Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Dec. 7

Tree. Leon and Faith’s fathers, Major
Clifford Patterson and Lt. Commander Rob-
ert Elseth, served in the United States mili-
tary. Both of these good men were lost in
the attack on the Pentagon.

Leon and Faith, we thank you for helping
us celebrate Christmas. You remind us of the
comfort of Christmas, that hope never fails
and love never ends.

And now, would you please help Laura
light up our beautiful tree.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. on the
Ellipse during the annual Christmas Pageant of
Peace. In his remarks, he referred to Peter F.
Nostrand, chairman, Christmas Pageant of Peace,
and television weatherman Doug Hill, who played
Santa Claus.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Trade
Promotion Authority Legislation

December 6, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives
for passing legislation that will restore our
Nation’s authority to negotiate trade agree-
ments. Trade promotion authority will give
me the flexibility I need to secure the great-
est possible trade opportunities for America’s
farmers, workers, families, and consumers.

Trade promotion authority is a key part
of our trade agenda. It will help us pursue
and complete trade agreements, including
the global trade negotiations launched last
month in Doha, Qatar. By promoting open
trade, we expand export markets and create
high-paying jobs for Americans, while pro-
viding opportunities for other nations as a
result of free trade.

Now that the House has acted, I urge the
Senate to move quickly to send me a trade
promotion authority bill I can sign.
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Proclamation 7511—National Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2001

December 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On the morning of December 7, 1941,
America was attacked without warning at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, by the air and naval
forces of Imperial Japan. More than 2,400
people perished and another 1,100 were
wounded, triggering our entry into World
War 11I.

Today, we honor those killed 60 years ago
and those who survived to fight on other
fronts in the four succeeding years of world
war. We also remember the millions of brave
Americans who answered our country’s call
to the battlefield, to the factory, and to the
farm, remembering Pearl Harbor by their
deeds, their devotion to duty, and their will-
ingness to fight for freedom. The attack at
Pearl Harbor fired the American spirit with
a determination that freedom would not fall
to tyranny; and the United States and its al-
lies fought to victory, preserving a world in
which democracy could grow. The tragedy
of December 7, 1941, remains seared upon
our collective national memory, a recollec-
tion that serves not just as a symbol of Amer-
ican military valor and American resolve, but
also as a reminder of the presence of evil
in the world and the need to remain ever
vigilant against it.

Now, another date will forever stand
alongside December 7—September 11,
2001. On that day, our people and our way
of life again were brutally and suddenly at-
tacked, though not by a complex military ma-
neuver, but by the surreptitious wiles of evil
terrorists who took cruel and heartless advan-
tage of the freedoms guaranteed by our Na-
tion. Their target was not chiefly our military,
but innocent civilians. We fight now to de-
fend freedom, secure civilization, and ensure
the survival of our American way of life.

As we fight to defend what we believe is
right, we remember the sacrifice of those
who have gone before us—not only the he-
roes of Pearl Harbor but all the men and
women of the greatest of generations who



