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Week Ending Friday, June 8, 2001

Statement on the Terrorist
Bombing in Tel Aviv
June 1, 2001

I condemn in the strongest terms the hei-
nous terrorist attack in Tel Aviv this Sabbath
evening. There is no justification for sense-
less attacks against innocent civilians. This il-
lustrates the urgent need for an immediate,
unconditional cessation of violence. I call
upon Chairman Arafat to condemn this act
and to call for an immediate cease fire. My
deepest condolences and those of the Amer-
ican people go out to the victims and their
families.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 2, 2001

Good morning. Over the last few months
I have often used this radio time to advocate
major tax relief. Today I’m pleased to report
success. Soon Congress will send me a bill
reducing Federal income taxes by $1.35 tril-
lion over the next 11 years, and I will proudly
sign it.

Under the new law, more than 98 million
Americans who pay income taxes will be
owed a refund. This year most single tax-
payers will receive checks for $300; single-
parent taxpayers will receive up to $500; and
married couples will receive a check for up
to $600. Over the next 10 years, the per-child
tax credit will double from $500 to $1,000;
the marriage penalty will be reduced; and
the death tax will be completely abolished.

Some other provisions of the tax bill
haven’t received quite as much attention. But
they will make a great difference in the lives
of many Americans. For low income families,
the child tax credit will now be partially re-
fundable. Right now, many poor families
don’t qualify for the credit because they don’t

pay income taxes at all. Soon, they will re-
ceive a tax credit to help meet the cost of
raising their children.

The new tax law also encourages higher
contributions to retirement plans. In years
to come, you’ll have the chance to put more
money into your IRA or 401k. You can better
prepare for your later years, sending less of
your money to Washington and more into
your own savings.

I’m especially pleased by what these re-
forms will do for families that adopt children.
Adoptive parents have a special calling, giv-
ing a loving home to children who otherwise
would have none. The new law will double
the maximum adoption tax credit to $10,000
and make the credit permanent. And regard-
less of their expenses, parents who adopt
children with special needs will be able to
claim this tax credit in the year the adoption
is completed.

Tax relief is an important bipartisan
achievement. And now we must build on that
momentum to improve our public schools.
We are within reach of historic education re-
form. So far, the signs are very good. Both
parties have been working together, and I
hope both parties will vote together, as well.

The plan I have sent to Congress stresses
local control of schools, instead of trying to
run the schools from Washington. The plan
calls for accountability, requiring that every
school set high standards and measure re-
sults. My plan gives flexibility to schools in
meeting these standards and more freedom
to parents in making their own choices.

Skeptics may claim that these education
reforms are too much to hope for, but that’s
what used to be said about tax relief. The
truth is that real reform is possible, if we lay
our partisan differences aside and work to-
gether in the interests of the American peo-
ple.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:45 a.m.
on May 31 in the Cabinet Room at the White
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House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 2. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 1 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Statement on the Death of
King Birenda of Nepal
June 2, 2001

I am deeply saddened and shocked at King
Birenda’s untimely death. I also mourn the
loss of Queen Aiswarya and other family
members and extend my deepest sympathies
to the King’s extended family. I send my con-
dolences to the Nepalese people during this
difficult period. Our prayers are with the
Government and people of Nepal.

Proclamation 7446—National Child’s
Day, 2001
June 2, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our children, who are today dreaming big

dreams and who are filled with hope, will
someday serve as leaders in government, in-
dustry, education, and the arts. For the good
of our country and its continued progress and
advancement, we must strive to give all
young Americans the best possible start in
life.

Falling between Mother’s Day and Fa-
ther’s Day, Child’s Day is celebrated this year
on June 3, the first Sunday of the month.
This special occasion gives us a unique op-
portunity to remember the joys and wonder
of our own childhood and to reflect on how
positive and healthy experiences in one’s
early years significantly influence later
achievements and happiness.

All adults must work together to ensure
the safety and well-being of our Nation’s
most precious resource, our children. Every
youngster deserves to live in a safe, perma-
nent, and caring family; but, unfortunately,
this is not always the case. Government can-
not make people love one another, but it can

and must cultivate a climate that helps fami-
lies, as well as the individuals and groups that
support them.

Our Nation must reaffirm its commitment
to loving and caring for our children. We
must improve the safety of schools and
neighborhoods and mobilize faith-based and
community groups to fight poverty and ad-
diction. Because many youngsters now grow
up in single-parent homes, we must promote
responsible fatherhood, in all its aspects, in-
cluding spiritual leadership, emotional secu-
rity, and financial support. We must also help
families in crisis, protect children from abuse
and neglect, and encourage adoption for chil-
dren who must be removed from their bio-
logical parents.

Our responsibility to our young people,
however, extends beyond just their physical
and emotional well-being. We must also pro-
vide them with a quality education, so that
no child is left behind in our fast-paced glob-
al economy. Adults should also encourage
youngsters to always set high goals, make
right choices, and stay involved in their com-
munities. By doing so, boys and girls can pur-
sue lives of meaning and fulfillment as con-
tributing members of society.

Every child in every neighborhood has
unique gifts to offer. We must nurture our
children’s dreams, help them develop their
talents and abilities, and ensure their healthy
development so that they may reach their full
potential. Our success in this vital endeavor
will affect the direction of their lives and the
future strength and vitality of our Nation.

In recognition of the importance of our
Nation’s children, the Senate, by Senate Res-
olution 90 approved May 25, 2001, has des-
ignated June 3, 2001, as ‘‘National Child’s
Day’’ and has requested that the President
issue a Proclamation calling for appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 3, 2001, as
National Child’s Day. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to share in the mission of preparing our
young people for life’s challenges and oppor-
tunities. By reading to youngsters, listening
to their cares and concerns, and providing
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them with safe and loving homes, we can
make a positive and lasting contribution to
their health, happiness, and well-being.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 5, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 6.

Remarks at Everglades National
Park, Florida
June 4, 2001

Thank you all very much. Thank you.
Thank you, Brother. [Laughter] I love my
brother. People in Florida are lucky to have
this good man as Governor.

I’m honored to be here with two fine
United States Senators; thank you both for
being here. Senator Graham, thanks for fly-
ing down with us, and Senator Nelson, it was
good to see you at the airport today.

Peter Deutsch, this is his district. Con-
gressman, thanks so much for coming. We’re
honored to have you here. Congressman—
I just call her Ileana—[laughter]—thanks so
very much for being here, Ileana, and same
to you, Lincoln. I’m honored that you’re
here. The two chairmen, Chairman Shaw and
Chairman Young, I’m honored that you all
are here, as well. I don’t see Congressperson
Meek. I think she was going to be here. She’s
not, but Jerry, I appreciate you. I appreciate
your staff. I appreciate so very much
Maureen Finnerty for giving us the briefing.
And I appreciate Larry Belli, as well, for tak-
ing time to chopper over this beautiful slice
of heaven. Thank you both. And thank all
your staff for making this experience such
a meaningful experience for all of us. It’s an
honor to be here, especially in these sur-
roundings.

Visitors from around the world come to
this beautiful State to see the coasts and the
Keys and the sandy beaches. Today we’re
standing in just as wondrous a scene in Flor-

ida and just as an important part of this State.
It commands our care and attention. This
area needs our protection. And I am here
to join with your Governor in the cause of
preserving and protecting the Florida Ever-
glades.

Last week I visited the great Sequoia
National Park in California. Just to get there
we covered many miles of land that appeared
exactly as it did to the first people who saw
it. The same can be said of these sur-
roundings and of this park. They are here
to be appreciated, not changed. Their beauty
is beyond our power to improve.

Our job here is to be good stewards of
the Everglades, to restore what has been
damaged and to reduce the risk of harm. The
Everglades National Park was established
more than 50 years ago. It is not just a beau-
tiful place to visit but, as everybody down
here knows, is a vital part of south Florida’s
ecosystem. The park extends nearly 1.4 mil-
lion acres and is our country’s largest remain-
ing subtropical wilderness. It includes most
of Florida Bay, mangrove forests, coastal
prairie, cypress forests, pine lands, and fresh-
water streams that form, as they are now
called, the River of Grass.

We’re also visitors today in the home of
68 endangered species and the only place on
Earth where crocodiles and alligators live
side by side. We’re kind of hoping that’s the
way it gets to be in the United States Con-
gress one of these days. [Laughter]

Over the same half century, since the park
was created, south Florida’s population has
doubled many times over, and it will con-
tinue to grow. For ages, the waters of the
Everglades have sustained animal life. Today,
south Florida’s human population relies upon
them, as well. Growth and progress are desir-
able, and environmental destruction is not in-
evitable. We must build and plan with re-
spect for nature’s prior claims.

Lost, if we are careless, are the sparrows
and wading birds, panthers and bears who
live here, and the chance for future genera-
tions to see these creatures in the place that
nature gave them. We must meet the de-
mands of growth but without harming the
very things that give Florida and the Ever-
glades their beauty.
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For its part, the Federal Government car-
ries important responsibilities and steward-
ship. It is not enough to regulate and dictate
from afar. To preserve places like this, we
must bring to our work a new spirit of respect
and cooperation, what I call a new
environmentalism for the 21st century. This
was the spirit behind the Comprehensive Ev-
erglades Restoration Plan, which passed
Congress last year with strong bipartisan ma-
jorities in both Houses. The late Senator
John Chafee of Rhode Island set the law in
motion. It was advanced by the good work
of a New Hampshire Senator, Bob Smith,
and received crucial support from the Flor-
ida delegation, especially from former Gov-
ernor and current United States Senator Bob
Graham.

It shows—protecting the Everglades
shows that bipartisanship is possible but,
more importantly, crucial to doing the will
of the American people. When we talk about
empowering State and local governments to
do more to protect the environment, we do
not mean Washington will do less. We mean
that the Federal Government will work more
closely and effectively with people closest to
the problem and, therefore, best equipped
to solve it. Everglades restoration is a good
example. It is a long-term commitment
shared by the Federal Government and by
the State of Florida.

Restoration will not take years, but it’ll
take decades. It will require the best efforts
of all involved for a long period of time, from
government officials to tribal leaders to land-
owners and environmentalists. The hard
work, patience, and goodwill of these groups
have brought us thus far in restoring the Ev-
erglades. We will need the same qualities to
finish the job in years ahead. For my adminis-
tration, the people of Florida can count on
the commitment to carry out this important
project.

My budget for next year proposes an in-
vestment of $219 million, a 36 percent in-
crease from last year. Working together, the
State of Florida and the Federal Government
will provide nearly $8 billion in the coming
decades for Everglade restoration.

The Federal Government has clear re-
sponsibility for the Everglades, as in each of
the nearly 400 other national parks. In recent

years, that obligation has sometimes been ne-
glected. Many parks have lacked the re-
sources they need for their basic care and
maintenance. My administration will restore
and renew America’s national parks. Last
week I announced our National Parks Legacy
Project, a major investment in preserving
places such as this. We will clear up nearly
$5 billion in maintenance to make our parks
more inviting and accessible to all Americans.

We are also the first administration to re-
quest full funding of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund. This fund provides Flor-
ida and other States with the means to set
aside new parks, vital habitats, and restore
threatened ecosystems.

To protect our parks and their inhabitants,
we must have the best available information,
so I’ve directed Secretary Norton to prepare
an annual report that describes the condition
of our parks and offer specific recommenda-
tions to improve them. I’ve also asked the
people who know our parks best, our rangers,
to prepare stewardship plans.

As many of you know, Florida was recently
voted as America’s best State park system.
To be the best, you have to assemble the
best team for the job. And joining Secretary
Norton in that effort will be a new Director
of the National Park Service. You know her
well. I’m pleased to announce that Fran
Maniella, Florida’s director of State parks, is
my choice to lead the National Park Service.

She’s been a steady and conscientious
steward of Florida’s 500,000 acres of park
lands. With the support of Senators Graham
and Nelson and their colleagues, I’m hopeful
she will soon assume responsibility for Amer-
ica’s more than 80 million acres of parkland.
Under her leadership, the National Park
Service will continue to do its very important
work.

