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building peace and stability in Kosovo to sup-
port the efforts of our troops there without
jeopardizing our current state of military
readiness worldwide. It is also essential to
provide debt relief for the world’s poorest
nations undertaking economic reforms so
that they can join the global economy.

I firmly believe that any action to delay
consideration of these pressing needs would
impose unnecessary costs to Americans at
home, to our interests abroad, and to our
military readiness around the world. There-
fore, I urge the Senate to consider the inter-
ests of the Nation and to move ahead quickly
with work on these urgent and essential
needs.
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Thank you. Well, first, let me say to Bobby
and Solange, thank you for having us in your
home. I actually came to hear you sing,
Emmylou, so you’ve got sing for me when
I finish.

I want to thank Pat and Marcelle for being
wonderful friends to me and to Hillary dur-
ing our sojourn here in Washington. I may
have been younger than you when I got here,
but I’ll be older when I leave. [Laughter]
I want to thank Senator Reid for being here;
my great friend and former Senator
DeConcini, thank you, sir, for being here.

I want to thank all of you for being here
for Pat Leahy. I have been in public life now
for more than 25 years. I have, among other

things—when I was a Governor, I served
with over 150 Governors. I have known hun-
dreds of Members of Congress. And I think
that Pat Leahy is one of the ablest and most
visionary legislators and one of the finest peo-
ple I have ever served with in 25 years of
public life.

And Mr. Axworthy, I appreciate your being
here, but you can’t have him. [Laughter] And
he, also, by the way, tells a pretty good joke
now and then. [Laughter]

I’ll be very brief. I think the American peo-
ple are going to be tested this year in this
election season and in the years ahead, be-
cause of our prosperity and because all the
social indicators appear to be going in the
right direction. Normally, democracies can
be summoned to any sacrifice or difficult de-
cision when people are evidently under the
gun. And sometimes, therefore, they are
most at risk of making foolish choices or
going in the wrong direction when things
seem to be going very well. In that way,
groups of free people are like individuals.
Most of us who are over 30, anyway, can re-
call at least one time in our lives when we
made a serious mistake, not because things
were going so poorly but because things
seemed to be going so well.

And I say that because I think there really
are very clear choices now between the direc-
tion that someone like Pat Leahy would take
in his work for peace, for the health of our
children, for the health of our environment,
for research or a whole range of issues, and
the choice that the majority in Congress
would take or their nominee for President
would take.

Yet, it may seem to many voters that, oh
well, there may not be much difference;
things are rocking along here; the economy
is on automatic. And I think it’s very impor-
tant that people like you get together to help
people like Pat Leahy. I also think it’s very
important that you be able to tell your friends
and neighbors, who never come to political
events like this, why you came and what the
stakes are.

And I’m old enough now where I remem-
ber things sometimes I wish I didn’t remem-
ber. I was in this city 32 years ago today,
when Martin Luther King was killed in
Memphis. And I remember it. I was in this


