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Week Ending Friday, May 17, 2002

Proclamation 7559—National
Defense Transportation Day and
National Transportation Week, 2002
May 10, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The importance of America’s transpor-

tation system became evident to all Ameri-
cans on September 11, 2001. Airliners were
diverted, airports closed, and travelers were
stranded for days as transportation systems
across the country were disrupted. In the
aftermath of September 11, the men and
women in the transportation industry have
helped restore function and trust to a system
that was traumatized. Today, Americans and
America’s goods and services are being more
safely moved to their destinations, as our
communities continue the process of impor-
tant restructuring.

We have helped secure our transportation
system with the passage of the Aviation and
Transportation Security Act, which greatly
enhanced the protections for America’s pas-
sengers and goods. And we are determined
to ensure that Americans have the transpor-
tation system and mobility that is necessary
for a vibrant economy and meaningful quality
of life.

We live in a time of unprecedented travel,
when goods and services, regardless of origin,
can be available in a short amount of time.
Thanks to imagination, innovation, and in-
vestment in transportation, we can safely
commute to work, receive overnight mail,
buy fresh fruit and vegetables, and travel
with relative ease to destinations around the
world. We also continue to make progress
in developing a transportation system that of-
fers choices and protects the environment
through cleaner, more fuel-efficient vehicles
and new, environmentally sound infrastruc-
ture.

To recognize Americans who work in
transportation and who contribute to our Na-
tion’s prosperity, defense, and progress, the
United States Congress, by joint resolution
approved May 16, 1957, as amended, (36
U.S.C. 120), has designated the third Friday
in May of each year as ‘‘National Defense
Transportation Day,’’ and, by joint resolution
approved May 14, 1962, as amended, (36
U.S.C. 133), declared that the week during
which that Friday falls be designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Transportation Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Friday, May 17, 2002,
as National Defense Transportation Day and
May 12 through May 18, 2002, as National
Transportation Week. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to recognize how our modern transpor-
tation system has enhanced our economy and
contributed to our freedom.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 14, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 15. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 11, 2002

Good morning. Next week the United
States House of Representatives is scheduled
to debate a welfare reform plan that will
touch the lives of millions of Americans. The
last time Congress reformed welfare, in 1996,
it put millions of Americans on the path to
better lives.
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808 May 11 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Because of work requirements and time-
limited benefits, welfare caseloads have
dropped by more than half. Today, 5.4 mil-
lion fewer people live in poverty, including
2.8 million fewer children than in 1996. Yet,
the real success of welfare reform is not
found in the number of caseloads that have
been cut but in the number of lives that have
been changed.

I’ve traveled all across our Nation, and I’ve
met people whose lives have been improved
because of welfare reform. I have heard in-
spiring stories of hope and dignity and hard
work and personal achievement. Yet, there
are still millions of Americans trapped in de-
pendence, without jobs and the dignity they
bring. And now Congress must take the next
necessary steps in welfare reform.

Compassionate welfare reform should en-
courage strong families. Strong marriages
and stable families are good for children, so
stable families should be a central aim of wel-
fare policy. Under my plan, up to $300 mil-
lion per year will be available to States to
support good private and public programs
that counsel willing couples on building a
healthy respect for marriage.

Compassionate welfare reform must allow
States greater flexibility in spending welfare
money. Today, confusing and conflicting reg-
ulations are keeping people from getting
help. My proposal would give States the free-
dom to redesign how Federal programs oper-
ate in their States. This will allow States to
be more innovative in providing better job
training, housing, and nutrition programs,
and better childcare services to low-income
families.

Most of all, compassionate welfare reform
must encourage more and more Americans
to find the independence of a job. Today,
States on average must require work of only
5 percent of adults getting welfare. I am pro-
posing that every State be required within
5 years to have 70 percent of welfare recipi-
ents working or being trained to work at at
least 40 hours a week. These work require-
ments must be applied carefully and compas-
sionately.

Because many on welfare need new skills,
my plan allows States to combine work with
up to 2 days each week of education and job
training. Our proposal allows for 3 months

in full-time drug rehabilitation or job train-
ing, and adolescent mothers can meet their
work requirements by attending high school.
A work requirement is not a penalty; it is
the pathway to independence and self-re-
spect. For former welfare recipients, this
path has led to a new and better life.

When I was in North Carolina earlier this
year, I met Ella Currence, a mother of four
who was on welfare for 7 years. She knew
change would be difficult, but she also knew
change was best. Ella began participating in
the State’s Work First Program. She has been
working for the last 5 years, and she put her
life in order. Ella says, ‘‘You can do anything
you want to do if you put your mind to it.’’
This is the spirit and confidence encouraged
by work.

Everyone in America benefits from com-
passionate welfare reform. Former welfare
recipients gain new hope and know the inde-
pendence and dignity of an honest day’s
work. As our recovery continues, business
will need more motivated and trained work-
ers. Good welfare reform laws can break de-
pendency and help the American economy.

My administration has worked closely with
Congress in writing the new welfare legisla-
tion. It’s an excellent bill that will provide
hope and promise, dignity and opportunity
to millions of Americans. I urge the House
to pass it and the Senate to then act on it.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:10 a.m. on
May 9 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 11. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 10 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Signing the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002

May 13, 2002

The President. Good morning, and wel-
come to Washington’s grand old building, the
Eisenhower Executive Office Building—or
as we now call it, the Ike. [Laughter]
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Today’s event is being broadcast by Farm
Radio to farmers and ranchers all across our
country. Hardworking farmers and ranchers,
whether they be from Texas or Maine, from
Mississippi or California, are up early and are
working hard. And this morning I want to
talk about the tremendous contributions that
they make, that our farm and ranch families
make to America, the support they deserve,
and why I am pleased to sign the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here: Senator Harkin, Congressman
Combest, the leaders in both the House and
the Senate. I appreciate you all coming. And
when I sign this bill, I’d like for you all to
come up here and watch me sign it.

I appreciate Secretary Ann Veneman, who
is here. I want to thank her for her hard work
and her staff for their hard work as well.

And I want to thank the members of the
farm and agricultural groups who represent
the people who work the land. I want to
thank you all for your efforts and for your
concern.

American farm and ranch families embody
some of the best values of our Nation: hard
work and risktaking, love of the land, and
love of our country. Farming is the first in-
dustry of America, the industry that feeds us,
the industry that clothes us, and the industry
that increasingly provides more of our en-
ergy. The success of America’s farmers and
ranchers is essential to the success of the
American economy.

I was honored to be the Governor of the
second-biggest farm State in the Union. I un-
derstand how hard farmers have to work to
make a living. I know they face tough chal-
lenges.

I recently spent some time with some of
my neighbors at the coffee shop in Crawford,
Texas. I know how hard many struggle. Their
livelihood depends on things they cannot
control, the weather, crop disease, uncertain
pricing. They need a farm bill that provides
support and help when times are tough. And
that is why I’m signing this bill today.

This bill is generous and will provide a
safety net for farmers, and it will do so with-
out encouraging overproduction and de-

pressing prices. It will allow farmers and
ranchers to plan and operate based on mar-
ket realities, not Government dictates.

In the past, loan rates and the minimum
price farmers and ranchers received for some
of their commodities were set too high. This
practice made the problem worse by encour-
aging surplus production, thereby forcing
prices lower. This bill better balances loan
rates and better matches them to market
prices.

It reduces Government interference in the
market and in farmers’ and ranchers’ planting
decisions. The farm bill supports our com-
mitment to open trade and complies with our
obligations to the World Trade Organization.

Americans cannot eat all that America’s
farmers and ranchers produce, and there-
fore, it makes sense to sell more food abroad.
Today, 25 percent of U.S. farm income is
generated by exports, which means that ac-
cess to foreign markets is crucial to the liveli-
hood of our farmers and ranchers. Let me
put it as plainly as I can: We want to be sell-
ing our beef and our corn and our beans to
people around the world who need to eat.

My administration is working hard to open
up markets. I told the people, I said, ‘‘If you
give me a chance to be the President, we’re
not going to treat our agriculture industry as
a secondary citizen when it comes to opening
up markets.’’ And I mean that. I understand
how important the farm economy is to the
future of our country.

