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get more out of holding hands than clenching
fists.

I wanted to come here tonight because
America and the world need more of what
is in John Lewis’ heart. And for that, I am
eternally grateful and full of love.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:15 p.m. in the
Grand Salon at the Atlanta Airport Hilton and
Towers. In his remarks, he referred to soprano
Kathleen Battle; Representative Lewis’ wife,
Lillian, and son, John Miles Lewis; Gov. Roy E.
Barnes of Georgia and his wife, Marie; Mayor Bill
Campbell of Atlanta and his wife, Sharon; Brock
Peters, master of ceremonies; former Representa-
tive George (Buddy) Darden and his wife, Lillian;
Rev. Roderick Dwayne Belin, who delivered the
invocation; media consultant Raymond D.
Strother, who produced and directed a brief bio-
graphical film of Representative Lewis; and
former astronaut Neil Armstrong. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks on Signing a Proclamation
Establishing the Giant Sequoia
National Monument in Sequoia
National Forest, California
April 15, 2000

Thank you very much. Thank you, and
good morning. I think we should all be very
grateful for the beautiful day we have. I know
it was exciting that it snowed here last
night—[laughter]—but I was watching
Alexander give his fine remarks, and I was
thinking that growing older has some merit,
but one thing it doesn’t have is the ability
to withstand cold better. [Laughter] We took
this whole walk, and there he is in his short-
sleeve shirt, and he never flinched, he never
shivered, he just walked right on.

I want to thank Alexander for his remarks
and for his example and the work that he
has done and the other young people he has
exposed to this magnificent grove. I want to
thank Secretary Glickman and Art Gaffrey.
Secretary Glickman did a lot of work on this,
and he talked about it in advance, and I’ll
say a few more words about it, but I appre-
ciate it. Art told me he’s been here almost
5 years now.

And I want to thank Marta Brown, who
is, herself, a remarkably devoted and accom-
plished public citizen. I wish George were
here with us today. I think he’s smiling down
on us, and I’m glad you could be a part of
this. Thank you, Mike Dombeck and Jim
Lyons. And I’d also like to thank my main
environmental adviser, George Frampton,
who runs our Council on Sustainable Devel-
opment, Environmental Quality, for being
here.

I’d like to thank the representatives of the
Tule River Tribe who are here, who also
cherished these great trees. Thank you for
coming.

About a hundred years ago, Theodore
Roosevelt dedicated America’s first national
monuments. He said he was doing it because
we couldn’t improve upon our native land-
scape. In his words, ‘‘The ages have been at
work on it, and man can only mar it. What
you can do, is keep it for your children and
your children’s children.’’

Well, as we have already heard today,
these giant sequoias clearly are the work of
the ages. They grow taller than the Statue
of Liberty, broader than a bus. They are the
largest living things on this Earth, so per-
fectly adapted to their environment that one
has never been known to die of old age. And
as has already been said, many we have seen
today are more than 1,500 years old. They
began when America was not even imagined
and Europe was in the Dark Ages.

Once these groves flourished all across the
American West. Today, they exist only here
in the Sierras. Our second national park was
created in 1890 to protect them. Yet half the
remaining groves lie outside the national
park. And although sequoias on Federal
lands are currently protected from logging,
the environment around them must also be
protected for the great trees to grow and re-
produce.

That is why we’re here today. We’re look-
ing forward to the first Earth Day of the 21st
century, and I think the best way to celebrate
it is to designate the Trail of 100 Giants,
more than 30 nearby sequoia groves, and the
magnificent forest that surrounds them, the
Giant Sequoia National Monument.
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These lands will continue to be managed
by the Forest Service, as it once again em-
braces the conservation ethic that inspired
its creation 95 years ago. More and more
Americans are discovering our national for-
ests, with places to hike, camp, ride horses,
enjoy a few hours of quiet contemplation.
Years from now, Americans will come here
to do all these things, and these majestic
trees will continue, as John Muir said, to
‘‘preach God’s forestry fresh from heaven.’’

I know there have been strong and some-
times conflicting views about the best way
to manage these Federal lands. Secretary
Glickman recommended that they be pro-
tected after careful analysis and consultation
with the residents of the area, State, tribal,
and local officials, and Members of Congress.
The Forest Service will work with the local
community closely to develop a long-term
plan. We want to ensure that all of the inter-
ests are respected and that we help to bring
jobs and opportunity to the area.

This is not about locking lands up; it is
about freeing them up for all Americans for
all time. We’re here because we recognize
that these trees, though they live to be very
old and grow very large, like life itself are
still fragile. The roots are surprisingly shal-
low, and the greatest threat to the trees’ life
is any disturbance to the tenuous balance be-
tween the tree and the ground that anchors
it.

