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204(d)(1) of the Andean Trade Preference
Act, as amended (ATPA) (19 U.S.C.
3203(d)(1)), duty-free treatment for steel
wire rod the product of beneficiary countries
under that Act (19 U.S.C. 3201-3206); and
pursuant to section 403(a) of the Trade and
Tariff Act of 1984 (19 U.S.C. 2112 note),
duty-free treatment for steel wire rod the
product of Israel under the United States-
Israel Free Trade Area Implementation Act
of 1985 (the “IFTA Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2112
note), to the extent necessary to apply the
tariff-rate quota to those products, as speci-
fied in the Annex to this proclamation.

(4) During each of the first three quarters
of a quota year, any articles subject to the
tariff-rate quota that are entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, in
excess of one-third of the annual within-
quota quantity for that quota year (as speci-
fied in the Annex to this proclamation) shall
be subject to the over-quota rate of duty then
in effect. During the fourth quarter of a
quota year, any articles subject to the tariff-
rate quota that are entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, in excess
of the remaining quantity of the annual with-
in-quota quantity for that quota year shall be
subject to the over-quota rate of duty then
in effect. The remaining quantity shall be de-
termined by subtracting the total quantity of
goods entered at the in-quota rate during the
first three quarters of the quota year from
the annual within-quota quantity for that
quota year.

(5) Effective at the close of March 1, 2003,
or at the close of the date which may earlier
be proclaimed by the President as the termi-
nation of the import relief set forth in the
Annex to this proclamation, the suspension
of duty-free treatment under the GSP, the
CBERA, the ATPA and the IFTA Act shall
terminate, unless otherwise provided in such
later proclamation, and qualifying goods the
product of beneficiary countries or of Israel
entered under such programs shall again be
eligible for duty-free treatment.

(6) Effective at the close of March 1, 2004,
or such other date that is one year from the
close of this relief, the U.S. note and tariff
provisions established in the Annex to this
proclamation shall be deleted from the HTS.
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(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(8) The modifications to the HTS made
by this proclamation, including the Annex
hereto, shall be effective with respect to
goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after March 1, 2000,
and shall continue in effect as provided in
the Annex to this proclamation, unless such
actions are earlier expressly modified or ter-
minated.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of February, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:42 a.m., February 17, 2000]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 18.

Memorandum on Imports
of Steel Wire Rod

February 16, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Treasury, the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Action Under Section 203 of the
Trade Act of 1974 Concerning Steel Wire
Rod

On July 12, 1999, the United States Inter-
national Trade Commission (USITC) sub-
mitted a report to me of its investigation
under section 202 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (the “Trade Act”), with respect
to imports of steel wire rod. The USITC
commissioners were equally divided in their
determinations under section 202(b) of the
Trade Act of whether steel wire rod is being
imported into the United States in such in-
creased quantities as to be a substantial cause
of serious injury or threat of serious injury
to the domestic steel wire rod industry. The
report also contained negative findings by the
ITC pursuant to section 311(a) of the North
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American Free Trade Agreement Implemen-
tation Act (the “NAFTA Implementation
Act”) with respect to imports of steel wire
rod from Canada and Mexico.

Having reviewed the determinations of
both groups of commissioners, I have de-
cided pursuant to section 330(d)(1) of the
Tariff Act of 1930 to consider the determina-
tion of the group of commissioners voting in
the affirmative to be the determination of the
USITC.

After taking into account all relevant con-
siderations, including the factors specified in
section 203(a)(2) of the Trade Act, I have
implemented action of a type described in
section 203(a)(3) of that Act. I have deter-
mined that the most appropriate action is a
tariff-rate quota on imports of steel wire rod,
other than enumerated steel wire rod prod-
ucts (“excluded products”), with an increase
in currently scheduled rates of duties for im-
ports above the tariff-rate quota level. T have
proclaimed such action for a period of 3 years
and 1 day in order to facilitate efforts by the
domestic industry to make a positive adjust-
ment to import competition.

Specifically, I have established a tariff-rate
quota for steel wire rod in an amount equal
to 1.58 million net tons in the first year
(March 1, 2000 through February 28, 2001),
an amount that is equivalent to 1998 import
levels of covered products from the countries
subject to the TRQ plus 2 percent (to ac-
count for growth in demand). The tariff-rate
quota amount will increase by 2 percent an-
nually in the second and third years of relief.
I have established increased rates of duty for
imports above the tariff-rate quota level:
namely 10 percent ad valorem in the first
year of relief, 7.5 percent ad valorem in the
second year of relief, and 5 percent ad valo-
rem in the third year of relief. In addition,
I have provided that during each quarter of
the first three quarters of a quota year, any
articles subject to the tariff-rate quota en-
tered or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption in excess of one-third of the total
within-quota quantity for that quota year
shall be subject to the over-quota rate of duty
then in effect. During the fourth quarter of
a quota year, the tariff-rate quota shall apply
as though the preceding sentence did not
have effect, except that any imports subject
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to the over-quota duty as a result of the pre-
ceding sentence shall not be counted against
the in-quota quantity for that quota year. In
this regard, I instruct the Secretary of the
Treasury to publish or otherwise make avail-
able on a weekly basis, import statistics that
will enable importers to identify the rate at
which the in-quota quantity for that quota
year, and the portion of the in-quota quantity
allotted to that quarter, is being filled. I fur-
ther instruct the Secretary of the Treasury
to seek to obtain by March 1, 2000 statistical
subdivisions in the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule for the excluded products (specified in
the Annex to the proclamation). The Sec-
retary of the Treasury will monitor imports
of the excluded products by country of origin
and imports the product of Mexico and Can-
ada throughout the period of this action, and
report to the United States Trade Represent-
ative on relevant volumes each quarter dur-
ing the period of this action, or more often
as needed, or as the United States Trade
Representative may request.