I respect our park rangers, the folks who
work in our national parks, a lot. Theirs is
an incredibly tough job. Many times it’s a
thankless job. So on behalf of your Govern-
ment and the people of the United States,
thank you for your dedication to America.
And thank you so very much for welcoming
us to America’s River of Grass.

Thank you all for coming. God bless.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at the
Royal Palm Visitors Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Representa-
tives Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, C.
W. Bill Young, chairman, Committee on Appro-
priations, and E. Clay Shaw, Jr., chairman, Ways
and Means Social Security Subcommittee; Jerry
Belson, regional director, southeastern region,
National Park Service; Maureen Finnerty, super-
intendent, and Lawrence A. Belli, deputy super-
intendent, Everglades National Park. The Presi-
dent also referred to Title VI, Section 601—Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, part of
Public Law 106–541, the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2000.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Hispanic Leaders and an Exchange
With Reporters in Miami, Florida
June 4, 2001

The President. It’s been my honor to ad-
dress community leaders from many nations
in our hemisphere. Miami is the international
capital of South America and Central Amer-
ica. It’s one of the most vibrant cities in our
Nation, and another reason why it’s so cul-
turally rich.

We had a wide-ranging discussion about
different countries in our hemisphere. But
I started off with a discussion about this ad-
ministration’s firm commitment to making
sure our own neighborhood is free and
democratic and trades—actively trades, so
that we can promote wealth throughout the
hemisphere. The best foreign policy for this
country begins with having a neighborhood
that’s peaceful and free and secure and pros-
perous.

And I was able to share with the leaders
here how pleased I was that the Summit of
the Americas went well, particularly the em-
brace—the fact that 34 democratically elect-
ed leaders from our hemisphere, all but one
nation, was represented there.

We had a great discussion, and it’s so im-
portant for the President of the United States
to sit at the same table with the leaders of
this hemisphere. And they were—in our
meetings where we were able just to sit
around without a lot of people watching; we
were able to have a free discussion. And
they—I was able to explain our vision; they
were able to share their problems. And many

times, this great Nation of ours would be will-
ing to help as much as we possibly can.

I am confident and optimistic that our
hemisphere is going to be more free and
more prosperous than it’s ever been. As
we’ve discussed here, there are some prob-
lem areas, but that’s what—that’s what we
need to do. We need to discuss the problem
areas and come together to figure out ways
to solve them.

Anyway, I’m so thankful and so gracious—
I’m gracious that my brother Jeb is con-
cerned about the hemisphere, as well. I’m
thankful that Mel Martinez, a product of the
State of Florida, has agreed to see the Cabi-
net. I’m also thankful that these two people
from the United States Congress, two great
leaders, are—[applause].

Thank you for coming.

Cuba
Q. [Inaudible].
The President. Yes, we’ll talk about Cuba

again, of course.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. at the
Omni Colonnade Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at a Tax Relief Celebration
in Tampa, Florida
June 4, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much.
It is good to be back in the Tampa area. I
remember the last time I was here was right
around the corner, at the stadium. Many of
you were there. Thanks for coming then, and
thanks for coming now.

I appreciate my brother giving me credit
for the rain, but the truth of the matter is,
the current Governor and the future Gov-
ernor gets credit for the rain, Jeb Bush. He’s
not only a great brother; he’s a great Gov-
ernor. He’s the kind of fellow who does in
office what he said he’s going to do. We need
more of that kind of talk in politics.

I’m honored to be traveling today with the
Secretary of HUD, Mel Martinez, from the
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great State of Florida. Thank you, Mr. Sec-
retary. We’re here with members of the con-
gressional delegation; Congressmen Davis,
Miller, Young, and Putnam. And I want you
all to give a huge round of applause for those
Congressmen who were bold enough to vote
for you to have a tax cut. [Applause]

They did the right thing. They listened to
the people. They heard the people speak
loud and clear. And when that bill came up
in front of the Congress, some of the mem-
bers from this congressional delegation didn’t
blink; they did the right thing. I’m honored
to be here, as well, with Speaker Feeney and
Senator McKay from the State House, hard-
working members of the Florida delegation
at the State House.

I want to thank my friends, the Bellamy
Brothers, for being here. It’s good to see you
all again. I want to thank my friend George
Steinbrenner, as well, for opening up this
beautiful park.

A year ago, tax relief was supposed to be
a political impossibility. Six months ago, it
was supposed to be a political liability. Today,
folks, tax relief is reality. I have the honor
of signing the largest tax relief bill in 20 years.

It’s thanks to the American people that
we’re going to have meaningful tax relief. It’s
thanks to the thousands of hard-working
Americans who made it clear at the ballot
box, through phone calls, through e-mails,
through letting everybody who is elected
know that once we meet our needs at Wash-
ington, DC, it’s important to always remem-
ber whose money we’re spending. That sur-
plus is not the Government’s money. That
surplus is the people’s money. And in a cou-
ple of weeks, we’re going to start sending
checks back to the American people.

This year, if you’re single, you get a $300
check. If you’re raising a family, you get a
$600 check in the mail. Every taxpayer in
America who wrote a check to the Govern-
ment is going to start getting money back
this year, as soon as possible. But that’s just
the beginning. That’s just the beginning.

We’re also going to cut all rates. You re-
member over the course of the campaign,
ours was a campaign that made it clear we’re
going to be fair to the American people, that
we didn’t believe in the Washington talk
about targeted tax cuts, that we felt that a

targeted tax cut meant folks in Washington
got to decide who won and who didn’t win,
that the best tax policy—the best tax relief
policy was to say, if you pay taxes, you get
relief, everybody who pays taxes in America.

All rates will be cut. Everybody who pays
taxes is going to get not only tax relief this
year but tax relief in the coming years. Dur-
ing the course of the campaign, we said how
unfair the marriage penalty was. The mar-
riage penalty is unfair, and we eased the pen-
alty of marriage in the Tax Code coming
down the road.

During the course of the campaign, I
heard from hundreds of small-business own-
ers and farmers and ranchers, who said loud
and clear, ‘‘We’re sick and tired of having
our assets taxed twice,’’ who said loud and
clear, ‘‘The death tax is unfair.’’ Under the
bill I’m going to sign this week, we finally
eliminate the death tax in the American Tax
Code.

Tax relief is the right thing to do. It’s an
answer to a prayer, such as this one: ‘‘Lead
us not into temptation.’’ The big surplus ac-
cumulating in Washington was one great
temptation for the spenders. And once we
met basic needs, with a reasonable growth
in our budget, instead of increasing the size
of your Federal Government, what we de-
cided to do was to put faith in the American
people. We would rather have you spend the
money.

It’s a fundamental difference of opinion.
For those that voted against tax relief, they
basically said to America, ‘‘We can spend
your money better than you can.’’

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. It’s just a philosophical

difference of opinion. But one of the things
that’s loud and clear in this campaign is there
is a group of folks in Washington who now
understand where the power of this country
is; it’s with the people.

This bill is more than just tax relief. It is
more than just preventing Washington from
growing the size of Government. This bill re-
flects a philosophy that says, we trust the
American people more than we trust Gov-
ernment. It’s a philosophy represented in the
hundreds of tax families that I had the oppor-
tunity of campaigning with all across the
country.
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One such family is here with us today, the
Fuller family: Stephen Fuller, Quita Fuller,
Andrew, and Anna Fuller. They’re folks from
this part of the world. He’s a business man-
ager. He’s a hard-working man and so is she.
They’re deeply concerned about their family
and their family’s future.

This family will save $1,925 when the tax
relief plan is fully phased in. They will re-
ceive an $800 check this year because the
child credit kicks in immediately and in-
creases to $1,000 per child.

And here’s what the issue is about, folks.
It’s about, do you want the Fullers spending
that $1,900, or do you want the Federal Gov-
ernment?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. The people who stood on

the side of tax relief understand we met our
Nation’s needs. But when it came down to
it, with their aye vote they said, ‘‘We trust
the Fullers to spend that $1,900. It’s their
money to begin with.’’ We think they can bet-
ter allocate that money than the Federal
Government. We think they know how best
to save for their children. We think they
know how best to set aside money to make
sure their family has got a safe and secure
future. No, this tax relief bill is a victory for
the American people.

There’s a new attitude beginning to de-
velop in Washington. This wasn’t just a Re-
publican bill. There were some wise Demo-
crats that came along, too. And this coming
Thursday, when I sit there at the White
House and sign the bill, I’ll be praising not
only the Republicans who helped, but I’ll be
praising those Democrats who helped, as
well. There’s a new spirit in Washington, DC.
There’s a spirit of accomplishment. There’s
a spirit that says we can show the American
people that it’s possible to get positive things
done. And we’re just beginning.

We’re working on an education bill that
sets high standards for every child in Amer-
ica, a bill that trusts local people to run the
schools, a bill that believes in accountability
and results, a bill that says loud and clear,
no child will be left behind in America.

We’re strengthening the military. We will
boost the pay for those who wear the uni-
form. We will improve the housing, we will
improve the health benefits. And we will

have a clear mission, which is to be trained
well enough to fight and win war and, there-
fore, prevent war from happening in the first
place.

Ours is the first administration in a long
time that has laid out a vision for a secure
energy policy for America. It talks about the
need to conserve and to use technologies to
bring more efficiencies to the use of energy.
But it also talks about a realistic, common-
sense way to protect our environment and,
at the same time, bring new energy supplies,
so consumers will be able to have safe and
secure and reliable energy sources.

Ours is an administration that talks about
Medicare and Social Security reform. No,
there’s a new spirit of accomplishment in
Washington, DC, and there’s a bigger task
at hand, as well.

It’s one thing to pass legislation, and that’s
going to be important. But there’s a larger
calling for this country. Our Nation must
come together to unite, to usher in what I
call an era of personal responsibility, an era
in our country where each of us who is fortu-
nate enough to be a mom or a dad tells our
children on a daily basis, ‘‘We love you with
all our heart;’’ an era in our country where
if you’re fortunate, you turn to a neighbor
and say to a neighbor in need, ‘‘What can
I do to help, brother? What can I do to
help?’’ We must rally the great faith of Amer-
ica and the faith-based institutions across this
land to provide help and care and comfort
to people in need.

In order to usher in a period of responsi-
bility, it requires all of us who are in positions
of responsibility to understand the awesome
responsibility we bear. It is my high honor
to be the President of the greatest land on
the face of the Earth. I take this responsi-
bility very seriously. I understand people
watch the office, and I can promise you, I
will not let you down.

We are just beginning to show the Amer-
ican people what’s possible. And we’re just
beginning to help work with you, the moms
and dads and hard-working honest citizens,
to change our culture in America, so that this
great land holds out its promise for every sin-
gle citizen, so people aren’t left behind, so
we’re united with a common purpose of one
land, indivisible, under God.

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:03 Jun 13, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD11JN01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



850 June 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Thank you all for coming. God bless. It’s
my honor.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. at Leg-
ends Field. In his remarks, he referred to State
Representative Tom Feeney; State Senator John
M. McKay; country/western singers David and
Howard Bellamy; and George Steinbrenner III,
principal owner, New York Yankees.

Remarks to Habitat for Humanity
Supporters in Tampa
June 5, 2001

Thank you very much. Mel, thank you very
much. I’m so honored Mel agreed to become
the Cabinet Secretary of HUD. He brings
a fresh look and a true spirit of compassion
to the job—plus, he’s a Floridian. [Laughter]
He’s going to make a big difference.

It’s great to be here with the Lieutenant
Governor. Tell Governor Bush, I hope he
slept in well. [Laughter] Here the rest of us
are out working for a better Florida and a
better America. [Laughter]

I’m so honored to be here with members
of the congressional delegation: Davis,
Miller, Putnam, and Young. Thank you, Con-
gressmen, for being here, and I look forward
to flying back to Washington with you today.

