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Al Gore. He’s probably the only person in
the history of America who has had a clearly
discernible impact on the welfare of the
country as Vice President. He not only cast
the decisive vote on a number of occasions—
from breaking the tie on the budget bill,
which started all this stuff in ’93, to the issue
for sensible gun control just a few weeks
ago—he has been our leader in technology
policy, in trying to hook up every classroom
in the country to computers, in making sure
that we had an E-rate so poor schools could
afford to do it. He’s run the empowerment
zone program, which has brought thousands
of jobs into poor neighborhoods. He ran our
partnership with Detroit to try to develop
high mileage vehicles, and it won’t be long
until you’ll be able to buy a car that will get
80 miles a gallon; and a couple years after
that, you’ll be able to buy one made with
biofuel, where the conversion ratio is a gallon
of gasoline to make 8 gallons of that, and
then you’ll be getting 500 miles to the gallon,
and the world will be different. And he did
that. That’s what he did. He ran our rein-
venting Government program that has given
us the smallest Government in 40 years. And
I heard all this talk about tough decisions.
He supported me on the budget, on Bosnia,
on Kosovo, on Haiti, on giving aid to Mexico
when the people were 81-15 against it, on
taking on the gun lobby and the tobacco
lobby for the first time that any White House
has consistently done that. And he was an
ardent supporter of our effort to end dis-
crimination against gays and lesbians early.
So he has taken tough decisions.

I want you to know this because this cam-
paign is going to have a lot of twists and
turns; there will be ups and downs. But he
should be the President of the United States.
Nobody has ever done this.

But I will say this. He’ll have a lot harder
job unless you help us elect six Senators and
at least six House Members. As I said, I could
tell you a story about every one of these Sen-
ators who’s here, and our candidate, that
would make you feel more strongly. One of
things I’ve learned as President is, I always
knew the Senate was important. I admired
the whole story of all the great Senators in
our history and the great creators. But it’s

even more important than I dreamed it was
when I became President.

So the investment you’ve made tonight is
a worthy investment. And I just hope when
you leave here, some of what I have said has
made an impression so that you will take
every single, solitary opportunity you have
between now and November to tell people
why you came tonight, why you stand where
you stand, and why this election is so impor-
tant to our future.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Fred Eychaner and Ken Lee; Mayor
Richard M. Daley of Chicago, IL; event host com-
mittee members Joe and Yvonne Stroud, Lou
Weisbach, and Bette Cerf Hill; Joseph A. Cari,
Jr., finance cochair, Democratic National Com-
mittee; Illinois House Speaker Michael J.
Madigan; and Governors Thomas R. Carper of
Delaware and George W. Bush of Texas. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The prosperity the United States enjoys

today is due, in no small part, to our strong
trading relationships with other nations. The
World Trade Organization, the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement, and 270 other
agreements have helped us to open new mar-
kets for U.S. products and services, create
thousands of new jobs, and keep our econ-
omy growing without inflation. The African
Growth and Opportunity Act and the United
States-Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership
Act that I signed into law this week will build
on this progress by lowering trade barriers
and strengthening our economic partnership
with nations in sub-Saharan Africa and the
Caribbean basin.

The theme of World Trade Week this year,
‘‘Working the Web of Trade,’’ reflects the
particular importance of the Internet as a
new and rapidly accelerating factor in world
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trade. The Internet holds enormous com-
mercial potential and brings extraordinary
opportunities directly into homes and work-
places across the United States and around
the world. Linking businesses and consumers
more quickly and directly than ever before,
the worldwide web is a powerful tool, avail-
able 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, that allows
even the smallest company to conduct busi-
ness on a global scale.

My Administration has worked hard to en-
courage America’s businesses and workers to
embrace this worldwide web of opportunity
and its potential to enhance productivity at
home and access to markets abroad. By in-
vesting in research and development, im-
proving the quality of science and mathe-
matics education in our schools, teaching
workers new skills to fill jobs in the tech-
nology sector, and keeping e-commerce fair,
safe, and competitive, we can stimulate our
export industries, sustain this remarkable pe-
riod of growth and prosperity, and ensure
America’s continued leadership in the global
economy.

This week, when the Congress takes up
legislation to grant Permanent Normal Trade
Relations status to the People’s Republic of
China, it will have an opportunity to further
the progress we have made in building strong
trading relationships. PNTR for China will
increase America’s competitiveness in the
global marketplace, reduce tariffs, and give
American workers and farmers unprece-
dented access to China’s more than one bil-
lion consumers.

World trade, whether conducted in per-
son, on paper, or on line, remains a corner-
stone of American economic growth. But
even more important, trade plays a vital role
in improving opportunity and prosperity
around the globe. Free and fair international
trade is one of the most effective tools we
have to bring people together, raise living
standards in developed and developing na-
tions alike, promote human dignity, and im-
prove long-term prospects for democracy,
stability, and world peace.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 21 through

May 27, 2000, as World Trade Week. I invite
the people of the United States to observe
this week with events, trade shows, and edu-
cational programs that celebrate the benefits
of international trade to our economy and
our world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 20, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Proclamation 7311—Small Business
Week, 2000
May 19, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The men and women who own and oper-

ate our Nation’s 25 million small businesses
have made, and continue to make, an indis-
pensable contribution to America’s economic
strength and success. These entrepreneurs
possess many of the characteristics that have
always defined the American spirit: a fierce
independence, an extraordinary work ethic,
and an uncompromising commitment to
building a better life. Taking risks to fulfill
their dreams, they have made a profound and
positive impact on the lives and futures of
their fellow citizens.

America’s small business owners represent
more than 99 percent of all employers, and
they employ more than half of the private
sector workforce. They create 80 percent of
the new jobs in our economy, and last year
they generated 51 percent of our Nation’s
gross national product—more than $16 tril-
lion. Small business owners are leaders in in-
novation, creating a wellspring of new tech-
nology, new products, and more effective
business processes.
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