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trade reinforces the habits of liberty that sus-
tain democracy over the long term.

For all these reasons, my administration
is committed to pursuing open trade at every
opportunity. We’ll pursue open trade bilat-
erally with individual nations such as Chile
and Singapore and Jordan. We’ll pursue open
trade globally through a new round of multi-
lateral negotiations. We want to open global
markets so that our farmers and ranchers and
workers and service providers and high-tech
entrepreneurs can enjoy the benefits of a
more integrated world. And of course, we’ll
pursue these goals throughout our hemi-
sphere through the Free Trade Area of the
Americas.

Since open trade is one of my top priorities
for our hemisphere, gaining U.S. trade pro-
motion authority is one of my top priorities
in Congress. I made this clear in my first
address to the Congress. We have reinforced
this message in meetings my Cabinet officers
and I have had with over 100 Members of
Congress. Trade promotion authority gives
our trading partners confidence that they can
rely on the deals that they negotiate. It allows
us to seize opportunities to expand the circle
of trade and prosperity.

We’re now actively working with Congress
on a strategy for passing legislation granting
the trade promotion authority. We’ll intensify
this effort when I return from Quebec, and
I’m confident we’ll succeed.

Shortly after the summit, we’ll also publish
the initial working draft of our hemispheric
free trade agreement. This will allow our citi-
zens from all our countries to see what is
being negotiated and give them a chance to
provide their views on this important docu-
ment.

Just a few moments ago, the Secretary
General and I walked from his office, and
we passed the Hall of Heroes. The great
leaders honored there embody the spirit of
cooperation that characterizes the OAS.
These visionaries imagined a future in which
the Americas would be bound together in a
common effort to create a hemisphere that
is both free and prosperous.

Today, we have the opportunity to realize
that dream. Together, it is our responsibility
to seize the moment.

Thank you for having me.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Hall of the Americas at the Organization of Amer-
ican States headquarters building. In his remarks,
he referred to Colombian Ambassador to the OAS
Humberto de la Calle, who introduced the Presi-
dent; OAS Secretary General César Gaviria; OAS
Assistant Secretary General Luigi R. Einaudi;
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of Haiti; and
Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada. A por-
tion of the President’s opening remarks were in
Spanish and a translation was provided on the
White House transcript.

Statement on Environmental
Protection Agency Action on
Lead Poisoning
April 17, 2001

I support Administrator Whitman’s deci-
sion to implement a rule to significantly ex-
pand and disclose the information available
to the public about the presence of lead and
lead emissions in their communities.

Lead is a persistent and highly toxic sub-
stance that can cause a range of environ-
mental and health problems. It has an espe-
cially harmful impact on the health of chil-
dren and infants. And it is found too often
in some of America’s older, poorer commu-
nities. Under this new rule, workers, con-
sumers, and communities will be provided
crucial information about the presence of this
toxic substance.

To assist in complying with this rule, I have
asked Administrator Whitman to provide
technical assistance to affected small busi-
nesses to help them prepare their first re-
ports.

This is an important and responsible ap-
proach that will protect American families
and our environment from unnecessary expo-
sure to lead. My administration will continue
to support and promote efforts based on
sound science to clean our air, water, and
land.
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Proclamation 7428—National Park
Week, 2001
April 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The United States boasts an incredible

wealth of natural beauty. From rugged coast-
lines and thick forests to arid deserts and can-
yons, our diverse landscapes represent a
treasured heritage of which all Americans
can be proud.

Our country’s commitment to the con-
servation of its open spaces runs deep. The
Nation founded Yellowstone National Park
in 1872 and thereby generated renewed ap-
preciation for the great outdoors among
Americans. Our country’s actions inspired
other countries to follow suit by establishing
their own national parks or equivalent pre-
serves.

Since the establishment of the National
Park Service in 1916, our national parks have
grown to occupy a special place in the hearts
of the American people. As responsible stew-
ards, we must leave them in good condition
for those who follow us. By providing addi-
tional resources for their preservation and
maintenance, we can prevent the deteriora-
tion in facilities and infrastructure that
threatens their future well-being.

National parks are a testament to the nat-
ural wonders of our mountains, valleys, riv-
ers, and streams. They remind us to take a
break from the busy pace of modern society
to experience the simpler pleasures of life
and provide unique opportunities for per-
sonal recreation. Whether camping in Yo-
semite National Park or boating along Apos-
tle Islands National Lakeshore, people of all
ages can take in spectacular scenery and
enjoy a relaxing time with family and friends.

The National Park Service also serves an
educational purpose, honoring our heroes
and preserving important historical land-
marks. By visiting the Frederick Douglass
National Historic Site, the immigration sta-
tion on Ellis Island or many other significant
sites in our national parks, Americans gain
a deeper understanding of our national story
and the extraordinary people and events that

paved the way for our development and
progress.

National Park Week pays tribute to the im-
portance of our national parks and recognizes
the dedicated men and women entrusted
with their care. The observance also calls at-
tention to the need to reinvest in these na-
tional treasures by providing for their sound
stewardship in the years to come. As timeless
and majestic reminders of our outdoor herit-
age, America’s national parks add immensely
to our quality of life and represent a wonder-
ful legacy that must be passed on to future
generations.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim April
23 through April 29, 2001, as National Park
Week. I encourage all Americans to visit our
national parks and experience America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 19, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 18, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 20.

Memorandum on Waiver and
Certification of Statutory Provisions
Regarding the Palestine Liberation
Organization
April 17, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–13

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver and Certification of
Statutory Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization

Pursuant to the authority and conditions
contained in section 538(d) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2001, Public
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