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immediate United States response to unex-
pected urgent refugee and migration needs.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority, and to arrange
for the publication of this memorandum in
the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Plan Colombia
July 26, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 3204(e) of Public Law

106–246, I hereby transmit a report detailing
the progress of spending by the executive
branch during the first two quarters of Fiscal
Year 2001 in support of Plan Colombia.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 26, 2001.

Remarks to the National Future
Farmers of America Organization
July 27, 2001

Well, thank you all for coming. I look for-
ward to discussing an incredibly important
topic, and that’s agriculture and what it
means to America. It’s important for folks
up here in Washington to listen to Senators
like Chuck Grassley and Blanche Lincoln,
people who come from the farm areas, Phil
Crane, who understand that agriculture is an
incredibly important part of our economic fu-
ture. But agriculture also is an important part
of American life, because it represents the
great values of America.

So I want to thank you all for coming. My
fellow Texan, I appreciate that fine introduc-
tion. [Laughter] Trent’s from Throckmorton.
It’s a rural part of our State. But rural Texas
is incredibly a part of the State of Texas, but
rural America is an incredibly important part
of America, as well, and we must never forget
that.

I want to thank Jennifer Edwards, as well,
for being here. I want to thank all the officers
for coming. I want to thank again the Mem-
bers of Congress for being here to discuss
with all of us how we make sure American
agriculture thrives as we head into the 21st
century. I mean, after all, we’re talking about
national security. It’s important for our Na-
tion to be able to grow foodstuffs to feed
our people. Can you imagine a country that
was unable to grow enough food to feed the
people? It would be a nation that would be
subject to international pressure. It would be
a nation at risk. And so when we’re talking
about American agriculture, we’re really talk-
ing about a national security issue.

Well, one way we can help is something
we’ve already done, and that is to eliminate
the death tax, so that farms and ranches can
be passed from one generation to the next,
so that people don’t have to liquidate their
prized possession, their most singular impor-
tant asset, in order for a young son or daugh-
ter to become a farmer or a rancher. And
we did just that, thanks to the Members of
the United States Senate here and thanks to
the Member of the Congress who are here.
It was a tough vote for some, but it was the
right vote for American agriculture, to get
rid of the death tax.

And given the economic news of the day,
the tax cut was—looks more and more wise.
I mean, after all, there’s a new report out
that shows that over the last four quarters,
economic growth has been slow. It hasn’t
been up to standard. The economy is put-
tering along. It’s not nearly as strong as it
should be. And what the tax cut does—by
sending money back to the American work-
ing people, it provides an incredibly impor-
tant boost to economic vitality and economic
growth.

Now, there’s a lot of talk about the amount
of money available to spend here in Wash-
ington. Make no mistake about it: The appro-
priators are looking for money. And it may
not be as much as they want to spend, be-
cause the economy has slowed down. And
this tax cut is incredibly important for revital-
izing the economy of America, and it was the
right thing to do.

A second thing we can do to make sure
folks in the agricultural sector have got a
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