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all parties to work together and in coopera-
tion with the British and Irish Governments
to build on the genuine progress that has al-
ready been achieved in implementing the
Good Friday accord, by restoring momentum
toward full implementation of all its provi-
sions within the agreed timeframe.

Statement on the Bombing of
Civilians in Southern Sudan
October 25, 2000

I am deeply concerned by reports that the
Government of Sudan is bombing innocent
civilians in the southern part of the country.
Last week Government aircraft dropped mu-
nitions on a village while an international re-
lief agency was distributing food. Inter-
national relief workers report that the Gov-
ernment of Sudan has bombed civilian and
humanitarian locations more than 60 times
during the past year.

Such egregious abuses have become com-
monplace in Sudan’s ongoing civil war, which
has already claimed over 2 million lives. If
the Government of Sudan seeks to dem-
onstrate to the international community that
it is prepared to act according to international
norms and the rule of law, it must allow full
and immediate access for humanitarian orga-
nizations seeking to provide relief to Sudan’s
war-ravaged civilians.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on
the Older Americans Act
October 25, 2000

I applaud the House of Representatives
for today’s overwhelming bipartisan vote to
reauthorize the Older Americans Act (H.R.
782). Our Nation’s older Americans have
been waiting for more than 5 years for Con-
gress to approve this critical legislation. Now
that the House has acted, it is imperative that
the Senate pass this important legislation be-
fore it adjourns.

The Older Americans Act is the corner-
stone of our Nation’s commitment to senior
citizens. Seniors all across the country rely
on vital OAA in-home and community-based

services, including home delivered meals,
nursing home ombudsmen, and employment
and transportation services that are essential
to preserve their dignity and independence.

I am also pleased that the House bill in-
cludes the new National Family Caregiver
Support Program, proposed by this adminis-
tration to help hundreds of thousands of fam-
ily members who are struggling to care for
their older or disabled relatives. The Senate
must do its part to pass this legislation with-
out further delay.

Statement on Congressional Action
on the Foreign Operations
Appropriations Legislation

October 25, 2000

I commend the House and Senate for
passing a foreign operations bill today that
supports our efforts to promote peace and
stability around the world, in turn helping
to make our Nation more safe and secure.

I am particularly pleased that this legisla-
tion funds our landmark initiative to provide
debt relief to the poorest of the world’s na-
tions. Our commitment to debt relief gives
these poorest countries a critical opportunity
to combine reform with funds to reduce pov-
erty and provide basic health care and edu-
cation for their people. I applaud the efforts
of all those across the political spectrum who
joined forces to secure this vital funding.

I also am pleased that this legislation in-
creases funding to fight HIV/AIDS. In na-
tions around the world, HIV/AIDS is a lead-
ing cause of death and is undermining dec-
ades of effort to reduce mortality, improve
health, expand educational opportunities,
and lift people out of poverty.

This legislation also helps strengthen our
efforts to support democracy and stability in
southeastern Europe, the Newly Inde-
pendent States, and other key regions. It in-
cludes additional resources to combat ter-
rorism and nuclear proliferation. It also pro-
vides increases for our Peace Corps volun-
teers around the world and for the Export-
Import Bank, which supports the export of
American products overseas.


