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Week Ending Friday, May 25, 2001

Remarks in Recognition of Cuban
Independence Day

May 18, 2001

Sientese. [Laughter] Bienvenidos a la casa
de todos que—quien viven en este grande
pais. Welcome to the White House.

Mr. Secretary, you were an easy pick.
[Laughter] There’s no question you do a fab-
ulous job on behalf of America. Thank you
for taking the assignment.

Another member of my team who is here
who helps us have a strong and certain for-
eign policy is Senorita Condoleezza Arroxz.
[Laughter] That means “Rice.” [Laughter]

Senator Graham, thank you for being here.
We're honored by your presence. I know
youre a strong friend of Cuba’s. And of
course, to—and it’s great that Ileana and Lin-
coln are with us, as well. Thank you.

I noticed when Gloria sang the Cuban an-
them, that the first two people on their feet
were the two Congresspeople from south
Florida. And Lincoln, I did notice that you
were braced at attention, too, I might add—
proud. So it’s great to have you all here.

Gloria, thank you very much. Sorry you
brought your husband—no. [Laughter] We
love Emilio. He’s a good man. And Gloria,
thank you for coming and bringing tu ninita.
Thank you all for being here. We love your
music. Your husband has been such a good
friend of me and my family, and so have you.

The great poet—man, you must be a
strong person with a beautiful heart and a
wonderful, artistic touch. Angel, welcome to
the White House. And Lizebet, thank you
for coming. I don’t think many in America
know your story, that you were picked up
on a raft, and you played the national anthem
on your violin when you were picked up.
That’s beautiful.

And finally—por fin, “la Voz"—[laugh-
ter]—Jon Secada. Thank you, Jon, for being
here. I appreciate you very much. Glad
you're here.

It's a great honor for me to welcome you
all to the White House to celebrate May
20th, Cuban Independence Day. It’s a day
when we honor the warm family ties, the
faith, the history, and heritage that unite our
two peoples.

As Angel and Lizebet and so many others
remind us, it is a day when we pay thanks
to the magnificent contributions of Cubans
to our national life. They enrich every field,
from science to industry to the arts, including
my favorite performing art—baseball.
[Laughter] But mostly, today is a day when
we reflect on the greatnesses of Cuba’s far-
too-distant past and the brightness of its fu-
ture, of how, together, we can hasten that
future’s arrival.

Just last month I returned from the Sum-
mit of the Americas in Quebec City. Thirty-
four democratic nations committed ourselves
to building a hemisphere of freedom. But
one nation was not there, because that nation
has a leader who has no place at the demo-
cratic table. Indeed, his nation is not free,
but enslaved. He is the last holdout of the
hemisphere, and time is not on his side.

The Cuban independence we celebrate
today was the product of the enormous cour-
age of the Cuban people and the statesman-
ship of leaders such as Jose Marti. The tyr-
anny that rules Cuba today stands as an insult
to their sacrifices. But we're confident in one
fact: Cuban courage is more powerful and
enduring than Castro’s legacy and tyranny.

Our Nation has an economic embargo
against Castro’s regime. But today, of all
days, it is important for us to remember that
our goal is not to have an embargo against
Cuba; it is freedom in Cuba.

The United States welcomes the oppor-
tunity to trade with Cuba when there are en-
trepreneurs who are free to trade with us.
We welcome the opportunity to build diplo-
matic relations with Cuba when the Cuban
Government is a democracy, when the
Cuban people can be free from fear to say
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what they think and choose who shall govern
them.

The sanctions our Government enforces
against the Castro regime are not just a policy
tool; they’re a moral statement. My adminis-
tration will oppose any attempt to weaken
sanctions against Cuba’s Government until
the regime—and I will fight such attempts
until this regime frees its political prisoners,
holds democratic, free elections, and allows
for free speech.

The policy of our Government is not mere-
ly to isolate Castro but to actively support
those working to bring about democratic
change in Cuba. And that is why we will sup-
port legislation like the “Cuban Solidarity
Act” and the “Cuban Internal Opposition As-
sistance Act.” History tells us that forcing
change upon repressive regimes requires pa-
tience. But history also proves, from Poland
to South Africa, that patience and courage
and resolve can eventually cause oppressive
governments to fear and then to fall.

One of the surest ways to foster freedom
is to give people unlimited access to unbiased
information. The strongest walls of oppres-
sion can’t stand when the floodgates of mod-
ern telecommunications are opened. We
must explore ways to expand access to the
Internet for the average Cuban citizen. And
we must strengthen the voices of Radio and
TV Marti, with strong leadership. And we
will strengthen those voices with strong lead-
ership and new direction.

Today I say this to Mr. Castro: If you are
confident your ideas are right, then stop jam-
ming the broadcasts of those whose ideas are
different. And until you do, we will look for
ways to use new technology, from new loca-
tions to counter your silencing of the voices
of liberty.

Last month the U.N. Human Rights Com-
mission called on Castro’s regime to respect
the basic human rights of all its people. The
United States leadership was responsible for
passage of that resolution. Some say we paid
a heavy price for it. But let me be clear: I'm
very proud of what we did. And repressed
people around the world must know this
about the United States: We might not sit
on some Commission, but we will always be
the world’s leader in support of human

rights.
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Today, all our citizens are proud to stand
with all Cubans and all Cuban-Americans
who love freedom. We will continue to stand
with you until that day, hopefully not in the
too-distant future, when all Cubans breathe
the heady air of liberty.

We are proud to stand with those Cubans
who, today, enrich our Nation with their en-
ergies and industry. We're proud to stand
with the farmers and workers of Cuba who
dream of liberty’s blessings. We are proud
to stand, too, with those who are suffering
and dying in jails because they had the cour-
age to speak the truth.

Y aqui en este Casa Blanca, estamos felices
de cultivar “una rosa blanca en Julio como
en Enero.” Y por fin, viva Cuba libre.

Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development Mel R. Martinez; Representatives
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and Lincoln Diaz-Balart; en-
tertainers Gloria and Emilio Estefan; poet Angel
Cuadra; musician Lizebet Martinez; singer Jon
Secada; and President Fidel Castro of Cuba. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 19, 2001

Good morning. This week I outlined a new
energy strategy for our Nation—more than
100 specific recommendations to promote
energy conservation, enlarge and diversify
our energy supply, and modernize the net-
works that link energy producers to energy
consumers.

We need to act to protect family budgets.
Since 1998, the energy bill of the average
family has skyrocketed by 25 percent. That’s
a hardship for every family. We need to act
to prevent more and more widespread black-
outs. Blackouts disrupt businesses and put
public health and safety at risk. We need to
act to reduce our reliance on foreign crude
oil. And if we fail to act, our environment
will suffer, as Government officials struggle
to prevent blackouts in the only way possible,
by calling on more polluting emergency
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backup generators and by running less effi-
cient old powerplants too long and too hard.
So we will act to protect our economy and
to safeguard our environment.

Too often Americans are asked to take
sides between energy production and envi-
ronmental protection. The truth is, energy
production and environmental protection are
not competing priorities. Both can be
achieved with new technology and a new vi-
sion.

Most of the new electric powerplants we
build over the next 20 years will be fueled
by clean and safe natural gas. Many of the
others will be powered by wind, solar, hydro-
power, nuclear, and other energy sources
that emit no pollution at all. New cars emit
95 percent less pollution than cars built 30
years ago. And my energy plan fosters the
development of a new generation of cars that
is even cleaner still.

Wise regulation and American innovation
will make this country the world’s leader in
energy efficiency and conservation in the
21st century. We will use less and less addi-
tional energy to fuel more and more eco-
nomic growth. Yet, even as we grow more
efficient, we will always require some addi-
tional energy to power our expanding econ-
omy.

Advanced new technologies allow entre-
preneurs to find oil and to extract it in ways
that leave nature undisturbed. Where oil is
found underneath sensitive landscapes, rigs
can now stand miles away from the oilfield
and tap the reservoir at an angle. In Arctic
sites, like ANWR, we can build roads on ice
that literally melt away when summer comes
and the drilling stops to protect wildlife.

I was just in Pennsylvania and paid a visit
to the Susquehanna River. After years of
being endangered, American shad have been
restored to this great waterway, and the fish
are thriving alongside the dam that is gener-
ating emission-free hydroelectric power to
meet the needs of Pennsylvania’s people.

It’s time to leave behind rancorous old ar-
guments and build a positive new consensus.
With new technology, sound regulation, and
plain good sense, we can expand our energy
production while protecting the environ-
ment. And that is exactly what my energy
approach is designed to do.
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Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:20 p.m. on
May 18 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 19. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to ANWR, the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on May 18 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript

of the address.

Commencement Address at the
University of Notre Dame in Notre
Dame, Indiana

May 20, 2001
Thank you, Father Malloy. Thank you all

for that warm welcome. Chairman
McCartan, Father Scully, Dr. Hatch, Notre
Dame trustees, members of the class of 2001.
It is a high privilege to receive this degree.
I'm particularly pleased that it bears the great
name of Notre Dame. My brother Jeb may
be the Catholic in the family—/[laughter]—
but between us, I'm the only Domer.
[Laughter]

I have spoken on this campus before. It
was in 1980, the year my dad ran for Vice
President with Ronald Reagan. I think I real-
ly won over the crowd that day. [Laughter]
In fact, I'm sure of it, because all six of them
walked me to my car. [Laughter]

That was back when Father Hesburgh was
the president of this university, during a ten-
ure that in many ways defined the reputation
and values of Notre Dame. It’s a real honor
to be with Father Hesburgh and with Father
Joyce. Between them, these two good priests
have given nearly a century of service to
Notre Dame. I'm told that Father Hesburgh
now holds 146 honorary degrees. That’s pret-
ty darn impressive, Father, but I'm gaining
on you. [Laughter] As of today, I'm only 140
behind. [Laughter]

Let me congratulate all the members of
the class of 2001. You made it, and we're
all proud of you on this big day. I also con-
gratulate the parents, who, after these years,
are happy, proud—and broke. [Laughter]
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I commend this fine faculty for the years
of work and instruction that produced this
outstanding class.

And T'm pleased to join my fellow hon-
orees, as well. I'm in incredibly distinguished
company with authors, executives, educators,
church officials, and eminent scientists.
We're sharing a memorable day and a great
honor, and I congratulate you all.

Notre Dame, as a Catholic university, car-
ries forward a great tradition of social teach-
ing. It calls on all of us, Catholic and non-
Catholic, to honor family, to protect life in
all its stages, to serve and uplift the poor.
This university is more than a community of
scholars; it is a community of conscience and
an ideal place to report on our Nation’s com-
mitment to the poor and how we’re keeping
it.

In 1964, the year I started college, another
President from Texas delivered a commence-
ment address talking about this national com-
mitment. In that speech, President Lyndon
Johnson issued a challenge. He said, “This
is the time for decision. You are the genera-
tion which must decide. Will you decide to
leave the future a society where a man is
condemned to hopelessness because he was
born poor, or will you join to wipe out pov-
erty in this land?”

In that speech, Lyndon Johnson advocated
a War on Poverty which had noble intentions
and some enduring successes. Poor families
got basic health care; disadvantaged children
were given a head start in life. Yet, there
were also some consequences that no one
wanted or intended. The welfare entitlement
became an enemy of personal effort and re-
sponsibility, turning many recipients into de-
pendents. The War on Poverty also turned
too many citizens into bystanders, convinced
that compassion had become the work of
Government alone.

In 1996 welfare reform confronted the
first of these problems with a 5-year time
limit on benefits and a work requirement to
receive them. Instead of a way of life, welfare
became an offer of temporary help—not an
entitlement, but a transition. Thanks in large
part to this change, welfare rolls have been
cut in half; work and self-respect have been
returned to many lives. This is a tribute to
the Republicans and Democrats who agreed
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on reform, and to the President who signed
it, President Bill Clinton.

Our Nation has confronted welfare de-
pendency. But our work is only half done.
Now we must confront the second problem,
to revive the spirit of citizenship, to marshal
the compassion of our people to meet the
continuing needs of our Nation. This is a
challenge to my administration and to each
one of you. We must meet that challenge
because it is right and because it is urgent.

Welfare as we knew it has ended, but pov-
erty has not. When over 12 million children
live below the poverty line, we are not a post-
poverty America. Most States are seeing the
first wave of welfare recipients who have
reached the law’s 5-year time limit. The easy
cases have already left the welfare rolls. The
hardest problems remain, people with far
fewer skills and greater barriers to work, peo-
ple with complex human problems like illit-
eracy and addiction, abuse and mental ill-
ness. We do not yet know what will happen
to these men and women or to their children,
but we cannot sit and watch, leaving them
to their own struggles and their own fate.

This is a great deal at stake. In our atti-
tudes and actions, we are determining the
character of our country. When poverty is
considered hopeless, America is condemned
to permanent social division, becoming a na-
tion of caste and class, divided by fences and
gates and guards.

Our task is clear, and it’s difficult: We must
build our country’s unity by extending our
country’s blessings.

We make that commitment because we
are Americans. Aspiration is the essence of
our country. We believe in social mobility,
not social Darwinism. We are the country of
the second chance, where failure is never
final, and that dream has sometimes been de-
ferred; it must never be abandoned.

We are committed to compassion for prac-
tical reasons. When men and women are lost
to themselves, they are also lost to our Na-
tion. When millions are hopeless, all of us
are diminished by the loss of their gifts.

And we're committed to compassion for
moral reasons. Jewish prophets and Catholic
teaching both speak of God’s special concern
for the poor. This is perhaps the most radical
teaching of faith, that the value of life is not
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contingent on wealth or strength or skill, that
value is a reflection of God’s image.

Much of today’s poverty has more to do
with troubled lives than a troubled economy.
And often when a life is broken, it can only
be restored by another caring, concerned
human being. The answer for an abandoned
child is not a job requirement; it is the loving
presence of a mentor. The answer to addic-
tion is not a demand for self-sufficiency; it
is a personal support on the hard road to
recovery.

The hope we seek is found in safe havens
for battered women and children, in home-
less shelters, in crisis pregnancy centers, in
programs that tutor and conduct job training
and help young people who may happen to
be on parole. All these efforts provide not
just a benefit but attention and kindness, a
touch of courtesy, a dose of grace.

