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In this time of record prosperity, with
more opportunities for success than ever be-
fore, we must ensure that all of our children
have the education that will allow them to
go to college, get good jobs, and play active
roles in their communities. America’s ongo-
ing commitment to this principle, embodied
in the IDEA, is both an economic and moral
imperative for our future.

Statement Announcing Negotiations
on a Comprehensive Bilateral Free
Trade Agreement With Chile
November 29, 2000

The United States of America (USA) and
Chile have agreed to start negotiations on a
comprehensive bilateral Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA). The FTA will build on the
progress that has been made by the U.S.-
Chile Joint Commission on Trade and Invest-
ment that was established during President
Clinton’s state visit to Chile in April 1998.
This endeavor reflects our mutual commit-
ment to advancing free and open trade and
investment in the Americas and around the
world.

The USA and Chile are both strong sup-
porters of the Free Trade Area of the Amer-
icas (FTAA) negotiations. The negotiation of
a bilateral free trade agreement between us
will provide further impetus for the FTAA
negotiations. The United States and Chile re-
affirm their strong commitment to the multi-
lateral trading system and the launch of a
new round in 2001. The FTA will include
labor and environmental provisions along the
lines of the U.S.-Jordan FTA.

I have directed Ambassador Charlene
Barshefsky to assign a high priority to advanc-
ing negotiations for an FTA.

Statement on the Death of
Henry B. Gonzalez
November 29, 2000

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the death of Congressman Henry
Gonzalez.

Congressman Gonzalez was a trailblazer
and a leader for all of Texas. From his elec-

tion to the San Antonio city council and the
Texas Senate to his successful career in Con-
gress, Henry spent more than 40 years serv-
ing his State and his country. He was the
first Hispanic to serve in the Texas State Sen-
ate in more than 100 years and the first Mexi-
can-American elected from Texas to serve in
Congress.

As chairman of the House Banking Com-
mittee, Congressman Gonzalez championed
the issues of America’s working families,
fighting tirelessly for economic justice, civil
rights, banking reform, and affordable hous-
ing. His work over the decades was recog-
nized with countless honors and awards, in-
cluding the 1994 John F. Kennedy Profiles
in Courage award. Henry will forever be re-
membered as a man of conviction and humil-
ity who devoted his life to lifting people up
and building bridges of understanding.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his
wife, Bertha, his children, and his family and
friends.

Remarks on the Anniversary of the
Brady Handgun and Violence
Prevention Act
November 30, 2000

Thank you very much. It’s ironic; I might
say that I was not able to come and receive
the award from Jim and Sarah because I was
at Sharm al-Sheikh in Egypt, trying to stop
a different kind of shooting. And I’m de-
lighted and honored to receive it today.

I want to thank Secretary Summers for his
work and the Treasury Under Secretary for
Enforcement, Jim Johnson; the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, and Firearms Director, Brad
Buckles. I can’t say enough about what Janet
Reno and her Deputy Attorney General, Eric
Holder, have done over these years to forge
a serious partnership with local law enforce-
ment and to move beyond rhetoric to real
policies that would work to make America
a safer place.

I want to thank the people here from
Handgun Control and the Million Mom
March and the other gun safety organiza-
tions, and the leaders from the religious com-
munity and the National Council of Black
Churches, the American Jewish Congress,
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and law enforcement. And of course, espe-
cially, I want to thank Jim and Sarah for all
these years of courage and determination.

A few years ago, I gave Jim the Medal of
Freedom, and not very long ago we actually
named the White House briefing room in his
honor. But no honor can possibly repay Jim
and Sarah Brady for what they have done
to give America a safer future. And I’m very
grateful to them.

