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of tobacco. Every single day another 3,000
American children smoke their first cigarette.
Most of them will be hooked for life, and
a third of them will die earlier as a result.

That’s why our administration has worked
so hard to highlight the health threat teen
smoking poses and to keep tobacco products
out of the hands of our children. We sup-
ported State and local efforts to stop under-
age smoking before it starts. And we know
these efforts work. Massachusetts has used
education programs to reduce high school
student smoking by 15 percent. Oregon cut
eighth-grader smoking rates by almost a third
in just one year.

Five years ago we asked the Food and
Drug Administration to start a campaign to
slash teen smoking in every State and to treat
nicotine like the dangerous drug it is. The
FDA wrote strong, effective rules to prevent
any child under 18 from buying any tobacco
product anywhere in the United States. The
FDA was also prepared to end tobacco ad-
vertising that is shamelessly aimed at addict-
ing another generation of our young people.

This effort had strong support from public
health leaders in both parties in Congress,
but it collapsed under the pressure of to-
bacco companies and the Republican leader-
ship in Congress while the tobacco industry
challenged the rules in court.

This week, in a setback for the health of
our children, the Supreme Court ruled that
the FDA must have explicit authorization
from Congress before it can regulate to-
bacco. However, all nine Justices made it
perfectly clear that they believe tobacco is
dangerous, especially to young people. The
majority opinion called it, quote, ‘‘perhaps
the most significant threat to health in the
United States.’’

Now, the American people know this.
They’ve known it for a long time. Now the
ball is in Congress’ court. They should show
they also understand the danger to our young
people and give the FDA’s tobacco regula-
tions the force of law.

This is not a partisan issue. It’s a health
issue for our Nation and a life-or-death issue
for children. In 1998 a bipartisan group of
Senators offered legislation that would have
let the FDA’s campaign move forward. It had
the support of 57 Senators from both sides

of the aisle, but the leadership blocked it.
And this week similar bipartisan legislation
was introduced in the House. I urge both
Houses of Congress to pass it promptly.

The Justice Department also has sued the
tobacco manufacturers to recover the cost of
tobacco-related illnesses and to make sure
they’re held accountable for actions that they
take. I ask Congress to support these efforts,
as well, not undermine them, as some have
threatened to do.

I also ask Congress to work with me to
take action to protect the financial security
of tobacco farmers and their communities.
And finally, I challenge the States to do their
part, as well, by dedicating the money they’ve
collected from tobacco settlements to fund
antismoking programs for children and
young people.

Preventing our children from smoking is
our common responsibility. It’s a fight we can
win and one we must win, starting now.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:05 p.m.
on March 24 at the Stock Exchange, Mumbia,
India, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 25.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 24 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Television Address to the People of
Pakistan From Islamabad, Pakistan
March 25, 2000

As-salaam aleikum. It is an honor to be
the first President of the United States to
address all the people of Pakistan, and the
first to visit your country in more than 30
years. I’m here as a great admirer of your
land’s rich history, of its centuries of civiliza-
tion which stretch as long as the Indus River.
I’m here as one whose own Nation has been
greatly enriched by the talents of Americans
of Pakistani descent. But most of all, I am
here as a friend, a grateful friend who values
our long partnership, a concerned friend who
cares deeply about the future course of your
country, a committed friend who will stand
with the people of Pakistan as long as you
seek the stable, prosperous, democratic na-
tion of your founders’ dreams.
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More than half a century ago, Mohammed
Ali Jinnah shared that vision as he addressed
Pakistan’s Constituent Assembly. ‘‘If you
work together,’’ he said, ‘‘in the spirit that
every one of you is first, second, and last a
citizen, with equal rights, privileges, and obli-
gations, there will be no end to the progress
you will make.’’ The Quaid-e Azam ended
that speech by reading a telegram he had
just received. The message expressed hope
for success in the great work you were about
to undertake. That message was from the
people of the United States.

Despite setbacks and suffering, the people
of Pakistan have built this nation from the
ground up, on a foundation of democracy and
law. And for more than 50 years now, we
have been partners with you. Pakistan helped
the United States open a dialog with China.
We stood together when the Soviet Union
invaded Afghanistan. Our partnership helped
to end the cold war. In many years since,
we have cooperated in the fight against ter-
rorism. Our soldiers have stood together in
missions of peace in every part of the world.
This is your proud legacy, our proud legacy.

Now we are in the dawn of a new century,
and a new and changing world has come into
view. All around the globe a revolution is tak-
ing hold, a revolution that is tearing down
barriers and building up networks among na-
tions and individuals. For millions it has
made real the dream of a better life with
good schools, good jobs, a good future for
their children.