Mother Teresa said that what the poor
often need, even more than shelter and
food—though these are desperately needed,
as well—is to be wanted. And that sense of
belonging is within the power of each of us
to provide. Many in this community have
shown what compassion can accomplish.

Notre Dame’s own Lou Nanni is the
former director of South Bend’s Center for
the Homeless, an institution founded by two
Notre Dame professors. It provides guests
with everything from drug treatment to men-
tal health service to classes in the Great
Books to preschool for young children. Dis-
cipline is tough. Faith is encouraged, not re-
quired. Student volunteers are committed
and consistent and central to its mission. Lou
Nanni describes this mission as repairing the
fabric of society by letting people see the in-
herent worth and dignity and God-given po-
tential of every human being.

Compassion often works best on a small
and human scale. It is generally better when
a call for help is local, not long distance. Here
at this university, you've heard that call and
responded. It is part of what makes Notre
Dame a great university.

This is my message today: There is no
great society which is not a caring society.
And any effective War on Poverty must de-
ploy what Dorothy Day called “the weapons
of spirit.”
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There is only one problem with groups like
South Bend’s Center for the Homeless; there
are not enough of them. It's not sufficient
to praise charities and community groups; we
must support them. And this is both a public
obligation and a personal responsibility.

The War on Poverty established a Federal
commitment to the poor. The welfare reform
legislation of 1996 made that commitment
more effective. For the task ahead, we must
move to the third stage of combating poverty
in America. Our society must enlist, equip,
and empower idealistic Americans in the
works of compassion that only they can pro-
vide.

Government has an important role. We
will never be replaced by charities. My ad-
ministration increases funding for major so-
cial welfare and poverty programs by 8 per-
cent. Yet, Government must also do more
to take the side of charities and community
healers and support their work. We've had
enough of the stale debate between big Gov-
ernment and indifferent Government. Gov-
ernment must be active enough to fund serv-
ices for the poor and humble enough to let
good people in local communities provide
those services.

So I have created a White House Office
of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.
Through that office we are working to ensure
that local community helpers and healers re-
ceive more Federal dollars, greater private
support, and face fewer bureaucratic bar-
riers. We have proposed a compassion capital
fund that will match private giving with Fed-
eral dollars.

We have proposed allowing all taxpayers
to deduct their charitable contributions, in-
cluding non-itemizers. This could encourage
almost 15 billion a year in new charitable giv-
ing. My attitude is, everyone in America,
whether they are well-off or not, should have
the same incentive and reward for giving.

And we're in the process of implementing
and expanding charitable choice, the prin-
ciple, already established in Federal law, that
faith-based organizations should not suffer
discrimination when they compete for con-
tracts to provide social services. Government
should never fund the teaching of faith, but
it should support the good works of the faith-
ful.
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Some critics of this approach object to the
idea of Government funding going to any
group motivated by faith. But they should
take a look around them. Public money al-
ready goes to groups like the Center for the
Homeless and, on a larger scale, to Catholic
Charities. Do the critics really want to cut
them off? Medicaid and Medicare money
currently goes to religious hospitals. Should
this practice be ended? Childcare vouchers
for low income families are redeemed every
day at houses of worship across America.
Should this be prevented? Government loans
send countless students to religious colleges.
Should this be banned? Of course not.

America has a long tradition of accommo-
dating and encouraging religious institutions
when they pursue public goals. My adminis-
tration did not create that tradition, but we
will expand it to confront some urgent prob-
lems.

Today I am adding two initiatives to our
agenda, in the areas of housing and drug
treatment. Owning a home is a source of dig-
nity for families and stability for commu-
nities, and organizations like Habitat for Hu-
manity make that dream possible for many
low income Americans. Groups of this type
currently receive some funding from the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. The budget I submit to Congress next
year will propose a threefold increase in this
funding which will expand homeownership
and the hope and pride that come with it.

And nothing is more likely to perpetuate
poverty than a life enslaved to drugs. So
we've proposed 1.6 billion in new funds to
close what I call the treatment gap—the gap
between 5 million Americans who need drug
treatment and the 2 million who currently
receive it. We will also propose that all these
funds—all of them—be opened to equal
competition from faith-based and community
groups.

The Federal Government should do all
these things, but others have responsibilities,
as well, including corporate America. Many
corporations in America do good work in
good causes. But if we hope to substantially
reduce poverty and suffering in our country,
corporate America needs to give more and
to give better. Faith-based organizations re-
ceive only a tiny percentage of overall cor-
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porate giving. Currently, 6 of the 10 largest
corporate givers in America explicitly rule
out or restrict donations to faith-based
groups, regardless of their effectiveness. The
Federal Government will not discriminate
against faith-based organizations and neither
should corporate America.

In the same spirit, I hope America’s foun-
dations consider ways they may devote more
of their money to our Nation’s neighborhood
and their helpers and their healers. I will
convene a summit this fall, asking corporate
and philanthropic leaders throughout Amer-
ica to join me at the White House to discuss
ways they can provide more support to com-
munity organizations, both secular and reli-
gious.

Ultimately, your country is counting on
each of you. Knute Rockne once said, “T have
found that prayers work best when you have
big players.” [Laughter] We can pray for the
justice of our country, but you're the big
players we need to achieve it. Government
can promote compassion; corporations and
foundations can fund it; but the citizens—
it’s the citizens who provide it. A determined
assault on poverty will require both an active
Government and active citizens.

There is more to citizenship than voting—
though I urge you to do it. [Laughter] There
is more to citizenship than paying your
taxes—though I'd strongly advise you to pay
them. [Laughter] Citizenship is empty with-
out concern for our fellow citizens, without
the ties that bind us to one another and build
a common good.

If you already realize this and you're acting
on it, I thank you. If you haven’t thought
about it, I leave you with this challenge:
Serve a neighbor in need, because a life of
service is a life of significance, because mate-
rialism, ultimately, is boring, and con-
sumerism can build a prison of wants, be-
cause a person who is not responsible for oth-
ers is a person who is truly alone, because
there are few better ways to express our love
for America than to care for other Americans,
and because the same God who endows us
with individual rights also calls us to social
obligations.

So let me return to Lyndon Johnson’s
charge. You're the generation that must de-
cide. Will you ratify poverty and division with
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your apathy, or will you build a common good
with your idealism? Will you be the spectator
in the renewal of your country or a citizen?
The methods of the past may have been
flawed, but the idealism of the past was not
an illusion. Your calling is not easy, because
you must do the acting and the caring. But
there is fulfillment in that sacrifice, which
creates hope for the rest of us. Every life
you help proves that every life might be
helped. The actual proves the possible. And
hope is always the beginning of change.
Thank you for having me, and God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in the
Joyce Center. In his remarks, he referred to Rev.
Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C., president, Patrick F.
McCartan, chairman, board of trustees, Rev.
Timothy R. Scully, C.S.C., executive vice presi-
dent, Nathan O. Hatch, provost, Rev. Theodore
M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., president emeritus, and
Rev. Edward P. Joyce, C.S.C., executive vice
president emeritus, University of Notre Dame;
and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida.

Proclamation 7442—National
Maritime Day, 2001
May 18, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our history, America’s eco-
nomic prosperity has been closely tied to its
maritime geography. From indigenous peo-
ples navigating our majestic rivers to colo-
nists settling along the New World’s eastern
shores, natives and immigrants alike have re-
lied on the sea and our bountiful inland wa-
terways for commerce and security.

In colonial days and in the 19th century,
America’s maritime industries facilitated the
exchange of goods and the migration of pio-
neers. During World War II, some 6,000
American seafarers and more than 700 U.S.
merchant ships fell to enemy action, many
in the infamous Run to Murmansk. No
branch of our Armed Forces, save the Ma-
rine Corps, suffered a higher casualty rate.
Today, our Merchant Marine continues this
proud tradition.

As recently as the Persian Gulf War and
during humanitarian and military operations
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since, a unique partnership of Government,
industry, and labor has continued its vital
maritime service to our Nation. Many civilian
merchant mariners crew the Maritime Ad-
ministration’s Ready Reserve Force, which
is observing its 25th anniversary.

Today, the U.S. maritime fleet has de-
creased in the number of vessels in the inter-
national trades, but it transports goods more
efficiently and economically than ever be-
fore. These U.S. ships deliver a billion tons
of imports and exports each year in our for-
eign trade and another billion tons of water-
borne domestic trade. Many merchant sea-
farers are trained at outstanding institutions
such as the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
at Kings Point, New York, the six State mari-
time academies, and several union and indus-
try training facilities.

To help ensure continued competitive-
ness, we must tailor our maritime policy to
the challenges of the 21st century. America’s
Marine Transportation System will help de-
termine our long-term economic health and
improve our ability to respond quickly and
effectively in crisis. Within the next 2 dec-
ades, cargo will double. Accordingly, my Ad-
ministration is working with Government
agencies, the maritime industry, shippers,
labor unions, and environmental groups to
ensure that our waterways continue to serve
as a sound transportation option in the face
of ever-growing congestion on highways and
rail lines.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933,
has designated May 22 of each year as “Na-
tional Maritime Day” and has authorized and
requested that the President issue an annual
proclamation calling for its appropriate ob-
servance.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2001, as
National Maritime Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States to celebrate this ob-
servance and to display the flag of the United
States at their homes and in their commu-
nities. I also request that all ships sailing
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under the American flag dress ship on that
day.

>I]n Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2001]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 21, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Trade and Investment Policy
Toward Sub-Saharan Africa and
Implementation of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act

May 18, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 106 of title I of the
Trade and Development Act of 2000 (Public
Law 106-200), I transmit herewith the 2001
Comprehensive Report of the President on
U.S. Trade and Investment Policy toward
Sub-Saharan Africa and Implementation of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 18, 2001.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 21.

Commencement Address at Yale
University in New Haven,
Connecticut

May 21, 2001

President Levin, thank you very much.
Dean Brodhead; fellows of the Yale Corpora-
tion; fellow Yale parents, families, and grad-
uates. It’s a special privilege to receive this
honorary degree. I was proud 33 years ago
to receive my first Yale degree; I'm even
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prouder that in your eyes I've earned this
one.

I congratulate my fellow honorees. I'm
pleased to share this honor with such a distin-
guished group. I'm particularly pleased to be
here with my friend, the former President
of Mexico. Senor Presidente, usted es un
verdadero lider, y un gran amigo.

I congratulate all the parents who are here.
It’s a glorious day when your child graduates
from college. It's a great day for you; it’s a
great day for your wallet. [Laughter] Most
important, congratulations to the class of
2001. To those of you who received honors,
awards, and distinctions, I say, well done.
And to the C students I say, you, too, can
be President of the United States. [Laughter]
A Yale degree is worth a lot, as I often remind
Dick Cheney—(laughterl—who  studied
here, but left a little early. So now we know:
If you graduate from Yale, you become Presi-
dent; if you drop out, you get to be Vice
President. [Laughter]

I appreciate so very much the chance to
say a few words on this occasion. I know Yale
has a tradition of having no commencement
speaker. I also know that you've carved out
a single exception. Most people think that
to speak at Yale’s commencement, you have
to be President. But over the years, the speci-
fications have become far more demanding.
Now you have to be a Yale graduate; you
have to be President; and you have had to
have lost the Yale vote to Ralph Nader.

This is my first time back here in quite
a while. I'm sure that each of you will make
your own journey back at least a few times
in your life. If you're like me, you won't re-
member everything you did here. [Laughter]
That can be a good thing. [Laughter] But
there will be some people and some mo-
ments you will never forget.

Take, for example, my old classmate Dick
Brodhead, the accomplished dean of this
great university. I remember him as a young
scholar, a bright lad—[laughter]—a hard
worker. We both put a lot of time in at the
Sterling Library, in the reading room, where
they have those big leather couches. [Laugh-
ter] We had a mutual understanding. Dick
wouldn’t read aloud, and I wouldn’t snore.
[Laughter]
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Our course selections were different, as we
followed our own path to academic discovery.
Dick was an English major and loved the
classics. I'loved history and pursued a diversi-
fied course of study. I like to think of it as
the academic road less traveled. [Laughter]

For example, I took a class that studied
Japanese haiku. Haiku, for the uninitiated,
is a 15th century form of poetry, each poem
having 17 syllables. Haiku is fully understood
only by the Zen masters. As I recall, one of
my academic advisers was worried about my
selection of such a specialized course. He
said I should focus on English. [Laughter]
I still hear that quite often. [Laughter] But
my critics don’t realize I don’t make verbal
gaffes. I'm speaking in the perfect forms and
rhythms of ancient Haiku.

I did take English here, and I took a class
called “The History and Practice of American
Oratory,” taught by Rollin G. Osterwies. And
President Levin, I want to give credit where
credit is due. I want the entire world to know
this: Everything I know about the spoken
word, I learned right here at Yale. [Laughter]

As a student, I tried to keep a low profile.
It worked. Last year the New York Times
interviewed John Morton Blum because the
record showed I had taken one of his courses.
Casting his mind’s eye over the parade of
young faces down through the years, Pro-
fessor Blum said, and I quote, “T don’t have
the foggiest recollection of him.” [Laughter]

But I remember Professor Blum. And I
still recall his dedication and high standards
of learning. In my time there were many
great professors at Yale, and there still are.
They're the ones who keep Yale going after
the commencements, after we have all gone
our separate ways. I'm not sure I remem-
bered to thank them the last time I was here,
but now that I have a second chance, I thank
the professors of Yale University.

That’s how I've come to feel about the Yale
experience, grateful. I studied hard. T played
hard, and T made a lot of lifelong friends.
What stays with you from college is the part
of your education you hardly ever notice at
the time. It’s the expectations and examples
around you, the ideals you believe in, and
the friends you make.

In my time, they spoke of the “Yale man.”
I was really never sure what that was, but
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I do think that I'm a better man because of
Yale. All universities, at their best, teach that
degrees and honors are far from the full
measure of life. Nor is that measure taken
in wealth or in titles. What matters most are
the standards you live by, the consideration
you show others, and the way you use the
gifts you are given.

