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Brad Buckles. And as I said, Secretary Sum-
mers will talk in the briefing room in more
detail after I leave.

Unemployment Levels

Let me just say one final thing before I
go. I want to comment on the fact that we
have just learned that unemployment last
month fell to 4.0 percent, the lowest in three
decades. Since 1993, our economy has now
created nearly 21 million jobs. Today, strong
employment numbers confirm, once and for
all, that this is the longest economic expan-
sion in our history.

The milestone is a credit to the American
people, to their hard work. It also clearly
highlights the need for us to stay on the path
of fiscal discipline, overseas markets, invest-
ment in our people, that got us to this point.
And I thank you very much.

Austria

Q. [Inaudible]—call the U.S. Ambassador
from Austria, or take any other specific meas-
ures, now that the Government includes the
Freedom Party?

The President. I have to go up to the Hill.
Secretary Albright is going to have an an-
nouncement on that today, in just a couple
of hours.

Northern Ireland Peace Process

Q. [Inaudible] Northern Ireland, sir? Any
updates on the situation there?

Q. The process is once again in a crisis.

The President. Let me just say again—
I may have more to say about that in the
next couple of days—it is at a very pivotal
moment, as all of you have reported. We are
working very hard on that. I have spent a
lot of time on it; our whole team has.

I think that right now, the less we say pub-
licly, the better. We are working intensely
on this. It is imperative that everybody live
up to the requirements of the Good Friday
accord, which was overwhelmingly adopted
by the people of Northern Ireland in both
communities. And everybody that’s an actor
here needs to follow the will of the people.
We're working on it.

Q. Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in the
South Grounds at the White House.
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Remarks at a Memorial Service
for Bob Squier
February 4, 2000

Prudy; to the members of your family; to
all of us who were friends of Bob Squier.
The Scripture summons us, “neglect not the
gift that is in thee.” Today we celebrate a
man who did not neglect his gift but instead
shared it.

We have heard it in the stories of his sons,
his partner, his friends, and they have caused
us all to flood our minds and hearts with
memories of Bob Squier’s passion for life,
for his family, his work, for politics. Vice
President Gore and I, in particular, are the
beneficiaries of that passion and of his abun-
dant American optimism.

As has already been said, no matter how
dark the night, Bob was always sure the Sun
would come up in the morning, and if it
didn’t, he would still find a way to get a tan.
[Laughter] This sort of optimism was in rath-
er short supply right after the elections in
1994, and most people thought that there
were better investments in American politics
than the reelection of Bill Clinton and Al
Gore. Not Bob Squier. He saw it as sort of
a minor challenge. He was there for us, and
but for him, we might not be here today.
There is something to be said for boundless
optimism.

I think we ought to acknowledge, as has
already been done, that this was a man whose
passion for politics was part of a kaleido-
scopic view of life and a wide range of inter-
ests. In addition to his documentaries about
our great authors, he was also a pioneer in
music television: one of the youngest pro-
ducers of the Boston Pops on PBS; the exec-
utive producer of the first live global satellite
TV show featuring the Beatles. He even
talked about working years ago with the Roll-
ing Stones, which probably makes him the
only person in his line of work in the entire
world who could say that he worked with ev-
eryone from Keith Richards to Ann Richards.
[Laughter]

Bob Squier was many things. They have
all been described today: a brilliant strategist,
incisive commentator, trusted adviser, loyal
friend. Above all, though, I think he was a
storyteller. He knew how to tell a story, and
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he knew how to see the story that was being
told right before our eyes.

He was very proud of his award-winning
documentaries. He saw in the lives of Faulk-
ner, Melville, Hemingway, and Fitzgerald,
and in their work, the story of America, just
as surely as he saw it in the lives and cam-
paigns of all of us in this hallowed cathedral
today with whom he worked. He dug deep
into their lives to tell us the story.

For all the politicians here, whoever ago-
nized through one more take of a television
ad, one more instruction about how this town
hall meeting had to be dealt with, we're not
surprised at the details of his attention to his
documentaries. He took F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
only daughter back to places she knew as a
child and then interviewed her about her fa-
ther. He took Robert Penn Warren to Shiloh
to talk about Melville’s Civil War poem about
that battle. He interviewed Hemingway’s son
Jack as he cast flies in an Idaho trout stream.
He even went to Havana and filmed in a boat
piloted by Hemingway’s former captain, who
provided the inspiration for “The Old Man
and the Sea.”

That’s the way he did his politics. It was
never about the manipulation of words and
images to put something over on the Amer-
ican people. It was always about finding the
story and trusting the people to get it right.

