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of course, are not just numbers. They rep-
resent lives saved, injuries avoided, tragedies
averted. They are a measure of what we can
do to reduce gun violence—and a measure
of what still needs to be done.

In addition to our success with the Brady
law, this administration has taken important
actions to crack down on the illegal market
that supplies juveniles and criminals with
firearms. Today Treasury Secretary
Lawrence Summers will launch the newest
tool to fight illegal gun dealing—"Online
LEAD,” a new technology to help law en-
forcement across the country use crime-gun
tracing data to catch more illegal gun traf-
fickers more quickly. As a result of these ef-
forts and those of communities across the
country, violent gun crime is down by over
35 percent since 1992, and the murder rate
is at its lowest level in over three decades.
But while we are more effective than ever
before at keeping guns out the wrong hands,
our work is by no means finished. Over
32,000 Americans still lose their lives in gun-
fire every year, including 12 children every
day. That is why I pledge to make passage
of commonsense gun legislation my top pub-
lic safety priority next year. And I challenge
Congress to make a New Year’s resolution
to do the same.

Statement on Signing the Veterans
Millennium Health Care and
Benefits Act

November 30, 1999

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
2116, the “Veterans Millennium Health Care
and Benefits Act.” This comprehensive bill
will improve a broad array of benefits and
services for those to whom we owe our free-
doms—our Nation’s veterans.

This bill is especially significant for its ap-
proach in the provision of enhanced ex-
tended-care services to veterans. It firmly es-
tablishes that the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) should accord the highest pri-
ority for nursing home care to the most se-
verely disabled veterans and those needing
care for service-connected disabilities. It will
also ensure that veterans enrolled in the VA
health care system receive noninstitutional,
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extended-care services, including geriatric
evaluations and adult day health care.

The bill also expands opportunities for
military retirees to utilize VA health care
services, at Department of Defense (DoD)
expense and in accordance with an agree-
ment to be developed by DoD and VA. The
DoD and VA will ensure this agreement al-
lows for the provision of high-quality man-
aged care and increased choice, in the most
cost-effective manner for the Federal Gov-
ernment.

This bill includes many other important
health care provisions. For example, H.R.
2116:

» Expands veterans® eligibility for reim-
bursement of emergency care costs
when VA or other Federal health care
facilities are not accessible.

* Extends and expands VA’s authority to
provide health care services to victims
of sexual trauma.

* Makes more active duty personnel eligi-
ble for VA substance dependency treat-
ment.

* Authorizes VA to update the schedule
of copayments charged for certain
health care benefits to generate addi-
tional program funds.

I am also pleased that the bill will make
it easier for surviving spouses of disabled
former prisoners of war to qualify for survivor
benefits; expand certain education benefit
entitlements; extend VA’s authority to guar-
antee home loans for members of the Se-
lected Reserve; and both extend and enhance
programs for homeless veterans.

These are but the high points of a
comprehensive bill that will enhance many
benefits and services our veterans and their
families justly deserve. I thank all who were
involved in its passage.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 30, 1999.

Note: H.R. 2116, approved November 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 106-117.



2474

Statement on Signing the Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 1999

November 30, 1999

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
2980, the “Veterans Compensation Cost-of-
Living Adjustment Act of 1999,” which pro-
vides a 2.4 percent cost-of-living adjustment
in benefits for service-disabled veterans and
their surviving spouses and children. It pro-
vides for increased rates in payments of
service-connected disability compensation to
veterans who suffer from service-related dis-
abilities and in payments of dependency and
indemnity compensation for the surviving
spouses and children of service members and
veterans whose deaths are service-related.
The increased benefit rates will take effect
on December 1, 1999. This legislation, de-
rived from an Administration proposal, en-
sures that the value of these well-deserved
benefits will keep pace with increases in con-
sumer prices.

As a country, we must remember those
veterans who gave of themselves to assure
the continued protection of this great Nation.
The freedoms and liberty that we enjoy as
citizens depend on the men and women in
our Armed Forces. In a tangible way, this
legislation expresses the gratitude of the Na-
tion for the sacrifices our veterans have un-

selfishly endured.
William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 30, 1999.

Note: H.R. 2280, approved November 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 106-118.

Message on the Observance of
Hanukkah, 1999
November 30, 1999

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Hanukkah.

This joyous Festival of Lights commemo-
rates the rededication of the Jews” Holy Tem-
ple by the Maccabees after their victory over
oppression and the rekindling of the Tem-
ple’s sacred oil lamp. That victory, recounted
in ancient Jewish writings, is one of history’s
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earliest recorded battles for religious free-
dom. More than two thousand years have
passed since Judah the Maccabee and his
courageous followers refused to reject their
faith in God, their customs, and their reli-
gious traditions; but today people across the
globe still struggle for the freedom to wor-
ship according to their own conscience.

As Jews throughout America and around
the world gather with family and friends to
light the menorah and remember the miracle
of God’s presence in our lives and history,
let us all give thanks for the blessed light
of religious freedom in our nation. And let
us be mindful, in our thoughts, prayers, and
actions, of those who still must live in the
shadow of oppression.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a memorable Hanukkah observance
and for peace and joy in the coming year.

Bill Clinton

Remarks at a “Stop the Violence”
Benefit in Beverly Hills, California

November 30, 1999

Thank you very much. We can pass laws,
but we can’t fix this podium here. [Laughter]
Maybe I'll stand up on it, how’s that? [ Laugh-
ter]

I love Whoopi Goldberg. The greatest
thing about being President is that nearly
anybody will come talk to you. [Laughter]
Some will talk for you; some will talk against
you; some will talk at you, but nearly anybody
will come talk to you. And so I've had the
honor of meeting all kinds of people from
all walks of life.

But when I met Whoopi Goldberg—and
I was already sort of a big fan, you know—
but I looked at her, and I thought, now, there
is a woman who will be my friend. [Laughter]
You know, there have been times when I'm
sure my friendship has been somewhat em-
barrassing to her. [Laughter] And times
when her jokes have caused me some dis-
comfort in public. [Laughter] But I'm not
a hypocrite about that. I'm with her through
thick and thin. [Laughter] And she has cer-
tainly been with me though thick and thin.

Of all the people that I know, I continue
to be amazed by how generous truly busy



