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a different frame of mind that I truly believe
will make the world a more peaceful place.

And since I feel it so strongly, if we can’t
reach an agreement, we’re going to imple-
ment. It’s the right thing to do. It’s what I
told the American people we’re going to do.
It’s what I’ve explained to our Allies we’re
going to do.

But I believe we’ve got a great opportunity
to welcome others into the strategic frame-
work. You saw the President yesterday. I
thought he was very forward-leaning, as they
say in diplomatic nuanced circles. We signed
an agreement. That should say something
about the intentions and about how far we’ve
progressed on this issue.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Berlusconi. I have to

confirm the judgment on the President on
this, and I can also bear witness to the fact
that during the G–8 Summit, we spoke about
this topic. In fact, in a bilateral meeting, I
met President Putin and, with the invitation
of the other Allies, I, in fact, spoke about
the problem of the atomic potential in his
country. I began expressing the preoccupa-
tion of the Western world vis-à-vis the nu-
clear stations in Russia, because here we’re
talking about the maintenance of the old
ones and the building codes for new nuclear
stations.

President Putin said that he would face
this very openly. He spoke to us about their
plans for these places, and he also said that
he will continue to cooperate with Western
technicians as far as the building codes of
the new plants. And after that, we spoke, and
I must say that I spoke to him directly on
the atomic potential. But here I would like
to digress.

We also have to understand the physio-
logical aspect for the President and for his
people. They come from a past. They were
a world power. They had a very strong fall,
as far as their economy was concerned. Their
global revenue is well below the other coun-
tries of the G–7, but they still have that old
pride. And above all, they have that atomic
stockpile that is still an extraordinary one. It’s
huge. Therefore, we must be very tactful.

We must take the entire situation into ac-
count, the psychological and actual situation.

We must proceed with patience on a road,
which is the one expressed by President
Bush, that cannot be hurried on. But the re-
actions that we saw from President Putin
make us believe that we will be able to co-
operate. And I think that we’re on the right
path in order to reach an agreement that
would obviously imply certain modifications
in the existing treaty. And I believe that this
can all be done without unilateral measures.

On the other hand, President Bush also
confirmed the will of the United States of
America to talk with the Allies, to not do any-
thing without having a discussion with the
Allies first. So I believe that this is an issue
that has been well placed and is on the right
path.

President Bush. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 14th news conference
began at 2:52 p.m. at the Villa Dona Pamphilj.
In his remarks, he referred to former President
Abdurrahman Wahid and President Megawati
Sukarnoputri of Indonesia; President Vladimir
Putin of Russia; and Pope John Paul II. Prime
Minister Berlusconi referred to Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany; Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom; President Jacques Chirac
of France; and President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi
of Italy. Prime Minister Berlusconi spoke in
Italian, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

July 23, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to terrorists who threaten to disrupt
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the Middle East peace process that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12947 of January
23, 1995.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 23, 2001.

Remarks to United States Troops at
Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo
July 24, 2001

Thank you all very much. It’s always a
proud moment for the Commander in Chief
to see the troops who uphold the values of
our country. Especially here, seeing in a for-
eign land, brings home the true meaning of
the sacrifices you make for our freedom.

Thank you, General David, for your kind
introduction and your hospitality. Laura and
I are honored to be here. I also want to rec-
ognize the leadership of the Senior NCO
Command Sergeant, Major Marvin Hill. [Ap-
plause]

I want to know what you did, Marvin.
[Laughter] You got some of the folks kind
of excited when I mentioned your name.

We’re honored to be here. I realize that
on July 4, you had the Dallas Cowboy Cheer-
leaders. I recognize I don’t look quite as pret-
ty, but I am from Texas. And I’m proud to
be an American, and I know you are, as well,
because we represent a great land, a great
land.

I’m also looking forward to having a lunch
with some of you in a while. The general
mentioned that I like PT—I’m going to eat
lightly because I look forward to leading a
run up Radar Hill after lunch. Are you ready
to go? [Applause]

I want you to know that there’s no higher
honor than to serve as your Commander in
Chief. America appreciates your service and
sacrifices for our country. And I’m here to
tell you that.

It’s good to be here with the Screaming
Eagles of the 101st Airborne. You just lived
up to your name. [Laughter] I also want to
thank the members of the United States
Army Reserve, the Air Force, the Navy, and
Marine Corps and the National Guard units
from Nebraska, Rhode Island, and Ten-

nessee. I thank the civilians and contractors
who helped build this base.

My first opportunity as President to ad-
dress America’s military forces came at Fort
Stewart, Georgia. It’s great to be back with
the ‘‘dog-faced soldiers’’ of the 3d Infantry.
I think I’ll repeat what I said there—Hooah!

And finally, I want to thank all our allies
who join in this mission: Greece, Italy, Jor-
dan, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, the
United Arab Emirates, and the United King-
dom. It’s a long list. It speaks volumes about
why you are so good at your mission. You
come from many nations, many cultures, and
many continents—just like amongst the U.S.
military personnel, many races and many
faiths, many traditions represented.

Your diversity and close cooperation, Gen-
eral, in the cause of peace is an example of
the people of this region. And it’s a rebuke
to the ethnic intolerance and narrow nation-
alism that brought us here in the first place.

As we head into the 21st century, we must
not allow difference to be a license to kill
and vulnerability an excuse to dominate. We
will pursue a world of tolerance and freedom.
From Kosovo to Kashmir, from the Middle
East to Northern Ireland, freedom and toler-
ance is a defining issue for our world, and
your service here has set an example for the
whole world to see.

We’re making good progress. Thanks to
you and those who served before you, the
people of Kosovo are able to buy food and
find shelter, go to school and get medical
help. Thanks to you, there will be elections
here in November, elections where we want
to see the widest possible participation.
Thanks to you, there are fewer arms flowing
into Macedonia and a hope for peace in that
land. Thanks to you and the service of our
forces throughout the Balkans, the region is
growing closer to the rest of Europe. But
there’s still a lot of work to do.

Civil institutions must be put in place and
made stronger. Organized crime must be
brought under control. War criminals must
face justice. And Kosovo must not be a safe
haven for insurgencies elsewhere.

America has a vital interest in the Euro-
pean stability and, therefore, peace in the re-
gion. That’s why I’ve recently taken steps to
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