Millard, it is an honor to be here with you.
I talk about soldiers and the armies of com-
passion; Millard is the general, and Corporal
Bush reported for duty today. [Laughter] I
did run into Sergeant Doris Meyer. [Laugh-
ter] I can barely lift my arm. [Laughter] What
a great, great honor it was to be here with
Roger and the leadership of Habitat for this
part of the State and all the volunteers, peo-
ple who work hard, sweat hard, and end up
the day with a beautiful smile on your face.

I really wish I could spend more time
building. It is one of these moments of life
where you realize there is something greater
than yourself in life, and that you get the
joy of helping somebody help themselves.

Johana, thank you and your family for al-
lowing for this invasion of your privacy. But
it is important for America to see the fact
that, one, you’ll own a home, and two, that
you’re willing to work for it. And as impor-
tantly, there are hundreds of other Ameri-
cans who are willing to stand side by side

with you so that you can enjoy one of the
great benefits of America—owning your own
property, having a piece of the future of
America—so that your future and the future
of your ninos is very hopeful. And that’s what
America is about. This is the land of hope
and promise and opportunity. And as impor-
tantly, it is a land of compassionate people.

I like to tell people that I wish I knew
the law that I could sign that would make
people love one another. That’s not the Gov-
ernment; that comes from something much
greater than people, as you all know. This
is a land of faith and compassion. It is a land
of thousands and hundreds of people who
ask the question when they wake up, what
can I do to love my neighbor? That is not
a Government function. That doesn’t happen
because of Government, and you and I know
that. And that’s why it is so important for
our Nation to recognize the promise and
power of faith in America. And that’s why
our Government should not fear working
side by side with faith-based organizations.
Quite the opposite: We ought to fund faith-
based organizations so that they can do their
duty and love and compassion.

Oh, there are some in our society who are
skeptical about funding faith. I hear it all the
time in the Halls of Congress, ‘‘We can’t fund
faith-based organizations.’’ If that’s the case,
are they willing to eliminate the line item
for programs such as Habitat for Humanity
in the budget? I say they shouldn’t. As a mat-
ter of fact, I’m submitting a budget next year
that triples the amount of money available
for programs such as Habitat for Humanity.
Should we eliminate college scholarships
where a child can go to a faith-based univer-
sity? Should we say Medicaid or Medicare
recipients can’t take their Federal money to
a religious hospital?

To the skeptics of faith in our society, I
say, come to Habitat Humanity building
sites—listen to the opening prayer, so elo-
quently delivered today by a fellow Meth-
odist—listen to the words that are said, that
inspire people to take an extra step to help
a neighbor in need.

No, those who worry about faith in our
society and Government’s willingness to
stand side by side with faith, don’t under-
stand the power of faith and the promise of
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faith and the hope of faith. And if this Nation
expects to fulfill its promise, we ought to wel-
come faith-based and community-based pro-
grams all throughout America, encourage
them to flourish, ask others to come and join,
call upon mentors who are willing to put their
arm around a child in need, welcome faith-
based programs into our prisons, who under-
stand that when you change a heart, you
change a man or a woman’s life.

No, this is a fabulous Nation because of
our people and the compassion buried in the
hearts and souls of the American people. And
it’s such a huge honor to come to a site of
love and a site of compassion and a site of
care, to work side by side with fellow Ameri-
cans on kind of a hot day—[laughter]—with
one thing in mind, to help Johana and, there-
fore, help our society and help America con-
tinue to be the greatest country on the face
of the Earth.

I’m so honored to be here, thankful for
the chance to work. And thank you all so
very much for what you do.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at a build-
ing site. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gov.
Frank Brogan of Florida; Millard Fuller, founder
and president, Habitat for Humanity; Doris
Meyer, house leader volunteer, and Roger Girson,
chairman of the board, Hillsborough County
Habitat for Humanity; and Johana Rodriguez,
whose home the President helped build.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Senate Education Working Group
and an Exchange With Reporters
June 5, 2001

The President. Listen, thank you all for
coming. It is good to see Members of the
Senate coming back from the Memorial Day
break. We’re here to discuss the education
bill that has been passed by the House of
Representatives that will be debated soon,
I believe. We hope soon—this afternoon on
the floor of the United States Senate. And
I, of course, am anxious to talk to the chair-
man of the Education Committee, Senator
Kennedy, about getting the bill done.

There’s been a lot of discussion about the
bill, a lot of agreements that have been made.

There’s been a lot of hard work from a lot
of people around this table, and my hope is,
is that we don’t try to add to or subtract from
the bill after our agreements have been
made.

I look forward to hearing from the Mem-
bers about how best to get this bill complete.
I think we have an opportunity—I know we
have an opportunity to show the American
people that although the structure of the
Senate may have been altered somewhat, we
still can get things done in a way that’s posi-
tive for America. So, welcome the Members
here.

Secondly, I am deeply concerned, as are
Members of the Senate around this table,
about the situation in the U.S. steel industry.
And we’re concerned about unfair trade
practices that may be affecting the economics
of the steel industry and, therefore, call upon
the International Trade Commission under
Section 201 to have a full investigation of the
industry, the imports coming into the United
States, and make sure that our industry is
not being affected by unfair trade practices.

I’ll be glad to answer a few questions, and
then we look forward to a discussion.

Bipartisanship
Q. Mr. President, Senator Kennedy is the

chairman of this committee because Senator
Jeffords is leaving the party, saying that he
could no longer—because of the conservative
bent of the party, he could no longer work
as well with you and other leaders of——

The President. Why do you have to make
the guy feel bad in front of the TV cameras?

Q. Because I get paid good money for it,
sir. [Laughter] Let’s not get into your tax cut
proposal now.

What does that say about your ability to
oversee a party that’s supposedly supposed
to have a broad tent and, specifically, your
ability to govern as you promised, as a bipar-
tisan leader?

The President. Well, that’s what this
meeting is all about. And there’s going to be
an opportunity for us to work on a variety
of issues. We did so on the tax relief package.
That package got a pretty good Democratic
vote out of the Senate and a good Demo-
cratic vote out of the House. We’ll do so on
the education plan.
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There’s a Patients’ Bill of Rights that’s
working its way through the Senate. I’m con-
fident we’ll have a series of discussions on
that. As a matter of fact, there’s an author
of one of the bills here, and there’s two au-
thors of a secondary bill—a second bill here.
And as you know, we’ve been working with
Senator Frist and Senator Jeffords on that
alternative to try to make it conform to some
principles that I discussed.

There’s going to be a lot of give and take
on key issues. And I think when people see
the fine print of the education bill, they’ll
find there’s been a lot of give and take in
order to get a good bill out that improves
public education. So I’m confident we’ll be
able to work together.

Multilateral Initiative on Steel
Q. And the steel ruling, is this going to

anger European allies going into the summit?
The President. Ron [Ron Fournier, Asso-

ciated Press], I certainly hope it doesn’t
anger European allies. As you know, I’ve told
the world that we are going to have an active
international—internationalist foreign policy,
with U.S. interests at its heart. And it’s in
our Nation’s interests to make sure that if
there are unfair trade practices in the steel
industry, that we address them in an aggres-
sive way, which this administration will do.

Yes, Jim [Jim Angle, Fox News]. Nice see-
ing your brother the other day.

Q. Yes, sir. He was happy to see you.
The President. He speaks highly of you.

[Laughter]

Education Legislation
Q. Sir, do you have any fears that the

changeover in the Senate will threaten the
education reform? Is that the reason for call-
ing this meeting?

The President. The reason for calling this
meeting is because I wanted to touch base
with the people that are making the bill
move, to let them know how much I appre-
ciate the hard work that has gone into the
bill, ask what we can do to help make it move
as quickly as possible so that we can sign a
bill in time for public districts around the
United States to plan for next fall.

And one reason why the Secretary of Edu-
cation is here is, he is going to be in charge

of implementing the new bill. And that’s why
they’re here.

Q. You have more than 100 amendments
still to be dealt with, sir. Is that something
you would like to ask the Members here to
streamline? Is there some way to make the
process move a little faster?

The President. That’s going to be up to
the chairman, and I am sure he will have
a few good ideas. He has been around here
a lot longer than I have, and he’ll have good
ideas to move the bill as quickly as possible.

My only request is that we adhere to the
spirit of our negotiations as best as possible.
I know the Senator is a man of his word.
Our administration is, as well. I am confident
we can get something done in a positive way.

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Mr. President, what are you expecting

to accomplish by sending CIA Director
Tenet to the Middle East, and what do you
feel about the recent events out there?

The President. Well, we believe strongly
we need to stop the cycle of violence before
anything can happen. And I have been on
the phone, and the Secretary of State has
been on the phone, urging all parties in-
volved to adhere to the cease-fire. We be-
lieve enough progress has been made on the
cease-fire that it is time to send George
Tenet to the Middle East to start serious dis-
cussions at the security level about how to
make sure the cease-fire continues.

And we are very hopeful that this will—
this step will continue to—will be a part of
building confidence in the region, confidence
between skeptical leaders. And George is
going to be on a very important mission, and
we are all hopeful in the United States that
the mission begins to achieve the objective.

Once the violence has ceased, once there
is a cease-fire in place, once there are strong
security arrangements back in place, then we
can start having political discussions.

Q. Former——
The President. The Mitchell report was

a very good report, and I called former Sen-
ator Mitchell to thank him for his contribu-
tions. Our Government and our Nation sup-
ports the Mitchell report. The Mitchell re-
port clearly says: Step one is to stop the vio-
lence. And that is where our efforts are from

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:03 Jun 13, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD11JN01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



853Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / June 6

our Government. We are doing everything
we can to make it clear to all parties that
we will work as hard as we can to stop the
violence.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former Senator George J.
Mitchell, chairman, Sharm al-Sheikh Fact Finding
Committee. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on a Multilateral
Initiative on Steel
June 5, 2001

This administration is committed to free
trade as an engine of growth. As part of our
free trade agenda, we are committed to en-
suring that American industry and American
workers can compete on a level playing field.
That is why, today, I am announcing my in-
tent to launch an initiative to respond to the
challenges facing the U.S. steel industry. This
initiative will be designed to restore market
forces to world steel markets and eliminate
the practices that harm our steel industry and
its workers.

The U.S. steel industry has been affected
by a 50-year legacy of foreign government
intervention in the market and direct finan-
cial support of their steel industries. The re-
sult has been significant excess capacity, inef-
ficient production, and a glut of steel on
world markets.

My decision to pursue this initiative comes
after extensive consultations by members of
the Cabinet with our industry, our steel-
workers, and interested Members of Con-
gress. We have discussed the challenges fac-
ing U.S. steel manufacturers, and we under-
stand that we have a critical stake in a healthy
U.S. steel industry.

Thus, I intend to take the following steps.
First, I am directing the United States Trade
Representative, in cooperation with the Sec-
retary of Commerce and Secretary of the
Treasury, to initiate negotiations with our
trading partners seeking the near-term elimi-
nation of inefficient excess capacity in the
steel industry worldwide, in a manner con-
sistent with applicable U.S. laws.

Second, I am directing the U.S. Trade
Representative, together with the Secretaries
of Commerce and the Treasury, to initiate
negotiations on the rules that will govern
steel trade in the future and eliminate the
underlying market-distorting subsidies that
led to the current conditions in the first
place. Absent strict disciplines barring gov-
ernment support, direct or indirect, for inef-
ficient steel-making capacity, the problems
confronting the U.S. steel industry—and the
steel industry worldwide—will only recur.

We see these negotiations—and the goal
of restoring market forces—as being in our
interest and in the interest of our trading
partners and their steel industries. That is
why we would like to work cooperatively with
our trading partners in pursuing this initia-
tive.

Third, I am directing the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative to request the initiation of an in-
vestigation of injury to the United States in-
dustry by the International Trade Commis-
sion under section 201 of the Trade Act of
1974. This action is consistent with our WTO
obligations.