Now you leave Yale behind, carrying the
written proof of your success here, at a col-
lege older than America. When I left here,
I didn’t have much in the way of a life plan.
I knew some people who thought they did,
but it turned out that we were all in for ups
and downs, most of them unexpected. Life
takes its own turns, makes its own demands,
writes its own story, and along the way, we
start to realize we are not the author. We
begin to understand that life is ours to live
but not to waste and that the greatest rewards
are found in the commitments we make with
our whole hearts—to the people we love and
to the causes that earn our sacrifice. I hope
that each of you will know these rewards.
I hope you will find them in your own way
and your own time.

For some, that might mean some time in
public service. And if you hear that calling,
I hope you answer. Each of you has unique
gifts, and you were given them for a reason.
Use them and share them. Public service is
one way, an honorable way, to mark your life
with meaning.

Today I visit not only my alma mater, but
the city of my birth. My life began just a
few blocks from here, but I was raised in
west Texas. From there, Yale always seemed
a world away, maybe a part of my future.
Now it’s a part of my past, and Yale for me
is a source of great pride.

I hope that there will come a time for you
to return to Yale to say that and to feel as
I do. And I hope you won't wait as long.

Congratulations, and God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. on the
Old Campus. In his remarks, he referred to
Richard C. Levin, president, and Richard H.
Brodhead, dean of Yale College, Yale University;
former President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico; and
Ralph Nader, 2000 Green Party Presidential can-
didate.
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Statement on the 80th Anniversary
of the Birth of Andrei Sakharov

May 21, 2001

Today we honor the memory of Andrei
Sakharov on the 80th anniversary of his birth.
Throughout his life, Andrei Sakharov served
as a beacon of hope and inspiration for those
who value peace and freedom, both in his
native Russia and around the world. A gifted
nuclear physicist, he became a powerful ad-
vocate for nuclear nonproliferation. Awarded
his country’s highest honors, he became best
known for standing up to Soviet totali-
tarianism and becoming a powerful advocate
for basic human rights and fundamental free-
doms.

He did so at great personal cost. He en-
dured prolonged harassment and forced in-
ternal exile in Gorky, where he was cut off
from friends and family. But throughout his
trials, Andrei Sakharov never wavered in his
“fearless personal commitment in upholding
the fundamental principles for peace”—a
fact recognized by his Nobel Peace Prize ci-
tation in 1975. After he was allowed to return
to public life, Sakharov became a prominent
voice of democratic opposition and was elect-
ed to the Congress of People’s Deputies, the
Soviet Union’s first democratically chosen
body.

On today’s anniversary, it is important for
the international community to reflect on the
great contributions Andrei Sakharov made to
help advance the freedoms that all peoples
of the world should rightfully enjoy. Unfortu-
nately, too many people in too many parts
of the world today do not enjoy these basic
freedoms, and those who speak out on behalf
of freedom are too often jailed, tortured, or
murdered. Let us resolve to honor Andrei
Sakharov’s memory by continuing the strug-
gle against these injustices.

Remarks to the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund

May 22, 2001

Thank you. Please be seated. That’s a pret-
ty tough act to follow. [Laughter] Sara and
I were honored this Sunday at Notre Dame.
We both received honorary degrees. She

May 21 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

probably deserved hers more than I deserved
mine, but it was such an honor to be on the
stage with her. What a wonderful lady, such
a great inspiration, and somebody who has
made a concerted effort to make a difference
in people’s lives. It’s really what America is
about, when you think about it. I mean, the
true strength of this country are people like
Sara, who are willing to say, “Let’s get some-
thing done instead of sitting idly by and look-
ing at depressing statistics, the statistic that
not enough of our Hispanic youngsters are
going to institutions of higher learning. Let’s
get something done about it, instead of hop-
ing somebody else will pick up the initiative
and get it done.” Sara said, “I'm going to
do it.” And I want to thank you all for joining
and supporting the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund. It is important for our Nation’s future
that this fund be whole and active and fully
funded.

I want to thank my friend Rudy Beserra
for being here today, as well. Rudy—Mr.
Chairman, it’s good to see you, sir. And I
understand that you will be hearing from
Margaret LaMontagne after I say a few
words.

Access is incredibly important. We must
work as a society to extend the American
Dream to todos—to everybody. Now, it starts
with making sure youngsters understand that
dream is available. And all of us need to help
on making sure people understand the dream
is available and the benefits of working hard
to achieve the dream.

It also starts with making sure our public
schools educate children. I would bet—I
haven’t seen any studies on this, but I would
fully suspect that if a child is illiterate, rel-
ative to his or her classmates, it diminishes
hope. And the dream that we all hope for,
higher education, becomes smaller in the
eyes of that child. If a person doesn’t have
the capacity that we all want that person to
have, I suspect hope is in the far-distant fu-
ture, if at all.

And so first things first means having an
education system that provides hope by edu-
cating children, not a system that looks at
hard-to-educate children, perhaps the nifios
of the first generation whose parents may not
speak English, and say, “Oh, it’s the easiest
route to take, is just move them through the
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school system. The easiest thing for us to do
is not to focus on each child but just move
them through. If they’re 12, we’ll put every-
body here. If they're 16, everybody goes
there. And if they happen to learn to read,
fine.” That attitude is going to change. It’s
going to change by starting to ask the ques-
tion around this country: What do you know?
Do you know what you're supposed to know?
And if you don’t know what you're supposed
to know, we as a society will come together
to make sure you do early, before it’s too
late.

What Margaret will discuss with you is the
bill that we’ve proposed here in Congress
that lays out some clear principles about pub-
lic education. One is, we ought to expect high
standards. That means when people stand in
front of a classroom full of Latino children,
they expect the best. They know what all of
us know, particularly, Sara knows: that if you
expect the best, you get good results. If you
say, “Well, certain kids can’t learn; it’s too
hard to teach them to speak English”—if you
lower the bar, we get lousy results. And every
child deserves better than that.

So, one of the principles is, setting high
standards and realizing every child can learn;
secondly, is to pass power out of Washington
to provide maximum {flexibility for local dis-
tricts to be able to chart the path to excel-
lence for their individual school districts; and
thirdly, and the core of reform, as far as I'm
concerned, is to have strong accountability
measures inherent in the school systems.

To put it more directly, if you receive Fed-
eral money to help a child, you need to show
us whether or not the children are learning.
If you received help, you show. And if you're
doing the job we want you to be doing, there
will be plenty of praise. But if not, if not,
if we find out children aren’t learning, some-
thing else has to happen. We cannot continue
to trap our children in schools that won't
teach.

Now, we’ve got a couple of more initiatives
that I think youll find interesting. One is,
I believe Head Start ought to be an early
reading program, as well as the current strat-
egy. And I think we ought to focus on making
sure children are armed with the tools nec-
essary to become good little readers. Unfor-
tunately, not enough parents, or some par-
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ents, don’t read to their kids. And so the
schoolchildren are behind. Well, if we’re
going to have an accountability system start-
ing in the third grade, we need to make sure
we've got enough early education to get those
children up to the starting line with every
other child. And so the budget I submitted
outlines triple the amount of money available
for reading programs. Inherent in the pro-
gram is K-through-2 diagnostic testing, so
that we know if little children have got read-
ing deficiencies, we'll correct them. The
whole core of reform is—TI ask the question:
Do our children know what they're supposed
to know?

Now, there are some in our society who
don’t like the notion of accountability, who
don’t like to test. And I will resist that back-
ward thinking with all my might, because I
know what happens when you don’t hold
people accountable: Children are given up
on. And that’s not the American vision, as
far as I'm concerned. I know it’s not the
American vision as far as you're concerned,
as well.

In our budget, we also focus on ways to
complement the work that you all do. We
expand the monies available for Hispanic
serving institutions. And as importantly, I
think you'll find that—this fact will, T think,
bring some joy to your heart—that we ex-
pand the Pell grants available for low income
and middle income students. Expanding the
Pell grants is not a way to replace what you
all are doing; it’s a way to complement what
youre doing. We want the—I can’t say it
enough—we want the American experience
to be available for every child. And Pell
grants is a good way to encourage access to
higher education.

We expand the TRIO program in my
budget. It's a program aimed at focusing on
keeping children in school. We believe in
education savings accounts. We give parents
a tax incentive to save. And as I mentioned
before, we're focused on making sure that
the public schools do their job.

I am fixing to go talk to another group of
Latino leaders about the Faith-Based Initia-
tive, and I want to just share some thoughts
with you about that. It's what I talked about
when I was at Notre Dame, and it ties hand
in hand with what we’re trying to do.
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On the one hand, we’ll educate. On the
other hand, we must inspire. And govern-
ments aren’t very good at inspiring. We're
kind of bureaucracies. The way to inspire a
child is to convince somebody to be a men-
tor. The way to inspire somebody about
America and its future and hope is for some-
body to put an arm around a child and say,
“T love you a lot. And America is meant for
you, as well as anybody else.”

So we're talking about education today,
but there’s a different kind of education that
our society must do, as well, and that’s the
education of helping somebody feel wanted.

First, our country must recognize there are
some who are being left behind, and we've
got to deal with it. That means more budgets,
but it also means standing on the side of
faith-based institutions who exist because
they've heard the call to love a neighbor like
they would like to be loved themselves and
rally the great compassion of America.

I called on corporate America when I was
at Notre Dame to do its job. I welcome cor-
porate America here, doing your job by pro-
viding these scholarships. It’s in your best in-
terest to do so. It’s also in our Nation’s best
interest that corporate America support
faith-based programs that teach people love
and compassion and hope.

Our country is a fabulous country. It is,
mainly, because the people are so great. And
our country is richer because of the Hispanic
influence. I know; I came from a State that
has a tremendous Hispanic influence. And
I know I shouldn’t say this: I happen to think
it’s the greatest State of all States, but partly
because of our history and tradition and rela-
tionships in the Hispanic community.

We are one Nation under God, which
means every child—every child—should be
viewed as a precious individual. Every child
should be educated, and no child should be
left behind. It is my honor to help kick off
your conference. I can’t thank you enough
for what you do. For those generous souls
who have contributed, thanks from the bot-
tom of our Nation’s heart. Keep doing it. And
for Sara, thank you very much for having me
a chance to come by.

God bless you all.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sara Martinez Tucker, president and
chief executive officer, and Rudy M. Beserra,
chairman, board of directors, Hispanic Scholar-

ship Fund.

Remarks to Leaders of Hispanic
Faith-Based Organizations
May 22, 2001

Thank you, all. I now know why he’s a Bap-
tist preacher. [Laughter]

Thank you, Luis, and thank you, Jesse, and
thank you all for coming. Before I say a few
remarks, I want to introduce some folks. I
appreciate so very much the Members from
the United States Congress who are here:
Ileana and Lincoln and Henry from the great
State of Texas. Thank you so much for being
here. It’s a sign of unity that you're here,
and I look forward to working with you to
get the legislation through.

I reached into Philadelphia to ask a man
to run the Office of the Faith-Based Initia-
tive. Fortunately, John Dilulio, who is one
of the advanced thinkers about how to help
people, how the Nation should eradicate pov-
erty, has joined my staff. What we're about
to talk about is an incredibly serious effort
to make sure that the American promise ex-
tends its reach in every neighborhood. And
John is leading the office, and for that I am
most grateful, John. Thank you very much.
And Lisa Trevino Cummins is helping John,
as well.

This is an important part of my administra-
tion, because I want the great hope of Amer-
ica to be existent in every household in our
country. I worry about a society that could
become divided between those who have and
those who don’t. I'm concerned about the
fact that certain children are being left be-
hind in America.

My vision includes everybody. It’s de-
scribed as compassionate conservatism, but
I emphasize the compassion. The problem
is Government is not a very compassionate
organization. We can fund—and we
should—budgets; there is a lot of talk about
budgets. We've submitted budgets that in-
crease spending on social services. We've got
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what’s called a compassion fund, that
matches—a $500 million fund that will en-
courage faith-based initiatives throughout
the country.

But the dilemma and the problem in the
past has been that somewhere along the line
everybody thought Government could make
people love one another. And that’s not the
way it works. And if part of the future of
the country is to love a neighbor like you
would like to be loved yourself, it seems to
follow, then, our Government must welcome,
not discriminate against, faith-based organi-
zations who are providing that.

I hope the Congress does not get caught
up in the stale, old process argument of the
legalisms involved with encouraging organi-
zations of faith to help people in need. Be-
cause, as Luis mentioned, there is precedent:
We fund religious hospitals through Medi-
care and Medicaid; there is scholarship
money for children to use at religious institu-
tions. Why does it not follow, I asked the
Congress and those folks who were elected,
that we not allow faith-based programs to
compete for taxpayers” money if the services
they provide are necessary and the results
are positive? The argument is, “Let us focus
on the process.” We're saying, “Let us focus
on the results.”

The way I like to put it—I gave a speech
at Notre Dame last Sunday. It was a speech
that said—it started with talking about Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson’s speech at the Univer-
sity of Texas kicking off the War on Poverty.
It recognized that that War on Poverty had
some positive effects. It also recognized,
though, it had created a dependency on Gov-
ernment. It had a perverse effect.

So then the welfare law came along in
1996, signed by my predecessor—it had bi-
partisan support—that tried to address the
concept of dependency upon Government.
But we need to take it a step further, because
there are still people who hurt and people
whose lives are affected, people whose hearts
need mending. Government must be active
to fund the services but humble to recognize
the power of neighborhood healers and help-
ers, humble to step aside when somebody
can do a better job.

I've been so impressed by the faith-based
leaders I've met all around our country, be-
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cause there is a genuine commitment to the
poor and the disadvantaged. And that’s a
commitment that we must channel and a
commitment we must harvest. I used to say
in the campaign, I look forward to rallying
the soldiers and the armies of compassion.
And I mean that.

Our Nation is so unique in this way: We
are a Nation of people who have heard a call
to love a neighbor. We really are. I was shar-
ing with the good leaders that came to visit
me about the fact that everywhere I go peo-
ple say, “Mr. President, I'm praying for you.”
They're not saying it's a Democrat prayer or
a Republican prayer. [Laughter] It's just
prayer. [Laughter]

It reminds me on a daily basis about the
great hope and promise of America. It also
reminds me how lucky I am to be the Presi-
dent of a great land, where people truly care
about our country. It also reminds me about
what Government ought to do: We ought to
set money out there to encourage faith-based
initiatives.

