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offer a major boost to global economic
growth, employment and sustainable devel-
opment, but must address in a balanced way
the concerns of all WTO members.

The U.S. and EU pledge to build on the
constructive work of the last six months to
try to launch such a new Round during the
course of the year. We have reiterated our
common view that the WTO agenda should
include the social issues of labor and environ-
ment, not as a matter of protectionism, but
as a matter of social justice and sustainability.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Memorandum on Assistance for
Peacekeeping in Sierra Leone
May 31, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–20

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Assistance for Peacekeeping in Sierra Leone

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President, including under section 10(d)(1)
of the United Nations Participation Act of
1945, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287 et seq.) (the
‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine that the fur-
nishing, without regard to section 10(a) of
the Act, of assistance covered by section 10
of the Act that is provided in support of
peacekeeping efforts in Sierra Leone is im-
portant to the security interests of the United
States.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 1.

Remarks to the American Embassy
Community in Lisbon
June 1, 2000

Thank you very much. First, I’m delighted
to see you. I’m sorry we had to delay this
a little bit, but we had the meeting with

Prime Minister Barak. I want to thank, first,
Gerry and Susan, my longtime friends. We
went to college together. You can tell by
looking at us, it was a very long time ago.
[Laughter] Susan worked for me many years
in the White House, and I miss her terribly,
but I’m glad that they’re here together. And
I’m glad—we’ve got this whole McGowan
bunch of kids here, proving that this is a pro-
family administration. [Laughter]

I’ve been told that the people in our Em-
bassy have produced 20 children in the last
couple of years, so I want to thank you for
that. I’ll use that as an exhibit as I go around
the world.

Obviously, I’m grateful to Secretary
Albright and to Secretary Daley and to Na-
tional Security Adviser Berger and our whole
group. We had a wonderful time here, and
I want to say more about it in a minute. But
I would like to say just a few words about
the meeting I had with Prime Minister Barak
this morning, because it is very important,
and it’s still early in America. So if I say it
to you, they’ll all hear it today. [Laughter]

First of all, he reaffirmed his intense com-
mitment to reach an historic and complete
agreement with the Palestinians, which I
think is very important to settling all the
issues and ending the conflict. I know from
my own discussions with Chairman Arafat
that he also shares this commitment and that
he recognizes the real urgency of this mo-
ment to actually get back on the timetable
and complete the work that has to be done.

I’m sending Secretary Albright to the Mid-
dle East next week to work with both leaders
on narrowing the gaps that still remain be-
tween them. And I will soon meet with
Chairman Arafat in Washington—I’ll do it as
quickly as I can—finish my trip here and
meet my other obligations.

Both leaders know from me, and they
know from their own experience, that they
now have to be prepared to make an intense
effort and to do things that they have not
done in the past, with real courage and vision,
if we’re going to actually get a framework
agreement that deals with the outstanding
issues.

And I can only tell you that I’m still con-
vinced that they have the courage, the vision,
and the ability to do this, and the United
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States will do everything we can to help them
pass this milestone. And I know that your
thoughts and prayers will be with them. This
is tough work. If it were easy, somebody
would have done it a long time ago. But actu-
ally, it is within view now. They could do
and, I believe, they will do it. And I’m going
to do my best to help them do it.

Let me also now just thank all of you. I
have had a wonderful time here. I had a good
meeting with Prime Minister Guterres, in
both his capacity as Prime Minister of this
country and in Portugal’s presidency of the
European Union. I had a good meeting and
a good dinner with the Portuguese President,
Mr. Sampaio.

Hillary was here 3 years ago, and she came
home raving about everything about Por-
tugal—literally raving about it. It was a cou-
ple of days before she sort of hit the ground.
[Laughter] And the one thing she said is,
‘‘You’ve got to go to this restaurant where
they make sea bass in salt’’—[laughter]—
‘‘but there’s no salt taste on the sea bass.’’
I heard about this over and over again. I
thought it was a joke, you know.

So last night, Gerry took us all. We had
a huge contingent. We went to the Porta
Santa Maria—is that right?—restaurant. It
was too dark to see the ocean but not too
dark to see the sea bass in the salt. [Laughter]
So I can now go home and give a report that
my wife did not exaggerate at all. It was the
most interesting thing I ever did, I think.

And then something is happening—as I
move toward the end of my term, my staff
has relaxed its requirement that I actually
suffer a physical breakdown on every trip
from work, and I actually got to go play golf
yesterday. And I will never forget that. It was
wonderful. So we got a lot of work done; we
had a good time; and I’m very grateful to
you for all you have done.

I also heard at the state dinner that won-
derful Portuguese music called fado. And I
may never get over that. I’ve been asking ev-
erybody I can find to send me CD’s. I’m
going to promote fado music all over the
world. [Laughter] I have been sort of the sin-
gle-handed ambassador for music coming out
of northeast Brazil, but I think fado now has
become my major passion in life. [Laughter]
So I’ll do what I can to help.

