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to the jurisdiction of the United States, and
the American people to join me in reaffirm-
ing our commitment to combating cardio-
vascular disease.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:50 a.m., February 8, 2001]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 9.

Proclamation 7407—National Burn
Awareness Week, 2001

February 7, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Burn injuries are a serious problem in the
United States. Each year, over 3,000 people
die and 16,000 are injured by fires that start
in the home. These fires cost the Nation over
$18 billion. Tragically, children, the elderly,
and persons with disabilities are those most
likely to become victims of serious burns.
Children are particularly vulnerable. Each
year, about 800 children under the age of
15 die of fire-related causes and about 500
of these deaths are to children under the age
of 5 years. In fact, children under age 5 have
a death rate from fire more than twice the
national average.

All Americans can make their homes safer
by making sure they have a working smoke
alarm. About 90 percent of U.S. households
have smoke alarms. However, a recent survey
found that smoke alarms in 20 percent of
those households—about 16 million—were
not working, mostly because the battery was
dead or missing. Those families who have not
yet done so should place a smoke alarm in-
side each sleeping room and on each level
of a multi-story home and make sure the
alarms are tested monthly and the batteries
are replaced when necessary.
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We should also learn what to do in the
event of fire, including the “stop, drop, and
roll” maneuver that can help prevent serious
burn injuries. Those families that have not
yet done so should make plans for escaping
a house fire—and every American family
should review and practice the plan regularly.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC) helps to keep children and
families safe from products that pose fire
dangers. CPSC activities have contributed to
a decline in fires and fire deaths over the
past several years. For example, CPSC’s
standard for child-resistant lighters has
helped reduce fire deaths from children play-
ing with lighters by 43 percent since 1994.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Feb-
ruary 4 through February 10, 2001, as Na-
tional Burn Awareness Week. I call upon all
Americans to observe this week by partici-
pating in appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties and by learning how to prevent burn in-
juries, especially to children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:50 a.m., February 8, 2001]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 9.

Letter to Congressional Majority
Leaders on the Patients’ Bill of
Rights

February 7, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. Leader:)

I was grateful for the opportunity to meet
with you last month at the White House to
discuss our shared goal of passing a strong
Patients’ Bill of Rights. Over the last two
weeks my staff and I have met with Members
of Congress from both parties, and I believe
that we have an opportunity to work together
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to enact legislation this year to address this
important issue. I am writing to ask for your
support, and for the support of all Members
of Congress, for a bipartisan Patients” Bill of
Rights to provide all Americans with protec-
tions in managed care.

As Governor of Texas, I worked with
Democrats and Republicans to enact some
of the strongest patient protection laws in
this country. My goal now in seeking Federal
legislation is simple: I want to ensure that
all patients receive needed medical care and
that doctors are allowed to make medical de-
cisions.

To achieve these goals, patients should
have the right to an independent medical re-
view of a health plan’s decision to deny care.
This review should be conducted by medical
experts outside the health plan and must be
binding on the health plan. I also believe
that, following an independent medical re-
view of a health plan’s decision to deny care,
patients who have been wrongly denied med-
ical care should be allowed to hold their
health plans liable in Federal court.

I cannot support a plan, however, that en-
courages unnecessary or frivolous litigation.
Expensive litigation, and the resulting rise in
health care costs, would only make it more
difficult for Americans to afford health care
coverage in the first place. I believe it is pos-
sible to provide patients a meaningful rem-
edy when they have been wrongly denied
care, without causing other Americans to lose
coverage. A responsible remedy for patients
should protect employers from the high costs
of being subject to multiple causes of action
in multiple venues and should provide a rea-
sonable cap on damages.

As you requested, I have enclosed the
principles by which I will gauge any piece
of Federal legislation. I do not believe that
any bill currently before the Congress meets
all of these principles. However, I applaud
the efforts of Members on both sides of the
aisle who have stepped forward to address
this issue. I believe we can work together
to reach bipartisan agreement this year on
a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights that protects
all Americans, does not override the patient
protections already adopted by states, and
avoids costly litigation.
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I look forward to working with you and
all Members of Congress to enact these prin-
ciples into law as soon as possible. I also look
forward to working with you to provide ac-
cess to health care for the millions of Ameri-
cans without health insurance.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Trent Lott, Senate majority leader.

Letter to Congressional Minority
Leaders on the Patients’ Bill of
Rights

February 7, 2001

Dear Leader:

I am writing to discuss our shared goal of
passing a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights. Over
the last two weeks my staff and I have met
with Members of Congress from both par-
ties, and I believe that we have an oppor-
tunity to work together to enact legislation
this year to address this important issue. I
am writing to ask for your support, and for
the support of all Members of Congress, for
a bipartisan Patients” Bill of Rights to provide
all Americans with protections in managed
care.

As Governor of Texas, I worked with
Democrats and Republicans to enact some
of the strongest patient protection laws in
this country. My goal now in seeking Federal
legislation is simple: I want to ensure that
all patients receive needed medical care and
that doctors are allowed to make medical de-
cisions.

To achieve these goals, patients should
have the right to an independent medical re-
view of a health plan’s decision to deny care.
This review should be conducted by medical
experts outside the health plan and must be
binding on the health plan. I also believe
that, following an independent medical re-
view of a health plan’s decision to deny care,
patients who have been wrongly denied med-
ical care should be allowed to hold their
health plans liable in Federal court.

I cannot support a plan, however, that en-
courages unnecessary or frivolous litigation.