At the same time, we must never be so
arrogant as to say, “You can’t fulfill your mis-
sion if you access Federal money. Therefore,
you have to change the entire mission of why
you exist.” I understand the frustrations with
some in the faith-based community and the
nervousness as they approach this issue. They
say to themselves, “Why would I want to ac-
cess Federal money if the Federal Govern-
ment then tries to take away my mission, to
take the cross off the wall or the Star of David
off the wall? Why would I want to interface
with a Government that’s going to say, ‘We’'ll
reluctantly give you money, and then force
you to change your calling?” ”

Well, I can understand that. And one of
our commitments is that we will work tire-
lessly to make sure that bureaucracies don’t
stifle the very reason you exist in the first
place and the power of your ministries, which
is faith—which is faith.

And so my message to you is, thanks for
what you're doing. You'll have a friend and
an advocate in this administration that
marches side by side—side by side—that we
will do our very level best to make sure that
the bureaucratic obstacles are cleared and
that people in need are able to get help.
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In the course of the campaign, I've tried
to explain what a faith-based initiative meant
to many members of the press that followed
me and, of course, many citizens. I'll never
forget going to Colfax, Iowa, for a teen chal-
lenge program. You know, sometimes people
accuse me of not being very articulate.
[Laughter] English is my second language.
[Laughter] But there was nothing more ar-
ticulate than seeing a person who had been
hooked on serious drugs stand up and explain
to the Nation—at least those willing to lis-
ten—how he kicked drugs because faith had
entered into his life.

It’s hard to measure that. There is no for-
mula for that. You can’t write a regulation
or a bureaucratic rule that suggests that that
happened. But what Government can do is
recognize its limitations and, more signifi-
cantly, recognize the power of faith in our
society. And that’s what this initiative does.
We don’t pick religions. We don’t fund reli-
gion. But we welcome the soldiers of the ar-
mies of compassion.

And to you soldiers, thank you so much
for being here. Thank you for caring about
our great land, and thank you for the service
you provide on a daily basis.

God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Rev. Dr. Jesse Miranda, president, Alianza de
Ministerios Evangélicos Nacionales (AMEN), and
Rev. Luis Cortes, president, Nueva Esperanza and
chairman, National Hispanic Religious Partner-

ship.

Proclamation 7443—National
Hurricane Awareness Week, 2001

May 22, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

One of the most dramatic, damaging, and
potentially deadly weather events is a hurri-
cane. Each year on average, six hurricanes
develop over the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean
Sea, or Gulf of Mexico. Many of these remain
over the ocean with little or no impact on
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the continental United States. Unfortunately,
though, on average five hurricanes strike the
United States coastline every 3 years. These
storms can cause significant damage that can
cost individuals, businesses, and government
billions of dollars. Worst of all, however, is
the loss that can never be recovered: human
life.

Currently more than 48 million people live
along hurricane-prone coastlines in the
United States. The growing number of resi-
dents living in these areas, as well as the mil-
lions of tourists who visit our Nation’s beach-
es annually, has increased the difficulties in
evacuating people from areas that are threat-
ened by an impending hurricane. This prob-
lem is further compounded by the fact that
a large majority of people living in these areas
have never experienced the force of a major
hurricane and its devastating impact.

Increasingly, many Americans have begun
Working to ensure that commonsense meas-
ures are implemented to protect themselves
and their property from natural disasters in-
cluding floods, tornadoes, and earthquakes.
Their foresight, hard work, and respect for
the awesome power of nature often yields
great benefits for their communities. They
are to be commended for this preventive
work, and we should learn from their exam-
ple as we plan for future disasters.

All Americans must be more vigilant about
preparing for disasters in advance, rather
than just responding to them after they
occur. Specific actions can be taken in ad-
vance of a storm that will further protect
property, help to ensure that businesses are
able to resume work quickly after a storm,
and ultimately save lives. In addition, the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) estimates that for every dollar spent
in damage prevention, two are saved in re-
pairs.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s (NOAA) researchers and
forecasters continue to improve the accuracy
of hurricane warnings that enable residents
to evacuate and emergency personnel to ef-
fectively respond well in advance of the
storm’s arrival. In addition, FEMA and
NOAA have focused their resources toward
encouraging community leaders to work with
Federal, State, and local agencies, as well as
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volunteer agencies, schools, the private sec-
tor, and the news media to collectively un-
dertake activities that diminish the destruc-
tion of natural disasters. For hurricane-prone
areas, these measures can include residents
stockpiling emergency provisions, learning
evacuation routes, installing hurricane shut-
ters, building residential safe rooms and com-
munity shelters, adopting stronger building
codes, and retrofitting existing buildings.
These measures have proved effective, and
I encourage citizens living in these areas to
look for ways that they can better prepare
themselves and their communities to reduce
the potential devastating impact of these
storms.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through
May 26, 2001, as N ational Hurricane Aware-
ness Week. I call upon government agencies,
private organizations, schools, news media,
and residents in hurricane-prone areas to
work towards the prevention of needless
storm damage and to join me in raising
awareness of the hazards posed by hurri-
canes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of May, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2001]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 24.

Remarks at a Republican National
Committee Gala
May 22, 2001

Thank you all very much. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, thank you for that kind introduction.
Governor Gilmore, thank you very much for
agreeing to become the chairman of the Re-
publican Party. Our party will thrive under
your leadership, and we appreciate you doing
this, sir.
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I want to thank all the folks who worked
so hard on this dinner tonight—Ann Wagner,
Al Hoffman, Jeff and Nancy Marcus from the
great State of Texas, all the table chairmen.
Thank you so much for your generosity.

I'm honored to be able to say—to intro-
duce the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, Denny Hastert. Mr. Speaker, you and
your team are doing a fantastic job.

I haven’t seen Congressman Armey here,
but I know Congressman DeLay is here, as
are many other Members of the House of
Representatives. 1 can assure you, knowing
that we've got such a fine leadership team
and a solid core in the House gives the Vice
President and me a lot of comfort. And I
can’t tell you how joyous it is to work with
this fine Speaker and the members of his
team.

I would like to have introduced Majority
Leader Lott, but he and the other Senators
are working as hard as they can to get a
meaningful, real tax relief package out of the
United States Senate. It is time for the Sen-
ate to stop delaying tax relief. It is time to
move the package on, for the good of the
American people.

I'm so thankful that I did well at the altar.
America is better off for it. We've got a fabu-
lous First Lady in Laura Bush.

We came to your dinner last year, and I
remember the warm welcome in the middle
of a hard-fought campaign. A lot of things
have changed since then. Last year I had to
fly halfway across the country to get here.
Today it took me 5 minutes. [Laughter] For
another thing, I was running against the Vice
President. This time around I brought a fan-
tastic Vice President with me. And of course,
it’s a great joy to welcome Lynn Cheney, as
well. The best decision I made in 2000 was
to ask Dick Cheney to be my running mate.

I want to thank you all very much for your
generous contributions so that my drive was
only 5 minutes. [Laughter] 1 appreciate your
support during the campaign, and I appre-
ciate so very much your support to make sure
our agenda gets advanced.

As well, there are members of my Cabinet
who are here. I'm really proud of the men
and women who decided to serve our coun-
try. It’s a diverse group of folks who are dedi-
cated to one proposition, a hopeful America.
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And if my Cabinet Secretaries would stand,
I'd appreciate you recognizing them. [Ap-
plause]

And finally, I've assembled one of the fin-
est staffs a President has ever put together,
headed by Andy Card and National Security
Adviser Rice, Karen Hughes and Karl Rove.
All these folks work harmoniously. They do
what’s right for America, and our Nation
should be proud that such fine citizens are
willing to dedicate their life to this great
country.

Laura and I have had the honor of living
in the White House for 4 months and 2 days.
That’s already one-twelfth of a term, and we
haven’t wasted a day. I have visited 28 States
and two countries. I met with 46 heads of
state and more than 300 Members of the
House and the Senate; four Cabinet meet-
ings, one speech to Congress, not to mention
a Cinco de Mayo festival, a gathering of Hall
of Famers, celebrations for Saint Patrick’s
and Cuban Independence Day, and tee-ball.

It’s been a joyous time for us in the White
House and a high honor. And it’s been a busy
time, and that’s just the way I like it. I often
said during the campaign that Dick Cheney
and I were not going to Washington just to
mark time. We came to make good on our
commitments for the great people of Amer-
ica. We came to get something done. We
weren’t afraid to state our case, nor were we
afraid to work with anybody who heard our
cause. We came not to have Washington
change us but for us to change Washington.

And I think we started doing that in our
own party. We welcome new faces, because
ours is a philosophy that is conservative and
compassionate. Ours is a philosophy that
holds out hope for every single American,
no matter what their background or their
heritage may be.

We're also a party of principle and opti-
mism. We believe strongly in our soul not
in the supreme wisdom of Washington but
in the wisdom of the American people. Ours
is an administration, as America is coming
to learn, that is not afraid to take on the tough
issues confronting our country; that we're
willing to—[applause]. I can remember dur-
ing the campaign, and perhaps you all do as
well, about the collective yawn from mem-
bers in the Fourth Estate about tax relief.
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People used to say, “Well, he’s just saying
that because it might make good politics.”
No, Dick Cheney and I talked about tax relief
because we thought it was right for the coun-
try. This Nation can afford tax relief, and we
can’t afford not to have it, with our economy
slowing down.

And we're making good progress. We're
making good progress. I believe we con-
vinced Congress to cut the rates on every-
body who pays taxes. We've eliminated this
business about the Congress getting to pick
and choose who the winners and losers are
in the Tax Code. Our philosophy was fair and
decent, and it said loud and clear, “if you
pay taxes in America, you ought to get tax
relief.” We believe we ought to do something
about the marriage penalty. And we believe,
once and for all, we need to get rid of the
death tax in the Tax Code. Again Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank you for your—for working
with us on this issue.

Ours is an administration that’s willing to
talk openly about Social Security reform.
Many candidates and politicians and others
who have been elected to office never want-
ed to talk about Social Security. It was called
the third rail of American politics. This is an
administration that knows we’d better make
sure Social Security is reformed, safe, and
solvent for the older generation, around for
the younger generation. And we'll seize the
moment to get it done.

Ours is an administration that recognized
our Nation has an energy problem, and we
laid out solutions to do something about it.
I'm sure that maybe some other administra-
tion has talked about energy, but we put out
a concrete, specific plan, with over 100 rec-
ommendations—100 proposals—to ease the
burden on the American working people.

Our plan starts with wise conservation, the
use of technology to make sure that we are
better stewards of our energy. But California
has taught us a lesson: The State with the
second best record of conservation is a State
which ran out of energy. And so we need
additional supplies. We need reliable sup-
plies. We need a balanced approach to our
energy. We need clean coal technology and
natural gas exploration, safe nuclear power,
as well as alternative sources of energy.
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And finally, we must face up to the prob-
lem that we're having problems getting en-
ergy from the powerplant to the light switch.
We need to moderize our infrastructure.
No, ours is an administration that won’t sim-
ply look at a problem; we’ll address it in a
concrete, specific way.

We need to have better language when it
comes to energy. I mean, the people of this
country have somehow been told that you're
either for the environment and against en-
ergy policy, or youre for an energy policy
or against the environment. That’s the old
way of thinking. That’s stale, old-style poli-
tics. You and I know it’s not either/or; with
good, sound policy, it’s both. We can increase
our energy supplies so the people can find
work, and we can protect our environment
at the same time.

Ours is an administration that’s also push-
ing a compassionate conservative vision. It
starts with making sure that every child is
educated in America. We've laid out a bill
that we’re working on in the Congress right
now that talks about sound, solid principles
to make sure that not one child gets left be-
hind. It begins by setting high standards for
every child.

Ours is an administration that believes that
every child can learn. And we refuse to ac-
cept low standards, because we understand
low standards means lousy results for chil-
dren all across the country. Ours is an admin-
istration that trusts the local people to chart
the path to excellence.

And ours is an administration that insists
upon results. We want to know. We want to
know whether our children are learning to
read and write and add and subtract. And
if they are, we'll praise the teachers. But if
not, we'll demand something else happens
for those children. There are no second-rate
children in this great land of ours, and there
are no second-rate dreams, as far as we're
concerned.

We've taken on a different task when it
comes to welfare reform. I strongly believe
that this Nation must rally the armies of com-
passion which exist in every neighborhood in
America. The reason I believe that is because
I understand the true strength of our coun-
try. It’s not in the halls of Government; it’s
in the hearts and souls of loving citizens. I
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understand cultures and societies change one
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time.
And government can fund, but what govern-
ment can’t do is cause people to love one
another.

Perhaps the most important initiative of
all of the Bush/Cheney administration is to
push a Faith-Based Initiative that says loud
and clear, “government will never fund reli-
gion, but government will stand side by side
with the soldiers in the armies of compassion
to make sure lost souls are found, to make
sure wanting children have somebody to love
them in the form of a mentor.”

No question, this is an ambitious agenda,
but it’s exactly what the Vice President and
I told the American people we would do. You
know, Washington is a place with many
temptations, and one of them is to settle in
and just go along and forget about the com-
mitments you made during the course of a
campaign. But this is an administration which
will keep its word, and we expect others to
do so, as well. We may not always agree, but
hopefully, we can be honest with each other
and respect each other and change the tone
of Washington, DC, so that when people look
at the Nation’s Capital, they will be proud
of what they see.

Changing the tone of our Nation’s Capital
hasn’t been easy. I realize that in politics,
old ways die hard. Washington at times has
got a plenty sharp edge to it. The only thing
I can do and the only thing Dick Cheney
and others in our administration can do is
to control our own responses. When I hear
my policies and my nominees attacked in a
hostile and partisan way, I simply hear the
echoes of an era behind us. I'm not going
to take the bait. I'm going to lead this country
to a new level of respect. I came to this town
to change the tone of the Capital, and I'm
not going to quit.