I want to say, Secretary Summers said that
before he became Treasury Secretary, he
knew about the economy, but he didn’t know
much about the law enforcement responsibil-
ities of the Treasury Department. But actu-
ally, the work required to have an impact on
both challenges is not all that different. Peo-
ple ask me all the time; they say, ‘‘You had
such a brilliant economic team, you know:
Summers; Rubin; Sperling; Bentsen. What
great new idea did you bring to Washington,
to economic policy management?’’ And I al-
ways say, ‘‘Arithmetic.’’ [Laughter]

We brought arithmetic back to Wash-
ington, and, you know, 2 and 2 is 4 again.
[Laughter] And miraculously, the deficit
went down, and interest rates went down,
and the economy—what do I mean by that?
Former Governor of New York Mario
Cuomo used to say we campaign in poetry,
but we must govern in prose, which is a fancy
way of saying ideas matter and policies mat-
ter, and rhetoric becomes less important than
actually what you do and whether it has a
solid foundation in fact. So when I say arith-
metic, it’s really a shorthand way of saying
we got back to clear-headed, fact-based eco-
nomic policymaking.

Well, the same thing is true when it comes
to criminal justice and safe streets. Most peo-
ple who run for office know that they will
be all right as long as they talk tough and
as long as they say, ‘‘Show me another bill
to raise the penalties, and I will vote for it.’’
And because there are all kinds of counter-
vailing pressures out there, if you actually
want to do something, as we have seen, and
because Washington is a long way from the
streets of almost every city, except the one
in which we live, people can get elected and
stay elected, from the White House and the
Congress, by having the right poetry, even
if there is no prose.

And that was essentially the problem, in
my judgment, with Federal criminal justice
policy. I was—the first elected office I ever
held was attorney general; 24 years ago this
January I became attorney general of my
State. And to me, this was always serious
business, and I never believed that there was
necessarily a liberal or a conservative posi-
tion. It seemed to me that we ought to do
what would work to protect the lives of our
people, to give our police officers the tools
they need to do the job, to empower commu-
nity organizations, and to do what makes
sense.

So we started a serious debate almost 8
years ago now about what it would take to
make America safer. It was a genuine and
honest debate, and like all debates, it has
been marked by a conflict and often, I think,
by people who forget about the arithmetic
of crime control and safe streets.

Jim and Sarah and so many of you had
been battling for the Brady bill for 7 years.
The vast majority of the American people
supported it, but we all know why it wasn’t
law. And I have plead guilty before to this,
so let me plead guilty again. In 1982, when
I was running for Governor in my State—
and I had been elected in ’78 and defeated
in the Reagan landslide in ’80 and then trying
to get reelected—I endorsed the Brady bill—
1982, before it was called the Brady bill.

I said, ‘‘You know, we ought to have a 3-
day waiting period. We ought to do back-
ground checks.’’ And I sparked the awfulest
firestorm; you can imagine how popular that
was in Arkansas in 1982. [Laughter] And I
wimped out, just like a lot of other people
have. And I got elected Governor, and I went
on and did my business, and we did a lot
of good things, in education, in the economy,
and other things. But I never quite got over
it.

And I realized that if I became President,
I would have a chance to talk to the Nation
about these issues in a way that no one else
could and that we had a chance, because of
the work that Jim and Sarah had done, to
actually have an impact and to get this done.
And obviously, the votes in Congress were
there to pass it. But it wasn’t just about Con-
gress passing the law and my signing it. We
also had a genuine discussion, a serious effort
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to think about not what the poetry of safe
rhetoric, when it comes to crime, is but what
the prose of hard work would be.

One of the main reasons I asked Janet
Reno to be Attorney General is that she had
been one of the most innovative prosecutors
in a big, difficult environment in the United
States. Hillary’s brother had worked as a pub-
lic defender in one of the drug courts that
she set up, that diverted thousands of people
from prison who were first-time, nonviolent
drug offenders, but also helped the crime
rate to go down because they were people
who got off drugs; and if they didn’t, then
they had to go to prison. And now under her
leadership, we’ve helped set up hundreds
and hundreds of these drug courts across
America—another part of this serious debate
about what it really takes to make America
a safer place.

And we’ve had a world of help. We’ve had
great people in the United States Congress,
like Senator Joe Biden and many others.
We’ve had law enforcement officials, com-
munity leaders, clergies, and moms joining
hands. So this is a safer country than it was
8 years ago. Now the cynics say, ‘‘Well, the
crime rate always goes down when the econ-
omy improves.’’ That’s true. But if you look
at past trends, the crime rate has gone down
more this time and gun crime, as you heard,
down 35 percent, because of the other things
that were done.

