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lot about these technological issues that
we're going to have to face. For example,
we've got to close the digital divide. Wouldn’t
you like to have somebody as President who
knew how to do it, and who had been work-
ing on it for 6 or 7 years?

We've got to deal with the privacy issues.
We're all going to have all our records on
computers, all our financial records, all our
health care records. If you had to put up
health care records to get health insurance,
don’t you think there ought to be some limit
to who gets access to them? Shouldn’t you
have to give your own permission before you
give them up? Do you think you ought to
be denied a job because somebody can log
onto the Internet and find out something
about you your first cousin may not know?
These are big issues.

So anyway, I realize this is not a traditional
political speech; this is a conversation. But
you just remember what I told you. It’s a
real big election, real big issues, honest dif-
ferences—not bad guys and good guys, hon-
est differences. And if people know what they
are, we'll win. That's what you have to help
us do.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in Salon
1 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to luncheon cohosts Fred DuVal and
Steve Owens; Edward G. Rendell, general chair,
Democratic National Committee; Secretary of the
Interior Bruce Babbitt and his wife, Hattie
Babbitt, Deputy Administrator, U.S. Agency for
International Development; Janet Napolitano, Ar-
izona attorney general; Thomas Patterson, pro-
fessor of government and the press, John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government, Harvard University;
and Gov. Jane Dee Hull of Arizona.

Statement on Proposed School
Modernization Legislation
June 22, 2000

Every year that Congress stalls on passing
critical school modernization legislation is an-
other year our children have to go to class
in trailers, in crowded classrooms, in crum-
bling schools. A new U.S. Department of
Education survey of the condition of Amer-
ican schools gives cause for concern. Rising
enrollments and years of deferred mainte-
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nance have taken a serious toll, jeopardizing
our children’s health and the quality of their
education. According to the report, our
schools require $127 billion in repairs and
3.5 million students attend school in build-
ings that need to be replaced altogether.

Children cannot learn in crumbling
schools. Tt is clear that additional resources
are needed to accommodate record enroll-
ments and allow smaller classes. I have called
on Congress to enact my proposal to repair
25,000 schools over the next 5 years. In addi-
tion, I have proposed a school construction
tax cut that would help communities build
and modernize 6,000 schools. Representa-
tives Charles Rangel and Nancy Johnson
have introduced legislation to do just that.
While there is broad bipartisan support for
this key school modernization legislation,
congressional leaders have refused to even
bring it to a vote. Congress should act now
to give all our children the safe, modern,
world-class schools they deserve.

Statement on Proposed Legislation
To Bolster Enforcement of Gun Laws

June 22, 2000

Today the House has an opportunity to
bolster our efforts to fight gun crime in
America as it considers the Commerce, Jus-
tice, State appropriations bill. In its current
form, the bill severely underfunds my $280
million national gun enforcement initiative—
including funding for 1,000 new State and
local gun prosecutors, anti-gun violence
media campaigns, and smart gun technology.
I urge the House to pass Representative
Lowey’s amendment to provide $150 million
to hire State and local gun prosecutors to put
more gun criminals behind bars.

Yesterday the Treasury Department re-
leased its first-ever gun ATF gun trafficking
report demonstrating my administration’s
commitment to tough gun enforcement and
the need to close deadly loopholes in our laws
that make gun shows and corrupt dealers fa-
vorite supply channels for illegal traffickers.
Congress can take immediate action to ad-
dress these issues and make progress in the
fight to reduce gun violence. Instead, the
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House attempted to undermine the adminis-
tration’s historic gun safety agreement with
Smith & Wesson last night. Despite the fail-
ure of this attempt, the Republican leader-
ship continues its assault on this agreement
at a time when our Nation loses nearly 12
children per day in gunfire.

We should be doing all we can to move
forward in the fight to reduce gun violence,
not backward. I urge Congress to focus on
measures that will improve public safety by
fully funding my national gun enforcement
initiative to give law enforcement even more
tools to crack down on gun criminals. And
Congress should finally pass the stalled com-
monsense gun safety legislation to close the
gun show loophole and take other steps to
keep guns out of the wrong hands.

Statement on the Shootings of
Government Meat Inspectors

June 22, 2000

I was shocked and saddened to learn of
the tragic shootings of three government in-
spectors, including two U.S. Department of
Agriculture employees, in California. The
Federal Government is working closely with
local authorities on this matter. This grievous
act was committed against dedicated individ-
uals who were working to ensure the public’s
health and safety. I want to join all Americans
in extending our thoughts and prayers to the
victims and their families and coworkers.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
National Long-Term Energy Needs

June 22, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
With so much attention focused on the re-
cent spike in gasoline prices and OPEC’s de-
cision to increase production quotas, it is crit-
ical that we not lose sight of our nation’s long-
term energy needs. For seven years, my Ad-
ministration has pursued a sound, com-
prehensive policy to address those needs. Re-
grettably, several key elements of this Ad-
ministration’s strategy have languished in
Congress. In recent days, in fact, budget ini-
tiatives to strengthen our energy supply have
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suffered significant cuts, while some Mem-
bers have advanced proposals that would se-
riously harm our environment in the name
of energy security. I urge you to work closely
with me to enact these critical energy pro-
posals without further delay.

I remain very concerned about high gaso-
line prices and find the situation in the Chi-
cago/Milwaukee region particularly trou-
bling. Last week, the Department of Energy
(DOE) and the Environmental Protection
Agency sent analysts to the region to explore
the reasons for this price differential. While
a number of factors appear to have contrib-
uted to the unusually high prices in the re-
gion, it is possible that they may not account
for the entire increase in gas prices. The Fed-
eral Trade Commission has initiated an in-
vestigation of pricing practices in the region
to determine if there is any unfair or illegal
activity there. We look forward to the results
of these investigations.

Our concern about high gasoline prices in
the short-term, however, cannot be allowed
to distract us from addressing the long-term
energy needs of our nation. My Administra-
tion has pursued an energy policy that pro-
vides a comprehensive and balanced ap-
proach to addressing the nation’s energy
needs. Unfortunately, Congress is consid-
ering proposals that are unnecessary and
would do irrevocable harm to the environ-
ment, such as opening the Arctic refuge to
drilling. Instead, Congress should act on the
following key pieces of my energy policy.

First, I have proposed a $4 billion package
of tax incentives to encourage consumers to
purchase more efficient cars, homes, and
consumer products. Congress has failed to
enact this package for over two years, even
though these tax credits would save con-
sumers money, protect our environment, and
reduce our dependence on foreign oil. I also
have proposed tax incentives to support re-
newable energy and the domestic oil indus-
try, including the expensing of geological and
geophysical expenses and delay rental pay-
ments.

Second, over the past seven years I have
repeatedly proposed significant increases in
Federal investments in responsible domestic
sources of energy, including most recently
$1.4 billion in FY 2001 for high-priority items