To help, this new law helps keep our inter-
national trade commitments, and that’s im-
portant for America to understand. And be-
cause I believe the best way to help our farm-
ers and ranchers is trade, I need trade pro-
motion authority, particularly from the Sen-
ate. The House has passed it; I need it from
the Senate—soon. [Laughter]

This bill offers incentives for good con-
servation practices on working lands. For
farmers and ranchers, for people who make
a living on the land, every day is Earth Day.
There’s no better stewards of the land than
people who rely on the productivity of the
land. And we can work with our farmers and
ranchers to help improve the environment.
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To help them live up to the newer and
higher environmental standards, this bill ex-
pands the ECP program, which provides fi-
nancial assistance to our farmers and ranch-
ers to encourage sound conservation. And
the bill will greatly enhance the abilities of
our farmers and ranchers to protect wet-
lands, water quality, and wildlife habitat, and
that’s important.

This bill breaks a bad fiscal habit. In the
past, Congress would pass a multi-year farm
bill and then every year after continue to pass
supplemental bills. These unpredictable sup-
plemental payments made it difficult for
Congress to live within its budget. It also cre-
ated uncertainty for farmers and ranchers
and their creditors. This bill is generous
enough—the bill I’m going to sign is gen-
erous enough to eliminate the need for sup-
plemental support later this year and in the
future and therefore adds the kind of reli-
ability that farmers and ranchers need.

This bill is also a compassionate bill. This
law means that legal immigrants can now re-
ceive help and food stamps after being here
for 5 years. It means that you can have an
elderly farm worker, somebody here legally
in America who’s worked hard to make a liv-
ing and who falls on hard times—that person
can receive help from a compassionate Gov-
ernment.

It means that you can have a head of a
family who’s been working hard, been here
for 5 years, been a part of our economy, been
legally working, and that person falls on hard
times—our Government should help them
with food stamps, and this bill allows that
to happen.

It’s not a perfect bill, I know that. But you
know, no bill ever is. There’s no such thing
as a perfect bill; otherwise I’d get to write
every one of them. [Laughter]

You know, for example, I thought it was
important to have what they call farm savings
accounts to help farmers and ranchers man-
age the many risks they face. I thought that
should be an important part of the bill. It
didn’t happen; I’m going to continue to work
for it, work with the Members here on it.

I also believe strongly there’s more that
we should do for our farm community. You
know, one of the best things we have done
for ranchers and farmers is to eliminate the

death tax. It’s a really important part of mak-
ing sure that farms and ranches stay in our
families. The death tax needs to be—the re-
peal of the death tax needs to be made per-
manent. That happened in the House; I hope
it happens in the Senate soon. It’s a good
signal that we care deeply about those who
live on the land and make a living.

The farm bill is important legislation, and
it meets important needs. The bill will
strengthen the farm economy, and that’s im-
portant. It will strengthen the farm economy
over the long term. It will promote farmer
independence and preserve the farm way of
life for generations. It helps America’s farm-
ers, and therefore, it helps America.

It is now my honor to sign the bill. And
for any of the Members who dare have their
picture taken with me—[laughter]—I wel-
come.

Senator Leahy. Or vice versa.
The President. Yes, or vice versa. [Laugh-

ter] That wasn’t just—for those listening on
radio, that wasn’t just some quack yelling out.
That was a Member of the United States
Senate. [Laughter]

Please come for the bill signing. Welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:46 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)
administered by State and county Farm Service
Agency committees. H.R. 2646, approved May 13,
was assigned Public Law No. 107–171.

Statement on Signing the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002
May 13, 2002

I am today signing into law H.R. 2646, the
‘‘Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002.’’ This Act will provide a safety net for
America’s farmers, who feed America and
much of the world. The Act also will expand
nutrition programs and improve the con-
servation and effective use of our natural re-
sources.

A few provisions of the Act raise constitu-
tional concerns. The method of appointment
of the board of trustees of the fellowship pro-
gram prescribed in section 4404 of the Act
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is inconsistent with the requirements of the
Appointments Clause of the Constitution. I
am prepared to work with the Congress to
enact legislation to cure this constitutional
defect before the effective date of the pro-
gram.

Sections 6027 and 6028 of the Act estab-
lish and continue multi-member regional au-
thorities to implement development pro-
grams. Serious doubts arise concerning the
constitutionality of these regional authorities
because the members are likely Federal offi-
cers for purposes of the Appointments
Clause, but many of the members are not
appointed in the manner required by that
Clause. Again, I am prepared to work with
the Congress to enact legislation that will
cure this constitutional shortcoming by estab-
lishing the role of the members as advisory
only, or by providing for appointment of all
the members in accordance with the Ap-
pointments Clause.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 13, 2002.

NOTE: H.R. 2646, approved May 13, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–171.

Remarks on Departure for
Chicago, Illinois
May 13, 2002

Russia-U.S. Nuclear Arms Agreement
The President. Good morning.
The Press: Good morning.
The President. Today I’m pleased to an-

nounce that the United States and Russia has
agreed to a treaty which will substantially re-
duce our nuclear arsenals to the agreed-upon
range of 1,700 to 2,200 warheads. This treaty
will liquidate the legacy of the cold war.

When I sign the treaty with President
Putin in Russia, it will begin the new era of
U.S.-Russian relationships. And that’s impor-
tant. The new era will be a period of en-
hanced mutual security, economic security,
and improved relations.

I look forward to going to Moscow to sign
this treaty. It is—it will be the culmination
of a lot of months of hard work and a rela-

tionship built on mutual trust that I estab-
lished with President Putin in Slovenia.

This is good news for the American people
today. It’ll make the world more peaceful,
and put behind us the cold war once and
for all.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:32 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Remarks in a Discussion on the
Welfare to Work Program in Chicago
May 13, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much
for that warm welcome. Mr. Mayor, I’m hon-
ored to be in your presence. This man is a
great mayor of a great city. I’ve learned one
thing: I’d rather have him for me than against
me. [Laughter] And the good news is, he is
for the people of Chicago, and that’s impor-
tant, Mr. Mayor.

Michael, thank you very much for having
us here. We’re honored to be able to come
and to talk about how to make America a
more compassionate and better place for all
people.

I want to thank Rodney Carroll, who is
the president of the Welfare-to-Work Part-
nership, for being here. He has helped re-
cruit thousands of businesses across the
country, which have employed over 1.1 mil-
lion citizens who were formerly on welfare,
who are now independent and free to realize
their dreams. Rodney, thank you for your
leadership. I want to thank my two new
friends who are here, with whom we’ll be
discussing their lives and how important
work is for the future of their family.

I want to thank members of the congres-
sional delegation who are joining us today:
Senator Peter Fitzgerald—thank you, Peter,
for coming. Congressman Rod Blagojevich—
thank you, Rod, for being here. The chair-
man, Henry Hyde—thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. I’m glad you’re here.

I’m looking forward to flying back to
Washington with the chairman on Air Force
One. I announced this morning at the South
Lawn of the White House that we’ve reached
an agreement with Russia on a treaty that
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will substantially reduce our nuclear weap-
onry, so that we can enter into a new era
of relations with Russia. I can’t wait to ex-
plain it to you, Mr. Chairman, and I appre-
ciate your support.

I want to thank Judy Biggert for being
here. Judy, thank you for coming. I appre-
ciate Mark Kirk as well for coming. Thank
you, Congressman. Jerry Weller—thank you,
Jerry. I appreciate you being here. Finally,
the attorney general of the State of Illinois,
Jim Ryan—thank you, Jim.

I want you to know that we’re here to talk
about how to make America better. Before
we talk about that, I want to remind you of
one thing: My job is also to make sure Amer-
ica is safer. And the best way to make Amer-
ica safe is to not only have a homeland secu-
rity strategy that will support our mayors and
our police and fire and EMS teams all across
America; but to make America safe, we’ve
got to hunt these killers down, one by one,
and bring them to justice.

