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Well, Angela, you earned your perfect
score. And we thank you for a wonderful life-
time of gifts.

Well, there they are, ladies and gentlemen:
Mikhail Baryshnikov, who soared out of the
Soviet Union and into our hearts; Chuck
Berry, who rock-and-rolled his way from seg-
regated St. Louis into the American main-
stream; Placido Domingo, who brought the
songs from Spain and changed the tenor of
America’s music; Clint Eastwood, who rose
out of Depression-era California to earn a
place on the Hollywood Walk of Fame; and
Angela Lansbury, who left her childhood
home in England to become American roy-
alty.

Each one has given us something unique
and enriched us beyond measure. Together
they bring us closer to President Kennedy’s
vision of art as a great unifying and
humanizing experience. Their triumphs have
lifted our Nation and left us a better and
richer place.

Again let me say to all of you, this night
and every night before it has been a profound
honor for Hillary and me. You may find peo-
ple who do this night better in the future;
you will never find anybody who loves it as
much.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Patricia Thompson Lott, wife of Sen-
ator Trent Lott.
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Good morning, and thank you, President
Fahey, for making us feel so welcome at Na-
tional Geographic; Secretary Mineta; Under
Secretary of NOAA Baker. To all the mem-
bers of the Coral Reef Task Force and the
Ocean Exploration Panel, I welcome you.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
to Peter Benchley for the work that he has
done for nearly a lifetime now and for the
remarks he made. And I thank our two native
Hawaiians who are here, Tammy Leilani
Harp, who spoke before me, and our Hawai-

ian elder, who’s affectionately known as
Uncle Buzzy. Thank you very much for being
here.

I want to thank the National Geographic
for giving us a place to make this announce-
ment and for all the years of helping people
to understand the universe and this small
planet. We are fortunate to live in an age
of unprecedented discovery, most of it in the
biological sciences. It seems that almost
every day there is another unlocking of a se-
cret of subatomic particles or the complex-
ities of the human genome. But we’re also
discovering more and more evidence every
day that our human activity is profoundly af-
fecting and, in some cases overwhelming, the
natural systems that surround and sustain us
on our planet.

For 8 years now we have worked to act
on this understanding to better protect our
natural resources for future generations. We
have created and expanded national parks,
established 11 national monuments, saved
the California redwoods, protected the Yel-
lowstone National Park from gold mining.
We’re restoring the Florida Everglades and
preserving vistas of the Grand Canyon, and
we are setting aside over 40 million roadless
acres in our national forests. All together, this
amounts to more land protection in the 48
continental States than any administration
since that of Teddy Roosevelt a century ago.

But we must recognize that, just as land
is an important part of our legacy in the pres-
ervation of our ecosystem, so, too, is our
water. We launched a nationwide effort to
clean up polluted rivers, lakes, and streams.
We created new marine sanctuaries, in
Michigan, Massachusetts, Florida, Wash-
ington, and Hawaii. We also organized the
first National Oceans Conference to develop
a strategy to protect the seas. Today the De-
partment of Commerce—and, Secretary Mi-
neta, I thank you for your leadership on
this—is releasing a comprehensive report,
‘‘Discovering Earth’s Final Frontier.’’ It
charts a bold course for U.S. ocean explo-
ration in the 21st century. And I want to
thank Secretary Mineta, Dr. Marcia McNutt,
and the other members of the Ocean Explo-
ration Panel for their work.

We have a lot of work to do. Many, many
important ecosystems are disappearing just
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as we begin to grasp their unique signifi-
cance, their role in regulating our climate,
their potential for producing lifesaving medi-
cines. A lot of people are most familiar with
the destruction of the rain forests and world-
wide efforts to save them. Today I want to
focus on what we’re doing with the people
of Hawaii to save the rainforests of the sea,
our coral reefs.

These remarkable living structures, built
cell by cell over millions of years, are at once
irreplaceable and valuable. Coral reefs are
beautiful, but more than that, they’re home
to thousands of species of fish and wildlife
found nowhere else on Earth. Worldwide
reefs generate millions of dollars through
fishing and tourism, putting food on our ta-
bles and sustaining coastal communities.
Coral reefs also protect these same commu-
nities from the pounding waves of fierce
storms. And like the rain forests, they’re pro-
viding us new hope for medical break-
throughs.

Unfortunately, the world’s reefs are in
peril. Pollution, damage from dynamite fish-
ing, coral poachers, unwise coastal develop-
ment, and global warming already have killed
over 25 percent of the world’s reefs. In some
areas, such as the Central Indian Ocean, 90
percent of the coral reefs have died, bleached
as white as dead bone.

Now, this is not an isolated problem. Sci-
entists at last month’s International Coral
Reef Symposium presented strong evidence
that unless we take action now, half the
world’s coral reefs will disappear within 25
years. Recently, scientists have shown a
strong correlation between global warming
and the rising ocean temperatures that con-
tribute to reef destruction.

Recognizing the urgency of this challenge,
we remain committed to reaching an inter-
national agreement to implement the Kyoto
Protocol and to cut the production of green-
house gases. And despite the recent delays,
I still believe that we will get a good agree-
ment. The stakes are too high to let this im-
perative slip away.

We have reached the crossroads in the de-
velopment of our natural world. How many
times in our lives, each of us, have we dis-
missed something that went wrong, or that
we did wrong, with the phrase, ‘‘It’s just a

drop in the ocean’’? Now we have solid proof
that millions, even billions of these drops in
the ocean are having a profound, lasting, and
destructive impact on the oceans and the
world around us. So we act now to hopefully
save our seas and our reefs so that we do
not lose their beauty, their bounty, and their
protective qualities forever.

