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Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority to Compensate Air
Carriers for Losses Resulting from
the Terrorist Attacks of September
11, 2001
September 25, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Transportation

Subject: Delegation of Authority to
Compensate Air Carriers for Losses
Resulting from the Terrorist Attacks of
September 11, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including section 101 of
the Air Transportation Safety and System
Stabilization Act (Public Law 107–42) (the
‘‘Act’’), and section 301 of title 3, United
States Code, I hereby delegate to the Sec-
retary of Transportation the authority vested
in the President under section 101 (a) (2)
of the Act to compensate air carriers for the
direct and incremental losses they incurred
from the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, and any resulting ground stop order.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:17 a.m., September 26, 2001]

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on September 27.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Emergency
Funding for Air Carriers
September 25, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–42, the Air Transportation Safety
and System Stabilization Act, I am providing
up to $5 billion to the Department of Trans-
portation’s Compensation for Air Carriers ac-
count. These funds are urgently needed to
enable the Nation’s air carriers to meet the
challenges resulting from the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001.

I designate the entire $5 billion as an
emergency requirement in accordance with
section 252(e) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended. In addition, I have delegated the
authority vested under section 101(a)(2) of
the Air Transportation Safety and System
Stabilization Act to the Secretary of Trans-
portation.

The funds contained in this designation
are intended to stabilize the air transpor-
tation industry and compensate air carriers
for direct losses resulting from the Secretary
of Transportation’s order to ground all air-
craft immediately following the attacks, as
well as any similar orders that may be issued
in the future.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Sikh Community Leaders
September 26, 2001

It’s my honor to welcome citizens from all
across our country here to the Roosevelt
Room and the White House to discuss our
common commitment to make sure that
every American is treated with respect and
dignity during this period of—during any pe-
riod, for that matter, of American history, but
particularly during this time.

An American Sikh has been killed, unjustly
so. These citizens bring their hearts with
them, and I can assure them that our Gov-
ernment will do everything we can to not
only bring those people to justice but also
to treat every human life as dear and to re-
spect the values that made our country so
different and so unique. We’re all Americans,
bound together by common ideals and com-
mon values.

So I want to welcome you all here. We’re
honored that you’re here in the White
House, and I look forward to a good, frank
discussion.

Thank you for coming.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Balbir Singh Sodhi, an In-
dian immigrant who was killed September 15 in
Mesa, AZ, in a suspected hate crime.

Remarks to Central Intelligence
Agency Employees in Langley,
Virginia

September 26, 2001

Thank you all very much. Well, George,
thank you very much, and thanks for inviting
me back. [Laughter] There is no question
that I am in the hall of patriots, and I’ve come
to say a couple of things to you.

First, thanks for your hard work. You
know, George and I have been spending a
lot of quality time together. [Laughter]
There’s a reason. I’ve got a lot of confidence
in him, and I’ve got a lot of confidence in
the CIA, and so should America.

It’s important for America to realize that
there are men and women who are spending
hours on the task of making sure our country
remains free; men and women of the CIA
who are sleeping on the floor, eating cold
pizza—[laughter]—calling their kids on the
phone, saying, ‘‘Well, I won’t be able to tuck
you in tonight,’’ because they love America.
And I’m here to thank everybody who loves
America in this building. And I want to thank
you for what you’re doing.

We are on a mission to make sure that
freedom is enduring. We’re on a mission to
say to the rest of the world, ‘‘Come with us—
come with us; stand by our side to defeat
the evildoers who would like to rid the world
of freedom as we know it.’’ There is no better
institute to be working with than the Central
Intelligence Agency, which serves as our ears
and our eyes all around the world.

This is a war that is unlike any other war
that our Nation is used to. It’s a war of a
series of battles that sometimes we’ll see the
fruits of our labors, and sometimes we won’t.
It’s a war that’s going to require cooperation
with our friends. It is a war that requires the
best of intelligence. You see, the enemy is
sometimes hard to find; they like to hide.
They think they can hide, but we know bet-
ter.

This is a war that not only says to those
who believe they can disrupt American
lives—or for that matter, any society that be-
lieves in freedom lives—it’s also a war that
declares a new declaration, that says, if you
harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the
terrorist; if you provide safe haven to a ter-
rorist, you’re just as guilty as the terrorist;
if you fund a terrorist, you’re just as guilty
as a terrorist.

And in order to make sure that we’re able
to conduct a winning victory, we’ve got to
have the best intelligence we can possibly
have. And my report to the Nation is, we’ve
got the best intelligence we can possibly
have, thanks to the men and women of the
CIA.

The cooperation with Capitol Hill is
unique and, I hope, lasting. I can’t tell you
how much I appreciate the work of Senator
Daschle and Senator Lott, Speaker Hastert
and Leader Gephardt. There’s deep concern
amongst Republicans and Democrats on
Capitol Hill to do what’s right for America—
is to come together to provide the necessary
support for an effective war.

And that includes making sure that the
CIA is well funded, well staffed, has got the
latest in technology. I believe we can work
together to make sure that that’s the case.
After all, as America is learning, the CIA is
on the frontline of making sure our victory
will be secure.

I intend to continue to work with Congress
to make sure that our law enforcement offi-
cials at home have got the tools necessary—
obviously, within the confines of our Con-
stitution—to make sure the homeland is se-
cure; to make sure America can live as peace-
fully as possible; to make sure that we run
down every threat, take serious every inci-
dent. And we’ve got to make sure, as well,
that those who work for the Nation overseas
have got the best available technologies and
the best tools and the best funding possible.

There is a good spirit in Capitol Hill be-
cause Americans want to win. They want to
win the first war of the 21st century. And
win we must. We have no choice; we can’t
relent.

Now, there’s going to be a time, hopefully
in the near future, where people say, ‘‘Gosh,
my life is almost normal. September 11th is
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