And much to the chagrin of the enemy,
we are a united country. The security of
America has nothing to do with our political
parties; it has everything to do with doing
our jobs. We are a united nation; we are a
patient nation. And we’re plenty tough when
it comes to protecting that which we hold
dear. And what we hold dear is freedom, and
we’re not going to let anybody get it.

I can’t imagine—I can’t imagine what was
going through the mind of those people.
They must have thought we were so material-
istic, so self-absorbed that all we was going
to do is maybe file a couple of lawsuits.
[Laughter] But much to their chagrin, they
realized that we’re tough. But also the world
is learning we’re compassionate as well.
While we work to make the world more se-
cure, we’ve got to make the world a better
place.

And it starts right here at home. Today
I had the honor of meeting Adrienne and
Jerry Welenc. Would you all stand up for a
second, please? [Applause] These good
folks—hold on, don’t applaud yet, until you
hear what they’ve done. They have fostered
over 90 children over the last 35 years. These
good Americans didn’t need a law; they
didn’t need a government telling them what
to do. They decided to love a neighbor just

like they wanted to be loved themselves.
These good Americans asked the question,
what could they do to save one person’s life.

If you want to join the war on terror, help
somebody in need. It’s going to be hard to
do what they’ve done; 90 children over 35
years is a fantastic feat. But it’s a fabulous
tribute to Americans making the decision to
help somebody. We can’t do it all, but we
can help one person at a time. And as we
do so, America will be a more compassionate
place. As we work hard to defy the evil ones
through military strength, we must also do
so with the kindness and compassion that de-
fine America.

I want to thank you all for being here. God
bless you for your work.

And we can continue to make America a
better place by helping people find work. We
can help America be a compassionate, decent
land, where hope can penetrate places of de-
spair and despondency, by helping people
find a job.

And that’s what we’re here to talk about,
as we reauthorize the welfare bill. It is essen-
tial that a central component of that bill be
work. We must set high standards. Over the
next 5 years, the States, and working with
the local governments, ought to place 70 per-
cent of the people on welfare into a job. It
is important not only for our society; it’s im-
portant for the people. Because as you’re
about to hear, a job is such an important part
of a person’s dignity, a person’s future.

And so one of the things about welfare—
welfare to work is, not only do we need to
encourage businesses to provide a place;
we’ve got to encourage States to get after
it, to provide training and help. Listen, the
welfare budget we’re submitting is $17 bil-
lion. That’s the same level it was when we
had twice the number of welfare cases we
had to deal with. The welfare rolls have de-
clined in half, yet the dollars are the same,
which ought to be ample money to help peo-
ple with training or drug treatment, to give
them a chance so that they can work and
realize the dignity of a job. When we reau-
thorize welfare, let us always remember that
a job is a central core to someone’s hopeful
future.

I want to make three other points, and
then I promise, Mr. Mayor, I’ll be quiet—
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for a brief period of time. The best way to
help people avoid welfare is education. Mr.
Mayor, I want to thank you for setting high
standards for the public schools of the city
of Chicago. Washington doesn’t know every-
thing, believe it or not. That may be a hor-
rible admission for somebody who lives there
temporarily to say. The best way to help peo-
ple get off welfare is to empower local folks,
is to recognize one size doesn’t fit all, is to
recognize that the more options there are at
the local level, the more opportunity it is for
people to succeed.

And finally, in order to make sure welfare
works, we’ve got to welcome faith-based and
community-based programs into the compas-
sionate delivery of help. We shouldn’t fear
faith in our society. We ought to welcome
faith. We ought to welcome the programs
that come out of our inner-city churches or
synagogues and mosques. Our Government
ought to say, ‘‘You ought to be able to access
Federal money to help people in need, with-
out losing your mission.’’ In order to make
sure that welfare works, not only do you en-
courage jobs, but we need to welcome those
programs that can fundamentally change
people’s lives by changing their hearts.

Mr. Mayor, I want to thank you for letting
me come here to Chicago. I’ve been talking
too much. So what I’m going to do is ask
Rodney Carroll, who’s in charge of this Wel-
fare to Work Partnership—one of the things
I preach is personal responsibility. There’s
also such things as corporate responsibility
in America. CEOs have the responsibility not
only to make sure that we all understand fully
their assets and their liabilities, that there’s
full disclosure, but they have the responsibil-
ities of helping the communities in which
they live. Mike has done a fabulous job doing
that for Big Brown, and Rodney’s in charge
of lining up corporate America to do that as
well.

Welcome, Rodney.

[At this point, the discussion began.]

The President. I believe the thing that’s
interesting to note is, a beneficiary, of course,
is UPS. [Laughter] You talk—for a person
who has never worked a day in her life until
UPS, you’re one articulate soul.

Vivian Kimmons. Thank you, thank you.

The President. And that’s a really good
job.

Ms. Kimmons. Thank you very much.
Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Congratulations.
Ms. Kimmons. Thank you.
The President. And your oldest daughter?
Ms. Kimmons. She’s 17.
The President. What’s she fixing to do?
Ms. Kimmons. She’s about to graduate

from the Firefighters Police Academy, to-
morrow night at 6 p.m.

[The discussion continued.]

The President. Great job. Thank you very
much, Lupe.

I think the—what we’re trying to say here,
most eloquently by these two ladies, is that
in this country, if you give somebody a
chance, they can succeed. Now, it takes extra
help sometimes, and we’ve got to provide
that help. It takes a little extra education.
We’ve got to provide that education. If we
don’t get it right the first time, we can’t quit.
We’ve got to get it right the second time.

But the key is, is that when this country
puts its mind to something, like making sure
every child gets educated or making sure ev-
erybody gets a hand—businesses cooper-
ating, local government cooperating, Federal
Government—we can succeed. And here are
two prime examples of what we’re talking
about, people who now have hope, children
who see their mom—and by the way, being
a single mom, raising children, is the tough-
est job in America; it’s the toughest work.
And that’s what makes these two stories even
more courageous and successful.

I told them, when we got it—back there
in the back they said they were nervous. I
said, ‘‘There’s not going to be many people
out there.’’ [Laughter] But I thank you for
sharing with us your hearts and your story.
For those people who are watching and real-
ize that—and maybe wondering whether you
can succeed, just look at these two ladies.
They’re great examples of what is possible,
what is possible.

Mr. Mayor, one of the things you do is
you run a great city, and you care deeply
about the lives of the citizens here. In the
city of Chicago, the welfare rolls are down
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by 70 percent. We’re proud of your record,
Mr. Mayor, and we’d love to hear from you.

[The discussion continued.]

The President. Michael, I want to thank
you all for giving us a chance to come and
visit with you. There’s a lot of issues that we
face in Washington or here in Chicago. But
there’s no bigger issue than all of us remain-
ing united to show the world what we’re
made out of, that people from all walks of
life, all backgrounds, political parties, can
come together to defend our country and at
the same time elevate the spirit of this great
land, to defend common values that are big-
ger than any single individual, and to serve
a nation by helping somebody. It’s really
what we’re talking about today, people will-
ing to help themselves, as well as corporate
America willing to provide an opportunity so
people can succeed.

I want you to know that you live in the
greatest country on the face of the Earth.
The stories we hear here today speak to our
greatness and speak to the fact that we will
not rest as a nation when we see and find
pockets of despair and hopelessness, that in
order to make this country complete, every-
body has got to feel a part of its future—
not just some but everybody. Oh, I know
that’s a high goal, but it’s a goal we can
achieve. Working together, it’s something
that this Nation can do. Out of the evil done
to America will come incredible good. And
part of that incredible good is that the prom-
ise of America extend its reach into every
single neighborhood.

It is an honor for me to be here today.
And it is an honor for me to be the President
of the greatest country on the face of the
Earth. God bless. Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in a
loading area of the UPS Jefferson Street Hub. In
his remarks, he referred to Mayor Richard M.
Daley of Chicago; Mike Eskew, chairman and
chief executive officer, UPS; and former welfare
recipients Vivian Kimmons and Guadalupe
‘‘Lupe’’ Meza, who participated in the discussion.