The Brady law—we finished the first
100,000 police ahead of schedule and under
budget, and we’re now in the process of put-
ting another 50,000 police on the street in
the highest crime neighborhoods in the
country. It is something that I hope will be
continued.

We also had, after the Brady law and the
crime bill, in addition to 100,000 police, the
ban on assault weapons and support for the
most innovative local crime-fighting strate-
gies to keep kids out of trouble in the first
place. And one of the things I’m really proud
of in our education budget is, we’ve gone
from funding zero to 800,000 kids in after-
school programs in America in the last 3
years. And if this education budget passes
when the Congress comes back next week,
we’ll double that. And make no mistake

about it, that’s also a profoundly important
element of this whole debate.

So America is a different place than it was
8 years ago, in many areas, but certainly in
the area of crime: crime down 8 years in a
row, for the first time ever, the lowest overall
rate in 26 years; the lowest murder rate in
33 years. In addition to the prevention meas-
ures that I mentioned, Federal prosecutions
are up, as well. And today there is more good
news. According to the latest figures, the
Brady bill has now stopped more than
611,000 felons, fugitives, and domestic abus-
ers from buying guns.

Now, the opponents of the Brady bill, who
are still alive and well, said at the time that
it would be an enormous burden on hunters
and sport shooters, law-abiding citizens that
wanted weapons in self-defense, and it
wouldn’t make a lick of difference. But after
all these years, we now know nobody’s
missed a day in the deer woods; nobody’s
missed a sport-shooting contest; and it sure
made a difference. It made 611,000 dif-
ferences. That means more children are
alive; more police officers are alive; more citi-
zens are alive; fewer people wounded like
Jim.

I’ll never forget going to Chicago one day
to do an event on this, and we did it near
a trauma center where most of the people
there were young people who were victims
of gunshot wounds. And the speaker there
was a local Chicago policeman who went
through a very, very dangerous tour in Viet-
nam and never got a nick, and had 11 bullets
in his body because of his service in the
streets of Chicago. I’ll never forget that guy
as long as I live, standing there with all those
young kids that were going to spend the rest
of their lives in wheelchairs.

Now, this is the record. But I want to say
two things as you think about the future and
I return to the role of vocal citizen. It’s al-
ready been said, but I want to emphasize it
again. This country is still too dangerous for
our children. The crime rate is still too high.
The level of violence we put up with is still
unacceptable. Thirty thousand Americans are
lost to gunfire a year, about 10 kids every
day. That’s from down from 13. That’s really
good, but it’s still 10.
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So nobody believes America is as safe as
it should be. And if I could go back to the
economic analogy, I have said for the last
year the American people ought to set big
goals because the country is in good shape.
And economically, I think one of our goals
ought to be to get the country out of debt
for the first time since 1835, because that
will keep interest rates down and keep the
economy going and help the police do their
jobs for safer streets. But I think that we
ought to say in this area that we do not intend
to stop working until America is the safest
big country in the world. We do not have
to accept—[applause].

Now, I want to talk a little today about
what I think the next steps should be, be-
cause I think that’s the way we should mark
the anniversary of the Brady law every year.
Every year I think we ought to gather, and
when I’m not President anymore, we ought
to do it anyway—[laughter]—and I hope
you’ll have a friendly forum in which to do
it here. But if you don’t, go somewhere
else—[laughter]—and measure where you
are and where you want to go.

First, we have to make law enforcement
more effective in this area. So today I’m ask-
ing Attorney General Reno and Secretary
Summers to build on the success of the na-
tional instacheck background system to de-
velop a new system to enhance enforcement
of the gun laws by notifying State and local
law enforcement officials when felons and
other restricted individuals try to buy illegal
guns. We should be notifying them imme-
diately, something that we haven’t been
doing.

Second, even as we work hard to keep
criminals from getting guns through the front
door of a gun shop, we should do even more
to lock the back door by cracking down on
illegal gun traffickers. An enormous percent-
age of these illegal gun sales are done by
a relatively small number of people.