What can we do to turn the tide? What
steps can we take? Well, at my direction, the
Secretaries of Commerce and Interior have
been working closely with the scientific, envi-
ronmental, fishing, and native communities
in Hawaii to determine what can be done
to save the vast majority of our remaining
coral reefs. At the same time, they solicited
public comment and received over a thou-
sand comments from concerned citizens. Ul-
timately, this unprecedented coalition has
recommended a bold and visionary initiative.
Today I am proud to protect America’s great-
est unspoiled reefs by creating the single
largest nature preserve ever established in
the United States, the Northwestern Hawai-
ian Islands Coral Reef Reserve. [Applause]
Thank you.

This pristine, largely uninhabited archi-
pelago covers more area than Florida and
Georgia combined. Integrated into our Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary Program, the new
reserve will encompass nearly 70 percent of
our Nation’s coral reefs. This area is a special
place where the sea is a living rainbow. The
only voices, those of half the world’s last re-
maining monk seals and the cry of sea birds
wheeling in the sky.

In creating this unique preserve, we’re es-
tablishing the strongest level of protection for
oceans ever enacted and setting a new global
standard for reef and marine wildlife protec-
tion. Together, we will safeguard the most
sensitive areas, permit sustainable fishing and
eco-tourism and others, and enable native
Hawaiians to honor their age-old traditions.

The islands and reefs we’re protecting
today have long played an important role in
the history of the Pacific. Archaeologists tell
us that more than a thousand years ago, local
islanders drew sustenance from their brilliant
turquoise waters. Centuries later, Charles
Darwin marveled at the wildlife there during
his historic voyage. And none of us can ever
forget, for 4 bloody days in 1942, America’s
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bravest heroes drew a line in the sand there,
winning the Battle of Midway and changing
the course of World War II and history.

Today we renew our commitment to win-
ning the battle to protect our global environ-
ment, preserving this natural heritage for a
long time—I hope forever.

Let me say, it was nearly a century ago,
ironically, when President Roosevelt recog-
nized the same imperative and created the
Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife Refuge.
He knew then that our natural wonders, on
land or sea, form an integral part of who we
are as a people and that every generation of
Americans must do its part to sustain and
strengthen this legacy. Today we do just that,
incorporating the refuge he created into a
new, vast, and wonderful ‘‘Yellowstone of the
Sea.’’

By any measure, creating this coral reserve
is a big step forward, not just for marine con-
servation in the United States but for the
health of oceans and reefs around the world.

For thousands of years, people have risked
their lives to master the ocean. Now, sud-
denly, the ocean’s life is at risk. We have the
resources and responsibility to rescue the
sea, to renew the very oceans that give us
life, and thereby to renew ourselves. Today
is an important step on that road.

But there is much, much more to be done
in the years ahead. And I hope that no matter
who becomes President—[laughter]—no
matter what the partisan divide of Congress,
that those of you who are here in this room
will continue this work for the rest of your
lives. It is profoundly important, and how our
grandchildren live depends upon how well
we do this work.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the
Grosvenor Auditorium at the National Geographic
Museum. In his remarks, he referred to John M.
Fahey, Jr., president and chief executive officer,
National Geographic Society; author Peter Bench-
ley; Tammy Leilani Harp, member, Native and
Indigenous Rights Advisory Panel to the Western
Pacific Region Fishery Management Council;
Louis (Uncle Buzzy) Agard, board member, Na-
tive Hawaiian Advisory Council; and Marcia K.
McNutt, president and chief executive officer,
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute.

Executive Order 13178—
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve
December 4, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Na-
tional Marine Sanctuaries Act, (16 U.S.C.
1431 et seq.), and the National Marine Sanc-
tuaries Amendments Act of 2000, Public Law
106–513, and in furtherance of the purposes
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801
et seq.), Marine Protection, Research, and
Sanctuaries Act (33 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.),
Coastal Zone Management Act (16 U.S.C.
1451 et seq.), Endangered Species Act (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act (16 U.S.C. 1362 et seq.), Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), National
Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470 et
seq.), National Wildlife Refuge System Ad-
ministration Act (16 U.S.C. 668dd–ee), and
other pertinent statutes, it is ordered as fol-
lows:

Section 1. Preamble. The world’s coral
reefs—the rain forests of the sea—are in seri-
ous decline. These important and sensitive
areas of biodiversity warrant special protec-
tion. While United States waters contain ap-
proximately 3 percent of the world’s coral
reefs, approximately 70 percent of U.S. coral
reefs are in the Northwestern Hawaiian Is-
lands. The 3.5 million acres of coral reefs
around the remote, mostly uninhabited
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are spectac-
ular and almost undisturbed by humans. The
approximately 1,200 mile stretch of coral is-
lands, seamounts, banks, and shoals are un-
questionably some of the healthiest and most
extensive coral reefs in the United States. In
their own right, the spectacular coral reefs
and lands provide an amazing geological
record of volcanic and erosive powers that
have shaped this area. This vast area supports
a dynamic reef ecosystem that supports more
than 7,000 marine species, of which approxi-
mately half are unique to the Hawaiian Is-
land chain. This incredibly diverse ecosystem
is home to many species of coral, fish, birds,
marine mammals, and other flora and fauna
including the endangered Hawaiian monk


