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in the European Union in Portugal and to
make the first visit of an American President
to Berlin as the capital of a free and undi-
vided Germany. We will continue our work
with our European allies for peace and free-
dom—to make their sacrifice matter.

I will visit Russia, the former adversary
with whom we are trying so hard to build
a new partnership and a safer world. Russia
has just seen its first transition from one
democratically elected government to an-
other in 1,000 years of history. For the first
time an American President will speak to a
democratically elected Russian Parliament.
As we support those changes, we will con-
tinue to push for greater and deeper ones—
to make their sacrifice matter.

I will go to Ukraine, a large country with
over 60 million people, struggling to cast off
the bitter legacy of communism; located in
a strategic place that will determine much
of the future of the 21st century; to support
those who favor freedom and prosperity and
stability—to make their sacrifice matter.

The world of today would not be recog-
nized by those who lived at the beginning
of the cold war. Old adversaries have become
allies; dictatorships have become democ-
racies; Europe is more peaceful and united;
the communism we fought to contain has col-
lapsed, reformed, or been discredited around
the world.

Heartened by our progress toward peace
and prosperity, we will pursue the two re-
maining challenges in fulfilling the age-old
vision of a Europe peaceful, democratic, and
undivided: bringing southeastern Europe
and the former states of the Soviet Union
into the community of democracies.

On this first Memorial Day of the 21st cen-
tury, the eighth and last Memorial Day I have
had the honor to address the people of this
country in this place as President, I give
thanks to all those who have stood their
ground to defend freedom and democracy
and human dignity, and especially to those
and their families who made the ultimate sac-
rifice.

Americans never fought for empires, for
territory, for dominance, but many, many
Americans gave their lives for freedom. As
we stand at the dawn of a new century they
never saw but did so much to guarantee for
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us, far from fading into the past, their sac-
rifice is paving the way to our future.

Thirty, forty, fifty years after our fallen vet-
erans have gone, we can say, “Glory! Halle-
lujah! Your truth is marching on.” May God
bless you all, and God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In
his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Robert R.
Ivany, USA, Commanding General, U.S. Army
Military District of Washington; John C. (Jack)
Metzler, superintendent, Arlington National
Cemetery; and Col. Michael Durham, USA, Com-
mand Chaplain, Military District of Washington;
Carmella LaSpada, founder, No Greater Love,
and events coordinator for the National Moment
of Remembrance; and Lt. Col. Jeff Douglass,
USMC, liaison, National Moment of Remem-
brance.
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Mr. President, Mrs. Sampaio, Mr. Prime
Minister, members of the Portuguese Gov-
ernment, citizens of Portugal. Here at this
historic point of embarkation, from which
Portuguese explorers led an entire continent
to see beyond the horizon, we find ourselves
again, as you said, Mr. President, on a new
voyage of discovery.

And at the dawn of a new century, Por-
tugal again is leading the way, strengthening
the European Union while preserving our
transatlantic partnership, building peace in
the Balkans, supporting democracy in Russia.
Portugal has been a clear, strong voice for
peace and stability throughout the world, and
we have been proud to stand with you in
responding to floods in Mozambique, in
peacekeeping and humanitarian operations
from Kosovo to Africa to East Timor.

I thank Portugal, especially, for its constant
commitment to East Timor’s freedom. Just
before the ceremony began today, the Presi-
dent told me that some of the troops who
marched for us soon will be sent to join the
peacekeeping mission in East Timor. I know
that this nation is proud of those troops and
their mission, and on behalf of the American
people, I thank you for it.
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The United States has always considered
Portugal an especially good neighbor, thanks
in no small part to the shared pride we both
feel in the numbers, the character, and the
accomplishment of Portuguese-Americans
who have done so much to shape our Nation.

I look forward to my meetings with the
President and the Prime Minister. I want to
learn more about new Portuguese initiatives
on education, science, and technology. I ap-
plaud Portugal for the work it is doing to
give all its people the tools they need to suc-
ceed in this global information age.

I also look forward to the U.S.-EU Sum-
mit. I hope we will use these meetings not
just to strengthen our own ties but to address
challenges beyond our borders. Mr. Presi-
dent, you mentioned many of them, the
AIDS epidemic in Africa and Asia, the eco-
nomic gulfs separating the wealthiest from
the rest of the world. These problems require
innovation, imagination, and courage. Por-
tugal’s history is filled with those qualities,
and I believe Portugal again will lead the
way.

When Vasco da Gama left here to explore
Africa and India, he built on the previous
experiences of Portuguese explorers like
Bartholomeu Dias, the first European to go
around the Cape of Good Hope. That beau-
tiful promontory briefly had a different
name. It was called Cabo das Tormentas,
Stormy Cape, after the storms that gathered
round it. But after further reflection, its
name was changed to Cabo da Boa
Esperanga, the Cape of Good Hope, to re-
flect the unbounded confidence with which
Portugal faced the future.

Well, we have a few stormy waters still to
navigate. But we should do it with good hope,
and we should do it together.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. at the
Plaza of Torre de Belem. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Jorge Sampaio and his wife,
Maria Jose Ritta, and Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres of Portugal. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of President Sampaio. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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Good afternoon, Mr. Prime Minister, Pro-
fessor Quintanilha, Minister Gago, Dr.
Vargas, ladies and gentlemen. I have just had
a lot of fun touring this science center, but
the meaning here of what is being done goes
beyond the simple joy of learning. From the
outermost reaches of space to the darkest
depths of the ocean, from the mysteries of
nanotechnology to the miracles of the human
genome, men and women are gathering
knowledge at a faster pace than ever before
that will have the most profound impacts, es-
pecially on the way the young people in this
audience live.

Knowledge is being more widely applied
and more quickly disseminated than ever be-
fore, thanks in no small measure to the Inter-
net. And therefore, universal education and
universal access to technology are more im-
portant than ever before.

Today I applaud the scientific work being
done in Portugal and the efforts of Prime
Minister Guterres and Minister Gago to train
the next generation of scientists, engineers,
doctors, and astronauts, as well as to close
the digital divide to make sure all the chil-
dren of this nation have the tools they need
to master the information age.

I am particularly impressed how much sci-
entific research is being done in partnership.
In my tour of the science center and its ex-
hibits, I saw impressive examples of cutting-
edge research across national boundaries,
Portuguese scientists in close cooperation
with Americans, Europeans, Africans, tack-
ling some of the world’s most critical health
problems.

In Africa, Asia, and many parts of the
world, diseases like AIDS, malaria, and tu-
berculosis are killing not only people but
hope for progress. In Africa, where 70 per-
cent of all the world’s AIDS cases exist in
sub-Saharan Africa, some countries are hir-
ing two employees for every job on the as-
sumption that one of them will die of AIDS.

In other African countries, 30 percent of
the teachers and 40 percent of the soldiers
have the virus; millions suffer from strains
of malaria that are increasingly resistant to