Remarks at a Luncheon for
Gubernatorial Candidate Jim Ryan
in Chicago
May 13, 2002

Well, thank you for that warm Chicago
welcome. I appreciate your kind remarks,
‘‘Governor.’’ [Laughter] I want to thank you
all for coming. Pat, thanks for your leader-
ship. And I want to thank you all for sup-
porting this good, honorable man to be be-
come the next Governor of the State of Illi-
nois.

I want to thank all the grassroots advocates
who are here, those who man the phones
and stuff the envelopes and get out the vote.
I want to thank you for what you’ve done
in the past, and I want to thank you for what
you’re fixing to do. I can just see the head-
lines: Ryan Replaces Ryan. [Laughter]
Durkin Defeats Durbin.

And I want to thank Marie. We had our
picture taken with the Ryan family. I thought
it was never going to end. That’s a good sign.
[Laughter] If all the Ryans vote, it’s a land-
slide. [Laughter] But I want to thank Marie.
Mother’s Day must have been a heck of a
day for you, with all those kids. And I want
to thank the sons and daughter who are here.
Marie has got four sons and a daughter. It
reminds me of another name in American
politics: Barbara has got four sons and a
daughter. The difference is, is that your sons
must be treating you better. You don’t have
any white hair. [Laughter] But I want to
thank you for being a great wife, and soon
to be a great first lady of the State of Illinois.
And to you boys out there, you listen to your
mother. [Laughter] I’m still listening to
mine. [Laughter]

Speaking about great First Ladies, I’m
sorry that Laura can’t be with us today. She
is off to Europe, and she’s going to represent
our country in the Czech Republic and Hun-
gary and France. And then I’m going to team
up with her there in about 9 days. I bring
her up just to—you know, when I married
Laura, she was a public school librarian. She
wasn’t really interested in politics. And if the
truth be known, she really didn’t care for
politicians. [Laughter] But thankfully, she
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agreed to marry me, and now the American
people are beginning to see why. She is calm,
and she is steady. She’s got great values and
a huge heart. A lot of people are still won-
dering why she said yes. But she sends her
love and wishes you all the best.

And I appreciate Senator Hawkinson
being here, the next Lieutenant Governor for
the State of Illinois. Thank you for coming,
Senator.

Members of the Illinois delegation are
here, some of them looking for a ride back
to DC, I suspect. [Laughter] Just depends
on how you vote. [Laughter] But I appreciate
Senator Peter Fitzgerald for coming to-
night—today. Peter, where are you? Thank
you, Peter.

I think Chairman Henry Hyde thought I
was teasing him. I told him today I was an-
nouncing the fact that Russia and United
States agreed to a treaty to substantially re-
duce our offensive nuclear weapons. It is a
treaty that will change the relationship be-
tween Russia and the United States for the
better, for world peace. Mr. Chairman, I’m
serious about talking to you about this treaty
when we fly back to Washington. Henry
Hyde, thank you for coming. He’s what we
call a solid citizen. And so are the other mem-
bers of the congressional delegation who are
here, Mark Kirk, Jerry Weller, Judy Biggert,
as well as Ray LaHood. I appreciate you all
coming as well.

I mentioned the fact that Durkin is going
to beat Durbin. I want to thank Jim Durkin
for being here and for running for the United
States Senate. I appreciate the Lieutenant
Governor, Corinne Wood, for being here.
Thank you for coming, Corinne. And the
State treasurer—and the old State treasurer,
Judy Baar. Where is she? Thank you, Judy.
Yes, just kidding—well. [Laughter]

And finally—well, not quite finally—I’m
glad to see my old friend Pate Philip. Pate,
thank you for coming. I appreciate you being
here. I remember going to your great county
more than once to learn the lessons of good
State politics at the foot of a master. Mr. Sen-
ator, thank you for being here. And I appre-
ciate Lee Daniels being here as well. Lee,
thank you for your leadership and your
strong, strong support for the next Governor.
Thank you, Lee.

Now I’m getting to the finally. I had the
honor of knowing two great Governors, past
Governors, who are here with us today, big
Jim Thompson and Jim Edgar. Thank you
all for coming. I appreciate you, Edgar.

I’m proud to support Jim Ryan. I appre-
ciate, first of all, his heart and his philosophy.
I call him a compassionate conservative,
somebody who believes like I believe that
if you embrace a conservative philosophy and
you have a heart, you can help people. And
that’s what government is all about, is to help
people help themselves, to understand the
limitations of government, to apply govern-
ment where it needs to be applied, but al-
ways remember, the idea is to make sure the
American experience and the American
Dream reaches every corner of our country.
And that’s the way Jim thinks. And that’s an
important attitude for the people of—for the
Governor to have, for all the people. We’re
running as proud Republicans. We serve as
a proud American.

I appreciate his strong stand on law en-
forcement. He’s been given the job as the
attorney general of this State to hold the law,
to bring people to justice, to blow the whistle
where a whistle needs to be blown. And he’s
done just that. If the people get beyond the
rhetoric in this campaign and look at the
record, a record of accomplishment, the peo-
ple of Illinois will put this man in the state-
house with the big numbers, because he has
got a record of accomplishment as the attor-
ney general: The truth-in-sentencing law;
supports the first child advocacy center to
deal with child abuse; he believes strongly
in school safety. I mean, he’s got a record.

And he’s got a vision as well. See, he un-
derstands that the number-one priority of
any State has got to be to make sure every
child—every single child is educated. You
know, we passed a really good education re-
form law in Washington, and it relates to this
campaign. And I’ll tell you how in a second.

But first, it’s amazing what can happen
when you put your country or your State
ahead of petty politics. I was—and I must
confess, it did confuse some of the folks at
the Crawford, Texas, coffee shop, when I was
traveling around the country with Theodore
Kennedy—Ted Kennedy, thanking him for
working on this bill. But we put it all aside,
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all the typical Washington, DC, bickering
and name-calling, and decided to do some-
thing right for the children and passed a great
piece of education reform.

And it starts with setting high standards.
It starts with saying every child can learn in
America, not a few, not just certain kind of
children but every child. It believes that
every child can learn. That’s the way that Jim
Ryan thinks.

Secondly, it says that in order to under-
stand whether every child is learning, we
must measure. We must hold people to ac-
count as to whether or not children are learn-
ing to read and write and add and subtract.
I’ve heard all the talk about school account-
ability. Let me put it on the line: It is racist
and it is wrong not to determine whether or
not children are learning to read and write
and add and subtract. It is a mistake not to
measure.

And a system that does not measure—a
system that does not measure is a system that
has low expectations. A system that won’t
hold people to account as to whether or not
our children are learning is a system that’s
more likely just to shuffle kids through as
if they don’t matter. Every child matters in
America. And in order to receive Federal
money, after I signed this bill, the people
of Illinois and Texas and every State must
determine whether or not children are learn-
ing to read and write and add and subtract.
And if they are, we’ll praise the teachers, and
they need to be praised. But if not, here’s
your chance to change.

If we find children trapped in schools that
won’t teach and won’t change, you need to
change. You need to have a Governor who’s
willing to blow the whistle on failure. Every
child matters. Every child counts. That’s why
I’m for Jim Ryan. He’s willing to take on the
status quo when he finds children in schools
that will not teach.

And finally, the bill I signed says that the
people who care more about the children in
the State of Illinois are the people of Illinois.
It has a strong component of local control.
We’re passing power out of Washington.
We’re giving maximum flexibility at the local
level, so the local folks can chart the path
to excellence. Listen, one size doesn’t fit all.
One size doesn’t fit all when it comes to the

education of the children of the State of Illi-
nois. And you’d better have you a Governor
who understands that and who won’t stand
for excuses and who’s willing to innovate
when innovation is needed. The number-one
priority of any Governor in any State has got
to be the education of the children of the
State. And Jim Ryan understands that.

I just came from Big Brown, UPS, where
the mayor, thankfully, was there to greet me.
I appreciate the mayor a lot. As I said pub-
licly, I learned one thing: It’s better to have
him for you than against you. [Laughter] But
I appreciate his leadership for this great city.
It’s a fabulous city you live in. And we were
talking about welfare to work and the fact
that millions of people have moved from wel-
fare to work, for the betterment of our coun-
try. It’s helped our country. It’s also helped
each individual person when they realize the
dignity of work.