Like all key moments in human history,
this one poses some hard choices, for this
era does not reward people who struggle in
vain to redraw borders with blood. It belongs
to those with the vision to look beyond bor-
ders for partners and commerce and trade.
It does not favor nations where governments
claim all the power to solve every problem.
Instead, it favors nations where the people
have the freedom and responsibility to shape
their own destiny.

Pakistan can achieve great things in this
new world, but real obstacles stand in the
way. The political situation, the economic sit-
uation, the tensions in this region, they are
holding Pakistan back from achieving its full
potential in the global economy.

I know I don’t have to tell you all this.
This is something you know, something you
have seen. But I do have hope. I believe Paki-
stan can make its way through the trouble,
and build a future worthy of the vision of
its founders: a stable, prosperous, democratic
Pakistan, secure in its borders, friendly with
its neighbors, confident in its future. A Paki-
stan, as Jinnah said, ‘‘at peace within and at
peace without.’’

What is in the way of that vision? Well,
clearly, the absence of democracy makes it
harder, not easier, for people to move ahead.
I know democracy isn’t easy; it’s certainly not
perfect. The authors of my own country’s
Constitution knew that as well. They said that
the mission of the United States would al-
ways be, and I quote, ‘‘to form a more perfect
Union.’’ In other words, they knew we would
never fully realize our ideals, but that we
could keep moving closer to them. That
means the question for free people is always
how to keep moving forward.

We share your disappointment that pre-
vious democratic governments in Pakistan
did not do better for their citizens. But one
thing is certain: Democracy cannot develop
if it is constantly uprooted before it has a
chance to firmly take hold. Successful demo-
cratic government takes time and patience
and hard work. The answer to flawed democ-
racy is not to end democracy but to improve
it.

I know General Musharraf has just an-
nounced a date for local elections. That is
a good step. But the return of civilian demo-
cratic rule requires a complete plan, a real
roadmap.

Of course, no one from the outside can
tell Pakistan how it should be governed. That
is for you, the people of Pakistan, to decide,
and you should be given the opportunity to
do so. I hope and believe you want Pakistan
to be a country where the rule of law prevails;
a country where officials are accountable; a
country where people can express their
points of view without fear; a country that
wisely forsakes revenge for the wounds of the
past, and instead pursues reconciliation for
the sake of the future. If you choose this
path, your friends in the United States will
stand with you.
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There are obstacles to your progress, in-
cluding violence and extremism. We Ameri-
cans also have felt these evils. Surely we have
both suffered enough to know that no griev-
ance, no cause, no system of beliefs can ever
justify the deliberate killing of innocents.
Those who bomb bus stations, target Embas-
sies, or kill those who uphold the law are
not heroes. They are our common enemies,
for their aim is to exploit painful problems,
not to resolve them.

Just as we have fought together to defeat
those who traffic in narcotics, today I ask
Pakistan to intensify its efforts to defeat those
who inflict terror.

Another obstacle to Pakistan’s progress is
the tragic squandering of effort, energy, and
wealth on policies that make your nation
poorer, but not safer. That is one reason we
must try to resolve the differences between
our two nations on nuclear weapons.

Again, you must make the decision. But
my questions to you are no different from
those I posed in India. Are you really more
secure today than you were before you tested
nuclear weapons? Will these weapons make
war with India less likely or simply more
deadly? Will a costly arms race help you to
achieve any economic development? Will it
bring you closer to your friends around the
world, closer to the partnerships you need
to build your dreams?

Today, the United States is dramatically
cutting its nuclear arsenal. Around the world
nations are renouncing these weapons. I ask
Pakistan also to be a leader for nonprolifera-
tion. In your own self-interest, to help us to
prevent dangerous technologies from spread-
ing to those who might have no reservations
at all about using them, take the right steps
now to prevent escalation, to avoid mis-
calculation, to reduce the risk of war.

As leaders in your own country have sug-
gested, one way to strengthen your security
would be to join the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty. The whole world will rally
around you if you do.

I believe it is also in Pakistan’s interest to
reduce tensions with India. When I was in
New Delhi, I urged India to seize the oppor-
tunity for dialog. Pakistan also must help cre-
ate conditions that will allow dialog to suc-
ceed. For India and Pakistan this must be

a time of restraint, for respect for the Line
of Control, and renewed lines of communica-
tion.

I have listened carefully to General
Musharraf and others. I understand your
concerns about Kashmir. I share your convic-
tions that human rights of all its people must
be respected. But a stark truth must also be
faced. There is no military solution to Kash-
mir. International sympathy, support, and
intervention cannot be won by provoking a
bigger, bloodier conflict. On the contrary,
sympathy and support will be lost. And no
matter how great the grievance, it is wrong
to support attacks against civilians across the
Line of Control.

