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We extend this helping hand to these fami-
lies because it’s the right thing to do and be-
cause, over time, it will help the teen birth
rate go down even more. With these steps,
we’ll do still more to make welfare what it
was meant to be, a second chance, not a way
of life. Working together in a spirit of
progress and respect, we can help everyone
to make the most of their own lives.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:22 p.m.
on August 11 in the Map Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 12.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 11 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Memorandum on Second Chance
Homes for Teen Parents
August 11, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development

Subject: Second Chance Homes for Teen
Parents

My Administration has made it a key pri-
ority to promote personal responsibility, pre-
vent teenage pregnancy, and to provide
young people with the educational and em-
ployment opportunities necessary to break
the cycle of dependency. We know the dev-
astating effects on young people when they
become parents too soon—nearly 80 percent
of single teen mothers end up on welfare and
only one-third receive a high school diploma
or GED. We also know the impact that this
has on their children, who are 40 percent
more likely to have low birth weights; need
20 percent more health care; and are at
greater risk of abuse and neglect. Moreover,
girls of teen mothers are a third more likely
to become teen mothers themselves and boys
of teen mothers are nearly 3 times more like-
ly to be incarcerated than boys of mothers
who delayed childbearing.

Under my Administration, I have taken
bold steps to promote responsibility and pre-
vent teen pregnancy by taking executive ac-
tion to require young mothers to stay in
school or risk losing welfare payments, enact-

ing welfare reform in 1996, strengthening
child support enforcement, and launching a
National Campaign to Prevent Teen Preg-
nancy. We know that these efforts are having
an impact: teen birth rates have dropped for
the eighth year in a row, falling by 20 percent
since their most recent peak in 1991 to the
lowest levels since we began collecting these
data 60 years ago. But we also know that
there are still far too many children having
children, and we must do more.

To build on this progress and to reach out
to teen mothers at risk of a repeat pregnancy,
my FY 2001 budget includes a provision to
invest $25 million in the creation and expan-
sion of ‘‘second chance homes.’’ It is critical
that we help teen parents who cannot live
with their own parents or other relatives gain
access to supportive, adult-supervised living
arrangements—second chance homes—that
offer parenting skills, job counseling, edu-
cation, and other referrals to help reduce the
chance of repeat pregnancies and improve
the prospects for young mothers and their
children. Where appropriate, these programs
should also reach out to involve young fathers
in responsible parenting, and to help recon-
nect these teens with their own parents. An
early evaluation of the Second Chance
Homes program in Massachusetts has dem-
onstrated that second chance homes can re-
duce the number of repeat pregnancies.
Moreover, this study showed that mothers
served by second chance homes were more
likely to become self-sufficient, complete
high school, and to keep their children’s im-
munizations up to date. With approximately
100,000 repeat pregnancies each year, we
must do all that we can to help improve the
prospects for teen parents and their children.

Therefore, I direct the Secretaries of
Health and Human Services and Housing
and Urban Development to work together
to implement the following actions:

(1) Within 60 days, issue guidance to
nonprofit organizations (both faith-
based and other community-based or-
ganizations) and State and local gov-
ernments to create awareness about
the second chance home model, high-
light States’ responsibility to provide
access to adult-supervised living ar-
rangements for minor parents who
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cannot live at home, provide best
practices concerning program design,
and provide user-friendly information
about existing funding sources for
both facilities and services costs, for
the creation or expansion of second
chance homes;

(2) Create a joint technical assistance ef-
fort to help communities interested in
establishing or expanding second
chance homes;

(3) Use all available legal authority to
provide organizations interested in es-
tablishing second chance homes ac-
cess to foreclosed, underutilized, and
surplus real estate or facilities at the
maximum allowable discount. The
Department of Housing and Urban
Development should also explore op-
portunities to increase the availability
of Supportive Housing Program funds
to second chance homes for teen par-
ents; and

(4) Clarify that teen parents in second
chance homes may be eligible for
low-income housing vouchers and en-
courage second chance home opera-
tors to accept housing voucher hold-
ers into their programs.

The swift and collaborative implementa-
tion of these actions is vital to achieving our
goal of helping teen parents take responsi-
bility for their lives and their children’s fu-
tures.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was embargoed for re-
lease by the Office of the Press Secretary until
10:06 a.m. on August 12.

Remarks at a Hollywood Tribute
to the President in Los Angeles
August 12, 2000

Thank you so much. I want to thank all
the people Hillary mentioned, all the other
wonderful entertainers who are here in the
audience tonight, all of our friends and sup-
porters. There are so many things—I’d like
to say something about everyone. I do have
a confession to make. When I was in Aachen,
Germany, the other day to receive the

Charlemagne Prize, the ceremony began in
Charlemagne’s Church, built in the 8th cen-
tury. And you can actually sit in the place
where Charlemagne sat, and you can actually
see the throne on which Charlemagne was
crowned. And at that very moment, I really
thought Shirley MacLaine was sitting right
next to me. [Laughter]

I would also like to thank the members
of our family, some of whom are here to-
night, some of whom, like my mother and
Hillary’s dad, aren’t here anymore. I’d like
to thank my mother-in-law and my step-
father, Dick Kelley, my brother and his fam-
ily, Hillary’s two brothers, our wonderful
nephews, my wonderful sister-in-law, Maria.
And all these times over the last 8 years, they
shared a lot of the joy, which was their per-
fect right, but they also had to take a lot of
the bullets, which they shouldn’t have. And
I’m really glad that they’re here with us to-
night.

I was looking at those movies up there,
interspersed with all the entertainment and
the wonderful, wonderful things that were
said. And by the way, the people that pro-
duced this show and conceived it did a fabu-
lous job, and we ought to give them a round
of applause, too. [Applause]

And I was thinking how quickly it all
passed and what an absolute joy it was. I want
you to know that for me this was not only
the greatest honor of my life but every day,
even the bad days, were good days, as long
as I remembered who hired me and what
I was doing there.

There were some days when the cost of
doing business seemed reasonably high at the
end of the 20th century, but it was still a
joy. Because of you and the other Americans
who gave me a chance to serve, I had a
chance to save lives and lift lives. I hope I
made some little kids and forgotten people
think that they still counted. I hope that
around the world, fewer people will die of
AIDS, fewer children will grow up poor,
fewer people will die in battle. I hope that
here at home, now that we have this unbe-
lievable prosperity, the American people will
decide this year to make the most of it.

That’s the last thing I’d like to ask you.
I’ve often wondered why I love music and
movies so much. And Franklin Roosevelt
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