And we were talking about the need to
make sure that corporate Illinois or corporate
America does its part about helping people
go from welfare to work. Big Brown has hired
52,000 people from the welfare rolls. We had
two young ladies, young moms, talk about
what it means to go from welfare to work.
It’s just a compelling story and a great morn-
ing for me.

The reason I bring it up is, we’re in the
midst of reauthorization of the welfare re-
form. And it’s important for States to con-
tinue to strive for high standards when it
comes to deploying resources to help people
find work. It’s essential you have a Governor
who feels compassionate about each indi-
vidual and who works hard and tirelessly to
provide the job training necessary and the
education necessary so that Americans can
have the dignity of a job.

And so when I talked about advocating
maximum flexibility for States in the welfare
to work—I mean, the welfare reauthorization
bill, it gave me great comfort to know that
Jim Ryan is going to be the next Governor
of the State of Illinois, because he cares
about people and he’s willing to bring people
together to achieve the common objective.

I’m confident that when you have a man
of good values who knows what he thinks,
who doesn’t need to take a poll or focus
group to figure out his direction that he’s
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going to head in life, he’s going to make a
good leader for your State. And I’m proud
to support him.

I also look forward to working with your
Governor to make sure that the State of Illi-
nois is prepared to respond, should the
enemy hit us again. And they want to. I know
that every morning when I go in the Oval
Office and read a threat—a threat assess-
ment to our country, they’re interested in hit-
ting us again. Kids say, ‘‘Why? Why would
they want to do that to America?’’ Because
they hate us. And the reason they hate us
is, we love freedom. We cherish our free-
doms. We love the idea that people can wor-
ship freely in America; that’s something we
strongly believe in. They don’t like that. And
we can speak our minds freely, and we can
come to political gatherings, make our deci-
sions in freedom. We have free press. We’re
an open society. That bothers the enemy a
lot.

And they’re still out there. And you need
to know that we’re doing everything we can,
everything in our power, to make the United
States safe. My most important job is to pro-
tect innocent Americans. Our law enforce-
ment agencies are talking like they’ve never
talked before. Anytime we get a hint of any-
thing, we’re sharing information across juris-
dictional boundaries; we’re running down
every possible lead. We operate—proudly
operate within the confines of the United
States Constitution. But there is no hint, no
lead that is insignificant, as far as we’re con-
cerned.

But you need to know that the most—the
best way to secure the homeland is to chase
these killers down, one by one, and bring
them to justice. That’s precisely what the
United States of America is going to do.

There’s been some interesting lessons.
First of all, I always kind of felt that the far-
ther we got away from September the 11th—
my worry was, the farther we got away, that
the more likely it is America will say, ‘‘Maybe
it’s not worth it.’’ I’m proud to report that’s
not the case. In my travels around our coun-
try, I have seen what must make the enemy
feel terrible, a united, resolved, strong nation
which says that we’ll do whatever it takes to
defend the values that we hold dear. And

that’s comforting to me, and it’s not so com-
forting to them.

You know, I can’t imagine what was going
through their mind when they attacked. They
must have looked at America and said that
this Nation is so self-absorbed, so shallow in
its materialism that all America would likely
do is maybe file a couple of lawsuits. They
were wrong. They found out that we are
plenty tough, and we’re going to remain
tough. I unleashed a military that should
make every one of you proud.

You will read about the budgets I sub-
mitted. By the way, right here in Chicago
I was asked, when I was campaigning here,
they said, ‘‘Hey, Mr. President, would you
ever have a deficit?’’ I said, ‘‘Only if there
was a war or a recession or a national emer-
gency.’’ [Laughter] Yeah, we’ve got one right
now. But it’s worth it because we’re fighting
for freedom. And when we bring some fiscal
discipline to Washington, it’s going to help
make the deficit short-term.

And I submitted a big budget, no question
about it, for defense. And I did it for a reason.
One, anytime we commit our troops into
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the
best training, the best equipment possible.
That’s what we owe our military. And sec-
ondly, it is important to show the world that
we’re in this for the long run, and that while
there may not be dramatic action on your
TV screens on a daily basis, we’re making
progress. And it’s going to take awhile.

This is a new kind of war. This isn’t a war
of known fronts and carrier movements and
battle stations being manned on a regular
basis. We’re facing a shadowy enemy. Look,
these are the guys that send youngsters to
their suicide death, and they, themselves, try
to hide in caves. It’s a new form of warfare,
and it’s going to require incredible patience.

And the American people have got to un-
derstand, we’re in it for the long run. Our
coalition must understand that we’re in it for
the long run. They do; I tell them all the
time, see. I say, ‘‘This is freedom we’re fight-
ing for. This is—this is—this is the most im-
portant value that we believe in, in America.
Either you’re with us, or you’re against us,
and I expect you to be with us. We’re in it
for the long pull.’’ And that’s what that budg-
et says.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 12:16 May 21, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P20MYT4.017 pfrm09 PsN: P20MYT4



818 May 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

We’ve been successful; we’ve been suc-
cessful. We enforced the doctrine that said,
if you harbor one—‘‘one’’ being a killer—
you’re just as guilty as the killer. And the
Taliban found out exactly what we meant.
But in enforcing that doctrine, we showed
another side of America as well. We showed
not only are we tough, not only are we wise
with the military strategy, not only were we
able to win a guerrilla war using interesting
new technologies, we liberated a nation.

I want the young of America to understand
that we went into a country and freed people.
We didn’t conquer people; we freed people
from the clutches of a barbaric regime that
would not even let young girls go to school.
And today, they do in Afghanistan, thanks
to the United States of America.

No, it’s going to take awhile, but we’re
making progress; you just need to know, we
really are. We’re doing a better job of cutting
off their money, and that’s important. We’re
getting the kind of—sometimes we’re getting
a hint where somebody might be trying to
hide out, and we’re kind of rallying people
to get them. There’s countries that looked
like they were potential safe havens, a nice
place for maybe the terrorists to train.
They’re no longer safe havens for the terror-
ists.

We’re just taking our time and doing our
job. And that’s what the American people
want. That’s what the coalition is seeing.
There’s a lot of people who are out there,
saying, probably, ‘‘Gosh, we kind of hoped
the United States would grow tired of all this.
It would make our life a lot easier at home.’’
Forget it. [Laughter] We’re not growing tired
of it. My most important job is to protect
the security of the American people, and I
take that seriously. I also understand, history
has called us into action, and our country will
not blink in the face of evil.

I also believe that by leading a coalition
and by being firm and resolute and strong,
that out of the evil that has been done to
America will come incredible good, starting
with peace. I believe if we’re patient and
strong and deliberate, we’ll be able to achieve
peace. And that’s important to me, and I
know it’s important to you as well. We don’t
seek revenge as a nation. We seek justice,
and we seek peace.

I also believe that out of the evil can come
some incredible good at home. I believe that.
I’m asked all the time by people that say,
‘‘What can I do to help on the war against
terror?’’ My answer is, love a neighbor like
you’d like to be loved yourself. If you want
to fight evil, do some good. If you want to
show the world what we’re made out of, that
we’re stronger than just military might, why
don’t you mentor a child. Teach a child to
read. Why don’t you go to your church or
your synagogue or your mosque and start an
initiative to help folks who live in pockets
of deep despair.

That’s how you fight the war against terror,
and that’s how we can make an enormous
difference in our own country. I truly believe
that America—the great strength of America
is our hearts and souls. And out of this evil
can come some great good. I see it all the
time. I see it in small acts of generosity and
kindness that will astound you.

Today at the Meigs Field, I met two folks
who have fostered 90 children here in Chi-
cago—90 children. It’s unbelievable to think
about that. Two good—it didn’t require a
Government act or a Government edict.
They just decided to do that. And it happens
all the time in our community. If you really
want to fight evil, find out a way to contribute
your time and efforts and money and talent
to making one person’s life brighter. That’s
how we change America. I like to say, each
of us can’t do everything, but each of us can
do one thing. See, America changes one
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time.

