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working together to address other important
issues affecting the District of Columbia.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 22, 2000.

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 5633, ap-
proved November 22, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the Minority
Health and Health Disparities
Research and Education Act of 2000

November 22, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign the “Health
Care Fairness Act” into law. This legislation
provides long overdue attention to the dra-
matic disparities in the incidence of disease
and health care outcomes in minorities as
compared to the overall population. It is un-
acceptable that African-American men have
a higher overall cancer incidence and infant
mortality rates than any other racial or ethnic
group; Hispanic and Native Americans suffer
much greater rates of diabetes; and Asian-
American and Pacific Islanders are afflicted
with extraordinarily high levels of cancer of
the liver.

The legislation being enacted today au-
thorizes over $150 million to create a new
national center for research on minority
health and health disparities at NIH, in-
creases funding for research on race and
health disparities at the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality, and cre-
ates a new program to attract health disparity
researchers into this critically important field.
We must build on today’s achievement by
assuring adequate funding for these and
other initiatives that will help close the health
status gap in this Nation. It will make a major
contribution toward eliminating these dis-
parities by 2010—a nationwide goal we es-
tablished over 2 years ago and one which
must be pursued with the same rigor with
which we have worked towards eliminating
barriers to basic civil rights.

NOTE: At the time of publication, the “Health
Care Fairness Act, ” S. 1880, approved November
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22, had not been received by the Office of the
Federal Register in time for assignment of a pub-
lic law number.

Statement on Signing the Minority
Health and Health Disparities
Research and Education Act of 2000

November 22, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
1880, the “Minority Health and Health Dis-
parities Research and Education Act of
2000.” This Act will enhance biomedical and
behavioral research on minority health and
health disparities, support medical training
for minorities and others, and improve the
study and collection of data regarding mi-
norities and other populations.

This important legislation builds on the
work of my Administration, particularly the
efforts of the Secretary of Health and Human
Services (HHS), Donna Shalala, to develop
a truly national commitment to end dispari-
ties in health through research, training, and
data gathering. Under Secretary Shalala,
HHS committed to eliminate disparities in
health by race and ethnicity by the year 2010.
Eliminating disparities will require additional
research and new approaches, but in the
process of addressing the health needs of our
most vulnerable populations, we will improve
the Nation’s health care system for everyone.
This Act was made possible through the bi-
partisan efforts of the Congress; a multiracial
coalition of leaders in public health, business,
education, and charitable foundations; and
my Administration.

The Act creates a National Center on Mi-
nority Health and Health Disparities at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH). This
Center will fund research programs on health
disparities and minority health; support train-
ing of members of health disparity popu-
lations as researchers; and provide education
loan relief for health professionals who com-
mit themselves to perform health disparities
research. The Center will also coordinate all
NIH research efforts in this area. The Center
promises to help all Americans who bear the
burden of health disparities regardless of
their race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic
status, or geographic location.