Thirty years ago next week, Americans
celebrated the first Earth Day because they
understood that we, too, have shallow roots
on this planet and that our future depends
upon balance among all living things. The
story since then is a story of American
progress to protect and preserve that bal-
ance.

Since 1970, we’ve cleaned up many of our
worst toxic waste sites and waterways, cut
toxic factory emissions almost in half. The
American people have made environmental
protection part of their daily lives. They have
demanded that government and industry act
to protect our national treasures.

I am profoundly grateful for the opportu-
nities that Vice President Gore and I have
had over this last 7 years and a few months
to act as stewards of our environment. We
have adopted the strongest air quality protec-

tions ever, improved the safety of our drink-
ing water and food, cleaned up about 3 times
as many toxic waste sites as the two previous
administrations combined, helped to pro-
mote a new generation of fuel-efficient vehi-
cles and vehicles that run on alternative fuels,
launched new efforts to fight the sprawl that
threatens so many of our quality of life.

We’ve helped hundreds of communities to
turn dangerous brownfields deserted by in-
dustry into safe, productive space. And yes,
we have tried to protect a lot of our Nation’s
precious treasures. It seems to me that these
last 7 years should finally have put to rest
the idea that you can’t have a strong economy
and a cleaner, safer, more balanced environ-
ment. And I hope we will never have that
debate again.

On this Earth Day I would like to empha-
size three things. First, obviously, this na-
tional monument. Second, what more we can
do to preserve the most beautiful places in
this country for all our children’s futures. We
have a lands legacy initiative to protect green
spaces, from the most remote mountains to
the nearest city park. This year I’ve asked
Congress to provide $1.4 billion to protect
those special places, including nearby
Dillingwood Grove, the last privately held
grove of giant sequoias. I hope we get the
money for that, too.

But the thing I want all of you to under-
stand is that if this fund passes, most of the
money will go to States and communities to
help them pursue their own conservation pri-
orities, including communities here in Cali-
fornia. It will empower people all across
America to protect those things that are most
dear to them, close at hand, on a permanent
basis.

I’m happy to report that there’s strong bi-
partisan support for this. We had a great
meeting last week at the White House with
Republican and Democratic congressional
leaders, and I think we’ve got a good chance
to build the lands legacy initiative this year.

Second, we need to invest in the future
of our environment not just at home but
around the world. Tropical forests—where a
lot of us would like to be right now—[laugh-
ter]—tropical forests are home to more than
half the known species on Earth. Yet they’re
being lost at the rate—now, think about this;
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we came here to save these trees—tropical
forests, the home of many indigenous peo-
ples, as well, are being lost at the rate of
50 acres a minute. This year I have proposed
a greening the globe initiative to help devel-
oping countries protect their endangered for-
ests and better manage their natural heritage.

And all these efforts to preserve biodiver-
sity are important. But the last point I’d like
to make is, they won’t do much good—if I
get killed by this falling ice—[laughter]—
they won’t do much good unless we band
together to meet the greatest environmental
challenge of the new century, climate change
and global warming.

The 1990’s were the hottest decade on
record. Scientists say that the temperature
rise is at least partly due to human activity,
and that if unchecked, climate change will
result in more storms and floods, more eco-
nomic disruptions, more permanent flooding
of coastal areas, perhaps the entire flooding
of island nations, and more threats to unique
habitats such as the one in which we are
today.

So the last point I want to make is, I hope
all of you will help us to build a national con-
sensus to cut down our emissions of green-
house gases and to work with others around
the world to use existing technologies to help
them do the same. I urge those in Congress
who have opposed our efforts to drop their
opposition, to recognize that we now have
the technology—and we will soon have much
more—to cut emissions while continuing to
grow the economy.

For example, we have the technology to
reduce by 85 percent the amount of energy
it takes to run a refrigerator. We will soon
have cars on the street that routinely get
more than 60 miles a gallon and new tech-
nologies such as fuel cells and biofuels to give
us the equivalent of hundreds of miles from
every gallon of gasoline. Just by changing the
lights in the White House, I cut the power
bills $100,000 a year. [Laughter] And we put
in a new heating system, a more fuel efficient
roofing system.

If the changes we made in the White
House were made in every Federal building,
which I’m trying to get done, we would take
the equivalent—we would reduce green-
house gases so much it would be the equiva-

lent of taking 1.7 million cars a year off the
road. These things are out there now. They
will generate jobs; they will generate eco-
nomic activity. And it is profoundly important
that all of us who think about these things
continue to talk to our friends and neighbors
until we build a vast national consensus for
concerted action.

Now, I’ve asked Congress for over $2 bil-
lion for this, to fund local, national, and inter-
national efforts to reduce greenhouse gases,
to fund clean technologies, to provide tax in-
centives for those who produce and those
who purchase these kinds of products.