Out of this evil is going to come good.
There’s a new attitude in America about serv-
ing something greater than yourself. It was
highlighted to me, and I’m sure most of the
country—and history should record this mo-
ment—about Flight 93, when you had people
on an airplane. They’re flying from one place,
one part of our country to another. They find
out the plane is going to be used as a weapon.
They tell their loved ones on the cell phones
they love them; they say a prayer; and they
drive the plane into the ground to save some-
body’s life, to serve something greater than
themselves.

I truly believe that out of the evil done
to America can come a sense of serving
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something greater than a materialistic soci-
ety. And therefore, America is going to be
a more hopeful place for all. The true
strength of America is our people. That’s the
strength of our country. And I can’t tell you
how proud I am to be the President of the
greatest nation on the face of the Earth.

Thank you for coming to help Jim. May
God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:11 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Sheraton Chicago Hotel and Tow-
ers. In his remarks, he referred to event chairman
Patrick G. Ryan, chairman and chief executive of-
ficer, Aon Corp.; Marie Ryan, wife of candidate
Jim Ryan, and their children, John, Jim, Matt, Pat-
rick, and Amy; former First Lady Barbara Bush;
Gov. George H. Ryan of Illinois; State Represent-
ative Jim Durkin, candidate for U.S. Senate from
Illinois; State Senator Carl E. Hawkinson, can-
didate for Lieutenant Governor; State Senate
President James ‘‘Pate’’ Philip; State House Re-
publican Leader Lee A. Daniels; Mayor Richard
M. Daley of Chicago; and foster parents Adrienne
and Jerry Welenc.

Proclamation 7560—National
Hurricane Awareness Week, 2002
May 13, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Hurricanes can devastate our commu-

nities, endangering thousands of human lives
and causing billions of dollars in property
damage. Stemming from the ocean, the at-
mosphere, and heat from the sea, hurricanes
bring with them the potential for high winds,
tornadoes, torrential rains, flooding, and
ocean water storm surges. Their fierce and
destructive power requires that we all take
steps to reduce our vulnerability to this nat-
ural hazard.

According to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, an average of ten tropical storms de-
velop annually over the Atlantic Ocean, Car-
ibbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico. Every year,
an average of six of these storms grow strong
enough to become hurricanes. Approxi-
mately five hurricanes strike the United

States coastline every 3 years. Out of these,
two will have winds above 111 miles per
hour, qualifying them as major hurricanes.
The resulting high winds and high waves can
seriously damage homes, businesses, public
buildings, and critical infrastructure, and ulti-
mately have the potential to injure people
and claim lives.

To help avoid damage and help ensure the
public’s safety from hurricane hazards,
FEMA recommends a variety of preventative
steps for both individuals and communities.
For example, construction measures can help
minimize property destruction. These in-
clude installing storm shutters over exposed
glass and adding hurricane straps to hold the
roof of a structure to its walls and foundation.
More complex measures, such as elevating
coastal homes and businesses, can further re-
duce a property’s susceptibility. In addition,
communities can reduce their vulnerability
by adopting wind- and flood-resistant build-
ing codes and by implementing sound land-
use planning.

More than 50 million people live along
hurricane-prone coastlines in the United
States, with millions of tourists visiting these
areas annually. During National Hurricane
Awareness Week, I encourage those who live
in coastal areas, as well as all concerned
Americans, to be more vigilant in preparing
for hurricanes and other natural disasters be-
fore they occur. By promoting awareness of
hurricane hazards and helping with relief ef-
forts when these powerful storms strike, we
can reduce the risks of hurricane damage and
help our neighbors recover more quickly
from their devastating effects. With prepara-
tion, forecasting, and coordination, we can
save lives and improve our Nation’s ability
to withstand the impact of hurricanes.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 19 through
May 25, 2002, as National Hurricane Aware-
ness Week. I call on government agencies,
private organizations, schools, news media,
and residents in hurricane-prone areas to
share information about hurricane prepared-
ness and response in order to help prevent
storm damage and save lives.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:34 a.m., May 14, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Remarks on Signing the Enhanced
Border Security and Visa Entry
Reform Act of 2002
May 14, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Thank you all for coming. I’m hon-
ored today to sign a bill that is an important
step in an effort to secure our border, while
promoting trade and commerce. It’s a good
piece of legislation. It’s bipartisan legislation.
And I want to thank the members of both
parties who have worked hard to get this bill
to my desk.

I want to thank Tom Ridge, who’s here.
Where are you, Tom? Oh, you’re Tom Ridge,
yeah. [Laughter] At least that’s what some
of the Members are saying. I particularly
want to thank Senators Kyl and Brownback
and Kennedy, Feinstein, and Hatch for being
here—fine, fine Members of the United
States Senate. I want to thank you for com-
ing. I also want to appreciate Chairman Jim
Sensenbrenner and George Gekas as well.
These Members worked hard on this legisla-
tion. I want to thank the members of my ad-
ministration who are here.

I also want to say hello to Arlene Howard.
Ms. Howard, it’s good to see you. A lot of
folks might remember—you can stand up.
[Applause] Thank you for coming. Arlene
gave me her son, George’s, badge and—as
a reminder of the evil that had been done
to our country. You look great. I remember
when I went over to Yankee Stadium to
throw out the ball there at the World Series,
Arlene’s—one of Arlene’s other sons was
there. Where is he? Oh, there he is. Thanks
for the advice—aim high. [Laughter]

I want to thank Peter Johnson, who was
George’s partner for 12 years. Peter, thanks
for coming. It’s good to see you. I appreciate
you being here. Thank you, sir.

I want to welcome you all. I was looking
at Arlene and the brave folks here; it reminds
me of what was done to us there on Sep-
tember 11th and how important it is that we
remain tough and strong and diligent as we
seek justice, as we chase down these killers,
one by one, and bring them to justice.

And that’s a major responsibility of all of
ours, and it’s a responsibility we take seri-
ously. The country is united in our drive for
justice. This Nation is determined, and we’re
patient, much to the chagrin of the enemy.
It must make them really worried to know
that we don’t have a calendar that says, on
such and such a date we’re going to quit,
that when it comes to our freedoms—de-
fending our freedoms and securing our
homeland and protecting our innocent
Americans and never forgetting what hap-
pened on September the 11th, we are some
kind of tough. And that’s the way it’s going
to be.

We’ve got responsibilities here at home as
well, and it starts with our borders. Our bor-
ders process an incredibly huge number of
people. It may come as a surprise to some
of you, but there’s—over 500 million people
a year enter America, and half of those are
our own citizens that may have been trav-
eling. We have 11 million trucks come across
our borders. We have 51,000 foreign ships
call into our ports. It reminds us that no na-
tion can be totally secure or more secure,
unless we’re well-protected and unless our
borders are well-screened. We must know
who’s coming into our country and why
they’re coming. We must know what our visi-
tors are doing and when they leave. That’s
important for us to know. It’s knowledge nec-
essary to make our homeland more secure.

America is not a fortress; no, we never
want to be a fortress. We’re a free country.
We’re an open society. And we must always
protect the rights of our law—of law-abiding
citizens from around the world who come
here to conduct business or to study or to
spend time with their family. That’s what
we’re known for. We’re known for respect.
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But on the other hand, we can do a better
job of making our borders more secure and
make our borders smart. We must use tech-
nology and be wise about how we use tech-
nology, to speed the flow of commerce across
our borders and to identify frequent travelers
who pose no risk. We should be directing
resources to risk. We ought to be routing out
smugglers and focusing on criminals and, of
course, stopping terrorists from coming into
the country.

The bill I sign today enhances our ongoing
efforts to strengthen our borders. The pur-
pose of this bill is to help our country do
a better job of border security. It authorizes
400 additional inspectors, investigators, and
other staff on the INS over the next 5 years.
We’re adding manpower, obviously. It makes
it easier for the INS and other Federal agen-
cies to get better information about people
and products that come into America. It re-
quires every foreign visitor desiring entrance
into the United States to carry a travel docu-
ment containing biometric identification—
that would be fingerprints or facial recogni-
tion—that will enable us to use technology
to better deny fraudulent entry into America.

