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election year they get to be in control again.
And so, if you notice, like when I went to
campaign for Mr. Street in Philadelphia, a
place that has been enormously good to me,
I was very careful in what I said to the voters.
I said, you shouldn’t be for him because I
am, but you know, I’m your friend; here are
my reasons; I hope you’ll listen to my reasons
and make up your own mind. It’s a very deli-
cate thing. I’ve watched this for years.

I remember once, Jim Brady’s old boss,
President Reagan, in ’84, when he was win-
ning every vote in America, came to Arkansas
and made an appearance for my opponent.
And afterward, on Election Day, he got 62
percent of the vote, so did I. [Laughter] So
you have to be—you’ve got to be humble in
these things and just sort of show up for work
every day.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Mr. Brady’s
wife, Sarah Brady, chair, Handgun Control, Inc.;
former White House Press Secretaries Michael
McCurry, Larry M. Speakes, J.F. terHorst, and
Pierre E.G. Salinger; and Mayor John F. Street
of Philadelphia, PA. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of former Press Secretary James
Brady, Sarah Brady, and Press Secretary Joe
Lockhart. James S. Brady, former White House
Press Secretary, was wounded in the 1981 assas-
sination attempt on President Ronald Reagan.

Statement on Peacekeeping Efforts
in East Timor
February 11, 2000

Over the last several months, the United
States has worked with our partners in South-
east Asia to help East Timor in its transition
to independence and peace. I am proud we
were able to support the efforts of the Aus-
tralian-led INTERFET force, which has
brought security and hope to East Timor.
With its mission accomplished, INTERFET
is now handing responsibility to a U.N.
peacekeeping mission, through which the
countries of the region will once again pro-
vide the vast majority of troops.

Today I am announcing that the United
States will continue to support our friends
and allies in this important endeavor. A small

number of U.S. officers will serve as observ-
ers in the U.N. mission. As part of their nor-
mal exercises, other U.S. personnel will con-
tribute to humanitarian efforts, such as re-
building schools and restoring medical serv-
ices. These efforts will complement our fi-
nancial contributions to the peacekeeping
operation, as well as humanitarian and devel-
opment assistance to East Timor that will
total over $70 million this year. We will also
continue to stand by Indonesia as it continues
its hopeful democratic transformation.

In this way, we will contribute to the birth
of two new democracies in a region where
freedom and tolerance are taking root. And
we will bolster the ability and willingness of
the countries in that region to take the lead
in building peace.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 5
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Chappaqua, NY.

February 7
In the morning, the President returned to

Washington, DC. Later, he traveled to Hot
Springs, VA, where he attended the 2000
House Democratic Issues Conference. In the
afternoon, the President returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Mary Lou Leary as Acting Assistant
Attorney General in the Office of Justice Pro-
grams at the Department of Justice.

February 8
The President announced his intention to

nominate Donna Jean Hrinak to be Ambas-
sador to Venezuela.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Douglas Alan Hartwick to be Am-
bassador to Laos.