This three-part strategy, coupled with fur-
ther restructuring of the U.S. industry,
should help the industry meet the challenges
it faces. I look forward to working together
with the industry, the steelworkers, Con-
gress, and our international trading partners
in support of this important initiative.

Memorandum on Determination
Under the Interstate Commerce
Commission Termination Act of 1995
June 5, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Transportation
Subject: Determination Under the Interstate
Commerce Commission Termination Act of
1995

Section 6 of the Bus Regulatory Reform
Act of 1982 imposed a moratorium on the
issuance of certificates or permits to motor
carriers domiciled in, or owned or controlled
by, persons of a contiguous foreign country,
and authorized the President to modify the
moratorium. The Interstate Commerce
Commission Termination Act of 1995
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(ICCTA) maintained these restrictions, sub-
ject to modifications made prior to the enact-
ment of the ICCTA, and authorized the
President to make further modifications to
the moratorium. The relevant provisions of
the ICCTA are codified at 49 U.S.C. 13902.

The North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) established a schedule for
liberalizing certain restrictions on investment
in truck and bus services. Pursuant to 49
U.S.C. 13902(c)(3), I have determined that
the following modifications to the morato-
rium are consistent with obligations of the
United States under NAFTA and with U.S.
transportation policy, and that the morato-
rium shall be modified accordingly. First, en-
terprises domiciled in the United States that
are owned or controlled by persons of Mex-
ico will be allowed to obtain operating au-
thority to provide truck services for the trans-
portation of international cargo between
points in the United States. Second, enter-
prises domiciled in the United States that are
owned or controlled by persons of Mexico
will be allowed to obtain operating authority
to provide bus services between points in the
United States. These modifications shall be
effective today.

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 13902(c)(5), I have
determined that expeditious action is re-
quired to implement these modifications to
the moratorium. Effective today, the Depart-
ment of Transportation will accept and expe-
ditiously process applications, submitted by
enterprises domiciled in the United States
that are owned or controlled by persons of
Mexico, to obtain operating authority to pro-
vide truck services for the transportation of
international cargo between points in the
United States or to provide bus services be-
tween points in the United States.

Motor carriers domiciled in the United
States that are owned or controlled by per-
sons of Mexico will be subject to the same
Federal and State regulations and proce-
dures that apply to all other U.S. carriers.
These include safety regulations, such as
drug and alcohol testing; insurance require-
ments; taxes and fees; and all other applica-
ble laws and regulations, including those ad-
ministered by the U.S. Customs Service, the
Immigration and Naturalization Service, and
the Department of Labor.

This memorandum shall be published in
the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:27 p.m., June 6, 2001]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 6, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 7.

Remarks at the Dedication of the
National D-Day Memorial in
Bedford, Virginia
June 6, 2001

Thank you all very much. At ease, and be
seated. Thank you for that warm welcome.

Governor Gilmore, thank you so very
much for your friendship and your leadership
here in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Lieu-
tenant Governor Hager and Attorney Gen-
eral Earley, thank you, as well, for your hos-
pitality.

I’m honored to be traveling today with
Secretary Principi, Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment. I’m honored to be traveling today with
two fantastic United States Senators from the
Commonwealth of Virginia: Senator Warner
and Senator Allen. Congressman Goode and
Goodlatte are here, as well. Thank you for
your presence. The Ambassador from
France—it’s a pleasure to see him, and thank
you for your kind words. Delegate Putney,
Chaplain Sessions, Bob Slaughter, Richard
Burrow, distinguished guests, and my fellow
Americans. I’m honored to be here today to
dedicate this memorial. And this is a proud
day for the people of Virginia and for the
people of the United States. I’m honored to
share it with you, on behalf of millions of
Americans.

We have many World War II and D-day
veterans with us today, and we’re honored
by your presence. We appreciate your exam-
ple, and thank you for coming. And let it
be recorded, we’re joined by one of the most
distinguished of them all, a man who arrived
at Normandy by glider with the 82d Airborne
Division, a man who serves America to this
very hour. Please welcome Maj. Gen. Strom
Thurmond. [Applause]
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You have raised a fitting memorial to D-
day, and you have put it in just the right
place, not on a battlefield of war but in a
small Virginia town, a place like so many oth-
ers that were home to the men and women
who help liberate a continent.

Our presence here, 57 years removed from
that event, gives testimony to how much was
gained and how much was lost—what was
gained that first day was a beach and then
a village and then a country. And, in time,
all of western Europe would be freed from
fascism and its armies.

The achievement of Operation Overlord is
nearly impossible to overstate, in its con-
sequences for our own lives and the life of
the world. Free societies in Europe can be
traced to the first footprints on the first beach
on June 6, 1944.

What was lost on D-day we can never
measure and never forget. When the day was
over, America and her Allies had lost at least
2,500 of the bravest men ever to wear a uni-
form. Many thousands more would die on
the days that followed. They scaled towering
cliffs, looking straight up into enemy fire.
They dropped into grassy fields sown with
landmines. They overran machine gun nests
hidden everywhere, punched through walls
of barbed wire, overtook bunkers of concrete
and steel. The great journalist Ernie Pyle
said, ‘‘It seemed to me a pure miracle that
we ever took the beach at all. The advantages
were all theirs, the disadvantages all ours.
And yet,’’ said Pyle, ‘‘we got on.’’

A father and his son both fell during Oper-
ation Overlord. So did 33 pairs of brothers,
including a boy having the same name as his
hometown, Bedford T. Hoback, and his
brother Raymond. Their sister Lucille, is
with us today. She has recalled that Raymond
was offered an early discharge for health rea-
sons, but he turned it down. ‘‘He didn’t want
to leave his brother,’’ she remembers. ‘‘He
had come over with him, and he was going
to stay with him.’’ Both were killed on D-
day. The only trace of Raymond Hoback was
his Bible, found in the sand. Their mother
asked that Bedford be laid to rest in France
with Raymond, so that her sons might always
be together.

Perhaps some of you knew Gordon White,
Sr. He died here just a few years ago, at the

age of 95, the last living parent of a soldier
who died on D-day. His boy Henry, loved
his days on the family farm and was especially
fond of a workhorse named Major. Family
members recall how Gordon just couldn’t let
go of Henry’s old horse, and he never did.
For 25 years after the war, Major was cher-
ished by Gordon White as a last link to his
son and a link to another life.

Upon this beautiful town fell the heaviest
share of American losses on D-day, 19 men
from a community of 3,200, 4 more after-
wards. When people come here, it is impor-
tant to see the town as the monument itself.
Here were the images these soldiers carried
with them and the thought of when they
were afraid. This is the place they left behind,
and here was the life they dreamed of return-
ing to. They did not yearn to be heroes. They
yearned for those long summer nights again
and harvest time and paydays. They wanted
to see Mom and Dad again and hold their
sweethearts or wives or, for one young man
who lived here, to see that baby girl born
while he was away.

Bedford has a special place in our history.
But there were neighborhoods like these all
over America, from the smallest villages to
the greatest cities. And somehow they all pro-
duced a generation of young men and
women who, on a date certain, gathered and
advanced as one and changed the course of
history. Whatever it is about America that
has given us such citizens, it is the greatest
quality we have, and may it never leave us.

In some ways, modern society is very dif-
ferent from the Nation that the men and
women of D-day knew, and it is sometimes
fashionable to take a cynical view of the
world. But when the calendar reads the 6th
of June, such opinions are better left
unspoken. No one who has heard and read
about the events of D-day could possibly re-
main a cynic. Army Private Andy Rooney was
there to survey the aftermath. A lifetime later
he would write, ‘‘If you think the world is
selfish and rotten, go to the cemetery at
Colleville overlooking Omaha Beach. See
what one group of men did for another on
D-day, June 6, 1944.’’

Fifty-three hundred ships and landing
craft, 1,500 tanks, 12,000 airplanes, but in
the end, it came down to this: Scared and
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brave kids by the thousands who kept fight-
ing and kept climbing and carried out
General Eisenhower’s order of the day—
nothing short of complete victory.

For us, nearly six decades later, the order
of the day is gratitude. Today we give thanks
for all that was gained on the beaches of Nor-
mandy. We remember what was lost with re-
spect, admiration, and love.

The great enemies of that era have van-
ished. And it is one of history’s remarkable
turns that so many young men from the new
world would cross the sea to help liberate
the old. Beyond the peaceful beaches and
quiet cemeteries lies a Europe whole and
free, a continent of democratic governments
and people more free and hopeful than ever
before. This freedom and these hopes are
what the heroes of D-day fought and died
for. And these, in the end, are the greatest
monuments of all to the sacrifices made that
day.

When I go to Europe next week, I will
reaffirm the ties that bind our nations in a
common destiny. These are the ties of friend-
ship and hard experiences. They have seen
our nations through a World War and a cold
war. Our shared values and experiences must
guide us now in our continued partnership
and in leading the peaceful democratic revo-
lution that continues to this day.

We have learned that when there is con-
flict in Europe, America is affected and can-
not stand by. We have learned, as well, in
the years since the war that America gains
when Europe is united and peaceful.

Fifty-seven years ago today, America and
the nations of Europe formed a bond that
has never been broken. And all of us incurred
a debt that can never be repaid. Today, as
America dedicates our D-Day Memorial, we
pray that our country will always be worthy
of the courage that delivered us from evil
and saved the free world.

God bless America. And God bless the
World War II generation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at the
memorial. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
James S. Gilmore III, Lt. Gov. John Hager, and

former Attorney General Mark L. Earley of Vir-
ginia; Francois Bujon de l’Estang, French Ambas-
sador to the United States; Lacey E. Putney, dele-
gate, Virginia House of Delegates; Col. David C.
Sessions, USAF, chaplain, 20th Fighter Wing;
John Robert Slaughter, chairman, board of direc-
tors, and Richard B. Burrow, president, National
D-Day Memorial Foundation; and journalist Andy
Rooney.

Executive Order 13216—
Amendment to Executive Order
13125, Increasing Participation of
Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders in Federal Programs
June 6, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America and in order to
change the title of Executive Order 13125
of June 7, 1999, and to extend by 2 years
the President’s Advisory Commission on
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders that
was created by Executive Order 13125, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The title of Executive Order
13125 is deleted and the following title is in-
serted in lieu thereof: ‘‘Increasing Oppor-
tunity and Improving Quality of Life of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders.’’

Sec. 2. Section 9 of Executive Order
13125 is amended by deleting ‘‘2 years after
the date of this Executive order unless the
Commission is renewed by the President
prior to the end of that 2-year period’’ and
inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘on June 7, 2003,
unless renewed by the President prior to that
date.’’

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 6, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:54 a.m., June 8, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on June 11.
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Proclamation 7447—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 2001
June 6, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On June 14, 2001, Americans will observe

the 224th birthday of the flag of the United
States of America. This special day provides
a time for our Nation to reflect on our flag’s
rich history and its meaning to Americans
and people around the world.

The Continental Congress adopted the
Stars and Stripes as the official flag of our
young republic on June 14, 1777. Describing
the new flag, the Congress wrote, ‘‘White sig-
nifies Purity and Innocence; Red, Hardiness
and Valor; Blue signifies Vigilance, Persever-
ance and Justice.’’ Over time, the flag’s de-
sign evolved to keep pace with our Nation’s
development and growth, but its meaning as
a symbol of democracy and freedom has re-
mained constant.

Flag Day was first celebrated throughout
the country in 1877 to mark the centennial
of the birth of our national symbol. As so
often happens in our communities, a caring
teacher encouraging students to develop a
love for learning sparked renewed interest
in the flag. Wisconsin schoolteacher B.J.
Cigrand arranged for his pupils in 1885 to
observe the 108th anniversary of the flag’s
official adoption.

In magazine and newspaper articles and
public addresses in the following years,
Cigrand promoted an official national cele-
bration of June 14 as ‘‘Flag Birthday’’ or
‘‘Flag Day.’’ Groups in Pennsylvania, New
York, and Illinois took up the cause. After
three decades of State and local celebrations,
President Woodrow Wilson officially estab-
lished Flag Day by proclamation in 1916.

