
1304 June 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

of the court, distinguished citizens. I am de-
lighted to be back in Ukraine, and delighted
to be again with President Kuchma to work
on our strategic partnership, because the suc-
cess of Ukraine as a free and prosperous na-
tion is very important to the United States.

Of course, succeeding in the future re-
quires learning from the past. I am very
proud and moved to be here today—this is
World Environment Day—for this historic
announcement by President Kuchma that
the final reactor at the Chernobyl nuclear
powerplant will be shut down and the entire
plant closed forever on December the 15th.
This is a hopeful moment. It is also a moment
when we remember those who suffered as
a result of the accident there.

The President and I agreed that we can
grow our economies and protect the environ-
ment and public health at the same time, and
so we must. I am pleased to announce that
the United States will pledge $78 million for
the Chernobyl Shelter Fund to contain radi-
ation from the destroyed reactor, and an-
other $2 million to expand efforts to improve
safety at Ukraine’s other nuclear power-
plants.

The President and I also discussed his plan
for economic reform. He and his team have
an economic plan that can put Ukraine on
a path towards sustainable growth and much
higher living standards. President Kuchma
has moved to give his people their own land,
to reduce government bureaucracy, to pro-
mote entrepreneurship. He has taken recent
steps to enhance Ukraine’s protection of in-
tellectual property rights and the rule of law.
And these things improve the climate for in-
vestment in Ukraine and will attract more
investment dollars from the United States
and other places across the world.

In that spirit, I am pleased to announce
a new 5-year, $25-million business develop-
ment program for small- and medium-sized
businesses in Ukraine to help them partici-
pate in the growing economy.

Finally, I want to take another important
step today. Because of Ukraine’s strong ef-
forts to prevent missile proliferation, I am
announcing our decision to eliminate com-
mercial space quotas and open the door to
expanded U.S. cooperation with Ukraine’s
space program. This decision will have a posi-

tive, long-term impact on Ukraine’s eco-
nomic prospects, creating more high-tech
jobs and positioning Ukraine to be a leader
in a cutting-edge area of 21st century com-
merce. It will also enhance the ability of
American companies to compete in space.
This represents the kind of high-level part-
nership our countries can look forward to as
we enter the new century together.

Thank you very much, Mr. President. It’s
been a good day.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in the
White Room at Mariinskiy Palace. In his remarks,
he referred to President Leonid Kuchma and
Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko of Ukraine.

Statement on Termination of the
Ukraine-United States Commercial
Space Launch Agreement
June 5, 2000

I am pleased to announce that today the
United States has terminated the commercial
space launch trade agreement with Ukraine.
This decision eliminates launch quotas and
gives U.S. firms greater opportunity to enter
into commercial space launch joint ventures
with Ukrainian partners without limit and re-
flects Ukraine’s steadfast commitment to
international nonproliferation norms.

Remarks to the People
of Ukraine in Kiev
June 5, 2000

I believe we should give a round of ap-
plause to Natalia and Kateryna. They were
fabulous. Didn’t they give a good—[ap-
plause]—they are a great representative of
the young people of Ukraine. Let me also
thank the representatives of your govern-
ment who came here with me today—Dep-
uty Head of Presidential Administration
Rohovyi, Foreign Minister Tarasyuk. I’d like
to thank Mayor Omelchenko and Patriarch
Filaret and all the distinguished representa-
tives of the Ukraine Government who have
joined me and the Secretary of Energy and
my National Security Adviser and our two
Ambassadors for a good day of meetings.
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