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Proclamation 7428—National Park
Week, 2001
April 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The United States boasts an incredible

wealth of natural beauty. From rugged coast-
lines and thick forests to arid deserts and can-
yons, our diverse landscapes represent a
treasured heritage of which all Americans
can be proud.

Our country’s commitment to the con-
servation of its open spaces runs deep. The
Nation founded Yellowstone National Park
in 1872 and thereby generated renewed ap-
preciation for the great outdoors among
Americans. Our country’s actions inspired
other countries to follow suit by establishing
their own national parks or equivalent pre-
serves.

Since the establishment of the National
Park Service in 1916, our national parks have
grown to occupy a special place in the hearts
of the American people. As responsible stew-
ards, we must leave them in good condition
for those who follow us. By providing addi-
tional resources for their preservation and
maintenance, we can prevent the deteriora-
tion in facilities and infrastructure that
threatens their future well-being.

National parks are a testament to the nat-
ural wonders of our mountains, valleys, riv-
ers, and streams. They remind us to take a
break from the busy pace of modern society
to experience the simpler pleasures of life
and provide unique opportunities for per-
sonal recreation. Whether camping in Yo-
semite National Park or boating along Apos-
tle Islands National Lakeshore, people of all
ages can take in spectacular scenery and
enjoy a relaxing time with family and friends.

The National Park Service also serves an
educational purpose, honoring our heroes
and preserving important historical land-
marks. By visiting the Frederick Douglass
National Historic Site, the immigration sta-
tion on Ellis Island or many other significant
sites in our national parks, Americans gain
a deeper understanding of our national story
and the extraordinary people and events that

paved the way for our development and
progress.

National Park Week pays tribute to the im-
portance of our national parks and recognizes
the dedicated men and women entrusted
with their care. The observance also calls at-
tention to the need to reinvest in these na-
tional treasures by providing for their sound
stewardship in the years to come. As timeless
and majestic reminders of our outdoor herit-
age, America’s national parks add immensely
to our quality of life and represent a wonder-
ful legacy that must be passed on to future
generations.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim April
23 through April 29, 2001, as National Park
Week. I encourage all Americans to visit our
national parks and experience America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 19, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 18, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 20.

Memorandum on Waiver and
Certification of Statutory Provisions
Regarding the Palestine Liberation
Organization
April 17, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–13

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver and Certification of
Statutory Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization

Pursuant to the authority and conditions
contained in section 538(d) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2001, Public
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Law 106–429, I hereby determine and certify
that it is important to the national security
interests of the United States to waive the
provisions of section 1003 of the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act of 1987, Public Law 100–204.

This waiver shall be effective for a period
of 6 months from the date hereof. You are
hereby authorized and directed to transmit
this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 23, 2001]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 18, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 24.

Remarks at Central Connecticut
State University in New Britain,
Connecticut
April 18, 2001

Thank you all. Thank you very much for
that warm welcome. Governor, it’s good to
see you again. On the way in he heard I was
going to get an honorary degree in law, and
he said, ‘‘Does that make you a lawyer?’’
[Laughter] I said, ‘‘Nope.’’ But it’s such an
honor to receive such a degree. I want to
thank the chairman. I want to thank Dick
Judd, and I want to thank all the folks here
at Central for working so hard to make our
visit a great visit.

I love your Governor. It seems like the
people of Connecticut do, too. And like me,
he married well. [Laughter] It’s an honor to
be here with the First Lady of the State of
Connecticut.

Sorry Laura is not with me today. She’s
doing a great job as the First Lady. I’m really
proud of her. I’m proud of the fact that she’s
got her priorities straight: her faith and her
family, her country, and teachers. She’s
spending a lot of time not only promoting
literacy, but she’s going to spend a lot of time
encouraging people to become teachers, to
saying to folks that are young and old alike,
‘‘If you can, get in the classroom. It makes
a huge difference.’’

And so, for the teachers who are here, we
thank you from the bottom of our heart for
being teachers.

And for the young who are trying to figure
out what they’re going to do when they get
older, think about teaching. It is a noble pro-
fession, and it’s an important profession.

And to the moms and dads, always remem-
ber that good teaching starts at home; that
a mother and a dad must be a teacher to
their children. And it starts by remembering
the most important job you’ll have, if you’re
fortunate enough to be a mom or a dad, is
to be a loving mom and a loving dad, to love
our children with all our heart and all our
soul and all our mind. That’s what it’s all
about.

In order for America to fulfill its promise,
all of us must, if we’re fortunate enough to
be a parent, assume that responsibility and
understand how important it is to start teach-
ing our children at home, not only how to
read and write and add and subtract but to
teach them the meaning of love and hope
and compassion. And we can do a better job
of that in our homes in America, and we will
do so. And when we do so, our classrooms
will be easier places for our teachers to teach.

I’m honored to be traveling with members
of the congressional delegation here from the
State of Connecticut. First, Jim Maloney is
here. Jim and I don’t share the same party,
but we share the same love for America. He
serves his country because he loves America;
I serve mine because I love America. We
have got—figured out we can disagree in an
agreeable way. It would be a lot easier if we
disagreed less often. [Laughter] But never-
theless, I’m honored he’s traveling with us
today. Thank you, Jim.

Rob Simmons is a Congressman from
Connecticut, as well. He’s newly elected.
They tell me he’s strong in his home district,
and I know why—because he’s doing a fabu-
lous job in Washington. Rob, thank you very
much. The old, wily veteran, Chris Shays, is
with us today. He’s solid. I’ve gotten to know
Chris, and I respect him and like him a lot.
He’s a good, solid citizen.

And of course, the hometown girl is here
with us. Nancy Johnson brings a lot of class
to Washington, DC. She’s so powerful—she
said, ‘‘Mr. President, you make sure you
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