During the darkest hours of World War
II, Americans looked to the purity, hardiness,
valor, vigilance, perseverance, and justice
represented by the flag as ideals worthy of
the ultimate sacrifice in order to defeat tyr-
anny. In celebration of the flag’s powerful
meaning to Americans and its place in our
culture and history, Flag Day became a na-
tional observance by Act of Congress in 1949

and was signed into law by President Harry
Truman.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated
June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and re-
quested the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling for a national observ-
ance and for the display of the flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings. In a second joint resolution ap-
proved June 9, 1966 (80 Stat. 194), the Con-
gress requested the President to also issue
annually a proclamation designating the week
during which June 14 falls as ‘‘National Flag
Week’’ and called upon all citizens of the
United States to display the flag during that
week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2001,
as Flag Day and the week beginning June
10, 2001, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings during the week. I also call upon
the people of the United States to observe
with pride and all due ceremony those days
from Flag Day through Independence Day,
also set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211),
as a time to honor America, to celebrate our
heritage in public gatherings and activities,
and to recite publicly the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 8, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 7, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 11.
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Remarks on Signing the Economic
Growth and Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2001

June 7, 2001

Thank you. Sit down. Behave yourself.
You’re at the White House. [Laughter]

Laura, thank you very much for being here
on this historic moment. Mr. Vice President,
Secretary O’Neill, Director Daniels, Sec-
retary Evans and Chao are here, as well. Sec-
retary Abraham, Administrator Christine
Todd Whitman, Members of the United
States Senate, Members of the House of
Representatives, fellow Americans, welcome.

Some months ago, in my speech to the
joint session of Congress, I had the honor
of introducing Steven Ramos to the Nation.
Steven is the network administrator for a
school district. His wife, Josefina, teaches at
a charter school. They have a little girl named
Lianna. And they’re trying to save for
Lianna’s college education.

High taxes made saving difficult. Last year
they paid nearly $8,000 in Federal income
taxes. Well, today we’re beginning to make
life for the Ramos’ a lot easier. Today we
start to return some of the Ramos’ money
and not only their money but the money of
everybody who paid taxes in the United
States of America.

Across the board tax relief does not hap-
pen often in Washington, DC. In fact, since
World War II, it has happened only twice:
President Kennedy’s tax cut in the sixties and
President Reagan’s tax cuts in the 1980s. And
now it’s happening for the third time, and
it’s about time.

A year ago tax relief was said to be a polit-
ical impossibility. Six months ago it was sup-
posed to be a political liability. Today it be-
comes reality. It becomes reality because of
the bipartisan leadership of the Members of
the United States Congress: Members like
Bill Thomas of California, Ralph Hall of
Texas, Charles Grassley of Iowa, Max Baucus
of Montana, Zell Miller of Georgia, John
Breaux of Louisiana, Trent Lott of Mis-
sissippi, and the entire leadership team in the
Senate and Denny Hastert of Illinois and the
leadership team in the House of Representa-
tives; some Democrats, many Republicans,

who worked tirelessly and effectively to
produce this important result.

I also want to pay tribute to the members
of my administration who worked with Con-
gress to bring about this day: Vice President
Cheney, Secretary O’Neill, Director Daniels,
and the team inside the White House of
Andy Card and Larry Lindsey, Nick Calio
and their staffs.

With us today are 15 of the many families
I met as I toured our country making the
case for tax relief—hard-working Americans.
I was able to talk about their stories and their
struggles and their hopes, which made the
case for tax relief much stronger than my
words could possible convey. And I want to
thank you all for coming.

And here at the White House today are
representatives of millions of Americans, in-
cluding labor union members, small-business
owners, and family farmers. Your persistence
and determination helped bring us to this
day. The American people should be proud
of your efforts on their behalf, and I person-
ally thank you all for coming.

Tax relief is a great achievement for the
American people. Tax relief is the first
achievement produced by the new tone in
Washington, and it was produced in record
time. Tax relief is an achievement for families
struggling to enter the middle class. For
hard-working lower income families, we have
cut the bottom rate of Federal income tax
from 15 percent to 10 percent. We doubled
the per-child tax credit to $1,000 and made
it refundable. Tax relief is compassionate,
and it is now on the way.

Tax relief is an achievement for middle
class families squeezed by high energy prices
and credit card debt. Most families can look
forward to a $600 tax rebate before they have
to pay the September back-to-school bills.
And in the years ahead, taxpayers can look
forward to steadily declining income tax
rates.

Tax relief is an achievement for families
that want the Government tax policy to be
fair and not penalize them for making good
choices, good choices such as marriage and
raising a family. So we cut the marriage pen-
alty.

Tax relief makes the code more fair for
small businesses and farmers and individuals
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by eliminating the death tax. Over the long
haul, tax relief will encourage work and inno-
vation. It will allow American workers to save
more on their pension plan or individual re-
tirement accounts. Tax relief expands indi-
vidual freedom. The money we return, or
don’t take in the first place, can be saved
for a child’s education, spent on family needs,
invested in a home or in a business or a mu-
tual fund or used to reduce personal debt.

The message we send today: It’s up to the
American people; it’s the American people’s
choice. We recognize, loud and clear, the
surplus is not the Government’s money. The
surplus is the people’s money, and we ought
to trust them with their own money.

This tax relief plan is principled. We cut
taxes for every income tax payer. We target
nobody in; we target nobody out. And tax
relief is now on the way.

Today is a great day for America. It is the
first major achievement of a new era, an era
of steady cooperation. And more achieve-
ments are ahead. I thank the Members of
Congress in both parties who made today
possible. Together, we will lead our country
to new progress and new possibilities.

It is now my honor to sign the first broad
tax relief in a generation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. H.R. 1836, ap-
proved June 7, was assigned Public Law No. 107–
16.

Remarks to the Fourth National
Summit on Fatherhood
June 7, 2001

Thank you all very much for that warm
welcome. It’s an honor to be introduced by
Tommy Thompson, who not only was an out-
standing Governor but, I can assure you, is
going to be an outstanding Secretary of
Health and Human Services. He is bright,
capable, smart, and does everything the
President tells him. [Laughter] He’s my
buddy. But thank you, Tommy, very much.

I am so honored Members of the United
States Congress are here. I appreciate you
all being here, Senator Carper, Senator Bayh,
Congressman J.C. Watts. If there are other
Members of the Congress here, thank you

all for coming, as well. Roland Warren, it’s
good to meet you, sir. I appreciate your focus
and effort. I’ve got something to say about
the other two characters up here in a minute.
[Laughter]

For 7 years, the National Fatherhood Ini-
tiative has been a powerful voice for respon-
sible fatherhood. And for those of you in-
volved, on behalf of our Nation, I say thanks
from the bottom of our collective hearts. You
have generated grassroots support and im-
portant national awareness. You’ve encour-
aged public officials like me to think and act
on this incredibly important issue.

I worked with many of you on the Texas
Fatherhood Initiative. We created a state-
wide public awareness campaign, mobilized
community and corporate leadership, estab-
lished a Texas Fatherhood Resource Center,
and lent support to grassroots organizations
all across our great State.

Promoting fatherhood was a commitment
I made as Governor; it’s a commitment I
make as President; and it’s a commitment
I have made every day since our little girls
were born in Dallas, Texas.

Two people who have been a central part
of the National Fatherhood Initiative are now
a valuable part of my administration, the
Deputy Director of the Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives, Don Eberly, and
the Acting Assistant Secretary of Health and
Human Services—and, we hope, a man con-
firmed soon—Wade Horn. [Applause] I was
pleased to see Senator Carper leading the
applause. [Laughter] Thank you, guys, for
your service, and thank you for your willing-
ness to work on behalf of the American peo-
ple.

The intellectual roots of the fatherhood
movement reach back to one exceptional
public servant who spoke about the impor-
tance of fathers earlier, more often, and more
eloquently than any other public figure,
former United States Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan of New York. Now, the fatherhood
movement counts amongst its supporters a
variety of public officials: Republicans Tom
Ridge and Secretary of State Colin Powell;
great Democrats, like Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman.

Most States now have initiatives that pro-
mote responsible fatherhood, and more than
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50 mayors are involved in the National Fa-
therhood Initiative’s bipartisan Mayors’ Task
Force on Fatherhood Promotion. The father-
hood movement is diverse, but it is united
by one belief: Fathers have a unique and irre-
placeable role in the lives of children.

For our children and for our Nation, noth-
ing is more important than this initiative.
Nearly every man who has a child wants to
be a good father; I truly believe that. It’s a
natural longing of the human heart to care
for and cherish your child, but this longing
must find concrete expression.

Raising a child requires sacrifice, effort,
time, and presence. And there is a wide gap
between our best intentions and the reality
of today’s society. More than one-third of
American children are living apart from their
biological fathers. Of these, five out of six
do not see their fathers more than once a
week. And 40 percent of the children who
live in fatherless households have not seen
their fathers in at least a year.

Some fathers are forced away by cir-
cumstances beyond their control, but many
times when a couple with children splits up,
the father moves away or simply drifts away.

We know that children who grow up with
absent fathers can suffer lasting damage.
They are more likely to end up in poverty
or drop out of school, become addicted to
drugs, have a child out of wedlock, or end
up in prison. Fatherlessness is not the only
cause of these things, but our Nation must
recognize it is an important factor.

There is a familiar litany that behind every
statistic is a child, and a compassionate soci-
ety can never forget the large place a father
occupies in that child’s life. Children look to
their fathers to provide, even imperfectly,
and nurture protection, provide discipline
and care, guidance, and most importantly,
unconditional love. Fathers are the object of
a young child’s admiration. They provide
their sons and daughters with an example of
what it means to be a good man. And many
of us believe a father’s love, like a mother’s
love, even imperfectly, mirrors divine love.

The absence of a father can shatter a
child’s world. One 14-year-old girl put it this
way: ‘‘My father left me when I learned to
say ‘daddy.’ Even though my father is not
around, in my heart he’s always there. Every

birthday, every Christmas, I cross my fingers
in hopes that my father will come home.
Does my wish come true? No. But I never
quit looking and hoping.’’

When children quit looking and stop hop-
ing, something terrible happened to them
and to us. Over the past four decades,
fatherlessness has emerged as one of our
greatest social problems. Yet, during this pe-
riod, we’ve also made some important social
progress. Today, marriages is often a more
equal partnership. Many fathers are more
emotionally involved in the lives of their chil-
dren. And our society now recognizes domes-
tic violence for the violent crime it is. These
trends are welcome and noble and overdue.

Many families with one parent do well.
Single mothers do amazing work in difficult
circumstances, succeeding at a job far harder
than most of us can possibly imagine. They
deserve our respect, and they deserve our
support. And millions of children have
strong, loving relationships with their non-
resident dads. But on the whole, we must
never forget children need their dads, and
when they’re absent, something is lost.

Fatherlessness has public consequences;
so public officials have a role to play. My
budget, for example, provides $64 million in
2002 and $315 million over 5 years for pro-
grams designed to strengthen fatherhood.
We have proposed increased funding for pro-
moting safe and stable families program and
are taking steps to help make adoption more
affordable.

And we have tried to set an example by
creating an atmosphere favorable to families
in the White House, in the workplace, as
should all of us who have responsibility for
employees. Democratic Senator Evan Bayh
has taken the lead on fatherhood legislation
in the last Congress, and will do so again this
year. And he deserves our gratitude.

I look forward to working with him and
Senator Domenici, as well as other key sup-
porters of fatherhood legislation, like Nancy
Johnson, to secure passage this year of a bill
that provides financial support to community
based fatherhood programs all across the
country.

I’m asking my Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives to develop resource
materials to guide urban congregations and
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other community groups in finding role mod-
els for young men who have been raised
without fathers. And we will be working with
the Office of National Drug Control Policy
to enlist dads in our national campaign
against drug use.

