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and said, public education ought to be a top
domestic priority. We passed historic reforms
which sets high standards and, at the same
time, trust the Governors and local folks to
manage the path for excellence. The people
who care more about the Iowa children when
it comes to education, are Iowans, not people
in Washington, DC.

One thing that’s pretty interesting to note
is that some of these tax reforms are going
to expire at the end of 10 years, or in 2011.
It’s a quirk in the law. I think that doesn’t
make much sense. It’s going to be hard to
plan your future, if you think all of a sudden
these things get kicked in full time and then
go away. They need to make these tax cuts
permanent. For the good of the working peo-
ple in America, for the good of families, for
the good of small businesses, for the good
of farmers and ranchers, we need to make
the tax relief plan permanent in the Tax
Code.

There is a lot of issues facing us. But one
of the issues I want to talk quickly about—
not an issue, just—I want to remind you
about—is that if you want to fight the war
against terror and you’re living right here,
you want to stand up against evil, love your
neighbor like you’d like to be loved yourself.
People ask me all the time, people say, ‘‘What
can I do? How can I help? What can I do
to make the country I love as strong as it
can be?’’ And that is, just do some good in
your neighborhood.

It is these acts—millions of acts of kind-
ness and compassion that really define our
country. It’s the hearts and generous spirit
of Americans from all walks of life that will
help us stand squarely in the face of evil.
When you tell your child you love them and
give them a hug, that’s part of making sure
the future of the country is as strong as it
can be. If you ever walk across the street
and tell a shut-in, ‘‘What can I do to help
you,’’ that is part of defining the great com-
passion of our country.

I believe 9/11 was a wake-up for America.
It made us realize that we’re vulnerable, that
two oceans no longer separate us from terror,
and we’ve got to do something about it, and
we are. But I also know that 9/11 really made
us remember what is important in life, that
families are important and children are im-

portant and loving a neighbor like you’d like
to be loved yourself is incredibly important.

To me, one of the most—the most mean-
ingful of moment—or one of the most mean-
ingful moments came when the people on
Flight 93 got on the cell phones on that air-
plane, and listened to what was taking place
on the ground. And they called their loved
ones, and they said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They said
a prayer, and they drove the plane into
ground to save somebody else.

It’s the American spirit of sacrificing for
something greater than ourselves. And that
thing greater than ourselves is freedom. And
that thing greater than ourselves is a country
based upon fabulous values. And that’s why
it is my honor, not only to be here today
but to be the President of the greatest coun-
try on the face of the Earth, because of our
great people.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
warehouse at General Mills, Cedar Rapids. In his
remarks, he referred to William ‘‘Bill’’ F. Mowery,
plant manager, General Mills, Cedar Rapids; and
Gov. Thomas J. Vilsack of Iowa. The President
also referred to ANWR, the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for
Senatorial Candidate Greg Ganske
in Cedar Rapids
April 15, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thank you all.
Please be seated. Well, Greg, thank you very
much for that warm introduction. I want to
thank you all for the warm welcome. I’m here
because I want Greg Ganske to become the
next United States Senator from Iowa.

I’ll never forget that I ended up where I
am because of the good folks in Iowa. It all
started here. And I want to thank many of
you who—I want to thank you all so very
much for making this, Greg tells me, the larg-
est fundraiser in Iowa history. I want to thank
you all very much for supporting Laura and
me. I want to thank those of you involved
in the grassroots politics in Iowa for all your
hard work, for the phones you dial and for
the envelopes that you stuff. I want to thank
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you all for working hard to make our country
as great a country as it can possibly be.

It is an honor to be back in Iowa. I’m only
sorry that First Lady Laura Bush didn’t come
with me. Like Ganske, we both married
above ourselves. [Laughter] I appreciate
Corrine Ganske. I appreciate her patience.
I appreciate her willingness to work with
Greg to ensure that he becomes the next
United States Senator from Iowa. I was most
impressed that Ganske’s mother-in-law
came. [Laughter] That’s a good sign. [Laugh-
ter]

I want you to know that I am incredibly
proud of Laura, just as proud of Laura as
Greg is of Corrine. She has brought a lot
of calm and steadiness to our country. You
know, when I asked her to marry me, she
was a public school librarian. She didn’t par-
ticularly care for politics. She wasn’t all that
thrilled to be around politicians. But people
in America are now beginning to realize why
I asked her to marry me. A lot of folks are
still somewhat concerned as to why she said
yes. [Laughter] But I want you to know that
she is doing a fabulous job, and I’m really
proud of her.

