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on the Palestinians to live up to the agree-
ment. And I'm calling on the Israelis to pull
out of the occupied territory, the places, the
cities they've occupied recently, trying to set
up a situation where we can achieve peace.
That’s what I want. I want peace. And I be-
lieve it can happen, otherwise I wouldn’t be
working so hard on it. I'm an optimist. As
you can see, the way we’ve got the Oval Of-
fice here designed, it’s open, and it’s opti-
mistic, and it’s sunny. That’s what I feel about
life.

It was right in this room where Vladimir
Putin came in, and I had a fantastic meeting
with him here. Finally, we're getting rid of
the cold war, where we hated each other.
You know, if you'd been sitting in the fifties,
saying, “Can you ever imagine a U.S. Presi-
dent and a Russian President sitting here and
talking like friends,” you'd have said, “Of
course not. How farfetched is that?”

That's what T used as an example today
as what is possible in the Middle East. And
I think it is possible. All of us are going to
have to work to achieve that goal.

Possibility of a Peace Summit

Mr. McDonald. But you're not very much
into, sort of, big, set peace summits to do
that?

The President. Well, he’d better—the
problem is, the American President, when
he calls a summit, better get it right.

Mr. McDonald. He puts his personal rep-
utation on the line.

The President. This doesn’t have nothing
to do with reputation. It has everything to
do with the consequences if it fails. It'’s not
the President—see, that’s the problem. It's
not all about the person. It’s about the people
who live in the region. If a summit fails, if
the President puts—lays it out there and
nothing happens, generally the status—the
followup is worse than the status quo.

And that’s what Presidents must under-
stand. We're dealing with people’s lives and
expectations. And I think there’s a better way
to achieve what we want, is peace. Someday
that may happen, don’t get me wrong. Some-
day you may say, “I remember when I talked
to old Bush, and there he is, sitting there
with a big summit.” But now is not the time
for one. I've got a different strategy.
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NoOTE: The interview was taped at 3:07 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to U.S. Special Envoy to
the Middle East Gen. Anthony Zinni, USMC
(Ret.); President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; King
Abdullah II of Jordan; Prime Minister Tony Blair
and Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs Jack Straw of the United Kingdom;
Abu Zubaydah and Usama bin Laden, leaders of
the Al Qaida terrorist organization; and President
Vladimir Putin of Russia. The President also re-
ferred to the Tenet plan, the Israeli-Palestinian
cease-fire and security plan of June 13, 2001, ne-
gotiated by Director of Central Intelligence
George |. Tenet; and the Mitchell report, the Re-
port of the Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-Finding Com-
mittee, issued April 30, 2001. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this inter-
view. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue.
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Good morning. This weekend, Laura and
I are hosting the British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, and his family at our ranch in
Crawford, Texas. America has no better ally
in our war against terrorism than Great Brit-
ain.

Six months ago, when the United States
launched military strikes against Al Qaida
training camps and the Taliban regime in Af-
ghanistan, British forces were right by our
side. And the success of Operation Enduring
Freedom owes much to the strong support
from allies like Great Britain. Yet, the war
against terrorism is far from over. It will con-
tinue in Afghanistan and beyond.

The world has been brutally reminded
these past 2 weeks of the price exacted by
terror. Prime Minister Blair and I will spend
much of our time this weekend discussing
the tragic outbreak of violence in the Middle
East. Across the world, people are grieving
for Israelis and Palestinians who have lost
their lives.

When an 18-year-old Palestinian girl is in-
duced to blow herself up and in the process
kills a 17-year-old Israeli girl, the future itself
is dying—the future of the Palestinian people
and the future of the Israeli people. The
United States is strongly committed to find-
ing a just settlement in the Middle East. That
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settlement must lead to two states, Israel and
Palestine, living side by side in peace and
security.

This goal can never be realized through
terrorism. It can only be realized through a
political process. Arab governments, the Pal-
estinian leadership, and the Palestinian peo-
ple must recognize that suicide bombings are
jeopardizing the very possibility of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state. This week, I called
upon the Palestinian leadership to order an
immediate and effective cease-fire and a
crackdown on terrorist networks.

Israel, too, faces hard choices. America will
always be a committed friend of Israel, and
we recognize Israel’s right to defend itself
against terror. Yet, to lay the foundations of
future peace, I've asked Israel to halt incur-
sions into Palestinian-controlled areas and
begin withdrawing from those cities it has
recently occupied.

Next week, Secretary of State Powell will
travel to the Middle East to seek broad inter-
national support for these principles and to
work towards a cease-fire that will lead to
a political settlement. I have no illusions
about the difficulty of this mission. Yet, our
determination is strong. We’'ll work closely
with nations in the region and with close al-
lies such as Great Britain to end this conflict
and to begin an era of peace.

This could be a hopeful moment in the
Middle East. A number of Arab leaders have
endorsed a proposal that brings them closer
than ever to recognizing Israel’s right to exist.
The United States is on record supporting
the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian
people for a Palestinian state. And Israel has
recognized the goal of a Palestinian state.

I believe the region could write a new story
of democracy and development and trade
and join the progress of our times. Yet,
progress requires an atmosphere of peace,
and peace requires acts of leadership, not
acts of terror.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:20 a.m.
on April 5 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 6. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 5 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
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Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

The President’s News Conference

With Prime Minister Tony Blair of
the United Kingdom in Crawford,

Texas

April 6, 2002

President Bush. Good morning. Laura
and I are very honored to have our friends
Tony and Cherie Blair and their family visit
us here in Crawford. We appreciate the rain
that the Prime Minister brought with him—
[laughter]—and so do the other farmers and
ranchers in the area. Mr. Prime Minister,
thanks for bringing it.

Prime Minister Blair. My pleasure,
George. [Laughter]

President Bush. 1t is always a pleasure
for any American President to welcome the
Prime Minister of Great Britain, because
ours is a special and unique relationship. And
our relationship is strong because of my re-
spect for the Prime Minister. I appreciate
his advice. I appreciate his counsel, and I
appreciate his friendship.

This morning I conveyed to the Prime
Minister the condolences of the American
people for the recent passing of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother. This
remarkable woman is warmly remembered
on both sides of the Atlantic for her grace
and her strength and particularly for her in-
spiration she provided during the darkest
days of World War I1.

Today, the bond between our peoples that
she symbolized is stronger than ever. Our na-
tions share more than just a common lan-
guage and a common history. We also share
common interests and a common perspective
on the important challenges of our times.

No nation has been stronger in fighting
global terrorism than Great Britain. I'm ex-
tremely grateful for the Prime Minister’s
courageous leadership since September the
11th. And the world is grateful for all that
Great Britain has contributed in the war
against terror, everything from special forces
to ground forces to naval forces to peace-
keepers.