You know, Mark Twain used to say, “Al-
ways do right. This will gratify some of the
people and astonish the rest.” [Laughter]
We're going to do the right thing. We're
going to pass an agenda that focuses on the
American people. We will share credit for
success, because we understand the best pol-
itics is good public policy.

I think our good party will have a strong
record of accomplishment to run on. The
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people of this country will be able to say,
“We elected them. They went to Wash-
ington. They did what they said they were
going to do, and the people are better off
forit.”

I also think the people of our country will
be able to look at their Nation’s Capital and
begin to see a group of folks working hard
to usher in a period of personal responsi-
bility, a period in our country when every-
body understands that each of us are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. It
starts with those who are fortunate enough
to be a mom or a dad—that each of us must
understand our primary job, our primary
focus must be to love our children with all
their hearts and all our souls.

The responsibility era says that each of us
must be responsible for what we say and what
we do. And a period of personal responsi-
bility understands that we must love a neigh-
bor just like we’d like to love themselves. I'm
absolutely convinced we’re on our way to
ushering in this new culture, and I believe
America will be better for it. And I'm hon-
ored to be the President during the period
of time when this Nation will realize its full
potential.

Thank you all for having me. God bless
you all, and God bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:53 p.m. at the
D.C. Armory. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
James S. Gilmore III of Virginia, chairman, Ann
Wagner, cochair, and Al Hoffman, Jr., finance
chair, Republican National Committee; and Jeff
Marcus, gala chair, and his wife, Nancy.

Executive Order 13213—Additional
Measures With Respect to
Prohibiting the Importation of
Rough Diamonds From Sierra Leone
May 22, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), section 5 of the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act of 1945, as amended (22
U.S.C. 287¢) (UNPA), and section 301 of
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title 3, United States Code, and in view of
the national emergency described and de-
clared in Executive Order 13194 of January
18, 2001, and United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolutions 1306 of July 5, 2000, and 1343
of March 7, 2001,

I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, take note that in
Executive Order 13194, the President re-
sponded to, among other things, the insur-
gent Revolutionary United Front’s (RUF) il-
licit trade in diamonds to fund its operations
in the civil war in Sierra Leone by declaring
a national emergency and, consistent with
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1306, by prohibiting the importation into the
United States of all rough diamonds from Si-
erra Leone except for those importations
controlled through the Certificate of Origin
regime of the Government of Sierra Leone.
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1343 takes note that the bulk of RUF dia-
monds leaves Sierra Leone through Liberia
and that such illicit trade cannot be con-
ducted without the permission and involve-
ment of Liberian government officials at the
highest levels; determines that the active sup-
port provided by the Government of Liberia
for the RUF and other armed rebel groups
in neighboring countries constitutes a threat
to international peace and security in the re-
gion; and decides that all states shall take the
necessary measures to prevent the importa-
tion of all rough diamonds from Liberia,
whether or not such diamonds originated in
Liberia. The Government of Liberia’s com-
plicity in the RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds
and its other forms of support for the RUF
are direct challenges to United States foreign
policy objectives in the region as well as to
the rule-based international order that is cru-
cial to the peace and prosperity of the United
States. Therefore, I find these actions by the
Government of Liberia contribute to the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States described in Ex-
ecutive Order 13194 with respect to which
the President declared a national emergency.
In order to deal with that threat and to en-
sure further that the direct or indirect impor-
tation into the United States of rough dia-
monds from Sierra Leone will not contribute
financial support to further aggressive actions
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by the RUF or to the RUF’s procurement
of weapons; to implement United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1343; and to
counteract, among other things, the Govern-
ment of Liberia’s facilitation of and participa-
tion in the RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds
through Liberia, I hereby order the following
additional measures be taken with respect to
prohibiting the importation of rough dia-
monds from Sierra Leone:

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing the existence of any rights or obliga-
tions conferred or imposed by any inter-
national agreement or any contract entered
into or any license or permit granted prior
to the effective date of this order, the direct
or indirect importation into the United States
of all rough diamonds from Liberia, whether
or not such diamonds originated in Liberia,
on or after the effective date of this order
is prohibited.

Sec. 2. Any transaction by a United States
person or within the United States that
evades or avoids, or has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, or attempts to violate, any
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is
prohibited. Any conspiracy formed to violate
any of the prohibitions set forth in this order
is prohibited.

Sec. 3. The definitions contained in sec-
tion 4 of Executive Order 13194 apply to the
terms used in this order.

Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, is
hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA and UNPA, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
order. The Secretary of the Treasury may re-
delegate any of these functions to other offi-
cers and agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment. All agencies of the United States
Government are hereby directed to take all
appropriate measures within their authority
to carry out the provisions of this order, in-
cluding modification, suspension, or termi-
nation of licenses or authorizations in effect
as of the date of this order.

Sec. 5. This order is not intended to cre-
ate, nor does it create, any right, benefit, or
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privilege, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law by a party against the United
States, its agencies, officers, or any other per-
son.

Sec. 6. (a) This order is effective at 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time on May 23, 2001.

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal Reg-

ister.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 22, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:03 p.m., May 23, 2001]

NotE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 23, and it
was published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on Action Prohibiting the
Importation of Rough Diamonds
From Sierra Leone

May 23, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and section 301
of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1631, I hereby report that I have exercised
my statutory authority to expand the scope
of an existing national emergency in response
to the unusual and extraordinary threat posed
to the foreign policy of the United States by
the Government of Liberia’s complicity in
the illicit trade in diamonds from Sierra
Leone by the insurgent Revolutionary
United Front of Sierra Leone (RUF) and by
the Government of Liberia’s other forms of
support for the RUF. I also have exercised
my statutory authority to issue an Executive
Order that prohibits the importation into the
United States of all rough diamonds from Li-
beria, whether or not such diamonds origi-
nated in Liberia. These actions are mandated
in part by United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1343 of March 7, 2001.

The Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, is authorized
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to issue regulations in exercise of my authori-
ties under the IEEPA and the United Na-
tions Participation Act, 22 U.S.C. 287c, to
implement this prohibition. All Federal agen-
cies are also directed to take actions within
their authority to carry out the provisions of
the Executive Order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued. The Order was effective
at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on May
23, 2001.

I have authorized these measures in fur-
therance of Executive Order 13194 of Janu-
ary 18, 2001, and in response to the Govern-
ment of Liberia’s continuing facilitation of
and participation in the RUF’s illicit trade
in diamonds from Sierra Leone and its other
forms of support for the RUF. The Govern-
ment of Liberia’s actions in this regard con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the foreign policy of the United States be-
cause they directly challenge United States
foreign policy objectives in the region and
the rule-based international order that is cru-
cial to the peace and prosperity of the United
States.

In Executive Order 13194, President Clin-
ton responded to the RUF’s illicit arms-for-
diamonds trade that fuels the brutal, decade-
long civil war in Sierra Leone by declaring
a national emergency and, consistent with
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1306, by prohibiting the importation into the
United States of all rough diamonds from Si-
erra Leone except for those importations
controlled through the certificate of origin
regime of the Government of Sierra Leone.
In a report issued on December 14, 2000,
the United Nations Panel of Experts estab-
lished pursuant to resolution 1306 found that
diamonds represent a major and primary
source of income for the RUF to sustain and
advance its military activities; that the bulk
of the RUF diamonds leaves Sierra Leone
through Liberia; and that such illicit trade
cannot be conducted without the permission
and involvement of Liberian government of-
ficials at the highest levels. The Panel rec-
ommended, among other things, a complete
embargo on all diamonds from Liberia until
Liberia demonstrates convincingly that it is
no longer involved in the trafficking of arms
to, or diamonds from, Sierra Leone.
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On March 7, 2001, the Security Council
unanimously adopted resolution 1343 to im-
pose sanctions against the Government of Li-
beria. The resolution determined that the
Government of Liberia’s active support for
the RUF in Sierra Leone and other armed
rebel groups in neighboring countries con-
stitutes a threat to international peace and
security in the region and decided that all
states shall impose an immediate arms em-
bargo on Liberia and also shall impose travel
and diamond bans on Liberia on May 7,
2001, unless the Council determined before
that date that the Government of Liberia had
ceased its support for the RUF and for other
armed rebel groups and, in particular, had
taken a number of concrete steps identified
in the resolution. In furtherance of this reso-
lution, the Secretaries of State, Commerce,
and Defense have taken steps, under their
respective authorities, to implement the arms
embargo.

With regard to the travel ban and diamond
embargo, the Government of Liberia has
failed, notwithstanding the two-month im-
plementation period granted by resolution
1343, to honor its commitments to cease its
support for the RUF and other armed rebel
groups. As a result, the Security Council did
not determine that Liberia has complied with
the demands of the Council.

In Proclamation 7359 of October 10, 2000,
President Clinton suspended the entry as im-
migrants and nonimmigrants of persons who
plan, engage in, or benefit from activities that
support the RUF or that otherwise impede
the peace process in Sierra Leone. The appli-
cation of that Proclamation implements the
travel ban imposed by resolution 1343.

Finally, for the reasons discussed above
and in the enclosed Executive Order, I also
have found that the Government of Liberia’s
continuing facilitation of and participation in
the RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds from Si-
erra Leone and its other forms of support
for the RUF contribute to the unusual and
extraordinary threat to the foreign policy of
the United States described in Executive
Order 13194 with respect to which the Presi-
dent declared a national emergency. In order
to deal with that threat, and consistent with
resolution 1343 and this finding, I have taken
action to prohibit the importation into the
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United States of all rough diamonds from Li-
beria, whether or not such diamonds origi-
nated there, in order to contribute to the
international effort to bring a prompt end to
the illicit arms-for-diamonds trade by which
the RUF perpetuates the tragic conflict in
Sierra Leone. This action, as well as those
discussed above, also expresses our outrage
at the Government of Liberia’s ongoing con-
tribution to human suffering in Sierra Leone
and other neighboring countries, as well as
its continuing failure to abide by inter-
national norms and the rule of law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 23, 2001.

Remarks at a Military Reenlistment
Ceremony
May 23, 2001

I don’t know if the Commander in Chief
is allowed to say this, but I'm going to any-
way. At ease. [Laughter]

Mr. Secretary, thank you very much for
your service to the country. It’s fitting that
he is here today, because a few months ago,
Secretary Rumsfeld re-upped himself.
[Laughter] And the Nation is better off for
it. General Shelton, thank you for being here.
Joint Chiefs, thank you all for coming—fam-
ily and friends.

Before I begin my remarks, I want to take
note of a major event that took place today
in the United States Senate. Just a little over
an hour ago, the United States Senate, in an
overwhelmingly bipartisan vote, voted to give
the tax relief to the American people. The
House of Representatives has already voted
in favor of tax relief. So I'm pleased to report
today that tax relief is on the way.

I want to congratulate the 62 Senators who
voted for this important measure. Senator
Lott and Senator Grassley, Senator Baucus,
Senator Miller, and Senator Breaux led the
way in giving this victory to the American
people. And they deserve our country’s
thanks and praise.

The economy needs a shot in the arm, so
I call on the House and the Senate to reach
an agreement on the final tax relief package
this week. The sooner the Congress com-
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pletes its work, the sooner the American peo-
ple will have their own money in their own
pockets to save and invest as they see fit.
Our economy cannot afford any further
delays.

And now to the task at hand. I am so ap-
preciative that General Shelton and the other
leaders of the military are here. The men
and women now know how proud you are
of their decision to take another tour of duty.
And I'm proud, too. And I welcome you all
to the White House.

For two centuries this house has been the
final point of decision in the chain of com-
mand. Here President Wilson decided that
American soldiers would have to go to Eu-
rope to fight in World War I. Here Franklin
Roosevelt first learned of the attack at Pearl
Harbor, and within days, America began a
4-year war in two theaters. Here four modern
Presidents dealt with the struggle in Viet-
nam, from beginning to end.

Every major military operation of the last
200 years was set in motion at the White
House. The circumstances have varied great-
ly, but no President has ever had reason to
doubt the ability and commitment of the
American Armed Forces. You have shown
that commitment today. Like many thou-
sands of others who will reenlist this year,
you've done yourselves credit, and you've
paid your country a high tribute. The choice
was yours to make, and you volunteered
again, and your country is very grateful.

Our military depends on reenlistment.
This is especially true now, as military tech-
nology and equipment grow more complex
and more demanding. Perhaps more than
ever, the success of our all-volunteer force
requires that we keep the best people, the
most experienced technicians, and mature
leaders of the highest caliber. That is what
America gains with each one of you who
stays.

In return, America owes you every ounce
of support you need to carry out your daily
mission. When reenlistment declines, that’s
usually a sign that such support is missing.
I have promised never to let that support
waver, never to take you for granted. As long
as I live under this roof, our country and our
military will be prepared to meet any chal-
lenge the future may bring.
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For many of you, the decision to reenlist
wasn't made alone. You all know the saying:
Soldiers enlist, but families reenlist. [Laugh-
ter] And we have many family members here.
You're not taking an oath, but you're making
an important commitment. And along the
way, all of you have made your share of sac-
rifices. And I appreciate the chance to thank
you for it.

When I speak of supporting the military,
that means family members, as well, the
bases you call home and the schools where
you send your children.

For those who are about to take the oath,
congratulations. You repeat some familiar
words. You will do so with self-assurance that
you might not have had the first time. That
comes with hard work and discipline and
service to our country. I want each of you
to return to your posts with the knowledge
that you have my gratitude and full con-
fidence. Thank you again.

And now it is my honor to turn over the
proceedings to General Shelton, who will ad-
minister the oath of office.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action
on Education Reform Legislation

May 23, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives
for taking a giant step toward improving
America’s public schools. The education re-
forms adopted today build on the principles
of accountability, flexibility, local control, and
greater choices for parents. The reforms re-
quire annual testing of students in grades
three through eight, give States unprece-
dented flexibility to meet critical education
needs and, for the first time, tie Federal edu-
cation funding to results. These education re-
forms also give parents real options to get
their children out of persistently failing
schools through public school choice with
transportation provided, and supplemental
services such as tutoring and summer school.
I look forward to working with Members of
the House and Senate to make sure this vital
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legislation becomes law so that no child in
America is left behind.

