Week Ending Friday, November 16, 2001

Proclamation 7495—Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
Month, 2001

November 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Approximately 16 million American adults
suffer from a devastating disease for which
there is no cure. The disease is called Chron-
ic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD),
and it is a growing problem in this country
and throughout the world. COPD claims
more than 100,000 lives per year, drains the
American economy of an estimated $30.4 bil-
lion each year, and is the fourth leading cause
of death in the United States today, exceeded
only by heart disease, cancer, and stroke.

COPD is a medical term for a group of
respiratory conditions that includes emphy-
sema and chronic bronchitis. COPD results
in gradual, irreversible damage to the lungs.
Since the symptoms progress gradually,
COPD patients may not even realize in the
early stages that they have the disease. Over
the years, as the lung damage continues,
breathing becomes increasingly difficult.

Although some patients have an inherited
version of the disease, smoking is the most
common cause of COPD. Exposure to toxic
substances in the environment such as indus-
trial pollutants, aerosol sprays, nontobacco
smoke, and internal combustion engine ex-
haust may also aggravate or contribute to
COPD. While our ultimate goal is to prevent
this often-fatal disease, we now need better
treatments. Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease Month offers us the opportunity to
increase our knowledge of this disease and
to consider what we can do to reduce its oc-
currence.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by

the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2001,
as Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
Month. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities to raise
awareness of COPD and its impact on com-
munities and to improve the quality of life
of those who suffer from the disease.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:34 a.m., November 14, 2001]

NotTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 15. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7496—National
Alcohol and Drug Addiction
Recovery Month, 2001

November 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Alcohol and drug addiction exacts a dev-
astating toll on our Nation. Approximately 14
million adults are alcoholics or abusers of al-
cohol, and one in four of our children are
exposed to alcoholism or alcohol abuse in
their families before age 18. Three million
children between the age of 14 and 17 drink
regularly and face future problems with alco-
hol. And recent statistics show that more than
14 million Americans used illicit drugs last
year.

The costs of these widespread addictions
are staggering. More than 100,000 Americans
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die each year from alcohol-related causes.
Recent estimates suggest that the abuse of
alcohol and drugs costs taxpayers more than
$294 billion annually in preventable health
care costs, extra law enforcement, auto-
mobile accidents, crime, and lost produc-
tivity. Addiction to nicotine adds an addi-
tional $138 billion to our country’s financial
burden.

My proposed budget provides assistance to
those addicted to drugs. My Administration’s
proposal for enhanced treatment will in-
crease funding for the National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse and provides
$111 million of additional funding to increase
access to substance abuse treatment. The
budget includes $74 million for the Residen-
tial Substance Abuse Treatment program,
which provides formula grants supporting
drug and alcohol treatment in State and local
correctional facilities. This initiative is evi-
dence-based and requires real accountability
from recipients.

Scientific research also holds a great deal
of promise in treating drug and alcohol ad-
diction. Publicly funded biomedical research,
supported by the National Institutes of
Health, plays an important role in finding ef-
fective means of preventing and treating
these disorders. These research efforts allow
scientists to target optimal points for inter-
vention. Through Federally supported clin-
ical trials, new treatments can be developed
for communities in need across our country.

Alcohol and drug addiction destroys lives
and threatens the well-being of our country,
and we must address it with concerted, sus-
tained, and purposeful strategies. If we focus
more of our Nation’s attention, energy, and
resources on fighting these addictions, we
will rescue lives and restore hope.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 2001,
as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Pre-
vention Month. I call upon all public officials
and the people of the United States to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

Nov. 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:34 a.m., November 14, 2001]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 15. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7497—National
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness
Month, 2001

November 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Approximately four million Americans suf-
fer from Alzheimer’s disease. It is a progres-
sive degenerative disorder of the brain that
robs those affected of their memory and
much of their mental and physical function,
leading to their total dependence on care-
givers, and ultimately death. Slightly more
than half of Alzheimer’s disease patients re-
ceive care from their family and friends at
home. Years of providing for the emotional,
physical, and financial needs of a loved one
with this difficult disease can be emotionally
painful and exhausting for a caregiver.

The chance of having Alzheimer’s disease
rises significantly with age, and as older
Americans become a larger percentage of our
Nation’s population, the number of people
expected to develop Alzheimer’s will rise dra-
matically. It has been estimated that 14 mil-
lion Americans, mostly seniors, will suffer
from Alzheimer’s by the middle of this cen-
tury.

My Administration is strongly committed
to meeting the challenges of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease by increasing funding for Federal med-
ical research programs as well as providing
improved support to Alzheimer’s patients
and their families and caregivers. Through