He told our story: a couple of farmers in
a field holding a sign that said, “Hope”; a
widow placing a flag on a veteran’s grave on
a lonely hillside; a worker filled with the
pride that comes from the dignity of a job;
and as has been mentioned, the light in little
Emma’s eyes. He used them all to tell our
story. Nobody did it better. He made policy
understandable, politics exciting, and politi-
cians human. He made the camera dis-
appear.

Bob worked in a profession with one of
the shortest half-lives in the world. But to
paraphrase one of his heroes, William Faulk-
ner, here in Washington he did not just en-
dure; he prevailed, for over 30 years, not just
by putting a notch in the campaign victory
belt but putting into office candidates he
knew shared his convictions and would fight
his fights.

I have to say this on behalf of all of the
elected and former elected officials here.
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There is one thing we all especially found
endearing about Bob Squier. He actually
liked politicians. [Laughter] And he wasn't
ashamed to admit it, even in this age when
sort of sanctimonious disapproval of us is the
only politically correct position. He saw peo-
ple in politics as basically good people who
struggled to reconcile personal conviction
and popular opinion into a combined force
that would lift our Nation to higher grounds.

Bob Squier’s work lives on through all of
us he lifted, through countless others he
mentored and trained along the way. And so,
the story of this great storyteller’s life in a
sense is still being written and will be for
along time to come.

In years to come, students of American
politics will study Bob Squier’s campaigns,
Bob Squier’s commercials, Bob Squier’s
commentaries. Students of our literature will
study Bob Squier’s documentary films. Those
of us who shared this all-too-brief earthly
journey with him, we’ll be grateful for all
that. But I suspect even more, we’ll remem-
ber a dashing and handsome man with a kill-
er smile, an acid wit, and goodness at the
core, a goodness that made even his adver-
saries like him.

We'll remember that behind the smile visi-
ble in his eyes was a steel will, a strong spirit,
and a great heart that made our Nation bet-
ter, because it gave him the strength to nur-
ture the gift that was in him and to share
it with us.

Well, Bob, we're giving you a good sendoff
today. But not nearly as good as what you
gave us. The last campaign is over. The polls
have closed. The votes are counted. And you
won—big time. Now you're in a place with
no talk shows and no term limits. But your
spirit will soar forever. Godspeed.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at the
National Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred
to Mr. Squier’s widow, Prudence Bergman, and
sons Mark R. Squier and Robert M. Squier, and
granddaughter Emma; William Knapp, partner,
Squier, Knapp & Dunn Communications; musi-
cian Keith Richards; and former Texas Governor
Ann Richards.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 29

In the morning, the President traveled
from Zurich, Switzerland, to Davos, and in
the evening, he returned to Washington, DC,
arriving after midnight.

January 30

In the evening, the President hosted a
Super Bowl party in the Family Theater at
the White House. After the game, he placed
separate telephone calls to Dick Vermeil,
head coach, Super Bowl champion St. Louis
Rams, and Jeff Fisher, head coach, Ten-
nessee Titans.

January 31

In the evening, the President had tele-
phone conversations from the Oval Office
with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom and Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams
concerning the Northern Ireland peace proc-
ess.

The President announced the recipients of
the 1999 National Medal of Science and Na-
tional Medal of Technology.

The President announced his intention to
nominate of Richard C. Houseworth and
Donna A. Tanoue to be members of the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nathan O. Hatch to be a member
of the National Council on the Humanities.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ross L. Wilson to be Ambassador
to Azerbaijan.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by a severe winter storm
beginning on January 24 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
South Carolina and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by a severe winter storm
beginning on January 22 and continuing.
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February 1

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edward McGaffigan, Jr., to be a
member of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to south Asia during the
week of March 20. During that time he is
to visit India and Bangladesh.

February 2

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas G. Weston for the rank
of Ambassador during his tenure as Special
Coordinator for Cyprus.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Karl William Hofmann to be Am-
bassador to Togo.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Susan S. Jacobs to be Ambassador
to Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands,
and Vanuatu.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John F. Tefft to be Ambassador
to Lithuania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donald Y. Yamamoto to be Ambas-
sador to Djibouti.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Janet A. Sanderson to be Ambas-
sador to Algeria.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carey Cavanaugh for the rank of
Ambassador, as Special Negotiator for
Nagorno-Karabakh and New Independent
States Regional Conflicts.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John W. Limbert to be Ambas-
sador to Mauritania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lauress L. Wise II, to be Commis-
sioner of Education Statistics at the Depart-
ment of Education.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Nancy T. Taylor to the President’s
Advisory Committee on the Arts of the John
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Ian A. Bowles as a member of the
Enterprise for the Americas Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Patty Gerstenblith as a member of
the Cultural Property Advisory Committee.