Remarks to the St. Augustine Parish
Community in Cleveland, Ohio

May 24, 2001

Father McNulty, thank you very much, sir,
for your hospitality and your introduction.
It’s a privilege for me to be here with Bishop
Pilla, whose reputation at least has preceded
him as far as the President goes. I've been
looking forward for this opportunity to meet
such a fine, noble man, firmly committed to
helping the poor. So, Bishop, thank you so
much for being here, sir.

I'm honored also to be—to have been wel-
comed by Sister Ambroe. The Sister is pretty
firm in her—(laughter|—she kept us on
time. [Laughter] I am thankful to be here
with distinguished public servants from the
State of Ohio, your Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, both very good friends of mine.
Thank you all for being here. Two fine
United States Senators, Mike DeWine and
George Voinovich, traveled with me from
Washington today. I think you’re going back.
[Laughter] But Ohio is well represented in
the Halls of the United States Senate with
these two fine Americans. And two Members
of the United States Congress, Steve
LaTourette and Tony Hall from south Ohio
are here, as well. Thank you all for traveling
with us today.

Tony is not from this area, but I can assure
you that if you got to know him, you would
know that he shares the same passion most
of us do for figuring out ways to help people
in need.

The other thing that I want to make note
of is that Tony is a Democrat. And what we're
going to talk about today is not a party issue.
The idea of helping people transcends polit-
ical party. And so, Tony, thank you for com-
ing.
% want to thank Pam Delly, the principal
of Our Lady of Angels, for the tour and the
opportunity to meet the students here. And
I want to thank Dennis McNulty, the director
of Catholic Charity Services, as well.

I want to start off with a comment about
some news. This morning a distinguished
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United States Senator chose to leave the Re-
publican Party and become an independent.
I respect Senator Jeffords. But I respect-
fully—but respectfully, I couldn't disagree
more. Our agenda for reforming America’s
public schools and providing tax relief for
every taxpayer represents the hopes and
dreams of Main Street America. Our agenda
for reforming our military and modernizing
our military to defend America and our allies
represents the best hope for peace.

I was elected to get things done on behalf
of the American people and to work with
both Republicans and Democrats, and we're
doing just that. Just yesterday in the United
States Senate, Republicans and Democrats
overwhelmingly agreed that we should pro-
vide tax relief for every single American who
pays taxes.

The Senate has now passed tax relief, and
so has the House. And I call on Congress
not to recess for Memorial Day until they
have finished the job and provided tax relief
for the American people.

And we're making great progress on edu-
cation, as well. Just yesterday in the House
of Representatives, Republicans and Demo-
crats overwhelmingly agreed that we should
insist upon local control of schools, strong
accountability, and greater options for par-
ents when their children are trapped in fail-
ing schools. The Senate now takes up the
education bill, and I'm confident we’ll enact
a plan to improve all of America’s public
schools so that no child is left behind. As
well, as I mentioned, I'm working hard with
both Republicans and Democrats to put in
place a Faith-Based Initiative that I truly be-
lieve will change America for the better.

Last weekend I spoke at one of America’s
great Catholic universities. The chairman of
the board, I think, is here somewhere. Here
you are. Thank you very much, Pat, for let-
ting me come. I was deeply honored. Today
I'm pleased to visit one of America’s great
Catholic parishes. Notre Dame and St. Au-
gustine may seem to be a world apart, but
they're united by the same Catholic teaching,
that God has a special concern for the poor.
For some people, Jesus” admonition to care
for the least of these is an admirable moral
teaching. For the folks at this center, and
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centers like it all around America, it’s a way
of life.

I'm visiting here to offer praise. I want to
praise the volunteers. I want to praise the
good folks from corporate Cleveland who are
helping. I want to praise those like the folks
we met in the cafeteria, who get up at 6 in
the morning, before their job, to come and
help a neighbor in need. I also want to make
a pledge that my administration will be more
supportive of the good works done here than
any administration in the history of the coun-
try, because I understand the power of faith,
that faith can change lives.

I also understand the limitations of Gov-
ernment. Government can hand out money,
and we will. We've increased budgets to work
on social problems. But what Government
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts or
a sense of purpose in people’s lives.

I wish—I wish I knew the law that says,
love a neighbor like you would like to be
loved yourself. I'd sign it, that would man-
date that to happen. But I think of all nations
of the world, we understand that that law
comes from a higher calling than Govern-
ment. And the great challenge for our Nation
is to rally, what I call, the armies of compas-
sion all across America so that nobody is left
behind.

In my speech at Notre Dame, I started
by talking about a speech that a former Presi-
dent from Texas gave in 1964, and he de-
clared a War on Poverty. I then talked about
some of the unintended effects of the War
on Poverty, one of which was people becom-
ing dependent upon Government. It’s kind
of a loss of responsibility in our society.
Members of both political parties came to-
gether in 1996 to address that problem by
putting time limits on welfare. The bill was
signed by my predecessor, and it had a posi-
tive effect. But there are still people who hurt
in America.

Poverty runs deep in this country, and we
need to take the War on Poverty a step fur-
ther by recognizing the power and promise
of faith-based and community-based groups
that exist not because of Government, but
because they've heard the universal call to
love somebody in need.

And so we’ve laid out an initiative for the
United States Congress to look at. It’s one
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that says we're going to have a—what’s called
a compassion capital fund of a half a billion
dollars to help provide seed money for pro-
grams such as these we're witnessing here
today. It says we ought to expand charitable
choice, which means faith-based organiza-
tions should be allowed to receive Federal
grants when it comes to helping people in
need.

There’s some concern in our society about
encouraging faith-based organizations to
meet their challenges. But those are people
that want to argue the process. They want
to make everything legal. And my funda-
mental question to America, after having said
this loud and clear, “We’ll never fund faith,
we’ll never fund churches, but we should
fund the armies of compassion.” We should
not discriminate against faith-based pro-
grams which exist to help people in need.
We provide Medicare and Medicaid money,
and that money is redeemed at charitable
hospitals. We provide Pell grants and Gov-
ernment loans for people that redeem that—
those scholarship monies at religious univer-
sities. In order to make sure the promise of
America is full and whole for every citizen,
we should not discriminate against faith-
based programs that simply exist and solely
exist to help people who hurt and people in
need. The neighborhood helpers and healers
of America are truly the strength of this
country.

In my speech at Notre Dame, I also talked
about corporate America. And to this end,
I'm going to have a convocation next fall call-
ing together foundation America and cor-
porate America to figure out a strategy of
how best to get more money into the coffers
of the faith-based programs in neighbor-
hoods all across America.

Interestingly enough, 6 of 10 of the largest
corporate givers in America explicitly rule
out giving money to faith-based programs.
My attitude is America and its Government
should not discriminate against faith-based
programs and neither should corporate
America. And so one of my missions is to
bring folks who care about our country to-
gether and tout and herald the great works
that are being done in programs such as this
and centers such as this.
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I've set up an office at the White House,
run by a man named John Dilulio. He’s :
one of the forward thinkers in terms of how
we encourage faith to help people in need.
He’s a really interesting guy; I haven't
checked his party affiliation, but I suspect
it’s not the same as mine—because he under-
stands that this is not an initiative to try to
gain political gain. Ours is an initiative to
make America a better place.

Part of the mission of the office is to en-
courage programs to explain how people can
access the Federal grant money, explain what
we can do with the capital compassion fund.
But part of it all, and a very important part,
is to make sure that Government never inter-
feres with the good works that are being done
in programs such as this. It's to make sure
that church and synagogue and mosque don’t
lose the fundamental essence of their mis-
sion.

You know, there are many in our society
who fear what interfacing with the Federal
Government can mean. And my pledge to
the faith-based community in America is my
administration will do everything in our
power to make sure that those who do inter-
face with Government never have to sacrifice
their mission, their reason for being, because,
again, I understand the power of faith and
the hope faith brings all across the country.

It is an incredible honor to be the Presi-
dent of a Nation of faith. It’s hard to describe
what it’s like to travel our country and have
literally hundreds of people walk up and say,
“Mr. President, I pray for you every day.”
It is—first of all, it’s a very comforting feel-
ing, needless to say. But it also increases my
optimism and hope about America because
the truth of the matter is, in order for us
to solve the deep poverty that exists, to solve
the hurt in people’s souls, we need people
who are willing to put their arm around a
brother in need and say, “T love you.” We
need mentors for young children to provide
hope and solace.

America’s society will change one heart,
one soul, one conscience at a time. And each
of us must do our part to provide hope for
that soul and that conscience.

I've been so incredibly impressed by the
universal and strong commitment of the
Catholic Church and the leaders of the
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Catholic Church to make sure that nobody
in our society is left behind. America is better
off because of that commitment. Our Nation
is well-off because of the love and compas-
sion of our citizens. And my hope, in working
with folks such as yourself, is to gather that
compassion so that the hope of the greatest
Nation of the world reaches every neighbor-
hood in America.

Thank you for giving me the chance to
come, and God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at the
Our Lady of Angels/St. Joseph Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. Joseph D. McNulty,
pastor, St. Augustine Church; Bishop Anthony M.
Pilla, Bishop of Cleveland; Sister Corita Ambroe,
C.S.]., executive director of programs, St. Augus-
tine Hunger Center; Gov. Bob Taft and Lt. Gov.
Maureen O’Connor of Ohio; and Patrick F.
McCartan, chairman, board of trustees, University
of Notre Dame.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro) the Bosnian Serbs, and
Kosovo

May 24, 2001

In accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency declared on May 30, 1992,
with respect to the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) (the
“FRY (S&M)”), as expanded on October 25,
1994, in response to the actions and policies
of the Bosnian Serbs. In addition, I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency de-
clared on June 9, 1998, with respect to the
FRY (S&M)’s policies and actions in Kosovo.
This notice shall be published in the Federal
Register and transmitted to the Congress.

On May 30, 1992, by Executive Order
12808, President Bush declared a national
emergency to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States constituted by the actions and policies
of the Governments of Serbia and Monte-
negro, blocking all property and interests in
property of those Governments. President
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Bush took additional measures to prohibit
trade and other transactions with the FRY
(S&M) by Executive Orders 12810 and
12831, issued on June 5, 1992, and January
15, 1993, respectively, and on April 25, 1993,
President Clinton issued Executive Order
12846 imposing additional measures.

On October 25, 1994, President Clinton
expanded the scope of the national emer-
gency by issuing Executive Order 12934 to
address the unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States posed by the
actions and policies of the Bosnian Serb
forces and the authorities in the territory that
they controlled within  Bosnia  and
Herzegovina.

On December 27, 1995, President Clinton
issued Presidential Determination 96-7, di-
recting the Secretary of the Treasury, inter
alia, to suspend the application of sanctions
imposed on the FRY (S&M) pursuant to the
above-referenced Executive Orders and to
continue to block property previously
blocked until provision is made to address
claims or encumbrances, including the claims
of the other successor states of the former
Yugoslavia. This sanctions relief, in con-
formity with United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1022 of November 22, 1995
(hereinafter the “Resolution”), was an essen-
tial factor motivating the FRY (S&M)’s ac-
ceptance of the General Framework Agree-
ment for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina
initialed by the parties in Dayton on Novem-
ber 21, 1995, and signed in Paris on Decem-
ber 14, 1995 (hereinafter the “Peace Agree-
ment”). The sanctions imposed on the FRY
(S&M) were accordingly suspended prospec-
tively, effective January 16, 1996. Sanctions
imposed on the Bosnian Serb forces and au-
thorities and on the territory that they con-
trolled within Bosnia and Herzegovina were
subsequently suspended prospectively, effec-
tive May 10, 1996, also in conformity with
the Peace Agreement and the Resolution.
Sanctions against both the FRY (S&M) and
the Bosnian Serbs were subsequently termi-
nated by United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1074 of October 1, 1996. This ter-
mination, however, did not end the require-
ment of the Resolution that those blocked
funds and assets that are subject to claims
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and encumbrances remain blocked, until
unblocked in accordance with applicable law.

Until the status of all remaining blocked
property is resolved, the Peace Agreement
implemented, and the terms of the Resolu-
tion met, the national emergency declared
on May 30, 1992, as expanded in scope on
October 25, 1994, and the measures adopted
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue beyond May 30, 2001.

On June 9, 1998, by Executive Order
13088, President Clinton found that the ac-
tions and policies of the FRY (S&M) and the
Republic of Serbia with respect to Kosovo,
by promoting ethnic conflict and human suf-
fering, threatened to destabilize countries in
the region and to disrupt progress in Bosnia
and Herzegovina in implementing the Peace
Agreement, constituted an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. President
Clinton therefore declared a national emer-
gency to deal with that threat. On April 30,
1999, President Clinton issued Executive
Order 13121 to take additional steps with re-
spect to the continuing human rights and hu-
manitarian crisis in Kosovo and the national
emergency declared with respect to Kosovo.

On January 17, 2001, President Clinton
issued Executive Order 13192 in view of the
peaceful democratic transition begun in the
FRY (S&M); the continuing need to promote
full implementation of United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution 827 of May 25, 1993,
and subsequent resolutions calling for all
states to cooperate fully with the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY); the illegitimate control
over FRY (S&M) political institutions and
economic resources or enterprises exercised
by former President Slobodan Milosevic, his
close associates and other persons, and those
individuals® capacity to repress democracy or
perpetrate or promote further human rights
abuses; and the continuing threat to regional
stability and implementation of the Peace
Agreement. Executive Order 13192 amends
Executive Order 13088 to lift and modify,
with respect to future transactions, most of
the economic sanctions imposed against the
FRY (S&M). At the same time, Executive
Order 13192 imposes restrictions on trans-
actions with certain persons described in sec-
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tion 1(a) of the order, namely Slobodan
Milosevic, his close associates and supporters
and persons under open indictment for war
crimes by the ICTY. The Executive Order
also provides for the continued blocking of
property or interests in property blocked
prior to the order’s effective date due to the
need to address claims or encumbrances in-
volving such property.

