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activities of the Department of Defense and
of the Department of Energy, are exempt
from compliance with this order.

Sec. 5. Tribal Governments. This order
does not impose any requirements on tribal
governments.

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by law, by a party
against the United States, its officers, its em-
ployees, or any other person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 27, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 1, 2000]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on May 2.

Remarks at a Luncheon for Nordic
Leaders

April 28, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House. Let me also say that we are
very honored to be a part of the opening of
this magnificent exhibition at the Museum
of Natural History. I am grateful to the Nor-
dic Council, to all the museums and the na-
tions represented in the exhibit, and espe-
cially grateful to the extraordinary assem-
blage of dignitaries who have joined us today
from all the Nordic nations.

There are quite a few competing answers
to the question, Who discovered America?
And by the way, when and exactly what
America was—some would say, is. [Laugh-
ter] Now, Italian-Americans revere Colum-
bus and point out the word “America” comes
from the famed mapmaker Amerigo
Vespucci. Anglo-Americans argue for the pri-
macy of Jamestown and Plymouth as the first
colonies in the original United States. Fran-
co-Americans remind us to honor Cham-
plain, Cartier, and La Salle alongside all oth-
ers. And of course, our Native Americans
consider all these people insignificant late-
comers.

With the opening of this important exhibit,
we expand the debate and learn more about
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ourselves. The remarkable explorations
across the North Atlantic at the turn of the
last millennium constituted a crucial first
step. These brave voyages under perilous
conditions brought a dawning awareness on
both sides of the Atlantic that our world is,
in fact, many worlds.

There was something profoundly heroic
about their desire and their ability to make
the crossing; to go across the Atlantic to
Vinland was as earthshaking and expansive
an achievement as the most expansive, ambi-
tious space launch today. It is indeed fitting
that our first expedition to Mars in 1976 con-
sisted of two spacecraft called Viking 1 and
Viking 2.

All Americans should know more about
this fascinating early chapter of our history.
The Viking voyages are an essential part of
the long process by which all of us in our
different ways came to be here. The legacy
of the Vikings has always been with us, from
scattered archaeological evidence to the leg-
ends that thrilled poets like Longfellow.

These legends have been nurtured espe-
cially by the descendants of the Vikings. I
don’t suppose I can use the term “Viking-
Americans,” but I do mean people from Nor-
way and Sweden and Finland and Denmark
and Iceland, who showed the same courage
when they immigrated here in the modern
period to build new worlds for themselves.
The settlers of places like New Sweden in
Delaware; Oslo, Minnesota; Denmark, Iowa;
or Holland, North Dakota all brought a deep
love of democracy and freedom stemming
from their own egalitarian traditions.

In fact, a new National Geographic cites
a case where the Prince of the Franks sent
an envoy to parlay with a group of invading
Vikings and came back saying, “I found no
one to talk with. They said they were all
chiefs.” [Laughter]

Now our awareness of our Nordic past will
go far beyond legends and traditions. This
exhibition will deepen our knowledge of the
rich history we share. It will shape our future
by strengthening the bonds between Ameri-
cans and their kin in the Nordic nations.

I am grateful for all that we have done
together in the last decade, from our support
for the peaceful expansion of democracy and
freedom in Central and Eastern Europe to
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our concerted actions in Bosnia and Kosovo.
Europe’s future has never looked brighter,
thanks in no small measure to your contribu-
tions.

When we entered the new millennium a
few months ago, it was reassuring to drama-
tize our progress by portraying the year 1000
as a dark time in human history, a time then
dominated by fear and superstition. But this
exhibition helps to tell a fuller story—that
for all the challenges and superstitions men
and women faced 1,000 years ago, they still
had the daring and enterprise to look beyond
the horizon, to begin to build a world that
measured up to their imagination. This is an
old lesson that always offers fresh inspiration.

It is amazing to me to look at the Viking
ships and imagine that they made it all this
way 1,000 years ago. And I am so glad that,
with the leaders of all these nations here
today, you have clearly decided to make this
a tradition. And you're welcome back in the
year 3000. [Laughter] We are delighted to
have you. Welcome. Thank you.

I'd like to now invite His Majesty, the King
of Norway, to come and make a few remarks
on behalf of all the Nordic nations.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to an exhibit at the National
Museum of Natural History entitled, “Vikings:
The North Atlantic Saga.” The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of King Harald V of Norway.

Remarks Announcing a Gun Buyback
Initiative
April 28, 2000

Thank you very much. First of all, let me
say a word of appreciation to you, Chief
Ramsey, for your outstanding leadership of
this very fine department. Thank you, Mayor
Williams, for the energy and direction you
have brought to city hall and to this entire
city. Thank you, Eleanor Holmes Norton, for
always advocating for Washington, DC. I
think no one will ever know how many times
you have called me or been to see me in
the last 7 years and 3 months to get me to
do something else, how many times you have
reminded me that I, for my tenure here, and
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my wife are citizens of Washington, DC. And
I have tried to be a good and faithful citizen,
and insofar as we have succeeded, it’s in no
small measure because of you.

Thank you, Congressman Patrick Ken-
nedy, for being here and for your long-
standing concern for reducing crime and vio-
lence. And I want to thank DC
councilmember Sandy Allen. And I'd like to
say a special word of appreciation to our
HUD Secretary, Andrew Cuomo, who is
here, who has been very, very vigorous in
this area. I think no HUD Secretary has ever
tried to do as much as he, not only to build
and maintain and improve the public housing
units of America and to provide more vouch-
ers for people to find their own housing but
actually to make that housing safe. And I
thank him for that.

I'd like to thank all the members of the
DC Police Department who are here for
your service, and I'd like to congratulate this
class of fine police recruits behind me and
thank them for their commitment to the safe-
ty of this community.

As Chief Ramsey said, I have tried to be
a good partner to law enforcement through-
out the country. There are a lot of reasons
for that. By the time I got elected President,
I'd been involved with law enforcement in
one way or another for nearly 20 years. I
asked Janet Reno to become Attorney Gen-
eral largely because she’d be the first Attor-
ney General in a long, long time who had
actually been a local prosecutor in a fas-
cinating and challenging context, in Dade
County in Miami. And we got people to-
gether who had been working with local law
enforcement officials to write the crime bill
in 94 and to pass that Brady bill and to do
the other things which have been done. And
I hope that it’s worked.

Underneath all that, there was something
else. I'd actually spent time as a Governor
and as a candidate for President looking at
places where the crime rate had gone down.
And T found all over America most people
just took it for granted that the crime rate
would always go up and that all of you who
put on a badge and a uniform every day
would always be fighting a losing battle.
That's what most people thought back in
1992. And they respected you; they were