I want to thank Greg’s colleague Jim
Leach for being here tonight. Jim Leach is
one of the true class acts of the United States
Congress. He still reminds me that he was
a fine wrestler in high school and college but
not nearly as good as Dan Gable, and I want
to thank Dan Gable for being here as well
tonight, too. I know Greg is proud to call
you friend and supporter, and I know Iowa
is proud to call you son. And they’re also
proud of Cael Sanderson and his incredible
accomplishments as one of the finest college
athletes ever. Cael, thank you for being here
tonight as well.

I know that two former Governors are
here, friends of mine, people who distin-
guished themselves when they held the high
honor of being Governor of Iowa, and that’s
Terry Branstad and Bob Ray. I want to thank
you all for coming.

I know that Ron Corbett is here, and I
appreciate Ron helping Greg, and I appre-
ciate him being the president of the Cedar
Rapids Chamber of Commerce. And Chuck
Larson, the chairman of the Republican

Party, he’s doing a fantastic job on behalf of
the Republicans in Iowa.

But most of all, I want to thank Greg for
his willingness to run for the Senate. You
know, Washington, DC, needs people like
Greg who care more about getting things
done than trying to be as shrill as they pos-
sibly can be. Washington, DC, needs people
of accomplishment, people who are not inter-
ested in needless partisan fighting but who
put America—and Iowa, in this case—fore-
most in their agenda. And that is Greg
Ganske.

I was here today at General Mills, and I
want to thank that fine company for their
hospitality and remind people that April
15th, today, can actually be called tax relief
day. [Laughter] I came to Iowa, and I laid
out a tax relief plan in Des Moines, Iowa—
it’s the first place that I talked about it. And
I said, ‘‘If you give me a chance to be the
President, I look forward to taking your mes-
sage to Washington, DC.’’ And that is, first
of all, that the money we’re dealing with is
not the Government’s money; it’s the peo-
ple’s money.

I said as plainly as I could, ‘‘If you give
me a chance to be the President, I’m going
to work with whoever will listen, to make
sure people have got plenty of money, their
own money in their pockets, so they get to
make the decisions as what to do with their
own money.’’ And thanks to people like Greg
Ganske, we delivered on that promise. Tax
relief was incredibly important not only to
working families in America; tax relief came
at the right time. Our economy was begin-
ning to grind down. Our economy was slow-
ing down too much.

And people in Washington, people like
Ganske and Leach and others, understand
that when you let people keep their own
money, they will spend. And when they
spend on goods and services, somebody is
going to produce those goods and services.
And when somebody produces those goods
and services, it means jobs for the working
people. Thank goodness we cut the taxes on
the American people when we did.

And part of that tax relief not only deals
with the marriage penalty—because Greg
and I and others, believe we ought to pro-
mote families and promote marriage—part
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of it recognizes the—many in Iowa are strug-
gling to raise children. Single moms is—the
toughest job in our country is being a single
mom. And we increased the child credit.

But the other thing we did which was im-
portant for Iowa is that we put the death
tax on its way to extinction. It is important
for Iowa farmers—repealing that death tax
is important for people who own the land.
It makes no sense to have a Tax Code that
taxes people’s assets twice.

Now, what’s curious about how the United
States Senate works is that the repeal of the
death tax is not permanent. In 2011, it can
come back to haunt small-business owners
and farmers and ranchers and people who
work all their life to leave their assets to their
children. And what we need is to make all
tax relief permanent, and Greg Ganske is
willing to make that tough vote, and I appre-
ciate that very much.

There’s a practical reason to elect Ganske,
because he’s going to be part of the change
of leadership in the United States Senate.
And when we change the leadership in the
United States Senate, thanks to his election,
Senator Chuck Grassley will become chair-
man of the Finance Committee, and that’s
going to be good for Iowa. And that’s not
only good for Iowa, that’s good for America.
I appreciate Chuck. I appreciate his hard
work. He, like Greg, is a fine, solid—solid—
citizen who represents your State with a lot
of class and a lot of distinction in Wash-
ington, DC. We need a majority because I
want my judges to be given a fair hearing.