I want to say just a few serious words to
you. The people who represent the United
States around the world, both the people of
our Foreign Service, our Commerce Depart-
ment, our military, the others who are associ-
ated with our missions, and the foreign na-
tionals who work with us, almost never get
any publicity. And usually—once in a rare
blue moon when they do get any publicity,
it’s because something bad happened. And
all the rest of the time you never get the
credit you deserve, day-in and day-out, for
making the United States a good partner, a
good friend, a good neighbor, for doing all
the work that has to be done.

The relationship we have with this nation
is strong, thanks in no small measure to the
work you do day-in and day-out, that too
often goes unrecognized. And in the 71⁄2
years I have been privileged to serve as Presi-
dent, every time I have gone to a foreign
nation—and I’ve been to more, apparently,
than any other President; and Hillary, I think,
has been to more nations than any other First
Lady—I’ve been told that it’s unfair for me
to say that because, given the break-up of
the Soviet Union, we have more options than
any previous First Couple has ever had—
[laughter]—so, doubtless, my record will be
broken some time by someone who likes to
travel even more than I do and becomes
President.

But I thought it was important for me to
travel the world and for us to try to make
a better future out of the post-Communist,
post-cold-war world. So I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to see many things. And I just want
you to know that I am profoundly grateful
to you for what you do and that I have done
what I could, both in ceremonies like this
and in speeches back home, to make sure
that the American people know that they are
getting more than their money’s worth, far
more than their money’s worth, out of our
diplomatic mission.

I have done what I could at every budget
debate of the United States Congress to
argue that a lot of our national security and
our national interests are advanced by the
diplomatic investments we make, by the in-
vestments we make in our AID programs,
by the investments we make in the Peace
Corps, by the investments we make in our



1260 June 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

commerce missions. It’s not just a matter of
military investments. If we want to advance
the national security interests of America, we
have to be good neighbors, good friends, and
good partners. And you represent all of that,
and I am very, very, very grateful to you.

I also want to say that I’m grateful for the
things you do here in this country that kind
of are above and beyond the call of duty.
The work you do with Portuguese families
and Portuguese citizens, the things that you
share with them, are very, very important to
me.

So let me say, I also have been told that
there are three people who have been work-
ing here for over 40 years. And I think I
should recognize them. Even if my Por-
tuguese is not very good, I’ll do my best.
Graca, Santos. All I can say is, if you’ve been
working here 43 years, you were obviously
too young to go to work when you started.
[Laughter] And Joao and Teresa Venancio,
who have been tending your garden all these
years. Where are they? I’m glad you’re here.

So I say to you, to you three and to all
of you, and to your family and your children,
obrigado. Thank you for what you have done
for the United States. And I know you’ll be
very glad when we’re all gone. [Laughter]
Have a good wheels-up party.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Dom Pedro Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Ehud Barak of
Israel; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian
Authority; Prime Minister Antonio Guterres and
President Jorge Sampaio of Portugal; and U.S.
Ambassador Gerald S. McGowan and his wife,
Susan. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Welfare Reform
June 1, 2000

Today I am pleased to announce that new
guidance is being released that builds on my
administration’s long-standing commitment
to reform welfare, reward work, and support
working families in their transition from wel-
fare to work. The Departments of Health and
Human Services, Labor, and Transportation 

are releasing updated guidance on how
States and communities can coordinate Fed-
eral resources to address the transportation
challenge in moving people from welfare to
work. The guidance provides a variety of in-
novative strategies that communities can
fund, ranging from making public transit
more accessible for weekend and evening
shifts to helping individuals lease, purchase,
or repair a car. In addition, the Departments
of Housing and Urban Development and
Health and Human Services are releasing
new guidance for housing and welfare agen-
cies to work together to help families in pub-
lic and assisted housing move toward self-
sufficiency using services such as job search
assistance, mentoring, counseling, transpor-
tation, and child care.

A new evaluation of the Minnesota Family
Investment Program confirms that pro-
moting and rewarding work has powerful
positive impacts on low income families. The
Minnesota results show that welfare reform
can substantially increase employment, re-
duce poverty, decrease levels of domestic
abuse, and improve children’s behavior and
school performance when States combine
strong work requirements with investments
in supports for low income working families.
Employment and earnings impacts were es-
pecially large for families in public and as-
sisted housing. This research also found that
welfare reform can increase marriage rates
and marital stability among low income fami-
lies.

These results highlight the importance of
the interagency guidance on housing and
transportation released today and the need
for continued investments to support work-
ing families. I call on the Congress to enact
my budget proposals to support working fam-
ilies: expanding the earned-income tax credit,
improving access to affordable and quality
child care, expanding health care for low in-
come working families, providing more hous-
ing vouchers for hard-pressed working fami-
lies, helping more low income families get
to work by making it easier for them to own
a car or obtain public transportation, and
helping more low income fathers work and
support their children.