I have further determined, pursuant to
section 312(a) of the NAFTA Implementa-
tion Act, that imports of steel wire rod pro-
duced in Canada and Mexico do not account
for a substantial share of total steel wire rod
imports or are not contributing irnportantly
to the serious injury or threat of serious in-
jury. Therefore, pursuant to section 312(b)
of the NAFTA Implementation Act, the safe-
guard measure will not apply to imports of
steel wire rod that is the product of Canada
or Mexico.

I have determined that the actions de-
scribed above will facilitate efforts by the do-
mestic industry to make a positive adjust-
ment to import competition and provide
greater economic and social benefits than
costs. This action will provide the domestic
industry with necessary temporary relief
from increasing import competition, while
also assuring our trading partners continued
access to the United States market.

Pursuant to section 204 of the Trade Act,
the USITC will monitor developments with
respect to the domestic industry, including
the progress and specific efforts made by
workers and firms in the domestic industry
to make a positive adjustment to import com-
petition, and will provide to me and to the
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Congress a report on the results of its moni-
toring no later than the date that is the mid-
point of the period during which the action
I have taken under section 203 of that Act
is in effect. I further instruct the United
States Trade Representative to request the
USITC pursuant to section 332(g) of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C.
1332(g)) to examine the effects of this action
on both the domestic wire rod industry and
the principal users of wire rod in the United
States, and to report on the results of its in-
vestigation in conjunction with its report
under section 204(a)(2).

The United States Trade Representative
is authorized and directed to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting Documentation on
Imports of Steel Wire Rod

February 16, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

I am pleased to provide to the Congress
documents called for by section 203(b) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended, pertaining
to the safeguard action that I proclaimed
today on imports of steel wire rod.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks to the National Association
for Equal Opportunity in Higher
Education Leadership Banquet

February 16, 2000

Thank you very much. Dr. McClure, my
mother is up in heaven smiling at that intro-
duction. And she’s probably the only person
who heard it who believes every word of it.
[Laughter] But I liked it, and I thank you.
[Laughter]

I thank you so much, all of you, for wel-
coming me. To your chair-elect, Joann Boyd-
Scotland, who sat with me for a few mo-
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ments; your CEO, my long-time friend Dr.
Henry Ponder; Dr. Earl Richardson, who
welcomed me to Morgan State not too many
years ago, and then Vice President Gore yes-
terday; to Dr. Iris Ish and all the members
of my Board of Advisers on Historically Black
Colleges and Universities; to my president,
the Arkansas Baptist College president, Dr.
William Keaton, my long-time friend.

I want to also have a special word of ac-
knowledgement to your vice president, Dr.
Wilma Roscoe. Her daughter, Jena, works in
the White House; that’s really why I'm here
tonight, to preserve peace in the family.
[Laughter]

I want to thank all the White House mem-
bers who are here: the Director of our Office
of Public Liaison, Mary Beth Cahill; and Ben
Johnson, who has done a wonderful job for
us. I know he spoke here earlier today. I also
would like to thank Catherine LeBlanc, who
is Executive Director of our Initiative on His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities.
And I congratulate all the alumni award win-
ners here tonight.

When Dr. McClure was saying his kind
words, what I wanted to say was, I feel like
the luckiest person alive; that at this moment
in history, I was fortunate enough to be given
a chance to serve as President and to focus
the attention of the Nation on the future,
on some old-fashioned ideas: everybody
counts, everybody ought to have a chance,
everybody’s got a role to play, we all do better
when we help each other.

The work I have done to build one Amer-
ica for a new century was a joy every day.
Even on the darkest days, the fact that I had
this job to do for you and for our children
and our children’s children made this a joy.

And I think of all you have done to make
the last 7 years possible. Think about what
a different country America would be today
had it not been for the institutions all of you
represent. Think about what a different ad-
ministration I would have had. We have
Alexis Herman, the Secretary of Labor, grad-
uate of Xavier. Togo West, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs; Bob Nash—the hardest job
in the White House—he handles my appoint-
ments. I get the credit when they get it, he
takes the blame when they don’t. [Laughter]