We have a responsibility to help children
who have been born into harsh cir-
cumstances and fractured families. As a soci-
ety, we must work to promote mentors—
committed, caring adults in the lives of chil-
dren. I always like to say, I wish I knew the
law that I could sign that would cause people
to love one another. I’m confident these Sen-
ators, and I know this Member of the House,
would sponsor it. I can assure you the Presi-
dent would sign it.

But governments can’t cause people to
love one another. Love comes from the
hearts and souls of citizens who want to help.
And we must gather up the great compassion
of our society, to encourage loving citizens
to put their arm around a child who may not
have a dad and say, ‘‘Somebody in this coun-
try loves you, and somebody cares for you.’’

There’s no substitute for a dad. I recognize
that. But there’s sure a lot of hope when a
child has a mentor. Just look at the record
of Big Brothers and Big Sisters in America.
They’ve had an incredible positive effect on
the lives of children. Children who meet with
a Big Brother and Big Sister regularly for
a year are 46 percent less likely than their
peers to start using illegal drugs and 32 per-
cent less likely to assault somebody. They are
less likely to skip school, and more likely to
realize a dream.

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of America
is an amazing story. And I want you all to
hear this. There are estimates that more than
14 million children in this country could ben-
efit from having a mentor. To begin address-
ing the need, my budget proposes a $67 mil-
lion initiative to mentor children whose par-
ents are incarcerated. Our law should en-
courage responsible fatherhood; when chil-
dren are abandoned, our society should en-
courage mentoring.

But ultimately, fatherhood is a deeply per-
sonal calling. Our own children are given to
our care, and they depend on our love. Every
parent knows that raising a child is among
the most affirming experiences a human

being will ever know. So many of my genera-
tion had the same—had this experience.
When we held our children for the first time,
we really found ourselves. We found a world
of duty and love that changed our lives. And
since that day—since that day, ‘‘dad’’ has
been the most important title I have ever
had. [Applause] Thank you very much.
Thank you.

Children need a father’s love and atten-
tion. And they also need a loving family. To
paraphrase my friend Josh McDowell, a
child’s greatest source of security today is not
only knowing my mom loves me and my dad
loves me, but also that mom and dad love
each other.

If we are serious about renewing father-
hood, we must be serious about renewing
marriage. Ultimately, this, too, is a deeply
personal calling. Renewing marriage depends
on renewing the inward things of the heart,
mutual respect and cooperation, support and
affirmation, love and devotion.

Healthy marriages are not always possible.
But we must remember, they are incredibly
important for children. Our hearts know this,
and our Nation must recognize this. ‘‘What
greater thing is there for two human souls,’’
George Eliot wrote, ‘‘than to feel that they
are joined for life to strengthen each other
in all labor, to rest on each other in all sor-
row, to be one with each other in silent, un-
speakable memories at the moment of the
last parting.’’

None of us is perfect. And so no marriage
and no family is perfect. After all, we all are
human. Yet, we need fathers and families
precisely because we are human. We all live,
it is said, in the shelter of one another. And
our urgent hope is that one of the oldest
hopes of humanity is this, to turn the hearts
of children toward their parents and the
hearts of parents toward their young. This
is the hope of the Fatherhood Initiative. And
because of your hard work, America will be
a better place.

God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the
Ticonderoga Room at the Hyatt Regency Wash-
ington on Capitol Hill. In his remarks, he referred
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to Gov. Tom Ridge of Pennsylvania; Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Faith-Based and Commu-
nity Initiatives Don Eberly, chairman and found-
er, Acting Assistant Secretary of Health and
Human Services Wade F. Horn, president, and
Roland Warren, executive vice president, National
Fatherhood Initiative; Josh McDowell, founder,
Josh McDowell Ministries; and former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore.

Remarks Honoring the 2001 Super
Bowl Champion Baltimore Ravens
June 7, 2001

Thank you. Please be seated. It seems like
we drew quite a crowd here today. It’s been
a big day here at the White House. I got
to sign the most significant tax relief in a gen-
eration, recycling a few tax families here.
[Laughter] Then, of course, I get the high
honor of welcoming the Super Bowl champs,
the Baltimore Ravens.

First, I do want to thank the Members of
the United States Congress from the State
of Maryland who are here. It seems like they
have got a particular interest in this event.
Thank you all for coming. Cardinal, thank
you for being here, as well. With you on the
side of the Ravens, I can now understand
why teams like the Cowboys didn’t do very
well.

Art, welcome, and congratulations. Some
of you may know, or don’t know, I used to
be an owner in the professional leagues. It
happened to be in baseball. I never had the
thrill of receiving a trophy like you and your
family have done. It’s a great tribute to good
ownership, to win a trophy such as this. And
I congratulate you for being here. And I con-
gratulate you for putting together a fine orga-
nization. Big Ozzie, congratulations, sir. I’m
your age. [Laughter] You look younger.
[Laughter]

I also want to congratulate the coach.
Brian, it’s good to see you again. I think the
players know this, that you can’t win a cham-
pionship without a good coach, without a
good leader. And it’s pretty hard to inspire
a group of strong-headed, great athletes—
[laughter]—but you did. I congratulate you.

I want to congratulate all the players who
are here. And I want to congratulate your
families, too. It’s sometimes not easy to be

the wife of a football player or a baseball
player. There’s a lot of time away from the
home. And while the players, of course, de-
serve the great credit for winning on the
field, the wives deserve a lot of credit, too,
by standing behind the players. So congratu-
late to the family members.

This is a team that is blessed by five na-
tive—having five native Texans on the team.
[Laughter] Very wise of you. [Laughter] So
to my fellow Texans, welcome to the White
House, it’s good to see you. [Laughter]

A couple of points I want to make. First,
I realize it’s been 30 years since the
Lombardi Trophy rested in Baltimore, Mary-
land. It’s clear by bringing it back home, Art,
that you have indelibly etched your team and
your style and the team’s culture in the hearts
of the people of Baltimore.

I also want to use this opportunity—as you
know, I’m going over to Europe, and one
of the discussions there in Europe will be
about defense—[laughter]—Senator
Sarbanes. [Laughter] I think our Allies need
to look at the Baltimore Ravens. [Laughter]
They’ll realize good defense wins. A good de-
fense is one which adjusts to the times. A
good defense is modern. A good defense is
clear. And if Secretary Rumsfeld gets tired
of his job, Secretary Marvin Lewis sounds
pretty good—[laughter]—Secretary of De-
fense. [Laughter]

At any rate, congratulations for winning.
I also want to congratulate Michael McCrary.
I do, because he recently received the NFL
Player’s Association highest honor of
humanitary achievement. That’s important.
It’s important to be a champ on the field,
and it’s important to be a champ off the field.
And Michael, I want to thank you for your
work with the Special Olympics.

I don’t know if any of you have ever had
a chance to go to see the Special Olympics,
but if you do, and somebody offers you a
chance to be a hugger—which means you’re
standing on the other side of the finish line
to hug somebody who comes running
across—do it. It touches your heart. And
Michael, thank you for that. And thank you
for setting a good example.
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Thank you all for coming to the White
House. Thanks for being champs. And on be-
half of the American people, I congratulate
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to His Eminence William Cardinal
Keeler, Archbishop of Baltimore; and owner Art
Modell, vice president of player personnel Ozzie
Newsome, head coach Brian Billick, defensive co-
ordinator Marvin Lewis, and defensive end Mi-
chael McCrary, Baltimore Ravens.

Proclamation 7448—Asiatic Fleet
Memorial Day
June 7, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
All of America’s service personnel and vet-

erans deserve our gratitude, and it is fitting
to pay tribute to the United States Asiatic
Fleet.

The United States Navy’s presence in the
Far East dates to 1822. The Asiatic Fleet was
formed in 1902, reestablished in 1910, and
continued to serve into 1942. Through years
of unrest and disturbance, the Fleet pro-
tected American lives and interests along the
China coast and the Yangtze River, bearing
responsibilities that were as much diplomatic
as Naval. The Fleet also assisted civilian areas
devastated by the forces of nature and by
internal warfare.

When the attack on Pearl Harbor thrust
the United States into World War II, the Asi-
atic Fleet played a key role in the defense
of the Philippines. Outnumbered and
outgunned at sea and in the air, the Fleet
was joined by ships of the British, Dutch,
and Australian navies to oppose the Japanese
advance through what is now Indonesia. The
Fleet’s destroyers hit the Japanese at
Balikpapan and Badung Strait, and the cruis-
er Marblehead fought her way through mas-
sive air attacks off Bali while submarines,
short of fuel and torpedoes, struck Japanese
supply lines.

The battle for the ‘‘Malay Barrier’’ reached
its climax in the Java Sea. In the opening

hours of March 1, 1942, the American cruiser
Houston and the Australian cruiser Perth,
outnumbered and outgunned by the Japa-
nese, fought to the last in the Sunda Strait.
They went down with their guns still firing
and were followed hours later by the British
cruiser Exeter. The remaining Allied ships
were then ordered to make their way to Aus-
tralia.

The Asiatic Fleet was no more, but its her-
itage of courage and selfless dedication
helped spur our Navy to victory in World
War II. Since then, the Seventh Fleet has
carried on the Asiatic Fleet’s duties, earning
honor in Korea and Vietnam and helping to
preserve peace and stability in East Asia. The
men and women of our Naval services who
saw the Cold War to a peaceful conclusion
and won victory in Operation Desert Storm
are worthy descendants of the sailors and
Marines who earned glory in the Java Sea.
As we pay tribute to the memory of the Asi-
atic Fleet, I call on all Americans to join me
in saluting its proud heritage of bravery and
honor.

The Congress, by Public Law 105–261, on
October 17, 1998, has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in commemoration of the United States Navy
Asiatic Fleet.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, March 1,
2002, as U.S. Navy Asiatic Fleet Memorial
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:54 a.m., June 8, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 11.
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Remarks at a Tax Relief Celebration
in Dallas Center, Iowa
June 8, 2001

Thank you all very much. It’s nice to be
back on the farm. [Laughter] I want to thank
the Barretts for their hospitality. I was here
before. I’m going to make mention of that
in a minute, but it’s great to be back here
again. Tom and Judy and their family rep-
resent what America is all about—family val-
ues, family love, hard work, tradition, history,
generations. So it’s an honor to be back here
and be able to talk a little bit about what’s
going on in the Nation’s Capital.

I am so honored to be traveling today with
members of the Iowa congressional delega-
tion, at least those who had the wisdom to
support tax relief for the hard-working peo-
ple of Iowa.

The Senator was really effective. I know
you were proud of him before this piece of
legislation passed. But if you had seen him
like I saw him, working hard on behalf of
people, you’d really be proud. This is a mon-
umental legislative achievement, because the
chairman from the great State of Iowa
worked diligently on behalf of the American
people. This happened because Chairman
Grassley made it happen, and I am so grate-
ful.

As you know, we Bushes are used to taking
orders from people named Barbara. [Laugh-
ter] That’s right, it is her birthday. I want
you to note, those in the press corps, I called
her first thing this morning and wished her
a happy birthday.

But Senator Grassley listens to someone
named Barbara, as well, and she is with us
today, Barbara Grassley. Thank you for com-
ing, Barbara.

Four Congressmen from Iowa stood fast
with the people of Iowa. Congressman
Ganske—some say he might be thinking
down the road. If he is, I hope everybody
gives him a serious look, because he was
steadfast when it came to worrying about the
working people in the State of Iowa and the
farmers in the State of Iowa.

And you’ve allowed others from the great
State of Iowa to come into the greater Des
Moines area: Latham, Leach, and Nussle.
Fine Congressmen, honest, decent Ameri-

cans. And by the way, Congressman Jim
Nussle was the head of the Budget Com-
mittee, who did a superb job, an unbelievably
good job of shepherding through a budget
that not only helps the Nation meet our pri-
orities but a budget that also included some
of the surplus going back to the people that
pay the bills. Congressman Nussle distin-
guished himself on behalf of all Americans
and, particularly, the people of the State of
Iowa. So I am so honored that the three—
four Congressmen are with us.

