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it back to the people who pay the bills in
this country.

Now, this is an issue about trust, as far
as I'm concerned. Who do you trust? And
I want you to know, I trust the people of
this country. I not only trust them to spend
their own money more wisely than the Fed-
eral Government will spend it, but I trust
the people to provide a compassionate to-
morrow for our fellow citizens.

You see, I understand the great strength
of this country is not in the halls of Govern-
ment, faraway capitals; it’s in the neighbor-
hoods of Kalamazoo, Michigan. It’s in the
churches and synagogues and mosques that
dot this landscape.

We'll debate budgets and line items and
all that, but one thing that can’t be debated
is the true strength of our country lies in the
hearts and souls of citizens who hear the uni-
versal call to love a neighbor just like they
would like to be loved themselves. The true
strength of the country takes place in acts
of kindness that no Government official
probably has ever heard of, where somebody
walks across the street and says, “What can
I do,” to somebody who needs a hand or that
Boy Scout or Girl Scout leader who dedicates
time to teach a child values or the after-
school program run by a Girls” Club or Boys’
Club, where somebody says, “Gosh, I'd like
to help somebody understand somebody
loves them.” Now, that's what America is all
about.

And our Federal Government not only
must trust people with their own money; we
must empower the great compassion of
America by trusting Americans all across the
country. It begins by working on changing
the culture of the Nation’s Capital, and I
think we're making good progress. There’s
a culture of responsibility beginning to be-
come a part of our Nation’s Capital that each
of us understand if we're given the awesome
tasks that we're responsible for upholding the
offices we hold. There’s a culture of respect
beginning to take hold in the Nation’s Cap-
ital, where good people can disagree but on
respectful terms. The American people are
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sick and tired of finger pointing and name
calling to try to tear somebody down to build
themselves up. It’s time to have good public
policy become the focal point of this Nation’s
Capital.

And I'm convinced that by changing the
tone of Washington and by setting lofty goals
and remembering where the great strength
of this country comes from, that this land
of ours can achieve anything we set our mind
to; that not only will this economy come roar-
ing out of its doldrums, but we’ll be a land
where the fabric is made up of groups and
loving centers that really say to somebody,
I want you to succeed; that the American
hope belongs to everybody who lives in this
great land.

I love being your President. I'm honored
youre here. Thank you for giving me a
chance to state my case, and God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. in the
Student Recreation Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Michigan Secretary of State Candice S.
Miller; Elson Floyd, president, Western Michigan
University; Kevin McCarthy, first vice chair, Kala-
mazoo County Chamber of Commerce; and State
Senator Mike Ross.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on the National Emergency With
Respect to Angola

March 27, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNITA) that was
declared in Executive Order 12865 of Sep-
tember 26, 1993.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 27, 2001.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting

March 27, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 19(3) of the Public
Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Public
Law 102-356), I transmit herewith the report
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting
covering calendar year 2000.
George W. Bush

The White House,
March 27, 2001.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters

March 28, 2001

Federal Budget

The President. I want to thank the leader-
ship of the House and the Senate for coming
up. Today’s a big day. The House is going
to take up a budget, a budget that is a com-
monsense budget, one that meets priorities,
one that grows discretionary spending by 4
percent, a budget that protects Social Secu-
rity, a budget that funds Medicare. It’s also
a budget that recognizes that this Nation
needs a tax relief package to stimulate our
economy.

I want to thank you for coming, Mr. Chair-
man. I appreciate you, Chairman Thomas,
for working with Members of the House to
get the package moving quickly. Later on this
week you'll be taking up, as I understand,
the child credit and the marriage penalty
and, later on, the death tax. And I appreciate
your leadership.

I've been very encouraged to see that
Members on both sides of the aisle have been
talking about the need not only to have im-
mediate stimulus to the economy but cer-
tainty in our country, by having rates re-
duced. But reducing just one rate is not
enough. In order to encourage the growth
of our small businesses and enhance the en-
trepreneurial fervor of America we need to
cut all rates, so that there’s certainty in our
economy when people plan. And I'm con-
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fident we can get this done. It’s in the best
interests of our country that we do so.

I want to thank the Senators who are here.
We've got a big vote coming up next week
on the budget. The chairman is here of the
Budget Committee. He’s a man who under-
stands the importance of tax relief to stimu-
late growth. I appreciate you, Mr. Chairman,
for your hard work. And we look forward to
working with you.

Thank you all for coming.

Campaign Finance Reform

Q. Mr. President, on campaign finance
reform

The President. I'm talking about the
budget today. There will be ample time to
talk about bills in progress. Today I want
America to hear, we're going to get a good
budget out of the House, and we'll get a good
budget out of the Senate. And it’s in the best
interests of the working people that we do
SO

'Q. Will you say if there’s
The President. I'm talking about the
budget today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Representative William M.
Thomas, chairman, House Committee on Ways
and Means, and Senator Pete, Domenici, chair-
man, Senate Budget Committee. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks in a Meeting With
Crewmembers of the Space
Shuttle Atlantis

March 28, 2001

Well, it's my honor to welcome to the Oval
Office some of our leading scientists and en-
trepreneurs, space entrepreneurs. Ken,
thank you very much for coming.

These five folks represented our Nation
well in space. They represent the best of the
country—very capable, strong, smart citizens
who understand that our Nation must always
be exploring space. And I'm glad you all are
here. Thanks for coming.

Thank you very much, sir, for being here,
as well.