Secretary Summers just spoke of the na-
tional initiative we started 4 years ago to
build on the success of cities like Boston in
tracing guns seized from young criminals.
Today I got the third annual report from that
initiative, detailed findings on over 64,000
crime guns recovered by law enforcement
and sent to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,

and Firearms for tracing. The data paints a
clear picture of where juveniles and criminals
are getting their guns, how they’re getting
them, and what kind of guns they’re getting.
It shows that kids and guns continue to
present a serious crime problem; about 45
percent of all crime guns were recovered
from young people.

Now, ATF and its State and local partners
are putting all of this trace information to-
gether so that we can identify the gun traf-
fickers and get them off the streets. In the
last year alone, ATF initiated almost 900
criminal trafficking investigations. And now
we’re going to expand these efforts in the
coming year to 12 more cities, from Newark
to Nashville, from Oklahoma City to Ana-
heim, to find, to prosecute, to punish people
who pedal guns illegally to our kids.

Third, I want to ask Congress again to do
two things when they come back next week.
First, send me a budget that actually funds
our proposal for the largest national gun en-
forcement initiative in history, resources for
500 ATF agents and inspectors, and hun-
dreds more Federal, State, and local gun
prosecutors. And second, close the gun show
loophole. Close the gun show loophole in the
Brady law, require child safety locks on hand-
guns, and stop the importation of large-ca-
pacity ammunition clips, which enable guns
already in the United States legally to be al-
tered so that they get around the assault
weapons ban.

Now this, I think, is very important. Where
are the American people on this? The results
are both encouraging and troubling. Earlier
this month, the voters of Oregon and Colo-
rado, in overwhelming majorities—I think 65
percent in one place and 70 percent in Colo-
rado, where they’ve gone through the searing
experience of Columbine—voted to approve
initiatives to require background checks at
gun shows.

Yet, let’s be frank, folks. Supporters of
these measures are still very vulnerable if
they happen to be candidates for Congress
or running for Congress in places where fear
can be used to make people think that they’re
for something they’re not. And so I want to
say to you what I have said so many times.
I decided that I could probably do this for
America because I was a Southern white
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male who first shot a .22 before he was a
teenager, and that I thought I could go out
and talk to people about this.

Janet Reno and I were talking on the way
in here about her going to a sporting club,
when she proposed the gun safety measure
as prosecutor, and sitting there and spending
2 hours with people. And finally, when she
left, they were for what she wanted to do.

Every time we propose something like this,
it becomes part of some great culture war
in America, and it becomes a pretext for
fundraising, campaigning, getting people to
vote against their own interest because
they’re afraid. And I thought maybe I should
do this in part because I felt like I could
talk to the people that were being stampeded
in election after election. But it’s still a real
serious problem. All you have to do is look
around the country and look at the huge dis-
connect between the votes in Colorado and
Oregon on the initiative and the votes in cul-
turally similar places on specific elections.

Now, does that mean we ought to fold up
our tent and go home? No. Does it mean
that we have no choice but to try to put an
initiative on the ballot in every State and get
the people who disagree with us to spend
their money on something that’s at least spe-
cific? [Laughter] Not necessarily, no. But it
does mean, if we want elected Representa-
tives who come from challenging environ-
ments to stand up and vote for things that
we know make sense, we have to keep work-
ing to learn how to speak to people who are
good people, who were subject to being
stampeded. We have to look for ways to make
the specifics our friend. The facts are our
friends. If the facts were not our friends, this
initiative would not have passed 70 to 30 in
Colorado, a clearly Republican State. And if
you ask people to identify themselves out
there, most people would identify themselves
as conservatives, but they dealt with the facts.

So I just want to encourage you not to stop
but to keep trying to become more effective
by not engaging in the rhetorical wars with
people who disagree with us, but going
straight to the people, themselves, who vote,
who either vote in these referenda or vote
in the elections for Congress and for Gov-
ernor and legislature, and talk to them about

the facts, because the facts are our friends.
Fear is our foe.

And I think this is so important, because
we just can’t walk away from all this now.
We’ve got a good head of steam going. And
nobody—nobody—has proposed a single
thing yet that I’m aware of that would keep
a hunter out of the deer woods or a sports
shooter out of a contest. But all these things
would make America a much safer place.
And you just have to keep working at it, and
you can’t be deterred. But you must be, also,
effective. And you have to realize that when
people get scared, they are liable to resolve
doubt against you. But when they understand
what the deal is, they’re going to resolve
doubt in your favor. The facts are your
friends.

