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Week Ending Friday, September 22, 2000

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Joint Convention on the Safety of
Spent Fuel Management and on the
Safety of Radioactive Waste
Management With Documentation

September 13, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and

consent to ratification, the Joint Convention
on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and
on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Manage-
ment, done at Vienna on September 5, 1997.
Also transmitted for the information of the
Senate is the report of the Department of
State concerning the Convention.

This Convention was adopted by a Diplo-
matic Conference convened by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in
September 1997 and was opened for signa-
ture in Vienna on September 5, 1997, during
the IAEA General Conference, on which
date Secretary of Energy Federico Peña
signed the Convention for the United States.

The Convention is an important part of
the effort to raise the level of nuclear safety
around the world. It is companion to and
structured similarly to the Convention on
Nuclear Safety (CNS), to which the Senate
gave its advice and consent on March 25,
1999, and which entered into force for the
United States on July 10, 1999. The Conven-
tion establishes a series of broad commit-
ments with respect to the safe management
of spent fuel and radioactive waste. The Con-
vention does not delineate detailed manda-
tory standards the Parties must meet, but in-
stead Parties are to take appropriate steps
to bring their activities into compliance with
the general obligations of the Convention.

The Convention includes safety require-
ments for spent fuel management when the
spent fuel results from the operation of civil-
ian nuclear reactors and radioactive waste

management for wastes resulting from civil-
ian applications.

The Convention does not apply to a Party’s
military radioactive waste or spent nuclear
fuel unless the Party declares it as spent nu-
clear fuel or radioactive waste for the pur-
poses of the Convention, or if and when such
waste material is permanently transferred to
and managed within exclusively civilian pro-
grams. The Convention contains provisions
to ensure that national security is not com-
promised and that Parties have absolute dis-
cretion as to what information is reported on
material from military sources.

The United States has initiated many steps
to improve nuclear safety worldwide in ac-
cordance with its long-standing policy to
make safety an absolute priority in the use
of nuclear energy, and has supported the ef-
fort to develop both the CNS and this Con-
vention. The Convention should encourage
countries to improve the management of
spent fuel and radioactive waste domestically
and thus result in an increase in nuclear safe-
ty worldwide.

Consultations were held with representa-
tives from States and the nuclear industry.
There are no significant new burdens or un-
funded mandates for the States or industry
that should result from the Convention.
Costs for implementation of the proposed
Convention will be absorbed within the exist-
ing budgets of affected agencies.

I urge the Senate to act expeditiously in
giving its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 13, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 15. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Interagency Arctic Research
Policy Committee
September 14, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 108(b) of Public

Law 98–373 (15 U.S.C. 4107(b)), I transmit
herewith the Eighth Biennial Report of the
Interagency Arctic Research Policy Com-
mittee (February 1, 1998, to January 31,
2000).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 14, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 15. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

India-United States Joint Statement
September 15, 2000

Prime Minister Vajpayee and President
Clinton today reaffirmed the vision they out-
lined in March in New Delhi of a closer and
qualitatively new relationship between India
and the United States in the 21st century.
They reiterated their conviction that closer
cooperation and stronger partnership be-
tween the two countries will be a vital factor
for shaping a future of peace, prosperity, de-
mocracy, pluralism and freedom for this
world. They acknowledged that this vision
draws strength from broad political support
in both countries.

The two leaders agreed that the wide-
ranging architecture of institutional dialogue
between the two countries provides a broad-
based framework to pursue the vision of a
new relationship. They expressed satisfaction
at the pace and purposefulness with which
the two countries have initiated the consulta-
tions envisaged in the dialogue architecture.

In particular, the two leaders are gratified
by their recent exchange of visits, and by the

regular foreign policy consultations at the
ministerial and senior policy levels:

• They expressed satisfaction at the role
that the two countries played in the
launch of the Community of Democ-
racies.

• In the economic arena, they reaffirmed
their confidence that the three ministe-
rial-level economic dialogues and the
High-Level Coordinating Group will
improve the bilateral trade environ-
ment, facilitate greater commercial co-
operation, promote investment, and
contribute to strengthening the global
financial and trading systems.

• They welcomed the progress of the
Joint Working Group on Counter-
Terrorism, and agreed that it would also
examine linkages between terrorism and
narcotics trafficking and other related
issues. They noted the opening of a
Legal Attaché office in New Delhi de-
signed to facilitate cooperation in
counter-terrorism and law enforcement.

• The two leaders expressed satisfaction
that the joint consultative group on
clean energy and environment met in
July and agreed to revitalize and expand
energy cooperation, while discussing
the full range of issues relating to envi-
ronment and climate change.

• They welcomed the establishment of
the Science and Technology forum in
July and agreed that the forum should
reinvigorate the traditionally strong sci-
entific cooperation between the two
countries. In that connection, they
noted the contribution of the two
science and technology related round-
table meetings held in March and Sep-
tember.

• They also welcomed the recent initia-
tives in the health sector, including the
joint statements of June 2000, as exam-
ples of deepening collaboration in im-
proving health care and combating
AIDS and other major diseases of our
time.