Because the crisis with respect to the situa-
tion in Kosovo and with respect to Slobodan
Milosevic, his close associates and supporters
and persons under open indictment for war
crimes by ICTY has not been resolved, and
because the status of all previously blocked
property has yet to be resolved, I have deter-
mined that the national emergency declared
on June 9, 1998, and the measures adopted
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue beyond June 9, 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 24, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:18 p.m., May 24, 2001]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on May 25.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro), the
Bosnian Serbs, and Kosovo

May 24, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed notice to
the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the national emergencies declared with
respect to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) (the “FRY
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(S&M)”) in 1992 and with respect to Kosovo
in 1998, are to continue beyond May 30,
2001, and June 9, 2001, respectively. The
most recent notice continuing these emer-
gencies was published in the Federal Register
on May 26, 2000.

With respect to the 1992 national emer-
gency, on December 27, 1995, President
Clinton issued Presidential Determination
967, directing the Secretary of the Treasury,
inter alia, to suspend the application of sanc-
tions imposed on the FRY (S&M) and to con-
tinue to block property previously blocked
until provision is made to address claims or
encumbrances, including the claims of the
other successor states of the former
Yugoslavia. This sanctions relief, in con-
formity with United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1022 of November 22, 1995
(hereinafter the “Resolution”), was an essen-
tial factor motivating  Serbia  and
Montenegro’s acceptance of the General
Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia
and Herzegovina initialed in Dayton on No-
vember 21, 1995, and signed in Paris on De-
cember 14, 1995 (hereinafter the “Peace
Agreement”).

Sanctions against both the FRY (S&M)
and the Bosnian Serbs were subsequently
terminated by United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1074 of October 1, 1996.
This termination, however, did not end the
requirement of the Resolution that those
blocked funds and assets that are subject to
claims and encumbrances remain blocked,
until unblocked in accordance with applica-
ble law.

Until the status of all remaining blocked
property is resolved, the Peace Agreement
implemented, and the terms of the Resolu-
tion met, this situation continues to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that the 1992 emergency,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto,
must continue beyond May 30, 2001.

With respect to the 1998 national emer-
gency regarding Kosovo, on January 17,
2001, President Clinton issued Executive
Order 13192 in view of the peaceful demo-
cratic transition begun in the FRY (S&M);
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the continuing need to promote full imple-
mentation of United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 827 of May 25, 1993, and sub-
sequent resolutions calling for all states to
cooperate fully with the International Crimi-
nal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY); the illegitimate control over FRY
(S&M) political institutions and economic re-
sources or enterprises exercised by former
President Slobodan Milosevic, his close asso-
ciates and other persons, and those individ-
uals’ capacity to repress democracy or per-
petrate or promote further human rights
abuses; and the continuing threat to regional
stability and implementation of the Peace
Agreement. The order lifts and modifies,
with respect to future transactions, most of
the economic sanctions imposed against the
FRY (S&M) in 1998 and 1999 with regard
to the situation in Kosovo. At the same time,
the order imposes restrictions on transactions
with certain persons described in section 1(a)
of the order, namely Slobodan Milosevic, his
close associates and supporters and persons
under open indictment for war crimes by
ICTY. The order also provides for the contin-
ued blocking of property or interests in prop-
erty blocked prior to the order’s effective
date due to the need to address claims or
encumbrances involving such property.

Because the crisis with respect to the situa-
tion in Kosovo and with respect to Slobodan
Milosevic, his close associates and supporters
and persons under open indictment for war
crimes by ICTY has not been resolved, and
because the status of all previously blocked
property has yet to be resolved, this situation
continues to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that the emer-
gency declared with respect to Kosovo, and
the measures adopted pursuant thereto, must
continue beyond June 9, 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 24, 2001.
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro), the
Bosnian Serbs, and Kosovo

May 24, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c)
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12808 on May 30, 1992, and
with respect to the Kosovo emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13088 on June 9,
1998.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 24, 2001.

Statement on Signing the Animal
Disease Risk Assessment,
Prevention, and Control Act of 2001

May 24, 2001

Today I am signing into law S. 700, the
“Animal Disease Risk Assessment, Preven-
tion, and Control Act of 2001.” The Act is
intended to assist the Department of Agri-
culture in its continuing efforts to protect
against introduction into the United States
of two unrelated animal diseases occurring
abroad—bovine spongiform encephalopathy
and foot-and-mouth disease. Preventing such
diseases from entering the United States is
a high priority, and the Department of Agri-
culture, in cooperation with other Federal
agencies, has put strong measures in place
designed to accomplish that goal.

Section 3 of the bill requires the Secretary
of Agriculture to submit to certain commit-
tees and subcommittees of the Congress a
preliminary report concerning any imme-
diate needs for additional legislative authority
or appropriations and a final report with rec-
ommendations for legislation that will im-
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prove efforts to assess, prevent, or control
transmission of certain diseases. Section 3
will be interpreted in a manner consistent
with the constitutional authority of the Presi-
dent to recommend to the consideration of
the Congress such measures as the President
shall judge necessary and expedient.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 24, 2001.

NoOTE: S. 700, approved May 24, was assigned
Public Law No. 107-9. This statement was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
25.

Commencement Address at the
United States Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Maryland

May 25, 2001

Thank you very much. Thank you, all. Sec-
retary England, thank you very much. For
those of you who don’t know this, he was
sworn-in at noon yesterday, just to be here
as the Secretary of the Navy. I'm proud to
have this good man serving our country.

Admiral Clark, thank you very much. Gen-
eral Jones, Admiral Ryan, members of the
board of visitors, Members of the United
States Congress, distinguished faculty, distin-
guished guests, family, and friends, and most
of all, graduating midshipmen of the class of
2001.

It is a tremendous honor for me to stand
before the future of the United States Navy
and the United States Marine Corps. You'll
always remember this commencement day,
a day of excitement, pomp, circumstance;
tears of joy and relief when the speaker fi-
nally stops speaking. [Laughter] When I ac-
cepted the invitation to speak here, I asked
Admiral Clark, fine man that he is, if he had
any thoughts on what I should talk about.
He said, “Mr. President, you should talk
about 20 minutes.” [Laughter] So we’ll see
how I do.

I bring with me a small graduation present.
In keeping with long-standing tradition, I
hereby absolve all midshipmen who are on
restriction for minor conduct offenses.
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[Laughter] It seems a lot of you are cheering.
[Laughter] 1 leave it to Admiral Ryan to de-
fine exactly what “minor” means. [Laughter]

Your class has so much to be proud of.
You've endured the physical shakedown of
your plebe summer and the academic shock
of your plebe year. You've endured sea trials
and the trial of the Herndon climb. You've
slept in rooms adorned with brass plaques
that remind you of predecessors whose
chests were adorned with Medals of Honor.
You've worshipped in a chapel engraved with
the words, “Non Sibi, Sed Patriae”—Not for
self, but for country. You've studied in build-
ings named after giants: Nimitz, Sampson,
Mahan, and Michelson. And just in case the
studying wasn’t enough, some of you gave
the left-handed salute to Tecumseh, the “god
of 2.0.” [Laughter] They didn’t have that stat-
ue where I went to school. [Laughter] I wish
they had. [Laughter]

No one made you come here. No one
made you stay, and no one made you to sub-
ject yourself to a code of honor and a life
of discipline, but you did. And your President
and your country are so very grateful and
proud that you have chosen to serve.

We all know that you did not arrive at this
day by yourselves. You had a lot of help. And
at the top of this list must go your parents,
and I'd like to congratulate them, as well.
The class of 2001, you launch yourself into
what we all hope will be fair winds and fol-
lowing seas. It's a good time to reflect for
a moment on the things that change and the
things that never change.

Today I'm going to talk about the changing
world you're entering and the enduring val-
ues you'll bring to it. Presenting the “butter
bars” to the class of 2001 will be four flag
officers from the Naval Academy class of
1951, Admirals Burkhalter, Dunn, McKee,
and Metcalf. We're so honored to have them
here, as well as a true modern day hero, and
your former Superintendent, Admiral Bill
Lawrence.

The class of °51 and the class of "01 are
separated by 50 years, but you have much
in common. You exhibit the same patriotism,
the same professionalism, and the same
drive. And let’s not forget, both classes beat
Army.
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Half a century ago, the class of ’51 ven-
tured into a world where the very existence
of our Nation seemed to hang in the balance.
Thanks in part to their service and sacrifice,
the values of democratic freedom prevailed
throughout some 40 winters of a cold war.

Today, you inherit a world that is safer and
more peaceful, a world the class of 51 helped
to make possible. You're the custodians of
their legacy, the next link in the long, unbro-
ken chain that is Annapolis past and present.
The world you're entering today is different
from the one they entered in five decades
ago. But it’s still dangerous. It still requires
America to have a forward strategy for free-
dom. The Navy-Marine Corps team you're
about to join as new officers will be an inte-
gral part of that strategy.

Today, nearly one-third of our naval forces
are forward-deployed overseas. The U.S.S.
Constellation carrier battle group and its
10,000 sailors are plying the waters of the
Persian Gulf, enforcing the no-fly zone over
southern Iraq. Another 3,800 sailors and ma-
rines stand guard nearby with the Boxer am-
phibious ready group, deterring any mischief
Saddam might contemplate. The U.S.S. En-
terprise is in the Mediterranean, along with
the Kearsarge amphibious ready group.
They're supporting NATO efforts to main-
tain peace in the Balkans and deterring those
who would break the peace. And in the Pa-
cific, the U.S.S. Kitty Hawk is on call, ready,
if needed, to defend America’s interests.

These forces are America’s insurance pol-
icy in a world of change and challenge. They
give comfort to our allies and pause to our
enemies and adversaries. America today has
the finest Navy and Marine Corps the world
has ever seen. And with your help, I am com-
mitting to ensuring that we have the world’s
finest Navy and Marine Corps tomorrow and
every day after.

To do so, we must build forces that draw
upon the revolutionary advances in the tech-
nology of war that will allow us to keep the
peace by redefining war on our terms. I'm
committed to building a future force that is
defined less by size and more by mobility
and swiftness, one that is easier to deploy
and sustain, one that relies more heavily on
stealth, precision weaponry, and information
technologies.
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Fifteen years from now, as many of you
approach the point of command, a President
may stand here and describe a far different
range of deployments than the one T just
gave. He—or she—may speak of Aegis de-
stroyers protecting entire continents from
the threat of ballistic missile attack; modified
Trident submarines carrying hundreds of
next-generation smart conventional cruise
missiles; agile Marine task forces ready to de-
ploy with far greater speed, operational
reach, and precision than ever before; and
global command and control systems pro-
viding near total battle space awareness in
real time to on-the-scene commanders.

Building tomorrow’s force is not going to
be easy. Changing the direction of our mili-
tary is like changing the course of a mighty
ship; all the more reason for more research
and development and all the more reason to
get started right away. Yet, building a 21st
century military will require more than new
weapons. It will also require a renewed spirit
of innovation in our officer corps. We cannot
transform our military using old weapons and
old plans. Nor can we do it with an old bu-
reaucratic mindset that frustrates the cre-
ativity and entrepreneurship that a 21st cen-
tury military will need.

The world around us is made smaller every
day by the powers of science and technology.
These forces of change are transforming
every field, from business and communica-
tions to health and culture. As the newest
officers in our military, your leadership chal-
lenge is to embrace those forces, so that you
might shape them and harness them to build
the security of our country. Only by accept-
ing this challenge will you be able to see over
the horizon and to develop the new concepts
and applications that our Navy will need in
the decades to come.

It is this spirit of innovation that, in the
late twenties, allowed a visionary like Admiral
Marc Mitscher to truly understand the po-
tential power of putting an airplane on a ship.
He and other great pioneers perfected in less
than 20 years the doctrine, technology, and
tactics of naval aviation that would win the
war in the Pacific.

That same decade, the spirit of innovation
allowed a smart marine major named Pete
Ellis to understand that such a war would
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require the ability to land men and heavy
equipment from a ship. So he spent the bet-
ter part of his career developing the doctrine
of amphibious warfare. The marines at Iwo
Jima and Inchon were thankful he did.

The same spirit led Admiral Hyman
Rickover, in the fifties, to the insight that the
nuclear genie could be bottled to allow our
submarines to stay underwater for months at
a time. It led Admiral “Red” Raborn to un-
derstand how to put a nuclear missile on a
submarine. And it led Arleigh Burke, the fa-
ther of the modern Navy, to have the fore-
sight to put these two men and their ideas
together to create the third and most invul-
nerable leg of our cold war nuclear triad.

Creativity and imaginative thinking are the
great competitive advantages of America and
America’s military. Today I call upon you to
seize and to join this tradition of creativity
and innovation. Our national and military
leaders owe you a culture that supports inno-
vation and a system that rewards it.

Officers willing to think big thoughts and
look at problems with a fresh eye are some-
times wrong. New ideas don’t always work.
If you pick up this mantle, some of your ideas
may fail. But we need to give you this free-
dom, and we will. It is from your failures
that we will learn and acquire the knowledge
that will make successful innovation possible.
As President, I am committed to fostering
a military culture where intelligent risktaking
and forward thinking are rewarded, not
dreaded. And I'm committed to ensuring that
visionary leaders who take risks are recog-
nized and promoted.

The Navy of the future will require innova-
tion and entrepreneurial leadership. It will
require safeguarding naval traditions of ac-
countability and responsibility. And as it al-
ways has, it will require men and women,
who live and breathe, the values that have
made America and her military great.

You know by now that life in the Navy
and Marine Corps is not glamorous. You will
endure long hours of routine, punctuated—
at times without warning—by moments of
danger, where the stakes for your crew and
your country could not be higher. Annapolis
has prepared you well for this life. It has
strengthened your bodies and sharpened
your minds. Most importantly, it has fortified
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your character with timeless values, honor,
courage, and commitment. Through 4 years,
your class has sat through many a lecture
about the meaning of these values. You don’t
need another lecture today. But I do urge
you to reflect upon their importance. Re-
minders of their relevance surround us.

Last month when our EP-3 crew came
home from Hainan Island in China, millions
of Americans had the opportunity to hear
their story on television. From officers and
crew, including Lieutenant John Comerford,
Annapolis class of 1997, America learned
firsthand about the skill and courage it took
to land their wounded plane. We also saw
a glimpse of the fortitude that allowed the
crew to maintain its unity and Spirit.