I want to tell you I appreciate Greg’s un-
derstanding of the importance of trade. Jim
Leach reminded me that here in Cedar Rap-
ids—this is a town that relies upon trade—
more dollars per capita generated through
trade than almost any other city in the United
States. Of any city in the Nation that under-
stands the importance of trade, it’s right
here.

And the President needs what’s called
trade promotion authority. I need the ability
to negotiate trade agreements all around the
world. There are some in Washington, DC,
who want to build walls and protection
around America, but a confident nation is
one that tears those walls down. We are the

best farmers in the world, and we ought to
be selling Iowa products all across the world.

I appreciate very much Greg’s under-
standing of the need for a comprehensive en-
ergy policy. I submitted a plan to the House
that Greg sponsored and supported, that is
a balanced plan. It says on the one hand
we’ve got to do a better job of conserving
energy in America, and we’ve got to use our
technologies to lead the way to not only
cleaner air but to better conservation. I be-
lieve that one of these days we’re going to
have brand new types of cars that are going
to make us less dependent on foreign sources
of crude oil, and we’ll be more better at
cleaning our air. And that’s coming down the
road. And part of the bill that we worked
together on has got those incentives for tech-
nological development, and it’s going to hap-
pen. It’s going to happen in our lifetime.

But I want you to know that in the mean-
time, for the sake of economic security and
for the sake of national security, we need to
be finding more energy at home. We import
more than 50 percent of our energy from
around the world. And some of those coun-
tries from which we import, they don’t like
America. And I don’t like to be in a position
of having to rely upon energy from countries
that don’t like us.

I’ve heard the rhetoric like you. I just want
you to know, I’ve got all the confidence in
the world that we’ll be able to explore at
home and protect the environment. Tech-
nology has developed so that we can have
a exploration program that doesn’t perma-
nently scar the environment, that under-
stands the importance of environmental pol-
icy. And as we’re working on sound, com-
prehensive energy policy, we must also work
on renewables—renewables such as ethanol.

All of these elements are a part of an en-
ergy bill that Greg helped get out of the
House, that is stalled in the United States
Senate. I repeat: For the sake of economic
security of those who work for a living and
for the sake of national security, we need
Senators in Washington, DC, who will pro-
mote and work for sound energy policy. It’s
good for the country.

I appreciate Greg’s big heart. He’s a fellow
who’s always served his fellow citizen. He’s
used his God-given talents as a surgeon to
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help those in need, and that’s important, to
have people with big hearts in Washington,
DC. I appreciate his deep concern about the
Medicare funding formulas that so affect
rural Iowa. He gave me an earful on Air
Force One, I want you to know. [Laughter]
I appreciate so very much his concern about
the doctor-patient relationship and making
sure that’s intact.

But most of all, the thing I appreciate him
is, he’s a good thinker and a hard worker
who cares deeply about the citizens of this
State. Greg Ganske is going to make a
United—a fine United States Senator, and
there’s no doubt in my mind he’s going to
win next November. And I look forward to
working with him in the Senate on a lot of
issues other than those I’ve discussed.

I want to talk about three issues facing
America. First, our homeland security. My
most important job is to make sure the
enemy doesn’t hit us again. My most impor-
tant job is to protect innocent Americans.

You need to know that the nature of the
people we’re dealing with, they’re cold-
blooded killers. They hate us, and you know
why they hate us? They hate us because we
love freedom. They hate us because we love
the fact and honor the fact that we worship
freely in America. They can’t stand the
thought of free elections, free press. And
they’re out there.

But I also want you to know, we’re doing
everything in our power to protect the home-
land. We’ve got a homeland security strategy
that is preparing our noble and brave first-
responders, should something happen—that
would be the police and the fire and the
EMS folks. We’ve got an initiative on bioter-
rorism that’s smart and wise. We’re increas-
ing our security at our borders. We want an
INS—that’s the folks who’re supposed to
know who’s coming in and coming out—to
be modern. We want to know who’s coming
in our country and why they’re coming in
and if they’re leaving when they’re supposed
to be leaving.

And I also want to assure you that any time
we get any lead, any hint that somebody
might try to do something to an American
citizen or an American city, we’re respond-
ing. We’re chasing down every single lead
there is. We’re on alert. Our law enforcement

officials are communicating much better
than ever before.

But the best way to secure the homeland
is to run down the killers, one by one, and
bring them to justice, and that’s exactly what
we’re going to do. History has called us into
action. And we’re not going to tire, because
when it comes to the defense of our free-
doms, when it comes to civilization itself, this
Nation is going to stand tall.

