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extraordinary leadership for an incredibly im-
portant alliance. He’s a good Scotsman, like
many Americans are. He could have been
a Texan, it seems like to me, because he is
courageous, open, forthright, and not afraid
to take a stand and to do what’s right for
freedom.

Lord Robertson, welcome to the Rose
Garden.

Secretary General Lord Robertson. Mr.
President, thank you for these kind and gen-
erous words. I’ll take them back to the head-
quarters of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation, because that is the organization that
you’re part of, we’re part of, and which has
stood in solidarity over all of these years.

I want to pay a tribute to your leadership
during this difficult time for your country,
in this difficult time for the world, as well.
We stand shoulder to shoulder in a new kind
of struggle, and a struggle that we have to
win.

The NATO Allies, in the wake of the ter-
rible atrocities of the 11th of September,
wanted to move beyond sadness and sym-
pathy, and we moved to solidarity and sup-
port. And that is why we invoked Article 5
of the Washington Treaty, conceived here in
Washington in 1949 in very difficult cir-
cumstances and where the language is clear
and simple: An attack on one is an attack
on all of the nations of the Alliance.

NATO still represents the biggest perma-
nent coalition on this planet: 19 nations in
the Alliance, 27 nations in addition in the
Partnership For Peace and part of the Euro-
Atlantic Partnership Council. And NATO is
providing now, as you said, serious and strong
practical support to the United States and
the U.S.-led coalition operations that are
going on in the world today: a unique con-
tribution, political cohesion through Article
5; real capabilities, like the AWACS aircraft
that will be flying over continental United
States by Friday of this week; the tying-in
of the partners and the partnership, military
interoperability that worked so well for the
coalition in the Gulf war; and a new look
at the adaptation of forces so that we’re ready
to deal with the threats of the future, just
as we were able to deal with the enemies
of the past.

So the Alliance will continue to combine
the best of America and Europe at this dif-
ficult and troubled time.

These terrorists are not 10 feet tall. They
are not insuperable. They’re not
unvanquishable. But we are, and we can win,
and we certainly will win. And I’m very, very
proud that NATO and the 19 nations of the
Alliance are at the heart of a global coalition
against the most evil criminals of our age.

I’m very proud, Mr. President, that you
thought fit to describe me as a candidate for
being a Texan. [Laughter] Given my back-
ground, I know that you’ve been in Scotland
before, and I haven’t been in Texas. But I’ll
take it as a compliment, and I believe that
you could be a Scotsman, as well—[laugh-
ter]—like the great Scotsmen who made this
great country as well and who, at the mo-
ment, happen to be leading this Alliance.
And this Scotsman, in particular, is proud to
be doing it and is determined that we’ll win.

Thank you very much.
The President. Thank you, sir. God bless

you. Thanks for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:51 p.m. in the
Colonnade at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Jiang Zemin of China.

Proclamation 7484—General Pulaski
Memorial Day, 2001
October 10, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
I came here, where freedom is being
defended, to serve it, and to live and die
for it.

—General Casimir Pulaski in a letter to
General George Washington

Every year, on October 11, we honor the
memory of Brigadier General Casimir Pu-
laski, a courageous soldier of liberty who
bravely gave his life 222 years ago fighting
for America’s independence. The stories of
General Pulaski’s heroism during the Revolu-
tionary War have been a source of inspiration
for many generations of Americans, and his
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gallant sacrifice serves as a poignant re-
minder of the price patriots paid to obtain
our liberty.

Pulaski, who was born in Poland in 1745,
joined his first fight against tyranny and op-
pression at age 21, defending his beloved Po-
land against Prussian and Imperial Russian
invaders. In numerous battles, Pulaski
achieved fame as a calvary officer, earning
promotion to commander of an army of Pol-
ish freedom fighters. But the aggressors ulti-
mately overcame the Poles, and Pulaski was
forced into exile. In 1777, Pulaski offered his
services to America’s fight for freedom and
set sail from France to join the war for inde-
pendence.

Far from his native land, Pulaski showed
the same courageous combativeness on
American soil that had gained him fame at
home. Distinguishing himself in battle after
battle, Pulaski earned a commission from the
Continental Congress as a Brigadier General,
and he was assigned by General Washington
to command the Continental Army’s calvary.
In 1779, during the siege of Savannah, Gen-
eral Pulaski made the ultimate sacrifice, giv-
ing his life in battle so that our Nation might
win its freedom. General Pulaski’s valiant
leadership earned him recognition as the
‘‘Father of the American cavalry’’.

Ever since his heroic death, America has
honored General Pulaski’s memory in many
ways, including the naming of counties,
towns, and streets after him. Since 1910, a
statue of General Pulaski has stood in Wash-
ington, D.C., permanently memorializing his
patriotic contributions and noble sacrifice.
Today, as we respond to the atrocities com-
mitted against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, we have been deeply moved by
the tremendous outpouring of sympathy,
support, and solidarity from our Polish
friends, from the highest levels of the govern-
ment to the thousands of Poles who placed
flowers and candles at our Embassy gate. Our
two nations, united by the virtues and ideals
that General Pulaski embodied, will always
remain friends and allies.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, Octo-

ber 11, 2001, as General Pulaski Memorial
Day. I encourage all Americans to com-
memorate this occasion with appropriate
programs and activities paying tribute to
Casimir Pulaski and honoring all those who
defend the freedom of our great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., October 11, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 12.

Remarks at the Department of
Defense Service of Remembrance in
Arlington, Virginia
October 11, 2001

President and Senator Clinton, thank you
all for being here. We have come here to
pay our respects to 125 men and women who
died in the service of America. We also re-
member 64 passengers on a hijacked plane,
those men and women, boys and girls who
fell into the hands of evildoers and also died
here exactly one month ago.

On September 11th, great sorrow came to
our country. And from that sorrow has come
great resolve. Today, we are a nation awak-
ened to the evil of terrorism and determined
to destroy it. That work began the moment
we were attacked, and it will continue until
justice is delivered.

Americans are returning, as we must, to
the normal pursuits of life. But we know that
if you lost a son or daughter here or a hus-
band or wife or mom or dad, life will never
again be as it was. The loss was sudden and
hard and permanent, so difficult to explain,
so difficult to accept: three schoolchildren
traveling with their teacher; an Army general;
a budget analyst who reported to work here
for 30 years; a lieutenant commander in the
Naval Reserve who left behind a wife, a 4-
year-old son, and another child on the way.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 09:17 Oct 16, 2001 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P41OC4.012 pfrm01 PsN: P41OC4


