Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / May 30

The United States has always considered
Portugal an especially good neighbor, thanks
in no small part to the shared pride we both
feel in the numbers, the character, and the
accomplishment of Portuguese-Americans
who have done so much to shape our Nation.

I look forward to my meetings with the
President and the Prime Minister. I want to
learn more about new Portuguese initiatives
on education, science, and technology. I ap-
plaud Portugal for the work it is doing to
give all its people the tools they need to suc-
ceed in this global information age.

I also look forward to the U.S.-EU Sum-
mit. I hope we will use these meetings not
just to strengthen our own ties but to address
challenges beyond our borders. Mr. Presi-
dent, you mentioned many of them, the
AIDS epidemic in Africa and Asia, the eco-
nomic gulfs separating the wealthiest from
the rest of the world. These problems require
innovation, imagination, and courage. Por-
tugal’s history is filled with those qualities,
and I believe Portugal again will lead the
way.

When Vasco da Gama left here to explore
Africa and India, he built on the previous
experiences of Portuguese explorers like
Bartholomeu Dias, the first European to go
around the Cape of Good Hope. That beau-
tiful promontory briefly had a different
name. It was called Cabo das Tormentas,
Stormy Cape, after the storms that gathered
round it. But after further reflection, its
name was changed to Cabo da Boa
Esperanga, the Cape of Good Hope, to re-
flect the unbounded confidence with which
Portugal faced the future.

Well, we have a few stormy waters still to
navigate. But we should do it with good hope,
and we should do it together.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. at the
Plaza of Torre de Belem. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Jorge Sampaio and his wife,
Maria Jose Ritta, and Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres of Portugal. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of President Sampaio. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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Good afternoon, Mr. Prime Minister, Pro-
fessor Quintanilha, Minister Gago, Dr.
Vargas, ladies and gentlemen. I have just had
a lot of fun touring this science center, but
the meaning here of what is being done goes
beyond the simple joy of learning. From the
outermost reaches of space to the darkest
depths of the ocean, from the mysteries of
nanotechnology to the miracles of the human
genome, men and women are gathering
knowledge at a faster pace than ever before
that will have the most profound impacts, es-
pecially on the way the young people in this
audience live.

Knowledge is being more widely applied
and more quickly disseminated than ever be-
fore, thanks in no small measure to the Inter-
net. And therefore, universal education and
universal access to technology are more im-
portant than ever before.

Today I applaud the scientific work being
done in Portugal and the efforts of Prime
Minister Guterres and Minister Gago to train
the next generation of scientists, engineers,
doctors, and astronauts, as well as to close
the digital divide to make sure all the chil-
dren of this nation have the tools they need
to master the information age.

I am particularly impressed how much sci-
entific research is being done in partnership.
In my tour of the science center and its ex-
hibits, I saw impressive examples of cutting-
edge research across national boundaries,
Portuguese scientists in close cooperation
with Americans, Europeans, Africans, tack-
ling some of the world’s most critical health
problems.

In Africa, Asia, and many parts of the
world, diseases like AIDS, malaria, and tu-
berculosis are killing not only people but
hope for progress. In Africa, where 70 per-
cent of all the world’s AIDS cases exist in
sub-Saharan Africa, some countries are hir-
ing two employees for every job on the as-
sumption that one of them will die of AIDS.

In other African countries, 30 percent of
the teachers and 40 percent of the soldiers
have the virus; millions suffer from strains
of malaria that are increasingly resistant to
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any drug; and a third of the world has actually
been exposed to tuberculosis. These diseases
can ruin economies and threaten the very
survival of societies.

I was gratified to meet with some Por-
tuguese scientists working on state-of-the-art
malaria research, together with the U.S. Pub-
lic Health Service, and to meet some of their
students who were learning about it. Other
Portuguese and American teams are learning
together, studying the bacteria that caused
TB, other new drug-resistant disease threats,
and a recently discovered pathogen that can
strike down those already suffering from
AIDS.

I enjoyed meeting with the high school
students who were using the Internet to
study infectious diseases and share informa-
tion with other students all across Europe.
This kind of research and learning benefits
both our nations. It reaches across continents
to benefit people who really need it, espe-
cially in this case, in Africa.

Our challenge now is also to support pre-
vention programs, to accelerate the creation
of affordable drugs and vaccines. We have
made a national commitment to do this in
the United States. I've asked Congress for
over $325 million to increase our inter-
national efforts against AIDS. T've asked for
a billion-dollar tax credit and a global pur-
chase fund to speed the development by our
pharmaceutical companies of vaccines for
AIDS, TB, and malaria. We have committed
over $70 million to fight TB, over $100 mil-
lion to fight malaria.

And as the Prime Minister said, today we
are announcing a new partnership with Por-
tugal and Sao Tome and Principe to study
that African country’s unique malarial epi-
demic and to develop a strategy to end it.

Tomorrow I am here also to meet with
leaders of the European Union, and your
Prime Minister is the President in this pe-
riod. I hope we’ll come out of that meeting
with a common approach to the global health
crisis that will increase scientific research, in-
crease the availability of learning opportuni-
ties for our young people, and most impor-
tantly, keep more people alive in the 21st
century.

We have got to make sure that today’s rev-
olution in science and technology serves all
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humanity, helps us to fight hunger, to miti-
gate natural disasters, to reverse the tide of
global warming, to grow our economies with-
out damaging the environment. This is pro-
foundly important and a very great challenge,
indeed.

I couldn’t help thinking today that intel-
ligence is equally distributed throughout the
world, but not all the young people of the
world have a chance to come together as the
Portuguese young people I met today do, to
study TB, to study malaria. Instead, many of
them are fighting for their lives because they
have it.

We have a solemn responsibility to take
the benefits of the information economy, of
the explosion in biomedical discoveries, and
use them to give every young person in the
world the chance to live up to their God-
given potential and to create a safer, better,
stronger, more prosperous world for us all.
That, in the end, is how these discoveries
should be measured, by whether we did our
part to spread them quickly to benefit every-
one.

Thank you very much.

NotEe: The President spoke at 4:56 p.m. at the
Pavilion of Knowledge Science Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres and Minister of Science and Technology
Jose Mariano Gago of Portugal; Alexandre
Quintanilha, professor, University of Porto, who
introduced the President; and Rosalia Vargas, di-
rector, Pavilion of Knowledge Science Center. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.
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Mr. President, Mrs. Sampaio, Mr. Prime
Minister, members of the Government,
members of the diplomatic corps. I would
like to thank you, Mr. President, the Govern-
ment, and the people of Portugal, for the
welcome that I and my party have received.
I'd like to thank you for the meeting we had
today. It has been a pleasure for me to spend
time with another President who likes to read
detective novels, listen to good music, and