You know, I can’t imagine what was going
through the minds of the Al Qaida killers.
I guess they just thought they were going
to hit us, and because we were so material-
istic, in their minds, so self-absorbed, so in-
credibly selfish, that all we were going to do
was file a lawsuit. [Laughter] They were
wrong. Any time anybody—any time it comes
to defending that which we hold dear, this
Nation will be strong and resolute and deter-
mined.

I’m sure you’ve read about the budget pri-
orities that I—the budget I submitted, with
its priorities. And by far the biggest priority
is a increase in the spending for our national
security and the defense budget. And I want
to explain why.

First, any time we commit a troop into ac-
tion, that person must have the best equip-
ment, the best training, the best possible—
the best pay possible. You see, I’ve heard the
debates in Washington about how high the
budget is. The price of freedom is high, but
as far as I’m concerned, it’s never too high.

I’ve also submitted a budget that’s in-
creased because we’re in this thing for the
long haul. There is no calendar on my desk
that says, by such and such a date we’re going
to quit. I don’t feel any constraints of time.
I’m a patient man. And fortunately, so is the
United States of America, much to the cha-
grin of our enemy.

Our first task was to uphold the doctrine
that said, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, you’re
just as guilty as the terrorists.’’ And the
Taliban understood—understands now ex-
actly what the United States of America
meant.

But I want to assure you that this great
Nation does not seek revenge. We seek jus-
tice. We don’t have revenge in our heart.
We’re going to defend freedom by holding
people accountable. The Taliban, the hosts
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to the parasites, was one of the most back-
ward and barbaric governments that modern
man has ever seen. And thanks to a vast coali-
tion and the United States military, we rout-
ed them out.

And as a result, we were liberators of a
country. It’s so important for you all to re-
mind the young, your children or your neigh-
bors, that this great, mighty Nation freed
people. We gave people a chance—young
girls a chance to go to school for the first
time in their life. Not only are we protecting
the homeland, we’re also protecting the
human dignity of people around the world.

There’s a lot of work to be done. Afghani-
stan is still a dangerous place. A couple of
weeks ago they bunched up, and we got
them. I don’t know if they’re going to bunch
up again. [Laughter] But if they do, we’re
going to rout them out. We denied sanctuary
for them. We’ve ruined their training bases.
We’re disrupting their finances. We got them
on the run. We’re treating them exactly the
way they are, international criminals. And the
only way to treat an international criminal
is to hunt them down and bring them to jus-
tice. For the good of the world, this country
is going to do exactly that.

And I meant what I said when I talked
about making sure that our Nation or our
friends are never threatened or blackmailed
by some of the world’s worst leaders, har-
boring and developing the world’s worst
weapons. We cannot allow nations that—run
by people who have gassed their own citi-
zens, nations who want to destroy our friends
and allies, nations who hate America, to de-
velop and deploy weapons of mass destruc-
tion. You need to know I’m patient. I’ll con-
sult with our allies and friends. I’m steady
when it comes to the mission, but they’re
not going to get away with it. For the good
of our future, they’re not going to get away
with it.

And so our Nation has got to keep its reso-
lution. But that’s easy, because this is such
a fabulous land. We know what’s at stake.
I want you to know that out of this evil is
going to come some good, and I firmly be-
lieve that. If we remain steadfast and strong
and determined to rout out terror, we can
achieve peace in the world. That’s my dream,
and that’s my hope. Oh, I know talking about

military budgets and getting them and all that
stuff is part of my—the way I talk. But you
just need to know, in my heart is the drive
and desire to achieve lasting peace.

And we’re willing to work for peace in re-
gions of the world where some may say peace
never has a chance. I am very proud of the
hard work and the diligent effort of Secretary
of State Colin Powell, working to lay the
foundations for peace in the Middle East.

And I also believe that out of this evil will
come incredible good at home. People say,
they say, ‘‘Well, gosh, I want to try to con-
tribute in the war against terror.’’ And there’s
an easy way to do that: It’s to love a neighbor
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. If
you want to fight evil, do some good: Mentor
a child; start a program in your church or
your synagogue or a mosque that feeds the
hungry; understand that in our Nation there
are pockets of hopelessness and despair, but
those pockets of hopelessness and despair
can be changed as a result of loving Ameri-
cans working hard to save our country one
heart and one soul, one conscience at a time.

