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tax credit, and direct student loans. To help
more disadvantaged students get on track for
college success, we created the GEAR UP
initiative and expanded resources for TRIO.

The Pathways to College Network will
build on our effort to expand college oppor-
tunities by researching successful programs
and using the results to help students across
the country. I salute the commitment made
by six prominent foundations including the
Ford and Gates Foundations, leading non-
profit groups dedicated to college oppor-
tunity, and Secretary of Education Riley. The
network recognizes that elementary and sec-
ondary schools, colleges, universities, and
communities must work together if we are
to successfully address this issue. There is no
higher priority than continuing to work to en-
sure that all Americans have access to a qual-
ity education.

Statement on the Need for
Congressional Action on Funding
for Child Care

December 6, 2000

Today the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services is releasing an important re-
port showing that in 1999, States were able
to provide child care assistance to only 12
percent of all federally eligible low-income
working families. Also today, the Children’s
Defense Fund is releasing a report showing
that the cost of child care is the greatest bar-
rier low-income families face in finding qual-
ity care for their children. These new find-
ings demonstrate that too many working fam-
ilies are still struggling with the high cost of
child care, and we must ensure America’s
families have access to affordable, quality
child care so they can balance their respon-
sibilities both at work and at home. Under
my administration, Federal funding for child
care has more than doubled, and the 1996
welfare reform law increased child care fund-
ing by $4 billion to provide child care assist-
ance to families moving from welfare to work
and to other low-income families, but we can
do more.

Two months ago we reached a bipartisan
agreement with Congress to provide an $817
million increase for the child care and devel-
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opment block grant program, bringing fund-
ing to $2 billion. In 2001 this increase would
enable the program to provide child care
subsidies for nearly 200,000 more children.
With these new resources, combined with
the child care funds provided as part of wel-
fare reform, the program could serve more
than 2.1 million children in 2001, an increase
of nearly one million since 1997. We are still
meeting only a fraction of the need, but this
is a critical step forward. I urge Congress to
complete the work it has left undone for
more than 2 months and heed the message
of these reports by increasing funding for af-
fordable, quality child care. America’s work-
ing families should not have to wait any
longer.

Proclamation 7385—National Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2000

December 6, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

While the bitter winds of war raged across
much of the world on the morning of De-
cember 7, 1941, the United States was still
at peace. At Pearl Harbor, the 130 vessels
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet lay tranquil in the
Sunday silence. Then, at 7:55 a.m., that si-
lence was shattered by the sound of falling
bombs and the rattle of machine-gun fire,
as the war came home to America.

In making such a devastating preemptive
strike, the forces of Imperial Japan sought
to weaken our national spirit and cripple our
military might. But our attackers would soon
learn that they had seriously misjudged the
character of the American people and the
strength of our democracy. Though 21 ships
were sunk or badly damaged, 347 aircraft de-
stroyed or in need of significant repair, and
some 3,500 Americans dead or injured, the
attack on Pear] Harbor galvanized our Nation
into action, reaffirmed our commitment to
freedom, and strengthened our resolve to
prevail.

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, mil-
lions of Americans volunteered to serve in
the Armed Forces. Millions of others filled