It strengthens the requirements that all
commercial passenger ships and airplanes
entering the United States provide a list of
passengers and crew before arrival, so that
border authorities can act immediately to
prevent someone from entering the country
if he or she poses a threat to our citizens.
It makes a lot of sense to do that. We should
have probably been doing it a long time ago.

These new measures will only be effective
if Federal authorities have access to impor-
tant information. One of the things we’ve
learned is how to better share information.
Right now, the FBI and the CIA do a good
job of sharing information. Information is
getting better shared from the Federal to the
State to the local levels. But we’ve got to do
a better job of sharing information and ex-
panding information to the INS and the State
Department and Customs agents and
throughout the intelligence community.
We’ve just got to do a better job.

This bill enables us to modernize our com-
munication, so the information flows freely
and quickly. The legislation requires law en-
forcement and intelligence communities to

continue to develop a list of suspected terror-
ists and to maintain that list and to make it
readily available, so that nobody is granted
entry into the United States that’s on the list.

In other words, we’re beginning to gather
information overseas in a much better way.
We’ve got a vast coalition of nations that are
still with us. They heard the message, either
you’re with us, or you’re not with us. They’re
still with us. And we’re sharing information,
and we can use that—better use that infor-
mation with our own agencies here at home,
to make sure that we really button us up,
that we do our job, the job the American
people expect.

The bill didn’t have everything I wanted.
I wanted a temporary extension of 245(i) in
the bill, which basically allowed certain im-
migrants, sponsored by their families or em-
ployers, to become legal residents without
having to leave the country, so that families
can stay together. I thought that made sense.
It’s not a part of the bill. I intend to work
with Congress to see if we can’t get that done
here pretty quick.

Yet, the commonsense measures will help
us meet the goal, and that’s important. It will
help us meet the goals of legitimate com-
merce and important travel. And at the same
time, it will help us keep the country secure.
Basically what we’re saying is, this is part of
a—legislative part of a national strategy.
Tom’s worked on the national strategy. He’s
worked with our respective agency heads.
And Congress has been a great partner in
this strategy. This is good work.

You know, sometimes in Washington we
actually are able to put our political parties
aside and focus on what’s best for the coun-
try. And we’re able to say, let’s make sure
America comes—is the first priority of all of
us. And this has happened in this bill.

So it’s my honor to welcome both Repub-
licans and Democrats from the legislative
branch of Government here as I sign this im-
portant legislation.

Thank you all for coming. God bless.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The President. Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:29 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
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to Officer George G. Howard, Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, who was killed in the
World Trade Center collapse on September 11,
2001, and his mother, Arlene; and Officer Peter
Johnson, Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey. H.R. 3525, approved May 14, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–173.

Statement on Signing the Enhanced
Border Security and Visa Entry
Reform Act of 2002
May 14, 2002

I have today signed into law H.R. 3525,
the ‘‘Enhanced Border Security and Visa
Entry Reform Act of 2002.’’ The legislation
strengthens the ability of the U.S. Govern-
ment to control the country’s borders, a top
priority of my Administration. The Act will
improve our ability to screen aliens seeking
to enter our country, facilitate the sharing
of border-related information among U.S.
agencies, and improve efforts to keep track
of foreign students and foreign exchange visi-
tors in the United States.

Section 2(4)(G) of the Act defines as a
Federal law enforcement agency the ‘‘Coast-
al Security Service.’’ Because no such agency
exists, and the principal agency with coastal
security functions is the U.S. Coast Guard,
the executive branch shall construe this pro-
vision as referring to the Coast Guard.

Several sections of the Act raise constitu-
tional concerns.

Sections 2(6), 201(c)(2), and 202(a)(3) pur-
port to require the President to act through
a specified assistant to the President or in
coordination or consultation with specified
officers of the United States, agencies, or
congressional committees. The President’s
constitutional authority to supervise the uni-
tary executive branch and take care that the
laws be faithfully executed cannot be made
by law subject to requirements to exercise
those constitutional authorities through a
particular member of the President’s staff or
in coordination or consultation with specified
officers or elements of the Government. Ac-
cordingly, the executive branch shall treat the
purported requirements as precatory.

Section 203 requires the President, in ap-
pointing the nine members of the Commis-
sion on Interoperable Data Sharing, to ap-

point eight of them from a list of nominees
provided by the congressional leadership act-
ing jointly. Laws that provide for appoint-
ment in the Government of individuals to ex-
ercise significant governmental authority
must provide for such appointment by one
of the means specified in the Appointments
Clause of the Constitution, which includes
appointment by the President with Senate
consent or by the President alone, but does
not include appointment by the President
from a pool of persons selected by the con-
gressional leadership. Accordingly, to give ef-
fect to section 203 insofar as is constitu-
tionally permissible, the executive branch
shall construe the Commission’s functions as
advisory only. Also, the executive branch
shall construe the Commission’s responsi-
bility to make recommendations to the Con-
gress in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to submit for
congressional consideration such measures as
the President shall judge necessary and expe-
dient.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 404(a), relating to U.S.-Canadian joint
border inspection operations under an inter-
national agreement, in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to conduct the foreign affairs of the Nation
and to supervise the unitary executive
branch.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 14, 2002.

NOTE: H.R. 3525, approved May 14, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–173.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Mahathir bin
Mohamad of Malaysia and an
Exchange With Reporters
May 14, 2002

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. Mr. Prime Minister, welcome to the
Oval Office. It’s great to see you.

I’ve been looking forward to this visit to
publicly thank the Prime Minister for his
strong support in the war against terror. He,
right after the September the 11th attacks,

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 12:16 May 21, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P20MYT4.017 pfrm09 PsN: P20MYT4



823Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / May 14

immediately went and signed a condolences
book in our Embassy, and that meant a lot.
He’s been a—somebody with whom we can
talk; we’ve got good relations. We share a
deep concern about terror, what terror
means to our respective countries, what it
means to our peoples.

Mr. Prime Minister, I want to thank you
for your friendship and thank you for your
leadership, and I want to welcome you.

Prime Minister Mahathir. Thank you
very much, Mr. President, for the invitation.
Since we met in Shanghai, I have always
wanted to follow up on what we discussed
there, in particular with regard to how we
handle this problem of international ter-
rorism. And I hope that as a result of this
visit, we will be able to understand the strat-
egy and maybe to work out how best to deal
with this problem which plagues all the
world, not just the United States. I’m quite
sure that this visit will be very fruitful.

President Bush. I think so, too. Thank
you.

A couple of questions. David [David San-
ger, New York Times].

Al Qaida Activity in Malaysia
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, when you met with

a group of us in New York, you said that
there was no evidence at that time that Al
Qaida was actively—was active in Malaysia.
American officials have now told us that they
believe some links do exist. Has your opinion
changed since then?

And Mr. President, I’d like to know wheth-
er it’s still the position of the United States
that Anwar Ibrahim has been jailed primarily
for his political opposition to the Prime Min-
ister?

Prime Minister Mahathir. Well, at that
time we were not very certain, but we have
discovered that some of these people who
were active, who planned to overthrow the
Government by force of bombs, had activity
into Pakistan and eventually to Afghanistan,
where they did meet with the Al Qaida peo-
ple.

And they—I believe that they could over-
throw the Government by force of bombs
in order to establish what they consider to
be an Islamic state.

Q. You believe they are Al Qaida?

Prime Minister Mahathir. Yes, they are.
We have found evidence that they have had
involvement with these people. But they’re
primarily in east Malaysia.

President Bush. What was your second
part of your question?

Former Malaysian Finance Minister
Anwar bin Ibrahim

Q. The question was, Mr. President, is it
still the position of the United States that
Anwar Ibrahim, the former finance
minister——

President Bush. Yes.
Q. ——was jailed primarily for his political

opposition to the Prime Minister? Or do you
believe—and do you believe he should be
released?

President Bush. Our position has not
changed.

