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Proclamation 7346—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 2000

September 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As we once again observe National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, we can be heart-
ened by the progress we have made in the
battle against breast cancer. Today we have
a better under standing of what causes the
disease, and advances in research are leading
to improvements in detection and diagnosis
and to treatments that are improving pa-
tients” quality of life and chances of survival.

Two million Americans today are breast
cancer survivors, thanks in large part to ear-
lier detection and more effective treatments.
Statistics from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) show that nearly
70 percent of women aged 50 and older have
had a mammogram in the past 2 years, com-
pared with only 27 percent in 1987. While
these increases were found among women
at all income levels, those with lower incomes
are still less likely to be screened than those
at higher income levels. The National Cancer
Institute (NCI) and the Health Care Financ-
ing Administration are working together to
inform women aged 65 and older that Medi-
care coverage is available for mammography
screenings; and the CDC’s National Breast
and Cervical Cancer Early Detection pro-
vides free or low-cost mammograms to unin-
sured, low-income, and elderly women. And,
to assist the thousands of low-income unin-
sured women whose breast cancer was de-
tected through federally funded screening
programs, my proposed budget for fiscal
2001 includes a new Medicaid option to fund
the lifesaving follow-up treatment they need
to increase their chances of survival.

Research is one of our most powerful tools
in our effort to eradicate breast cancer, and
I am proud that my Administration has made
historic increases in funding for biomedical
research. A number of Federal agencies and
programs are adding to our knowledge about
the disease. The National Toxicology Pro-
gram (NTP), which is part of the National
Institute of Environmental Health Services,
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is studying chemical compounds that may
cause cancer in humans. Based on data from
the NTP, agencies such as the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the Food and
Drug Administration are working to reduce
human exposure to environ mental agents
that might increase the risk for breast and
other cancers. The NCI, through the Long
Island Breast Cancer Study Project and the
Triana Community Health Initiative, is ex-
ploring the possible relationship between dif-
ferent sources of pollution and the incidence
of breast cancer. Findings from these studies
will help researchers and health care pro-
viders identify women who are at higher risk
for breast cancer and develop better strate-
gies for preventing the disease.

The NCI’s landmark Breast Cancer Pre-
vention Trial (BCPT) focused on tamoxifen,
an anti-estrogen medication that helps re-
duce the chance that women who are at high-
er risk for breast cancer will develop the dis-
ease. Building on the success of the BCPT,
a current study of tamoxifen and raloxifene
will determine whether raloxifene is as effec-
tive as tamoxifen, with fewer side effects. The
NCI is also sponsoring clinical trials of sen-
tinel node biopsy, a procedure where the sur-
gical removal of a small number of lymph
nodes can determine whether cancer has
spread outside of the breast.

The American people have also played a
role in funding research through activities
such as the purchase of the 40-cent breast
cancer awareness stamp from the U.S. Postal
Service. The sale of this stamp has raised mil-
lions of dollars for breast cancer research,
and, on July 28 of this year, I was proud to
sign legislation authorizing the sale of this
special stamp for an additional 2 years.

We are gaining ground in our fight against
breast cancer, but we cannot become com-
placent. This year alone, more than 40,000
Americans will die from the disease, and an
estimated 184,200 new cases will be diag-
nosed. We must continue to raise awareness
among our friends, loved ones, and fellow
citizens about the importance of screening
and early detection and the need to support
new research. By doing so, we will one day
triumph over this devastating disease and en-
sure a brighter, healthier future for our chil-
dren.
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Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2000 as
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, businesses,
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the
United States to publicly reaffirm our Na-
tion’s strong and continuing commitment to
controlling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 30, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 4.

Proclamation 7347—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 2000

September 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

This year marks the 25th anniversary of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act and the 10th anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA). These two
landmark civil rights laws have opened the
doors of opportunity for people with disabil-
ities and increased our awareness of the
enormous contributions that Americans with
disabilities can make to our national life.

A decade ago, when we were debating the
Americans with Disabilities Act, critics said
that making workplaces, public transpor-
tation, public facilities, and telecommuni-
cations more accessible would be too costly
and burdensome. But they have been proved
wrong. Since passage of the ADA in 1990,
more than a million men and women with
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disabilities have entered the labor force and,
as taxpayers, consumers, and workers, they
are contributing to a period of unprece-
dented prosperity and record employment in
our country.

Throughout my Administration, we have
worked hard to break down the barriers that
people with disabilities continue to face on
a daily basis. In 1998, I signed the Workforce
Investment Act, requiring that information
technology purchased by the Federal Gov-
ernment be accessible to people with disabil-
ities. In 1999, I was proud to sign the Ticket
to Work and Work Incentives Improvement
Act, which enables Americans with disabil-
ities to retain their Medicare or Medicaid
coverage when they go to work, because no
one should have to choose between health
care and a job. We are also dramatically ex-
panding the income students with disabilities
can earn while retaining access to disability
benefits; and to lead by example, we are hir-
ing more people with disabilities throughout
the Federal Government.

Today’s revolution in information and
communications technology offers us power-
ful new tools to expand employment and
training opportunities for people with disabil-
ities. Whether translating web pages aloud
for people who are blind or visually impaired,
creating captioning for those who are deaf
or hard of hearing, or enabling people with
physical disabilities to control a computer
through eye movement and brain waves,
these technologies show enormous potential
for increasing access to employment and full
participation in society. We are exploring
ways that Medicare and Medicaid can be en-
hanced to cover the cost of assistive tech-
nology so that people can live and work more
independently in the communities of their
choosing. And I was pleased to announce on
September 21 that dozens of corporate lead-
ers from the technology sector and the presi-
dents of many of America’s leading research
universities have pledged to make their prod-
ucts and services accessible to and usable by
people with disabilities.

A new generation of young people with
disabilities is growing up in America today—
graduating from high school, going to col-
lege, and preparing to participate fully in the
workplace. They have a right to make the