Now, before I sign a proclamation, let me
just remind you that for over a hundred
years, beginning with the residents of Visalia,
California, Americans have sought to save
these giant sequoias. Earth Day brought
groups of Americans together on a crusade
to save the treasures of our planet.

Today let’s remember, even here on the
Trail of 100 Giants, the global village presses
even closer upon us. We have to look within
our communities and beyond our borders for
allies to deal with our common environ-
mental challenges. We’re doing our part
today to make sure that the monarchs after
we’re long gone, rooted strong in the web
of nature that sustains us all.

It has been a great honor for me to be
here. I thank all of you who have supported
these decisions. I thank you, again, Secretary
Glickman. But I ask you, when you walk out
of here today, remember that not every per-
son can come to this gorgeous giant grove,
but every person can benefit from our con-
tinued efforts to improve our environment
and sustain our natural heritage. And we still
have a very great deal to do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. on the
Trail of 100 Giants. In his remarks, he referred
to Eagle Scout Alexander Reed-Krase, who intro-
duced the President; Arthur L. Gaffrey, forest su-
pervisor, Sequoia National Forest; and Marta
Macias Brown, widow of former Representative
George E. Brown, Jr.
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Proclamation 7295—Establishment
of the Giant Sequoia National
Monument
April 15, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The rich and varied landscape of the Giant

Sequoia National Monument holds a diverse
array of scientific and historic resources.
Magnificent groves of towering giant se-
quoias, the world’s largest trees, are inter-
spersed within a great belt of coniferous for-
est, jeweled with mountain meadows. Bold
granitic domes, spires, and plunging gorges
texture the landscape. The area’s elevation
climbs from about 2,500 to 9,700 feet over
a distance of only a few miles, capturing an
extraordinary number of habitats within a rel-
atively small area. This spectrum of eco-
systems is home to a diverse array of plants
and animals, many of which are rare or en-
demic to the southern Sierra Nevada. The
monument embraces limestone caverns and
holds unique paleontological resources docu-
menting tens of thousands of years of eco-
system change. The monument also has
many archaeological sites recording Native
American occupation and adaptations to this
complex landscape, and historic remnants of
early Euroamerican settlement as well as the
commercial exploitation of the giant se-
quoias. The monument provides exemplary
opportunities for biologists, geologists, pale-
ontologists, archaeologists, and historians to
study these objects.

Ancestral forms of giant sequoia were a
part of the western North American land-
scape for millions of years. Giant sequoias
are the largest trees ever to have lived, and
are among the world’s longest-lived trees,
reaching ages of more than 3,200 years or
more. Because of this great longevity, giant
sequoias hold within their tree rings multi-
millennial records of past environmental
changes such as climate, fire regimes, and
consequent forest response. Only one other
North American tree species, the high-ele-
vation bristlecone pine of the desert moun-
tain ranges east of the Sierra Nevada, holds

such lengthy and detailed chronologies of
past changes and events.

Sequoias and their surrounding eco-
systems provide a context for understanding
ongoing environmental changes. For exam-
ple, a century of fire suppression has led to
an unprecedented failure in sequoia repro-
duction in otherwise undisturbed groves. Cli-
matic change also has influenced the sequoia
groves; their present highly disjunct distribu-
tion is at least partly due to generally higher
summertime temperatures and prolonged
summer droughts in California from about
10,000 to 4,500 years ago. During that pe-
riod, sequoias were rarer than today. Only
following a slight cooling and shortening of
summer droughts, about 4,500 years ago, has
the sequoia been able to spread and create
today’s groves.

These giant sequoia groves and the sur-
rounding forest provide an excellent oppor-
tunity to understand the consequences of dif-
ferent approaches to forest restoration.
These forests need restoration to counteract
the effects of a century of fire suppression
and logging. Fire suppression has caused for-
ests to become denser in many areas, with
increased dominance of shade-tolerant spe-
cies. Woody debris has accumulated, causing
an unprecedented buildup of surface fuels.
One of the most immediate consequences of
these changes is an increased hazard of
wildfires of a severity that was rarely encoun-
tered in pre-Euroamerican times. Out-
standing opportunities exist for studying the
consequences of different approaches to
mitigating these conditions and restoring nat-
ural forest resilience.

The great elevational range of the monu-
ment embraces a number of climatic zones,
providing habitats for an extraordinary diver-
sity of plant species and communities. The
monument is rich in rare plants and is home
to more than 200 plant species endemic to
the southern Sierra Nevada mountain range,
arrayed in plant communities ranging from
low-elevation oak woodlands and chaparral
to high-elevation subalpine forest. Numerous
meadows and streams provide an inter-
connected web of habitats for moisture-lov-
ing species.


