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But what the Chinese must understand is
that we’ll be firm in our philosophy, con-
sistent in our beliefs, and we want to work
to have a relationship that is a positive rela-
tionship for both countries.

Meeting With Israeli Foreign Minister
Q. Do you feel better after seeing Foreign

Minister Peres this morning?
The President. Had a good visit with him.
Q. [Inaudible]—better after talking to

him?
The President. Well, he’s an optimistic

person. And I was so pleased that Mr. Peres
came by. I don’t know what his statements
were like to the press, but he leaves knowing
full well this administration is actively en-
gaged at, first and foremost, trying to break
the cycle of terrorism that grips that part of
the world.

But he gave me a very good assessment
of how he viewed the world. And he’s always
been an optimistic person, so I do feel better
having talked to him. He’s a fine statesman,
as well.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Gray Davis of Cali-
fornia and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres of
Israel. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Memorandum on Energy
Conservation at Federal Facilities
May 3, 2001

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: Energy Conservation at Federal
Facilities

A key component of my Administration’s
overall commitment to make the most eco-
nomical use of public dollars and to protect
the environment is to improve energy con-
servation at Federal facilities. Further, with
possible electricity shortages in California
and in the Northeast and Northwest this
summer, the Federal Government should set
a good example of conservation by reducing
its own energy use, particularly in regions
where electricity shortages may occur and
during periods of peak electricity demand.

Such conservation would save public money,
protect the environment, and help to mini-
mize shortages.

Therefore, I hereby direct the heads of ex-
ecutive departments and agencies (agencies)
to take appropriate actions to conserve en-
ergy use at their facilities to the maximum
extent consistent with the effective discharge
of public responsibilities. Agencies located in
regions where electricity shortages are pos-
sible should conserve especially during peri-
ods of peak demand.

In addition, agencies should review their
existing operating and administrative proc-
esses and conservation programs and identify
and implement ways to reduce such use.
Agencies should report to me, through the
Secretary of Energy, within 30 days from the
date of this memorandum on the conserva-
tion actions taken. The agencies shall take
these and other appropriate energy conserva-
tion actions using existing budget authority.

George W. Bush

Remarks at a National Day of Prayer
Reception
May 3, 2001

Thank you, all. Thank you and welcome
to the White House. It’s great to see mem-
bers of my Cabinet here. Secretaries
Veneman, Martinez, and Paige, thank you all
for coming. Leaders of the United States
Congress, thank you all for being here, as
well.

Shirley, thank you for the State proclama-
tions. I quickly thumbed through to make
sure that Florida was there. [Laughter] Oth-
erwise, my little brother might be hearing
from me. [Laughter] But it was there. And
thanks for the beautiful painting. We know
how much work it takes to organize the Na-
tional Day of Prayer, and all of us thank you
for your hard work. You’ve done a very good
job.

Wintley, thank you very much for sharing
your voice with us. This is the second time
I’ve been privileged to hear your voice since
I’ve been the President. I hope to hear it
a lot more. And Angela, it’s wonderful to see
you again. Thank you for your testimony and
your beauty and your grace.