You may have heard that I’m on my way
from here to chunk out the first pitch at the
College World Series. As you know, it’s in
Nebraska. I see a man with a Nebraska—
there you go, yes—Nebraska hat on. Well,
we’ve got a Congressman from Nebraska, as
well, with us, Congressman Lee Terry. I ap-
preciate you coming, Lee, as well; thanks for
being here.

I haven’t decided whether or not I’m going
to go with the fastball or slider today. [Laugh-
ter] I just hope it’s not the same pitch I used
in Milwaukee to open the stadium, where
there was a nice little bounce to it before
it got to the plate. [Laughter] At any rate,
I’m so honored to be here. Kay, I appreciate
you being here. I remember well the speech
I gave to the Greater Des Moines Partner-
ship. And I want to thank all the Chamber
of Commerce members who are here.

I also want to recognize two former Gov-
ernors, friends of mine who were steadfast
in their support, Bob Ray and Terry
Branstad. Thank you both for coming. They
still remember you. And I know the Speaker
of the House is here, as well. Where’s Brent?
Brent, thanks for coming. It’s great to see
you, sir. Thank you.

The last time I was here, we were talking
about foreign policy, and there were two peo-
ple who were here then that aren’t here now.
And I’m so sad that Herb Plambeck and Bob
Lounsberry are not here with us. But I can
assure you that they’re smiling when they’ve
heard that we had gotten rid of the death
tax.

I also want to thank the tax families who
are here. For those of you who paid attention
to the campaign, one of the things I tried
to do in the course of the campaign, in order
to build public will for good public policy,
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was to talk about how tax relief would benefit
real-life families, how tax relief would make
a difference in the lives of hard-working Iowa
citizens—the Kozol family, the Skiles family,
and the Barrett family are here with us.

Thank you all so very much for coming.
Thanks for letting me use you as a live exam-
ple. You should take special pride in knowing
that your hard work, along with the hard
work of millions of others, convinced the
United States Congress to do the right thing.
Tax relief is real, and tax relief is on the way.

Somebody said, ‘‘Well, why are you going
back to the farm to talk about the joint ac-
complishment that happened in Wash-
ington?’’ Well, it’s the place where I made
the promise. It was here that I talked about
the agricultural policy that I felt was good
for the Nation. It was here where I, amongst
other things, said two things loud and clear.
One, my administration will support ethanol
not only during the campaign but afterwards.

We believe in value-added processing. I
haven’t changed my mind since I got elected.
I still strongly believe that ethanol is impor-
tant, not only to reduce dependency upon
foreign sources of energy but also as a source
and a way to clean the air.

And secondly, I said, if given a chance to
be the President, I would do everything I
could to get rid of the death tax. The bill
I signed yesterday gets rid of the death tax
over time. The bill I signed yesterday recog-
nizes that, when you tax a person’s assets
twice, it’s unfair. The bill we worked on and
I signed recognized the importance of the
family farmer in America.

I heard somebody say, ‘‘Well, you know,
the death tax doesn’t cause people to sell
their farms.’’ I don’t know who they’re talking
to in Iowa. I’ve talked to people who were
forced to sell their farms in order to pay for
the death tax.

But I’ll tell you what else the death tax
used to do. It used to cause generation after
generation to bear debt, to live under the
heavy onus of having to borrow money to
pay their taxes. Now, in some cases, they may
not have transferred the assets out of the
family, but in many cases the death tax
caused one generation after another to try
to climb out from underneath heavy debt,

and those days are ended, as far as we’re con-
cerned, in America.

And then I went over—that was Sep-
tember 1st, ’99. And to complete the circle,
I went—and December 1st—Kay men-
tioned—and talked about tax relief beyond
just the death tax. I laid out some principles.
I said, first and foremost, I believe our Gov-
ernment can afford tax relief. Then the econ-
omy turned a little south on us, and I began
to say, not only can we afford it, we cannot
afford not to have it. It’s important for us
to have made a case, and I think people lis-
tened, that tax relief will provide a second
wind to our economy. I said that a principle
that needed to be—this needs to be a tax
cut that was fair.

We said in the course of the campaign—
the Chairman embraced the idea—that if you
pay taxes, you get tax relief. That instead of
having this business about Washington, DC,
targeting people in or targeting people out,
we didn’t think that was fair. We said, every-
body who pays—the only fair way to deal
with tax relief is to reduce all rates on all
taxpayers, so that Washington doesn’t pick
and choose winners and losers. And that’s
what this bill did.

It said, we’re going to be fair about tax
relief. And as the Senator mentioned, this
is the first reduction in all rates in 20 years—
as a matter of fact, since World War II, it
has only happened twice: President Kennedy
had the honor of signing the tax relief plan;
President Ronald Reagan had the honor of
signing an overhaul of the Tax Code and
overall tax relief plan. And now President
George W. Bush has that honor, and I’m in
distinguished company, I might add.

We also said in the campaign that it was
important to make the code respond to peo-
ple who make good choices. A good choice
is being married. [Laughter] And we did
something about the marriage penalty in the
Tax Code. We say, if you’re struggling hard
to get ahead, that we ought to—and you’re
raising kids, we recognize that in tax relief.
And so part of the tax relief package has
raised the child credit from $500 to $1,000
per child.

And we also said in this bill, which I sup-
ported and I know the Chairman supported,

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:03 Jun 13, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD11JN01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



866 June 8 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

that there is some who may not have quali-
fied for the tax credit in the past, that we
ought to have a refundable tax credit for the
poor citizens in our society. And that’s a part
of the bill, as well.

This tax legislation is good for the country.
It’s good for the economy. And as impor-
tantly, it embodies a principle that is embed-
ded in my political soul. And it says that our
Government, at all times, ought to trust the
people—that we ought to trust the people
of this country. It says, once we meet our
priorities, that we ought to trust the people
with the surplus. After all, it’s the people’s
money; it’s not the Government’s money. I
would much rather have the tax families mak-
ing the decisions with their own money than
the Federal Government deciding what’s
best for American families.

No, the core principle of this tax relief plan
says, we trust people. We trust the American
people. And all of us in public office should,
because the American people are the finest
people on the face of the Earth.

This tax relief plan is also important be-
cause it’s the beginning of the change of the
tone in Washington, DC. You know, a lot
of us that weren’t in Washington in the past
and used to look up there and weren’t really
pleased with the bickering that was going on
and the name calling and the unnecessary
shrillness that were echoing through the
Halls of the Capitol. There is still some of
that. Sometimes I catch some of those elect-
ed officials, maybe not saying things about
me that my mother would like to hear.
[Laughter] But the tone is changing. It is.
We’re working hard to change it.

The chairman worked hard with his coun-
terpart, with the Democrat in a western
State, to get this bill done. Tax relief is impor-
tant for the economy. Tax relief is really im-
portant for the American people. Tax relief
is going to be evident pretty quickly, by the
way, when married couples start getting a
$600 check this summer. Single head of the
household, $500 check. Single folks, a $300
check, followed by reduction in rates.

But tax relief also shows what can happen
with the right spirit and right attitude in our
Nation’s Capital. It shows the American peo-
ple that, if you set aside partisanship and
focus on good public policy, we can accom-

plish things on behalf of the American peo-
ple, instead of kind of worrying about your
own standing or focusing on a focus group,
taking a poll to figure out what to believe
in. If you put the interest of the American
people ahead of self-interest or political in-
terest, we can get positive things done in the
Nation’s Capital. This is the beginning of a
lot of reform that’s going to take place.

And I’m excited about what’s coming down
the pike. We’re fixing to get a good education
bill out—I hope the Senate moves it quick-
ly—one that sets high standards, trusts local
people to make the decisions for their chil-
dren; one that embodies an Iowa concept of
accountability, right in the core of the edu-
cation bill.

I’m excited about the progress we’re mak-
ing as far as our military. I said, loud and
clear, when I came to Iowa, it’s important
for our military to be of high standing, high
morale. The first thing we’re going to do is
pay our troops more money and make sure
they’re better housed.

I’m going to Europe and looking forward
to my trip, going to Europe. But I cannot
wait to describe to the people of Europe, the
leaders in Europe, how important it is for
freedom-loving people to think differently
about how to keep peace. Now, Russia is not
our enemy. Russia is no longer our enemy,
and therefore, we shouldn’t be locked into
a cold war mentality that says we keep the
peace by blowing each other up. In my atti-
tude, that’s old; that’s tired; that’s stale.

Our United States and our allies ought to
develop the capacity to address the true
threats of the 21st century. The true threats
are biological and informational warfare. The
true threats are the fact that some rogue na-
tions who can’t stand America, our allies, our
freedoms, or our successes, would try to
point a missile at us. And we must have the
capacity to shoot that missile down. It’s time
to think differently about defense.

We’re making progress. We’re not only
making progress and changing the tone,
we’re making progress of convincing people
that some issues require a different way of
thinking.

I’m so excited to be the President. It is
an incredible honor, because we also have
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a chance to work together to change our Na-
tion’s culture, to usher in a period of personal
responsibility, to say, loud and clear, to citi-
zens who need help,‘‘Somebody loves you.’’

You see, Government can spend money,
and we will. Our budgets reflect the compas-
sion of America. But compassion isn’t meas-
ured in dollars and cents. Compassion is
measured in acts of kindness, in decency.
One of the most important initiatives we’re
working on is what I call a Faith-Based and
Community Initiative. It says, in order to
make sure people aren’t left behind, not only
do children need to be educated, but our
Nation must rally mentors to say to children
whose parents may be in prison, ‘‘I care for
you. I want to provide you with hope.’’

Or that we’ve got to understand—I’ll never
forget going to Colfax, Iowa, to understand
that sometimes in order to get a person off
alcohol or drugs, the most effective way is
to change the person’s heart.

Government can’t cause people to love
one another. But what Government and lead-
ers can do is gather up the great compassion
of America, encourage faith-based programs
to flourish, welcome community-based pro-
grams in neighborhoods, all aimed at making
sure no citizen in this land is left behind.

And I believe we’re on our way. I believe
we’re on our way to a much better America.
We’re great. We can be even greater. And
it begins by understanding where the
strength of this country is. The strength of
this country is in the hearts and souls of lov-
ing, decent, honorable citizens.

My job is to call upon the best, and it’s
my honor to do so. It also starts with under-
standing the awesome responsibilities of the
collective offices we hold. I’ll never forget
that I hold the highest office of the land and,
with it, comes an awesome responsibility, and
I accept it gladly, and I’m not going to let
you down.

Thanks for coming. Thanks for having me
back. I’m honored to have your hospitality.
God bless you all and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at the
Barrett Farm. In his remarks, he referred to his
mother, Barbara Bush; farm co-owners Tom and
Judy Barrett; Barbara Grassley, wife of Senator
Charles E. Grassley; Kay King, president and

founder, Travel World; and Speaker Brent
Siegrist, Iowa General Assembly.

Statement on the Vietnam Bilateral
Trade Agreement

June 8, 2001

Free trade and open markets are at the
foundation of my administration’s efforts to
promote prosperity and opportunity around
the world. Our free trade agenda is designed
to engage our trading partners at the global,
regional, and bilateral level and to expand
economic integration and political coopera-
tion. The history of the previous century
teaches us that trade is a powerful tool for
improving and reforming economies and
opening up entire societies.

Today I am sending to the Congress the
Vietnam bilateral trade agreement, an impor-
tant part of my administration’s trade agenda.
This agreement will increase opportunities
for U.S. firms by requiring Vietnam to dis-
mantle a wide range of trade barriers, open
its services markets, and provide comprehen-
sive protection of intellectual property rights.
Expanding ties between the United States
and Vietnam will continue the historic proc-
ess of normalizing our relations—a process
that began during the first Bush administra-
tion and advanced in the Clinton administra-
tion with the negotiation of this agreement.

This agreement enjoys broad bipartisan
support in the Congress, including from
many Members who are Vietnam veterans.
Enactment of the agreement will provide a
solid bipartisan foundation for action on
other trade issues.