No, the enemy hit us, but they have given
us a good chance to work for peace and to
show the world the true compassion of Amer-
ica. If there’s a young one out there looking
for something to do, we’ve got what’s called
the USA Freedom Corps. Go to the Peace
Corps and help spread American values. Be-
come a teacher and teach a child not only
how to read and write and add and subtract,
but teach them the important values that
make our country unique.

I always have said that I believe our Nation
can work together to change a culture which
has said, ‘‘If it feels, just go ahead and do
it,’’ and, ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame
somebody else.’’ I believe—I believe we’re
in the process of ushering in a new type of
culture, one which says, we’re all responsible
for the decisions we make in life; that if
you’re a mom or dad—that if you happen
to be fortunate enough to be a mother or
a father, it’s your responsibility to love that
child with all your heart and all your soul;
if you’re fortunate enough to be an Amer-
ican—responsibility to love your neighbor;
that if you run in—if you’re in corporate
America, you have a responsibility to your
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workers and your shareholders to fully dis-
close assets and liabilities.

And this great country is responding. The
gathering momentum of millions of acts of
kindness truly defines our Nation. The notion
of sacrificing for something greater than
yourself has become a part of our national
conscience. Sacrifice, again I repeat, is to
help somebody in need.

That sacrifice came very clear to me and
Americans on Flight 93, when people, pas-
sengers, people going to work or wherever
they were going to, were on cell phones and
realized America was under attack and real-
ized the plane they were on was going to
be used as a weapon. And they told their
loved ones they loved them, said a prayer,
and sacrificed their lives so others could live.

To me, that defines the American spirit
and what is possible, in all kinds of ways,
across the country. The evil ones hit us, but
this great Nation is not going to allow the
evil ones to have its day. This great Nation
will rise up, with its goodness and kindness
and compassion, and show the world not only
our strength, not only our determination, but
show the world we understand the true
meaning of love.

I want to thank you all for coming tonight.
It is my honor—it is my incredible honor to
be the President of the greatest Nation on
the face of the Earth. May God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:23 p.m. at the
U.S. Cellular Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Dan Gable, former head coach, men’s wres-
tling, University of Iowa; and Cael Sanderson,
wrestler, Iowa State University.

Statement on the Death of
Byron R. White

April 15, 2002

Laura and I are saddened by the news of
the passing of Justice Byron White. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
friends. Justice White was a distinguished ju-
rist who served his country with honor and
dedication. He will be missed.

Remarks on the Proposed
Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment to
the Constitution
April 16, 2002

Well, John, thank you very much for invit-
ing me to this beautiful room, and thank you
all for coming today.

Justice is one of the defining commitments
of America. In our war against terror, I con-
stantly remind our fellow citizens: We seek
justice, not revenge. We seek justice for vic-
tims. We seek justice for their families. And
for justice to prevail in our struggle for free-
dom, we must rout out terrorist threats wher-
ever they exist. And that’s exactly what this
country is going to do. And while the war
goes on and while our fight for freedom con-
tinues, we will continue to work for justice
at home, including justice for the victims of
violent crime.

I appreciate John Ashcroft’s leadership, his
stand on principle, and his wise counsel dur-
ing my time as the President. I appreciate
so very much Senator Feinstein and Senator
Kyl carrying this cause that I’m here to sup-
port. I want to thank the chairman, and I
want to thank the ranking member of the
Judiciary Committee for coming as well, Sen-
ator Leahy and Senator Hatch. I want to
thank all the Members from the United
States Congress for being here, Congress-
men Barrett and Chabot and Wicker.

I too want to thank John Walsh. I appre-
ciate not only you standing up for victims;
I appreciate you putting the pictures of the
Al Qaida killers on the TV screen to help
America remain alert, to help this country
understand that we’re still in danger from at-
tack. I want to thank you for being a good
American, and I want to thank you for help-
ing the cause.

I want to welcome the leaders of victim
rights groups from all around the country.
I particularly want to thank and congratulate
those who are award winners today.

As John mentioned, in the year 2000,
Americans were victims of millions of crimes.
Behind each of these numbers is a terrible
trauma, a story of suffering, and a story of
lost security. Yet, the needs of victims are
often an afterthought in our criminal justice
system. It’s not just; it’s not fair; and it must
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