In the meantime, I ask again: Will endless,
costly struggle build good schools for your
children? Will it make your cities safer? Will
it bring clean water and better health care?
Will it narrow the gaps between those who
have and those who have nothing? Will it
hasten the day when Pakistan’s energy and
wealth are invested in building its future?
The answer to all these questions is plainly
no.

The American people don’t want to see
tensions rise and suffering increase. We want
to be a force for peace. But we cannot force
peace. We can’t impose it. We cannot and
will not mediate or resolve the dispute in
Kashmir. Only you and India can do that,
through dialog.

Last year the world watched with hope as
the leaders of India and Pakistan met in La-
hore on the road to better relations. This is
the right road to peace for Pakistan and
India, and for the resolution of the problems
in Kashmir. Therefore, I will do all I can to
help both sides restore the promise and the
process of Lahore.

A few months ago we had a ceremony at
the White House to mark the end of Rama-
dan. An imam shared a message from the
Koran which tells us that God created nations
and tribes that we might know one another,
not that we may despise one another. During
the years of my Presidency, I have tried to
know the Muslim world as part of our com-
mon humanity. I have stood with the people
of Bosnia and Kosovo, who were brutalized
because of their Muslim faith. I have
mourned with Jordanians and Moroccans at
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the loss of their brave leaders. I have been
privileged to speak with Palestinians at their
National Council in Gaza. Today I am proud
to speak with you because I value our long
friendship, and because I believe our friend-
ship can still be a force for tolerance and
understanding throughout the world. I hope
you will be able to meet the difficult chal-
lenges we have discussed today.

If you do not, there is a danger that Paki-
stan may grow even more isolated, draining
even more resources away from the needs
of the people, moving even closer to a con-
flict no one can win. But if you do meet these
challenges, our full economic and political
partnership can be restored for the benefit
of the people of Pakistan.

So let us draw strength from the words
of the great Pakistani poet Muhammad Iqbal,
who said, ‘‘In the midst of today’s upheaval,
give us a vision of tomorrow.’’ If the people
of Pakistan and South Asia are driven by a
tolerant, generous vision of tomorrow, your
nation and this entire region can be the great
success story of the world’s next 50 years.

It is all in your hands. I know enough about
the ingenuity and enterprise and heart of
Pakistani people to know that this is possible.
With the right vision, rooted in tomorrow’s
promise, not yesterday’s pain, rooted in dia-
log, not destruction, Pakistan can fulfill its
destiny as a beacon of democracy in the Mos-
lem world, an engine of growth, a model of
tolerance, an anchor of stability. Pakistan can
have a future worthy of the dreams of the
Quaid-e Azam.

If you choose that future, the United
States will walk with you. I hope you will
make that choice. And I pray for our contin-
ued friendship, for peace, for Pakistan.
Zindabad.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. from the
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he referred
to Gen. Pervez Musharraf, army chief of staff, who
led a coup d’etat in Pakistan on October 12, 1999.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this address.

Statement on the Election of
Vladimir Putin as President of Russia
March 27, 2000

In a telephone conversation earlier today,
I congratulated President-elect Vladimir
Putin on his victory in the Russian Presi-
dential elections.

Sunday’s vote was an important milestone
in the development of a democratic Russia.
The people of Russia demonstrated again
their intense commitment to democracy.
Roughly 70 percent of eligible Russians
voted.

In my conversation with President-elect
Putin, I emphasized the importance to Russia
and the world of strengthening the founda-
tions of Russia’s democracy and deepening
its international integration. President-elect
Putin has an opportunity to translate his elec-
toral mandate into concrete steps to advance
economic reform, to strengthen the rule of
law, to intensify the fight against crime and
corruption, and to join with us on a broad
common agenda of international security, in-
cluding arms control, nonproliferation, and
regional peace and stability.

Finally, I emphasized my concerns about
the war in Chechnya. I stressed to President-
elect Putin the importance of launching im-
partial and transparent investigations of re-
ported human rights violations and providing
prompt and full access for international orga-
nizations and the press.

Joint Statement by the Depositary
States on the 25th Anniversary of
Entry Into Force of the Biological
and Toxin Weapons Convention
March 27, 2000

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
entry into force of the Bacteriological (Bio-
logical) and Toxin Weapons Convention, the
three Depositary States, the Russian Federa-
tion, The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, and the United States
of America, reaffirm their belief in the con-
tinuing relevance and importance of the