So I want to encourage you to do that.
Jim and Sarah have shown amazing persever-
ance and courage. They’ve kept their spirits
up. They’ve kept our spirits up. They’ve bat-
tled on against the odds. That’s what we have
to do. But I don’t want you to worry about
being mad or being angry or even getting
even. I just want you to understand that you
can win the battle, but you’ve got to be smart,
and you’ve got to be willing to keep working
through setbacks, and you have to be willing
to trust the good common sense and funda-
mental decency of the American people.

If you can get through all the smoke-
screens and argue the facts and if you look
over the last 8 years—if someone had told
me 8 years ago that crime would go down
every year, that it would be at a 26- or 27-
year low, that so many more people would
be alive, that we’d actually pass the Brady
law and the assault weapons ban and we’d
be working on 150,000 police, we’d have
800,000 kids federally funded in after-school
programs, I would have been pretty happy.

But now, after 8 years, I have to tell you,
I still think more about the kids that are left
out and left behind. I still think more about
those that have been victimized instead of
those that have been avoided, because I
know we have to keep going until this is the
safest big country in the world.

So I implore you—I implore you—do not
get discouraged. We know what works. We
know what the arithmetic answer is, and we
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just have to keep after it. We should be grati-
fied and happy in this holiday season that
America is safer, but we should be resolved
to make it the safest big country in the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Presidential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former White House Press Secretary
James S. Brady, who was wounded in the 1981
assassination attempt on President Ronald
Reagan, chair, Hand Gun Control, Inc., and his
wife, Sarah; and former Secretaries of the Treas-
ury Robert E. Rubin and Lloyd Bentsen.

Statement on the Death of
Robert G. Damus

November 30, 2000

I am deeply saddened by the sudden pass-
ing of Bob Damus, General Counsel for the
Office of Management and Budget. Bob
made invaluable contributions to the com-
mon good in his 20 years of Government
service, embodying the very finest qualities
of our Nation’s career civil servants.

Bob’s fine intellect and the breadth of his
knowledge were respected throughout Gov-
ernment and beyond. This administration
and the American people benefited greatly
from his keen judgment and wise counsel,
and he served my two predecessors with the
same loyalty, dedication, and commitment to
excellence.

With a distinguished academic back-
ground, Bob chose Government service out
of a deep desire to contribute to the public
good. In recognition of his outstanding serv-
ice, he twice received the Presidential Rank
Award as a Distinguished Executive, the
highest honor for career civil servants in the
Senior Executive Service.

Bob’s probity and integrity were unsur-
passed. He was a supremely decent man, and
his memory will serve as an inspiration to
us all.

Proclamation 7382—World AIDS
Day, 2000
November 30, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As the global community observes the 13th

annual World AIDS Day, we remember with
sorrow our friends, loved ones, neighbors,
and colleagues who have lost their lives to
AIDS, and we reaffirm our shared commit-
ment to carry on the fight until our battle
against this devastating disease is won.

We can be proud of our efforts over the
past 8 years. My Administration has worked
aggressively to increase funding for AIDS re-
search; to find better treatments, a vaccine,
and a cure; to enhance HIV prevention ef-
forts; and to help ensure that those living
with HIV and AIDS receive the health care
they need. Federal funding for such activities
has doubled on the national front and tripled
internationally, reaching nearly $11 billion
last year alone, and I recently named a Presi-
dential Envoy for AIDS Cooperation.

Building on this commitment, last month
I signed into law the Ryan White CARE Act
Amendments of 2000, improving the Federal
Government’s most comprehensive program
for providing services to Americans living
with HIV/AIDS. Our investment is pro-
ducing results and, thanks to new treatments,
many people with AIDS are living longer and
experiencing a better quality of life than ever
before.

But our battle is far from over. Last year,
3 million people died from HIV/AIDS—the
highest global total reported since the pan-
demic began. Current estimates indicate that
more than 50 million people have been in-
fected with HIV since the virus was first
identified more than 15 years ago, and some
21.8 million people have died from HIV/
AIDS. The number of children orphaned as
a result of HIV/AIDS is estimated to be more
than 13.2 million.
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