What Americans couldn’t know from those
television appearances was that these men
and women of uncommon valor are, in fact,
quite common in today’s Navy. What looked
extraordinary to America is nothing out of
the ordinary among those who wear the uni-
form. And our Navy and Marine Corps is
filled with people, both officers and enlisted,
who have the courage, maturity, and judg-
ment they displayed. I'm sure the admirals
from the class of 1951 who joined us today
could tell you quite explicitly how the Navy’s
core values have served them throughout
their illustrious careers.

But there are many others from the class
of ’51 whose stories are lessor known, such
as retired Lieutenant Colonel Bill Holmberg.
One year and a handful of days after gradua-
tion, Second Lieutenant Bill Holmberg
found himself on the Korean Peninsula,
faced with the daunting task: to infiltrate his
platoon deep behind enemy lines in an area
swarming with patrol, to rout a tenacious
enemy, to seize and hold their position. And
that’s what he did, and that’s what his platoon
did. Along the way they came under heavy
fire and engaged in fierce hand-to-hand com-
bat. Despite severe wounds, Lieutenant
Holmberg refused to be evacuated and con-
tinued to deliver orders and direct the offen-
sive until the mission was accomplished.

And that’s why he wears the Navy Cross.
And today, his deeds, and the deeds of other
heroes from that class, echo down through
the ages to you. You can’t dictate the values
that make a hero. You can’t buy them, but
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you can foster them. And you can give a class
like yours a sense of confidence and team-
work that will carry you through the toughest
moments in a life of service to a cause greater
than all of us.

Today you leave here knowing in your
heart a great truth that some in life never
discover, that values are important. You un-
derstand that life cannot be lived with casual
commitments and shallow creeds. You un-
derstand that no one can be neutral between
right and wrong, tyranny and freedom, cyni-
cism and honor. And you know that the
greatest victories are sometimes won on the
private battlefields of conscience. Over time,
your weapons and methods must change, but
your values will not. And because of this, you
contribute not just to the military might of
our country but to its meaning and con-
science and soul. You will not only be the
defenders of America but an example to
America, and we're deeply grateful.

Finally, as you go about your great work,
remember that you're not only officers but
ambassadors from the land of freedom. Your
work will take you far from our shores. And
for many people, you will be, literally, the
face of America, the first and, perhaps, only
American they will ever meet.

Remember that your very diversity of re-
gional, racial, and religious heritage is, itself,
a rebuke to those who hate the ideals you
have pledged to defend. Remember that
America has always been committed to en-
larging the circle of human freedom, not
reaching for the crown of empire.

And as you wear your Nation’s uniform,
remember also to wear the humility of true
greatness. As your class helps America chart
its new course in this new century, these val-
ues—honor, courage, commitment, and hu-
mility—must be both your anchor and your
compass. You are part of the long, blue line
of service and sacrifice committed to defend-
ing the highest aspirations of the human
heart.

The best days of our Navy and our Nation
are yet to come, and you, by the grace of
God, will help us reach the next shore.

Thank you, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the
Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to Gordon
R. England, Secretary of the Navy; Adm. Vern
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Clark, USN, Chief of Naval Operations, and Vice
Adm. John R. Ryan, USN, Superintendent, U.S.
Naval Academy; Gen. James L. Jones, USMC,
Commandant, Marine Corps; Vice Adm. Edward
A. Burkhalter, Jr., USN (Ret.); Vice Adm. Robert
F. Dunn, USN (Ret.); Adm. Kinnaird R. McKee,
USN (Ret.); Vice Adm. Joseph Metcalf III, USN
(Ret.); and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Proclamation 7 444—Prayer For
Peace, Memorial Day, 2001

May 25, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

“Humility must always be the portion of
any man who receives acclaim earned in the
blood of his followers and the sacrifices of
his friends.” These words, spoken by General
Dwight D. Eisenhower following Germany’s
surrender in 1945, paid tribute to his fallen
comrades as he humbly acknowledged that
their ultimate sacrifice gave occasion for rec-
ognition of his leadership.

Similarly, we stand as a Nation that is
strong and deserving of praise. Yet we are
humbled, because we remember that the
wealth of this Nation’s heritage, the strength
of its ideals, and the extent of its freedom
came with a tremendous price. These treas-
ures were purchased with the lives of Amer-
ican service men and women, a cost borne
prominently by several generations. We are
humbled because so many bright futures,
hopes, and dreams were sacrificed for the
abundance of opportunities we now freely
pursue.

Through the course of our Nation’s his-
tory, more than 41 million Americans have
served the cause of freedom and more than
a million have died in its name. On this noble
American holiday, we solemnly pause to re-
member the men and women who gave their
lives in service to our Nation. We honor those
generations and individuals who fought for
liberty and in defiance of tyranny that this
unique experiment in self-government might
long endure.

At a bridge at Concord, in the muddy
trenches of Europe, the rugged mountains
of Korea, the dense forests of Asia, or across
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the burning sands of the Persian Gulf, Amer-
ica’s heroes have advanced democracy
around the globe and defended the liberties
we hold dear. We are particularly mindful
of our fallen patriots as we mark the 60th
anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor
and the 10th anniversary of Operation Desert
Storm.

We honor the final sacrifice of our service
men and women by dedicating our own lives
to peace and the defense of freedom. For
these ideals they fought, and for these ideals
we continue to strive. May we stand with dili-
gence and with humility on the broad shoul-
ders of those whose brave deeds and sacrifice
we memorialize today. Let all of us commit
this day, whether in public ceremony or in
quiet reflection over a single grave, to re-
member them in fitting tribute.

In respect for their devotion to America,
the Congress by a joint resolution approved
on May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has requested
the President to issue a proclamation calling
on the people of the United States to observe
each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for
permanent peace and designating a period
on that day when the people of the United
States might unite in prayer. The Congress,
by Public Law 106-579, has also designated
the minute beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time
on that day as a time for all Americans to
observe the National Moment of Remem-
brance.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby designate Memorial Day, May 28,
2001, as a day of prayer for permanent peace,
and I designate the hour beginning in each
locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time
to unite in prayer. I also ask all Americans
to observe the National Moment of Remem-
brance beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on
Memorial Day. I urge the press, radio, tele-
vision, and all other media to participate in
these observances.

I also request the Governors of the United
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units
of government, to direct that the flag be
flown at half-staff until noon on this Memo-
rial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval
vessels throughout the United States and in
all areas under its jurisdiction and control.
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I also request the people of the United States
to display the flag at half-staff from their
homes for the customary forenoon period.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 30, 2001]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 31.

Message on the Observance of
National Missing Children’s Day

May 25, 2001

I am pleased to send greetings to all those
commemorating National Missing Children’s
Day on May 25. This observance provides
an opportunity to honor hard-working and
dedicated law enforcement officers, cele-
brate the recovery of missing children, and
draw attention to children who are still miss-
ing.

As we remember the children we have lost
on National Missing Children’s Day, we
renew our resolve and dedication to reunit-
ing families with their loved ones. I com-
mend local, state, and Federal law enforce-
ment personnel for the important role they
play in missing or exploited children inves-
tigations and searches. Across America, part-
nerships between local law enforcement offi-
cers and community groups are helping to
protect our children so that they can be nur-
tured in love and live rich, full lives.

The National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children deserves special recognition
for its work to reunite children with their
families. Since 1984, the center has received
more than 1.5 million hotline calls, provided
assistance in the recovery of more than
55,000 children, and distributed millions of
publications regarding missing and exploited
children. These efforts make a difference in
the lives of countless individuals, and I salute
you.
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Laura joins me in sending best wishes on
this special occasion.

George W. Bush

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Achieving
Benchmarks for a Sustainable Peace
Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina

May 25, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by the Levin Amendment to
the 1998 Supplemental Appropriations and
Rescissions Act (section 7(b) of Public Law
105-174) and section 1203(a) of the Strom
Thurmond National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105-
261), I transmit herewith a report on
progress made toward achieving benchmarks
for a sustainable peace process in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

In July 2000, the fourth semiannual report
was sent to the Congress detailing progress
towards achieving the ten benchmarks that
were adopted by the Peace Implementation
Council and the North Atlantic Council in
order to evaluate implementation of the Day-
ton Accords. This fifth report, which also in-
cludes supplemental reporting as required by
section 1203(a) of Public Law 105-261, pro-
vides an updated assessment of progress on
the benchmarks covering the period July 1,
2000, to February 28, 2001.

George W. Bush
The White House,
May 25, 2001.
NOTE: An original was not available for

verification of the content of this message.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.
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May 20

In the morning, the President traveled to
Notre Dame, IN, and in the afternoon, he
returned to Washington, DC.

May 21

In the morning, the President traveled to
New Haven, CT, and in the afternoon, he
returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Price to be Ambassador to
Maritius.

May 22

In the morning, the President had separate
telephone conversations with President
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and King Abdullah
of Jordan to discuss the Mitchell report and
the situation in the Middle East.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Senator James M. Jeffords in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Wendy J. Chamberlin to be Am-
bassador to Pakistan.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Charles Blahous III, as Executive
Director of the President’s Commission To
Strengthen Social Security.

May 23

In the morning, the President had separate
telephone conversations with Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority and
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel to dis-
cuss the Mitchell report and the situation in
the Middle East. Later, the President met
with the Dalai Lama in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nancy Goodman Brinker to be
Ambassador to Hungary.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Douglas Alan Hartwick to be Am-
bassador to Laos.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Alberto Jose Mora to be General
Counsel of the Department of the Navy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Everet Beckner to be Deputy Ad-
ministrator for Defense Programs at the De-
partment of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas C. Hubbard to be Ambas-
sador to South Korea.
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May 24

In the morning, the President traveled to
Cleveland, OH, and in the afternoon, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Albert E. Smith to be Under Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael Montelongo to be Assist-
ant Secretary of the Air Force for Financial
Management.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Steven John Morello, Sr., to be
General Counsel of the Department of the
Army.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Edward Rogan to be Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with President Thabo
Mbeki of South Africa at the White House
for a working visit on June 26.

May 25

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Vicente
Fox of Mexico to express condolences over
the deaths of 14 Mexicans in the Arizona
desert earlier in the week. Later, the Presi-
dent traveled to Annapolis, MD.

In the afternoon, %e returned to Wash-
ington, DC, and later, he went to Camp
David, MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas P. Christie to be Director
of Operational Test and Evaluation at the
Department of Defense.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dennis P. Coleman to be Ambas-
sador to Luxembourg.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lyons Brown Jr., to be Ambassador
to Austria.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel Charles Kurtzer to be Am-
bassador to Israel.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Arthur F. Rosenfeld to be General
Counsel of the National Labor Relations
Board.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of the following individuals as members
of the Federal Home Mortgage Corporation:
William Dodd Powers, Cesar Benito
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Cabrera, David James Gribbin III, Catherine
Lynn Stepp, and Michelle Engler.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted May 21

Sharon Prost,

of the District of Columbia, to be U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge for the Federal Circuit, vice S.
Jay Plager, retired.

Submitted May 22

Eduardo Aguirre, Jr.,

of Texas, to be First Vice President of the
Export-Import Bank of the United States for
a term expiring January 20, 2005, vice Jackie
M. Clegg, term expired.

Wendy Jean Chamberlin,

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

William S. Farish,

of Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Janet Hale,

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Health and Human Services, vice John Jo-
seph Callahan, resigned.

Neal A. McCaleb,
of Oklahoma, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Interior, vice Kevin Gover.

Donald E. Powell,
of Texas, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the Federal Deposit Insurance
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Corporation for a term of 6 years, vice Donna
Tanoue, term expired.

Donald E. Powell,

of Texas, to be Chairperson of the Board of
Directors of the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation for a term of 5 years, vice Donna
Tanoue.

Thomas L. Sansonetti,
of Wyoming, to be an Assistant Attorney
General, vice Lois Jane Schiffer, resigned.

Lavenski R. Smith,

of Arkansas, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Eighth Circuit, vice Richard S. Arnold, re-
tired.

Francis Xavier Taylor,

of Maryland, to be Coordinator for
Counterterrorism, with the rank and status
of Ambassador at Large, vice Michael A.
Sheehan.

Submitted May 23

Robert D. Blackwill,

of Kansas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to India.

J. Robert Flores,

of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Office
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preven-
tion, vice Sheldon C. Bilchik.

Anthony Horace Gioia,

of New York, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of Malta.

William Gerry Myers II1,
of Idaho, to be Solicitor of the Department
of the Interior, vice John D. Leshy, resigned.

Ronald Rosenfeld,
of Maryland, to be President, Government
National Mortgage Association, vice Kevin G.
Chavers, resigned.

William J. Riley,

of Nebraska, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Eighth Circuit, vice Clarence A. Beam, re-
tired.
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Jennifer L. Dorn,
of Nebraska, to be Federal Transit Adminis-
trator, vice Gordon J. Linton, resigned.

Sarah V. Hart,

of Pennsylvania, to be Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Justice, vice Jeremy Travis,
resigned.

Howard H. Leach,

of California, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to France.

Bennett William Raley,
of Colorado, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Interior, vice Patricia ]. Beneke, re-

signed.

James Edward Rogan,

of California, to be Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Intellectual Property and Director
of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
vice Q. Todd Dickinson, resigned.

Thomas P. Christie,

of Virginia, to be Director of Operational
Test and Evaluation, Department of De-
fense, vice Philip Edward Coyle III.

Sue McCourt Cobb,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Jamaica.

Eileen J. O’Connor,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Attorney
General, vice Loretta Collins Argrett, re-

signed.

Arthur F. Rosenfeld,

of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board for a term of
4 years, vice Leonard R. Page.

Odessa F. Vincent,

of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of 15 years,
vice Evelyn E. Crawford Queen, term expir-

mg.
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Charles W. Pickering, Sr.,

of Mississippi, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for
the Fifth Circuit, vice Henry A. Politz, re-
tired.

Timothy M. Tymkovich,
of Colorado, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Tenth Circuit, vice John C. Porfilio, retired.
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