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And now, Laura and I would like to invite
you all into the foyer for a reception.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Swedish Ambassador to the U.S.
Jan Eliasson; John H. Marburger III, Director,
Office of Science and Technology Policy; 2001
Nobel laureates Eric A. Cornell, Wolfgang
Ketterle, and Carl E. Wieman (Physics), William
S. Knowles (Chemistry), Leland H. Hartwell
(Physiology or Medicine), George A. Akerlof, A.
Michael Spence, and Joseph E. Stiglitz (Economic
Sciences), and United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan (Peace); former President Nelson
Mandela of South Africa, 1993 Nobel Peace lau-
reate; and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres of
Israel, 1994 Nobel Peace laureate.

Executive Order 13236—Waiver of
Dual Compensation Provisions of the
Central Intelligence Agency
Retirement Act of 1964
November 27, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
292 of the Central Intelligence Agency Re-
tirement Act of 1964, as amended (50 U.S.C.
2141), and in order to conform the Central
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System to the Civil Service Retire-
ment and Disability System, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. The Director of Central Intel-
ligence may waive the application of the dual
compensation reduction provisions of sec-
tions 271 and 273 of the Central Intelligence
Agency Retirement Act (50 U.S.C. 2111 and
2113) for an employee serving on a tem-
porary basis, but only if, and for so long as,
the authority is necessary due to an emer-
gency involving a direct threat to life or prop-
erty or other unusual circumstances. Em-
ployees who receive both salary and annuity
pursuant to this authority may not earn addi-
tional retirement benefits during this period
of employment. This authority may be dele-
gated as appropriate.

Sec. 2. Nothing contained in this order
is intended to create, nor does it create, any
right, benefit, or privilege, substantive or

procedural, enforceable at law by a party
against the United States, its agencies, offi-
cers, employees, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 27, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 28, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on November 29.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the
United Nations
November 28, 2001

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
back to the White House our friend Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan. Today we’ve had
a valuable discussion about how to make sure
that the good intentions of America and oth-
ers around the world are met, and those in-
tentions have to do with feeding people who
starve in Afghanistan.

Prior to September the 11th, there was a
lot of hunger in that country, primarily be-
cause it was run by a government that didn’t
really care about the human condition. After
September the 11th, obviously, the war has
aggravated the situation, and as I declared
to the American people, our good Govern-
ment and our great Nation is going to do
something about it.

And around the table today are people
who are responsible to making sure, as best
as they possibly can, food is delivered and
medicine is delivered and clothing is deliv-
ered to innocent, hurting people of Afghani-
stan. And the Secretary-General has been so
great on this issue, and he’s assembled a won-
derful team who are here to brief the Sec-
retary of State and myself about the efforts.

The degree of difficulty is high. There’s
no question we’ve got a large task ahead of
ourselves. We’ve got ample money, and the
United States Government has been a major
contributor of that money. We’ve got the
food. The fundamental question is, in an en-
vironment that is not very secure, how do
we get the food to the people? And that’s
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what we’re working on. And I’m convinced
that we can do a very good job of meeting
that objective.

So, Mr. General, thanks for coming. It’s
an honor to have you back. I appreciate you
bringing your team with you.

Secretary-General Annan. Thank you
very much, Mr. President, for the discussions
this morning with my team.

The Afghan people have suffered for quite
a long time through a series of wars and, re-
cently, drought. And we’ve been trying to get
food to them, and as the President said, it’s
not always been easy. Even sometimes when
we have the food in the country, we cannot
always get it to the needy.

We are now, with the help of the U.S. and
other donors, able to get in as much food
as we think we will need. But because of
the insecurity, we have difficulties reaching
the needy and the people, and we are work-
ing on that. And I hope the situation will
clarify in the not-too-distant future to allow
us to reach all those in need.

I think it is important for the public to
know the numbers we are dealing with, and
here I’m talking about refugees, Afghan refu-
gees in the neighboring countries, particu-
larly Pakistan and Iran, and the internally dis-
placed people. We are talking about 6 million
needy people—between 6 million to 7.5 mil-
lion. We are going to do our best, with the
support that we are getting.

And I think, on the political front, if I may
say a word, we are meeting the Afghan par-
ties in Bonn. Mr. Brahimi is discussing with
them as we sit here. And so far, they’re off
to a good start. The parties seem to want
a broadbased government, and I hope they
will be able to settle this—the establishment
of the government—before they leave Bonn.

The willingness of the U.S. and other
donor countries and the international com-
munity is clear, to work with them in rebuild-
ing their society. But we need a partner, and
the partner has to be an effective Afghan
Government that is cohesive, that is stable,
that will work with the donor community to
ensure that the resources that are being ap-
plied to rehabilitation and reconstruction is
used effectively.

The challenge is theirs. They have an his-
toric opportunity to put the past behind them

and form a broadbased government that will
be loyal to the Afghan people and respect
its international obligations. And if they do
that, from all the commitments that I have
heard from the President and other leaders,
the resources will be there over the period,
in a sustained manner, to help rebuild Af-
ghanistan.

So I urge them to seize the moment for
the sake of their people and for the sake of
their country.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. General.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:51 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the Secretary-General referred to U.N.
Special Representative for Afghanistan Lakhdar
Brahimi. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain
and an Exchange With Reporters
November 28, 2001

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
a friend of mine and a friend of our country,
the President of Spain, to the White House.
Jose Maria was on the phone early, right after
September the 11th. He assured me that he
would cooperate in any way possible in our
mutual desire to fight terror. And he has
lived up to his word, and for that, I am grate-
ful.

I asked nations to join us in bringing peo-
ple to justice who are evil, who don’t respect
the law, and this President responded. Re-
cently, Spain has arrested Al Qaida members
and has shared information about those Al
Qaida members, and it’s incredibly helpful.
And for that, Mr. President, the American
people are very grateful. And in our meetings
today I assured the President that our Nation
would help Spain in any way possible to fight
terror. And Mr. President, you’ve got that
assurance.

So it’s a great honor—un honor para mi
para decir a mi amigo, bienvenidos a los
Estados Unidos.

President Aznar. Dear President Bush,
may I thank you for your invitation. It is, in-
deed, a great honor and tremendous satisfac-
tion for me to visit the White House.