I recently extended the Jackson-Vanik
waiver for Vietnam for one year, based on
my belief that Vietnam is making progress
on liberalizing its emigration statutes. My ad-
ministration will continue to press for im-
provements in Vietnam’s overall record on
human rights and religious freedom.

At the dawn of a new millennium, the
United States stands ready to shoulder its
leadership role throughout the world. Engag-
ing other nations in trade is a vital part of
U.S. leadership, and it is a key element of
promoting economic growth at home and
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abroad. I urge the Congress to approve this
agreement.

Proclamation 7449—To Implement
the Agreement Between the United
States of America and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam on Trade
Relations
June 8, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Pursuant to the authority vested in the

President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, and acting through duly
empowered representatives, the United
States entered into negotiations with rep-
resentatives of the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam (‘‘Vietnam’’) to conclude an agreement
on trade relations between the United States
and Vietnam.

2. These negotiations were conducted in
accordance with the requirements of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C.
2431 et seq.) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’).

3. As a result of these negotiations, an
‘‘Agreement Between the United States of
America and the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam on Trade Relations’’ (the ‘‘Agreement’’),
including annexes and an exchange of letters
which form an integral part of the Agree-
ment, the foregoing in English and Viet-
namese, was signed on July 13, 2000, by duly
empowered representatives of the two Gov-
ernments, and is set forth as an annex to this
proclamation.

4. The Agreement conforms to the re-
quirements relating to bilateral commercial
agreements set forth in section 405(b) of the
Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2435(b)).

5. Chapter VII, Article 8:1 of the Agree-
ment provides that the Agreement shall enter
into force on the date of exchange of written
notices of acceptance by the two Govern-
ments.

6. Section 405(c) of the Trade Act (19
U.S.C. 2435(c)) provides that a bilateral com-
mercial agreement providing nondiscrim-
inatory treatment to the products of a coun-
try denied such treatment prior to the date

of enactment of the Trade Act, and a procla-
mation implementing such agreement, shall
take effect only if a joint resolution described
in section 151(b)(3) of the Trade Act (19
U.S.C. 2191(b)(3)) that approves of the
Agreement is enacted into law.

7. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTS) the substance of the
provisions of that Act, of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions taken there-
under.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including, but not limited to, sections
404, 405, and 604 of the Trade Act, do pro-
claim that:

(1) This proclamation shall become effec-
tive, the Agreement shall enter into
force, and nondiscriminatory treat-
ment shall be extended to the prod-
ucts of Vietnam, in accordance with
the terms of the Agreement, and after
Congress approves the Agreement by
joint resolution, on the date of ex-
change of written notices of accept-
ance in accordance with Chapter VII,
Article 8:1 of the Agreement. The
United States Trade Representative
shall publish notice of the effective
date in the Federal Register.

(2) Effective with respect to articles en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after the date
provided in paragraph (1) of this proc-
lamation, general note 3(b) to the
HTS, enumerating those countries
whose products are subject to duty at
rates set forth in Rates of Duty Col-
umn 2 of the tariff schedule, is modi-
fied by striking out ‘‘Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam.’’

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 11, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 12.

Message to the Congress on Trade
With Vietnam
June 8, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 407 of the

Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C.
2434) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’), I am transmitting
a copy of a proclamation that extends non-
discriminatory tariff treatment to the prod-
ucts of Vietnam. As an annex to the procla-
mation, I also enclose the text of the ‘‘Agree-
ment Between the United States of America
and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam on
Trade Relations,’’ which was signed on July
13, 2000, including related annexes and ex-
changes of letters.

Implementation of this Agreement will
strengthen political relations between the
United States and Vietnam and produce eco-
nomic benefits for both countries. It will also
help to reinforce political and economic re-
form in Vietnam.

I believe that the Agreement is consistent
with both the letter and spirit of the Trade
Act. The Agreement provides for mutual ex-
tension of nondiscriminatory tariff treatment,
while seeking to ensure overall reciprocity of
economic benefits. The Agreement includes
safeguard arrangements designed to ensure
that imports from Vietnam will not disrupt
the U.S. market.

The Agreement also facilitates and ex-
pands the rights that U.S. businesses will
have in conducting commercial transactions
both within Vietnam and with Vietnamese
nationals and business entities, and includes
provisions dealing with settlement of com-
mercial disputes, investment, financial trans-
actions, and the establishment of government
commercial offices. Vietnam also agrees to
adopt standards for intellectual property pro-
tection that match the standards set forth in
the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related As-
pects of Intellectual Property Rights.

On June 1, 2001, I waived application of
subsections 402 (a) and (b) of the Trade Act
with respect to Vietnam. I urge that Congress
act as soon as possible to approve, by a joint

resolution referred to in section 151 (b) (3)
of the Trade Act, the extension of non-
discriminatory treatment to the products of
Vietnam as provided for in the Agreement.

George W. Bush
The White House,
June 8, 2001.

Memorandum on a Determination
Under Section 405(a) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as Amended,
Concerning the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam
June 8, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Determination under Section 405(a)
of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended,
Concerning the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
under the Trade Act of 1974, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 2431 et seq.) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’),
I determine, pursuant to section 405(a) of
the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2435(a)), that the
‘‘Agreement Between the United States of
America and the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam on Trade Relations’’ will promote the
purposes of the Trade Act and is in the na-
tional interest.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 3
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC,
where he and Mrs. Bush hosted a tee-ball
game on the South Lawn.
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June 4
In the morning, the President traveled to

Everglades National Park, FL.
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Miami, FL, where he met with the Most Rev.
John Clement Favalora, Archbishop of
Miami. Later, he traveled to Tampa, FL.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Laurie Rich to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Education for Intergovernmental
and Interagency Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Frances P. Maniella to be Director
of the National Park Service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patrick M. Cronin to be Assistant
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development for Policy and Pro-
gram Coordination.

The President declared a major disaster in
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe storms, flooding,
and landslides beginning May 15 and con-
tinuing.

June 5
In the morning, the President returned to

Washington, DC.

June 6
In the morning, the President traveled to

Bedford, VA, and in the afternoon, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patrick Francis Kennedy to be U.S.
Representative to the United Nations for
U.N. Management and Reform, with the
rank of Ambassador.

June 7
In the morning, the President participated

in a telephone interview with the Omaha
World-Herald from the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Thomas Schieffer to be Ambas-
sador to Australia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nancy Jo Powell to be Ambassador
to Ghana.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas J. Miller to be Ambassador
to Greece.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael E. Guest to be Ambas-
sador to Romania.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael Parker to be Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Civil Works.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Reginald Jude Brown to be Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and
Reserve Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ronald M. Sega to be Director of
Defense Research and Engineering.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Josefina Carbonell to be Assistant
Secretary of Health and Human Services for
Aging.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kevin Kennedy to be Assistant Ad-
ministrator of the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development for the Bureau of Hu-
manitarian Response.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Laura E. Kennedy to be Ambas-
sador to Turkmenistan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John P. Stenbit to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Command, Control,
Communications, and Intelligence.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Judith Elizabeth Ayres to be Assist-
ant Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency for International Activities.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jo Anne Barnhart to be a Commis-
sioner of Social Security.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Claude M. Kicklighter to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Policy
and Planning.

The White House announced that the
President has invited President John Kufuor
of Ghana, President Abdoulaye Wade of Sen-
egal, and President Alpha Oumar Konare of
Mali to the Oval Office for a working visit
on June 28.
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June 8
In the morning, the President traveled to

Dallas Center, IA, and later, traveled to
Omaha, NE, where he threw the first pitch
at the College World Series Game 1.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Crawford, TX.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Susan Schmidt Bies to be a mem-
ber of the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System representing the Seventh
District.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with President Miguel
Angel Rodriguez of Costa Rica on July 13.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with President Alfonso
Portillo of Guatemala at the White House
on July 5.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with Prime Minister
Chok Tong Goh of Singapore on June 11.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 5

Vicky A. Bailey,
of Indiana, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (International Affairs and Domestic
Policy), vice David L. Goldwyn, resigned.

Rebecca O. Campoverde,
of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for Leg-
islation and Congressional Affairs, Depart-
ment of Education, vice Scott Snyder
Fleming, resigned.

Deborah J. Daniels,
of Indiana, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Laurie O. Robinson, resigned.

William A. Eaton,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,

to be Assistant Secretary of State (Adminis-
tration), vice Patrick Francis Kennedy.

Robert S. Martin,
of Texas, to be Director of the Institute of
Museum and Library Services, vice Diane B.
Frankel, resigned.

Mark B. McClellan,
of California, to be a member of the Council
of Economic Advisers, vice Robert Z.
Lawrence.

Diane K. Morales,
of Texas, to be Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense for Logistics and Materiel Readi-
ness, vice Roger W. Kallock.

Richard R. Nedelkoff,
of Texas, to be Director of the Bureau of
Justice Assistance, vice Nancy E. Gist, re-
signed.

Janet Rehnquist,
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, vice
June Gibbs Brown, resigned.

Mercer Reynolds,
of Ohio, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Switzerland, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional compensation
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Principality of Liechtenstein.

Alexander R. Vershbow,
of the District of Columbia, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Career
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Russian Federation.

John P. Walters,
of Michigan, to be Director of National Drug
Control Policy, vice Barry R. McCaffrey, re-
signed.

Submitted June 7

Alex Azar II,
of Maryland, to be General Counsel of the
Department of Health and Human Services,
vice Harriet S. Rabb, resigned.
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Sheila C. Bair,
of Kansas, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury, vice Gregory A. Baer, resigned.

Ellen G. Engleman,
of Indiana, to be Administrator of the Re-
search and Special Programs Administration,
Department of Transportation, vice Kelley S.
Coyner, resigned.

Steven John Morello, Sr.,
of Michigan, to be General Counsel of the
Department of the Army, vice Charles A.
Blanchard, resigned.

William A. Navas, Jr.,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Navy, vice Carolyn H. Becraft.

Clark T. Randt, Jr.,
of Connecticut, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the People’s Republic
of China.

C. David Welch,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Submitted June 8

Josefina Carbonell,
of Florida, to be Assistant Secretary of Aging,
Department of Health and Human Services,
vice Jeanette C. Takamura, resigned.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 4

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed into law H.R. 581,
providing wildland fire management reim-

bursement authority to the Secretaries of the
Interior and Agriculture in connection with
the National Fire Plan

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to West Virginia

Transcript of a remarks by Deputy Super-
intendent of Everglades National Park Larry
Belli to the press pool

Released June 5

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed into law H.R. 801,
the Veterans’ Survivor Benefits Improve-
ments Act of 2001

Released June 6

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the
President’s upcoming trip to Europe

Released June 7

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Meeting
with Ghanaian President Kufuor, Senegalese
President Wade, and Malian President
Konare

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice to the Council on
Foreign Relations on Foreign Policy Prior-
ities and Challenges of the Administration

Released June 8

Statement by the Press Secretary: Meeting
With President Portillo of Guatemala

Statement by the Press Secretary: Meeting
With Prime Minister Goh of Singapore

Statement by the Press Secretary: Meeting
With President Rodriguez of Costa Rica

Announcement: President’s Commission To
Strengthen Social Security To Hold First
Meeting

Fact Sheet: Background on the U.S.-Vietnam
Bilateral Trade
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved June 3

H.R. 581 / Public Law 107–13
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior
and the Secretary of Agriculture to use funds
appropriated for wildland fire management
in the Department of the Interior and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001, to
reimburse the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service and the National Marine Fish-
eries Service to facilitate the interagency co-
operation required under the Endangered

Species Act of 1973 in connection with
wildland fire management

Approved June 5

H.R. 801 / Public Law 107–14
Veterans’ Survivor Benefits Improvements
Act of 2001

H.R. 1727 / Public Law 107–15
Fallen Hero Survivor Benefit Fairness Act
of 2001

Approved June 7

H.R. 1836 / Public Law 107–16
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconcili-
ation Act of 2001
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