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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in Cam-
eron Hall as part of the George C. Marshall
ROTC Award Seminar. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gen. Richard B. Myers, USAF, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Maj. Gen. (Vir-
ginia militia) Josiah Bunting III, superintendent,
Virgina Military Institute; Maj. Gen. John T.D.
Casey, USA, commanding general, U.S. Army
Cadet Command; former Secretary of the Army
John O. Marsh, Jr.; Albert J. Beveridge 111, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, George C. Mar-
shall Foundation; and Abu Zubaydah, a leader of
the Al Qaida terrorist organization who was cap-
tured March 28.

Proclamation 7542—Death of
Byron R. White

April 17, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of
Byron R. White, retired Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States, I
hereby order, by the authority vested in me
as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, that the flag
of the United States shall be flown at half-
staff on the day of his interment. On such
day the flag shall be flown at half-staff until
sunset upon all public buildings and grounds,
at all military posts and naval stations, and
on all naval vessels of the Federal Govern-
ment in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions; and at all U.S. embas-
sies, legations, consular offices, and other fa-
cilities abroad, including all military facilities
and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:09 a.m., April 19, 2002]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 22.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
President Andres Pastrana of
Colombia and an Exchange With
Reporters

April 18, 2002

President Bush. Before the President and
I will answer a couple of questions from both
the U.S. side and the Colombian side, I do
want to welcome my friend Andres Pastrana
back to the White House.

President Pastrana is a—has taken on a
huge task in his country. One is to defend
democracy and the institutions of democracy,
and he’s done a great job at that. Secondly,
is to fight—is to fight narcotrafficking. He
has led a valiant effort at eradicating coca
fields, standing strong against the
narcotraffickers.

And as well, he fights terrorism in his
country. He fights well-organized, well-fund-
ed groups that are out to destroy democracy
in Colombia. And he has been strong in his
support for democracy not only in his own
country but in the region. We had a good
discussion about a variety of issues about how
to change the focus of our strategy from
counternarcotics to include  counter-
terrorism. I explained to him that a supple-
mental I sent up to the United States Con-
gress would do just that.

As well, we talked about the need to get
the Andean Trade Preference Act passed out
of United States Senate, reconciled if there’s
any differences with the House of Represent-
atives, and to my desk as quickly as possible.
I am a strong supporter of trade with the
Andean—with our Andean friends. The
President knows first hand how important
that trade is, not only for commercial reasons
but also as a way to help fight against
narcotrafficking, provide opportunities for
people in his country.

This is a good friend, and it’s my honor
to welcome him back to the White House.

Mr. President.

President Pastrana. Thank you very
much, President Bush. Once again, thank
you for having us here in the Oval Office.
I think you've said everything.

The only thing that I wanted to say is, first
of all, thank you for your help, for your lead-
ership in helping Colombia and helping the



