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I have waited 35 years and some months
for my country to be in a position again to
build the future of our dreams for all our
children. We dare not blow this. Every one
of you who can remember how we felt in
those early days of hope—you don’t know
whether in your lifetime you'll get a third
chance. America has a second chance to do
it together, to build one America, to give all
our kids a good education, to give health care
to all our people, to lead the world to peace
and freedom, to figure out how to live to-
gether across all the lines that divide us. We
have a chance.

And it’s so easy to forget that it requires
effort, because things are going well. When
you go home tonight, before you put your
head on the pillow, just remember where you
were, if you're old as I am or just old enough
to remember where you were the last time
America thought everything was going to be
all right, more or less automatically—it would
be taken care of by then, and how quickly
we lost it all.

I have waited 35 years. You can take it
where we need to go, in the heart of every
boy and girl who wasn’t alive back then; in
the spirit as well as the mind. We can do
it, but we’ve got to work at it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Wesley C.
McClure, chair, Joann R.G. Boyd-Scotland, chair-
elect, Henry Ponder, president and chief execu-
tive officer, Earl S. Richardson, secretary, and
Wilma Roscoe, vice president, National Associa-
tion for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education;
Lucile Ish, Vice-Chair, President’s Board of Advi-
sors on Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities; Jena Roscoe, Associate Director, White
House Office of Public Liaison; J. Terry
Edmonds, Assistant to the President and Director
of Speechwriting; and Ted Waitt, chairman and
chief executive officer, Gateway 2000, Inc.
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Memorandum on Assistance to the
Economic Community of West
African States

February 16, 2000
Presidential Determination No. 2000-13

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination on Eligibility of the
Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) to Be Furnished Defense
Articles and Services Under the Foreign
Assistance Act and the Arms Export Control
Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended, and section 3(a)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, I hereby find
that the furnishing of defense articles and
services to the Economic Community of
West African States will strengthen the secu-
rity of the United States and promote world
peace.

You are directed to report this determina-
tion to the Congress and to publish it in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 17.

Remarks to the Opening of the
National Summit on Africa

February 17, 2000

Thank you very, very much. It’s a wonder-
ful thing to be introduced by an old friend.
Old friends and people you have appointed
to office will tell false, good stories about you
every time. [Laughter]

Africa never had a better friend in America
than Andrew Young, and I thank him. I want
to say I'm honored to be in the presence
today of so many distinguished Africans. Sec-
retary Salim, thank you for your visionary re-
marks and your leadership. President Moi,
thank you for coming to the United States



