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the dangers of tobacco use and protect indi-
vidual tobacco farmers. Tobacco growers,
like many other farmers, have confronted dif-
ficult economic circumstances these last few
years as tobacco companies increasingly turn
to foreign tobacco. We have supported sev-
eral efforts over the years to protect tobacco
farmers and to develop new opportunities for
these growers and their communities. The
Commission, which will make recommenda-
tions on ways to continue this work while
protecting public health, is an important next
step.

This new panel, the President’s Commis-
sion on Improving Economic Opportunity in
Communities Dependent on Tobacco Pro-
duction While Protecting Public Health, will
be cochaired by William Martin ‘‘Rod’’
Kuegel, Jr., the president of the Burley To-
bacco Growers Cooperative Association, and
Matthew Myers, the president of the Cam-
paign for Tobacco-Free Kids. Both are lead-
ers in their communities with proven records
on bringing grower and health groups to-
gether on issues important to both. In 1998
they worked with a coalition of grower, pub-
lic health, and religious groups to issue a
statement of principles outlining their shared
commitment to reducing disease caused by
tobacco products and ensuring the future
prosperity and stability of American tobacco
farmers and farming communities. The work
of this important new Commission will serve
to further demonstrate that the goals of re-
ducing youth smoking and protecting Amer-
ican farmers can be pursued together.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 13168—President’s
Commission on Improving Economic
Opportunity in Communities
Dependent on Tobacco Production
While Protecting Public Health
September 22, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es-
tablished the ‘‘President’s Commission on
Improving Economic Opportunity in Com-
munities Dependent on Tobacco Production
while Protecting Public Health’’ (the ‘‘Com-
mission’’). The Commission shall be com-
posed of not more than 10 members to be
selected by the Secretary of Agriculture, in
consultation with the President. The mem-
bers may include tobacco producers and
quota holders; public health experts; Federal,
State, and local government representatives;
and experts in agricultural economics and
economic development.

(b) Two co-chairs shall be selected by the
Secretary of Agriculture from the member-
ship of the Commission. The co-chairs shall
report to the President through the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

Sec. 2. Purpose. The Commission shall ad-
vise the President on changes occurring in
the tobacco farming economy and rec-
ommend such measures as may be necessary
to improve economic opportunity and devel-
opment in communities that are dependent
on tobacco production, while protecting con-
sumers, particularly children, from hazards
associated with smoking.

Sec. 3. Functions. (a) The Commission
shall collect and review information about
changes in the tobacco farming economy and
Federal, State, and local initiatives intended
to help tobacco growers, tobacco quota hold-
ers, and communities dependent on tobacco
production pursue new economic opportuni-
ties. The Commission may make rec-
ommendations concerning these, and any
other, changes and initiatives that may be
necessary to improve economic opportunity
in communities dependent on tobacco pro-
duction. It shall also consider the public
health implications of such changes and ini-
tiatives, including the efforts to reduce youth
smoking and tobacco-related health con-
sequences in the United States and abroad.

(b) For the purpose of carrying out its
functions, the Commission may hold hear-
ings, establish subcommittees, and convene
and act at such times and places as the Com-
mission may find advisable.

Sec. 4. Reports. The Commission shall
make a preliminary report to the President
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by December 31, 2000. A final report shall
be submitted to the President 6 months after
the Commission’s first meeting.

Sec. 5. Administration. (a) To the extent
permitted by law, the heads of executive de-
partments and agencies shall provide the
Commission, upon request, with such infor-
mation as it may require for the purposes
of carrying out its functions.

(b) While engaged in the work of the Com-
mission, members appointed from among
private citizens of the United States may be
allowed travel expenses, including per diem
in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law
for persons serving intermittently in the Gov-
ernment service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707) to the
extent funds are available for such purposes.

(c) To the extent permitted by law and
subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Department of Agriculture shall provide
the Commission with administrative services,
funds, facilities, staff, and other support serv-
ices necessary for the performance of the
Commission’s functions. Notwithstanding
any other Executive Order, the functions of
the President under the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended, except that of
reporting to the Congress, that are applicable
to the Committee shall be performed by the
Secretary of Agriculture in accordance with
guidelines that have been issued by the Ad-
ministration of General Services.

Sec. 6. General. The Commission shall
terminate 30 days after submitting its final
report, but not later than 2 years from the
date of this order, unless extended by the
President.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 22, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 26, 2000]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on September 27. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7344—Gold Star
Mother’s Day, 2000
September 22, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s Armed Forces have stood watch

over our freedom for more than two cen-
turies. They have held posts on lonely ridges,
spent long days and nights at sea, and faced
danger in the skies. They have sacrificed
their youth, their time, and even their lives
to sustain the foundation on which our coun-
try was built and to protect the democratic
values that keep our country strong and free.

The mothers of these courageous men and
women have also bravely stood watch—in
homes once filled with the laughter of chil-
dren—and waited for word from their loved
ones. When the guns of battle fell silent,
many mothers’ homes were once again filled
with the boisterous commotion of their chil-
dren returning from distant lands. But the
homes of Gold Star Mothers remained silent.
Their children had made the ultimate sac-
rifice for our Nation, and Gold Star Mothers
were left with the profound sorrow of their
heartbreaking loss.

But America’s Gold Star Mothers rose
above their personal tragedy, and today they
continue to stand watch over our Nation.
Reaching out to improve the lives of others
and to ensure that the noble contributions
of their sons and daughters are not forgotten,
they are powerful examples of service and
sacrifice for us all. With dignity, courage, and
compassion, they have worked to promote
patriotism, foster peace and goodwill, and ex-
tend a helping hand to veterans and those
in need. Their generosity of spirit has
touched the lives of countless Americans and
made certain that the selflessness their chil-
dren demonstrated in service to our country
remains a prominent part of our national
character.

For their steadfast devotion to duty and
their unwavering commitment to carrying on
the proud legacy of their children, we honor
these Gold Star Mothers each year. The Con-
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June


