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Statement on Federal Regulations
Concerning Health Insurance for
Children
November 15, 1999

Today I am proud to announce a new rule
that will make it easier for children to get
health insurance coverage—and tougher for
noncustodial parents to avoid paying for it.
This regulation, issued by the Department
of Health and Human Services, streamlines
the process of holding noncustodial parents
to child support agreements that require
them to provide for their children’s health
care needs. The Department of Labor also
published a companion regulation today pro-
viding guidance to group health plans about
this new process. With these rules, we are
helping to guarantee that children get the
health insurance they have been promised.

These new steps build on my administra-
tion’s longstanding commitment to effective
child support enforcement. Since 1992, col-
lections have increased by 80 percent, and
the number of families receiving support has
increased by 60 percent. Just last year ap-
proximately 2.8 million parents delinquent in
child support payments were identified, and
child support enforcement measures that I
signed into law are projected to increase col-
lections by billions of dollars over the next
10 years. We all have a responsibility for the
well-being of the next generation. Today’s ac-
tion helps ensure that parents paying child
support meet that responsibility.

Statement on the Interim Report on
Implementation of the Good Friday
Accord
November 15, 1999

I am heartened by George Mitchell’s in-
terim report issued in Belfast today, stating
that he is increasingly confident that a way
will be found to resolve the current impasse
in implementing the Good Friday accord. I
look forward to the parties’ statements on
their positions in the next day or so.

Senator Mitchell has concluded that the
pro-agreement parties and the governments
share the view that devolution should occur
and the political institutions should be estab-

lished at the earliest possible date. He has
also concluded that it is common ground that
decommissioning of paramilitary weapons
should occur as quickly as possible and that
the Independent International Commission
on Decommissioning, led by General de
Chastelain, should play the central role in
achieving this, under the terms of the Good
Friday accord.

I applaud the persistence that the parties
have shown through the last 10 weeks of
grueling negotiations. Now the parties must
move forward to implement the agreement
in full and carry out their obligations as
spelled out in the Good Friday accord.

I want to express my personal appreciation
to George Mitchell for his remarkable work.

Statement on United Nations
Sanctions Against the Taliban
November 15, 1999

Today the President of the United Nations
Security Council certified that the economic
sanctions against the Taliban laid out in Res-
olution 1267 one month ago are now in ef-
fect. These sanctions are being implemented
because the Taliban has spurned the unani-
mous demand of the Security Council and
refused to deliver Usama bin Ladin to a
country where he can face justice for his acts
of terrorism, including the bombing of Amer-
ica’s Embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Sa-
laam.

The international community has again
spoken with one voice, and its resolve to
combat the threat of international terrorism
is clear. The U.N. sanctions parallel the uni-
lateral ones that the United States placed on
the Taliban in July and will result in the re-
striction of landing rights of airlines owned,
leased, or operated by or on behalf of the
Taliban, the freezing of Taliban accounts
around the world, and the prohibition of in-
vestment in any undertaking owned or con-
trolled by the Taliban. I ask all the nations
of the world to do their utmost so that these
sanctions are implemented fully and swiftly.

The message to the Taliban is unmistak-
able: bin Ladin’s training camps must be
closed; the threats and operational activity
must cease, and bin Ladin must answer for
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his crimes. The people of Afghanistan have
already paid a high price in isolation because
of the Taliban’s continued harboring of this
terrorist, and that toll will now increase. It
is time for the Taliban to heed the will of
the United Nations and end the threat of ter-
rorism that emanates from within Afghani-
stan.

Proclamation 7250—America
Recycles Day, 1999
November 15, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Recycling is one of the great success sto-

ries in America’s crusade to protect our envi-
ronment and preserve our natural resources.
Americans have undergone a fundamental
change in attitude about recycling during the
past 4 decades. Where most Americans and
many industries were once unmindful of our
resources and careless in disposing of waste
materials, people across our country now rec-
ognize the importance of recycling and have
made it part of their daily routines. In 1996
alone, recycling nationwide diverted a total
of 57 million tons of material away from land-
fills and incinerators—more than a quarter
of our country’s annual municipal solid waste.

Nonetheless, the recycling process is com-
plete only when recovered materials return
to the market as new products for purchase
by consumers. The most effective way we can
ensure the continued success of recycling in
America is to expand markets for products
that contain recycled materials. Buying recy-
cled products conserves resources, reduces
water and air pollution, saves energy, and
creates jobs. Producing 1 ton of paper from
recycled pulp saves 17 trees, 3 cubic yards
of landfill space, and 7000 gallons of water.
It also reduces air pollutants by 60 pounds,
saves 390 gallons of oil, and conserves 4200
kilowatt hours of energy—enough to heat a
home for half a year. Estimates show that
9 jobs are created for every 15,000 tons of
solid waste recycled into new products.

The U.S. Government has helped promote
recycling by purchasing recycled-content
products—in fiscal 1997 alone, we purchased

$354 million worth of such products. In Sep-
tember of 1998, I was proud to sign Execu-
tive Order 13101—Greening the Govern-
ment Through Waste Prevention, Recycling,
and Federal Acquisition—which directed all
Federal agencies to expand and strengthen
the Federal Government’s dedication to re-
cycling and to buying products made with
recycled content. This responsible use of
Government purchasing power will not only
help the environment, but will also stimulate
the growth of clean industries in the 21st cen-
tury.

America Recycles Day unites business and
industry, environmental and civic groups,
and local, State, and Federal Government
agencies to encourage recycling. This part-
nership challenges all businesses and con-
sumers in America to increase their pur-
chases of recycled products, to boost their
recycling efforts, and to start new recycling
programs. The theme for this year’s observ-
ance—‘‘For Our Children’s Future . . . Buy
Recycled Today’’—reminds us of the pro-
found and long-term implications of the ac-
tions we take today. By using products with
recycled content and creating new markets
for such products, we will conserve America’s
precious natural resources for the benefit of
generations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 15,
1999, as America Recycles Day. I urge all
Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities and to take
personal responsibility for the environment
not only by recycling, but also by choosing
to purchase and use products made from re-
cycled materials.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 16, 1999]


