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fundamental interests without also winning
the right to say they have stuck it to the Pal-
estinians. I believe there is, and we’re going
to explore how we might persuade them, all
of them, that there is and where we go from
here.

And T hope that just this kind of thing I've
been talking about will spark a whole range
of “oh” articles in the press, commentators
on the TV programs, other people talking and
thinking this way, trying to be innovative and
open and—you know, I realize the incredible
pressure these people were under in even
having this discussion. That is, in the end,
why I realized we couldn’t get it done in 2
weeks. You've got to get used to talking about
something for a little bit before you can then
entertain how you can create an edifice that
you hadn’t previously imagined. And I think
we’ll be able to do it.

Q. How long are you going to wait before
you give it another shot?

The President. Well, it depends. I can’t
answer that. I've tried to make the judgments
here for 8 years based on what I thought
would aid the process, and I can’t yet tell,
Mark, [Mark Knoller, CBS Radio] what
would be most in aid of the process. I just
can’t tell yet.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ed McMahon, spokes-
person, Publishers’ Clearinghouse Sweepstakes;
and Gov. George W. Bush of Texas.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the Federal
Labor Relations Authority

July 26, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 701 of the Civil
Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public Law 95—
454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I have the pleasure
of transmitting to you the Twenty-first An-
nual Report of the Federal Labor Relations
Authority for Fiscal Year 1999.

The report includes information on the
cases heard and decisions rendered by the
Federal Labor Relations Authority, the Gen-
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eral Counsel of the Authority, and the Fed-
eral Service Impasses Panel.
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Thank you very much. Let me say to all
of you, I thank you for being here. And I
want to thank the organizers of this event
for holding it in this wonderful museum. It’s
one of Hillary’s and my favorite places in all
of Washington, DC, and I hope you’ll always
support it and bring some people back here.
This is a great thing for the women of Amer-
ica, this museum, and I'm delighted to be
here.

I want to thank Governor Glendening for
what he said and for his sterling leadership.
Maryland, in so many ways, has led the coun-
try in education and health policy and so
many other things since Parris Glendening
has been Governor and Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend has been Lieutenant Governor. I
am so proud of them. I have been to Mary-
land more than any other State in America
the last 8 years, to highlight reforms at the
State level that work. And it’s a real tribute
to him. I'm grateful to him.

I also want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here and those who are gone.
I know Steny Hoyer was here; I heard him,
with his booming voice, speaking when I
came in and started taking pictures with a
few of you. And I thank him and Al Wynn.
And thank you, Jim Moran, for being here.
Thank you, Elijah Cummings, for being here.
And thank you, Patrick Kennedy, for being
here, out there in the crowd, just one of the
folks, like all the Kennedys. [Laughter] I ap-
preciate you being here. Good for you.

Patrick has been the chairman of the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Com-
mittee, which means he has to go out and
make sure all the House Members have
enough money to get on television. So he’s



