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Mr. President, your time is up on this Earth,
and you’re not going to get to finish, but we’ll
give you one wish,’’ I wouldn’t wish for the
continued economic expansion; I wouldn’t
wish for even giving everybody health insur-
ance or anything. I’d wish to make America
one America, because the American people
will figure out how to solve everything else,
if we can have the right kind of relations to-
ward one another.

You heard me tell that story—I got the
Congress to laughing last night when I re-
ferred to what Dr. Ladner, the distinguished
geneticist from Harvard, said about all peo-
ple being genetically 99.9 percent the same.
I just want to give you one more thing to
think about because we’ve got a pretty di-
verse group here. Ladner said that not only
are we 99.9 percent the same, but that if you
were to take 100 people each and 4 different
race groups—like 100 African-Americans,
100 Hispanics, 100 Irish, 100 Jewish-Ameri-
cans—the genetic differences among individ-
uals within the group are greater than the
genetic differences between the groups as a
whole.

I mean, it’s really quite stunning. The dif-
ferent skin color, the different characteristics
that we’ve all developed over many thou-
sands of years for all kinds of reasons are
literally contained in one-tenth of 1 percent
of our genetic make-up. And it’s a statistic
that I’ve put out there on purpose, because
I think you could tell—the Members of Con-
gress, a lot of them, were shocked to hear
that. [Laughter] They thought there was a
Republican gene and a Democratic gene.
[Laughter] And whichever party they were
in, they were glad they got the right chip,
you know. [Laughter]

And so I hope—you can make a lot of jokes
out of this, and you can have a lot of fun
with it, and the more you laugh, the more
you get it. [Laughter]

So I ask you to remember that and to re-
member that you have people in this White
House who believe in you and what you’re
doing, wish you well, and want to help.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Wellington E. Webb of

Denver, CO; Mayor H. Brent Coles of Boise, ID;
Mayor Marc H. Morial of New Orleans, LA;
Mayor Charles W. Scholz of Quincy, IL; Mayor
Patrick Henry Hays of North Little Rock, AR;
Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago, IL; Presi-
dent Andres Pastrana of Colombia; and Eric
Lander, director, Whitehead Institute/MIT Cen-
ter for Genome Research.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 22
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC, from Los Angeles, CA.

January 27
The President announced his intention to

nominate Nancy Killefer to be a member of
the Internal Revenue Service Oversight
Board.

The President announced the nomination
of Edward B. Montgomery as Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
reappoint Beverly White and appoint Phyllis
C. Borzi as members of the Advisory Com-
mittee to the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration.

January 28
In the morning, the President traveled to

Quincy, IL.
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC, and in the evening, he
traveled to Zurich, Switzerland, arriving the
following morning.

The President declared a major disaster in
Georgia and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by a severe winter storm on
January 22 and continuing.
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Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted January 24

Alan Greenspan,
of New York, to be Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
for a term of 4 years (reappointment).

Edward B. Montgomery,
of Maryland, to be Deputy Secretary of
Labor, vice Kathryn O’Leary Higgins, re-
signed.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released January 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Released January 25

Statement by the Press Secretary on the re-
lease of Low Income Home Energy Assist-
ance emergency funds

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
the White House State of the Union website

Released January 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Released January 27

Transcript of a press briefing by Chief of
Staff John Podesta, Deputy Chief of Staff
Maria Echaveste, National Economic Coun-
cil Director Gene Sperling, Assistant to the
President for Domestic Policy Planning
Bruce Reed, and National Security Adviser
Samuel Berger on the State of the Union Ad-
dress

Released January 28

Transcript of remarks by Chief of Staff John
Podesta to the pool on the State of the Union
Address

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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