Q. Mr. President——
Press Secretary Ari Fleischer. The Ma-

laysian press.

Malaysia-U.S. Relations
Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what

you—what we can expect of future Malaysia-
U.S. relations as a result of these talks that
are taking place today?

President Bush. Well, I think you can ex-
pect continued cooperation—intelligence
sharing, for example.

Let me finish, please.
One of the things that we’re finding is that

our enemy is shadowy. They lurk behind civil
institutions, and then they strike. They—
they’re not like an enemy we’ve known be-
fore. And in order to make sure our respec-
tive societies are as secure as possible, we
must share intelligence. We find out a lot
about movements throughout the region, and
we’re more than willing to share with the
Prime Minister’s Government what we know,
and vice versa, and that’s important. That’s
incredibly important. My most important
job—I remind this to the American people—
is to secure our homeland.

Q. Not more extensive than that——
President Bush. There’s a lot more. We’ll

talk about trade. We’ll talk about economy.
There’s a lot more to talk about. But when
it comes to the security of a homeland, that’s
about as extensive as it gets. You see, I’m
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not going to let our Nation forget or our
friends in the world forget what happened
to us on September the 11th. It could happen
to somebody else as well, and the Prime Min-
ister understands that.

And this is a very important visit from that
respect. The—we’ll also talk about the Mid-
dle East, and I look forward to hearing from
the Prime Minister on the Middle East. So
we’ll have a good discussion.

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News].

Cuba
Q. Mr. President, former President Carter

is in Cuba, about to address the Cuban peo-
ple. Has his—have his remarks complicated
your foreign policy? And what would you say
to the Cuban people, if allowed to speak di-
rectly to them?

President Bush. Well, I—you know, I ap-
preciate President Carter’s focus on human
rights. I think that’s important in Cuba, in
a place where there is no human rights.

My message—first of all, it doesn’t com-
plicate my foreign policy because I hadn’t
changed my foreign policy. And that is that
Fidel Castro is a dictator, and he is repres-
sive. And he ought to have free elections,
and he ought to have a free press. And he
ought to free his prisoners, and he ought to
encourage free enterprise.

And my message to Fidel—my message to
the Cuban people is, demand freedom, and
you’ve got a President who stands with you.
And my message to Fidel Castro is precisely
what I said. I’m going to deliver that message
next Monday in—here, and then I’m going
to go down to Miami for Cuban Independ-
ence Day.

Last question here for——

Response to Terrorism
Q. Mr. President, what do you think of

Dr. Mahathir’s definition of terrorism and his
view that the root causes of terrorism must
be addressed not through military action
alone?

President Bush. I agree with that. I think
that—but first, some of these people are
nothing but coldblooded killers, and there’s
no rehabilitation program, except for bring-
ing them to justice. I mean, there’s no way
that—these people made up their minds.

The leaders of these groups have decided
that they’re going to come and kill. And it
may be an American; it may be a Malaysian—
who knows? But we’re going to stop them.
And so the best program is to use our respec-
tive militaries, intelligence gathering, cutting
off money, to go after these killers.

Now, in terms of youngsters who are look-
ing for—you know, who are searching for a
future, if there’s a hopeless future, there may
be an opportunity to convert them into po-
tential suiciders or potential killers. And
that’s what I think we need to talk about,
about how to ease hopelessness where there
is no hope; I mean, to help people and to
help people realize there’s a better future
other than joining up with a terrorist organi-
zation whose sole intent is destruction.

That’s why education is important. Good
health care initiatives are important. That’s
why it’s important for, you know, people in
the Middle East to feel like there is a future.
It’s one of the reasons I’ve advocated a Pales-
tinian state to be able to live side by side
with Israel in peace, so that there—people
realize there’s a future, and there’s a better—
provide better choices for people other than
suicide killing.

But in terms of the senior Al Qaida mem-
bers or some of these, listen, there’s no—
as I say, I want to repeat, there’s no rehabili-
tation program for them. There’s only one
thing to do, is to get them, and we’re going
to. We’re going to bring them to justice. And
I will remind the Prime Minister it’s going
to take awhile. This is a—and we’re patient.
He needs to know that the American Presi-
dent, our Government is a very patient Gov-
ernment. And we’re steadfast, and we’re re-
solved, and we’re going to hunt them down.
And we look forward to continue working
with him to do just that. And we’ll bring them
to justice, and that’s precisely what’s going
to happen to these people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Fidel Castro of Cuba.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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Remarks at a Republican National
Committee Dinner
May 14, 2002

Thank you for that great welcome. I’m
honored. I’m glad I heard the second intro-
duction. [Laughter] You know, when I asked
Marc to become the party chairman, I knew
he was going to do a great job, and he hasn’t
let me down. Mr. Chairman, thank you for
your leadership. I appreciate that.

I want to thank Marc, and I want to thank
Ann Wagner. I want to thank Marie-Josee;
thank you very much for doing this. I appre-
ciate your leadership. I’m honored that Lew
Eisenberg agreed to serve as the finance
chairman of our grand party. Lew, thank you
for your leadership as well. I want to thank
all who made this dinner possible. I particu-
larly want to thank you all for being here
tonight.

I’ve been blessed by a lot of things. I’ve
been blessed by a great group of friends,
many of whom are here, and I want to thank
you for coming. And the country realizes now
I’ve been blessed with a great wife. I am sure
glad she said yes when I said, ‘‘Will you marry
me?’’ [Laughter] As you know, a lot of her
friends are still confused as to why she said
yes. [Laughter] But I wish she was here to-
night. She’s in Paris, and I don’t mean Paris,
Texas. [Laughter] She is in Paris, France.
The French are getting to see what America
knows, that our First Lady is calm and steady
and dignified and is a great First Lady for
the United States.

I see out there many of the members of
my team, and I’ve been blessed with a great
team. I want to thank my Cabinet officials
who are here tonight. I particularly want to
say one word about a member of my team
who isn’t here; I understand he spoke at
lunch. Somebody said to me one time, he
said, ‘‘Well, Dick Cheney is going to be a
good Vice President.’’ No, Dick Cheney is
a great Vice President for the United States.

I want to thank the Speaker. Mr. Speak-
er—where is Mr. Speaker? Somewhere down
there. Hi, Speaker. The Speaker of the
House is a fabulous Speaker of the House.
And one of the things I’m going to dedicate
myself to is to make sure he remains the
Speaker of the House.

And I’ve got another job, too, as the leader
of this party, and it’s to make sure that Trent
Lott becomes the majority leader of the
United States Senate. I look out there and
see many of the fine Members of the United
States Congress, Tom DeLay and others. I
want to thank you all for being here. Thank
you for supporting our great party. Thank
you for your leadership, and thanks for work-
ing with your President.

I also want to thank all the folks who do
the grassroots work for the Republican Party.
Those of us who have ever run for office
know full well how important it is to have
people who are willing to man the phones
and to stuff the envelopes, to carry the signs,
to stand on the street corners, to do all the
work necessary. And so, on behalf of a grate-
ful group of elected officials, thank you for
your hard work on behalf of our candidacies
and our philosophy.

You know, it doesn’t seem like a year ago
that I was here. Time is flying. Either that’s
because I’ve got a lot to do, or I’m enjoying
myself. [Laughter] The truth is, both are the
reasons why time is flying. I do have a lot
to do. But I can’t tell you how much I love
being your President, and thank you for the
opportunity to serve this great Nation.

A year ago I said that I would do my part
to try to change the tone in Washington, DC,
to get rid of the needless name-calling that
tends to go on here, to try to focus on what’s
best for America, to bring a philosophy which
is conservative and yet compassionate, to not
listen to the voices that try to tear people
down but to lift this Nation up, and to focus
on getting things done. And I believe—and
I strongly believe—that we’ve made great
progress. I feel just as strongly today as I
did a year ago about the need for the Amer-
ican people to learn that when our philos-
ophy is put into action, people are better off,
and that when they give us a chance to lead,
we lead by focusing on results. And I want
to talk about some of those results here to-
night.

First, I had the honor of signing the largest
tax reduction in years. That tax reduction re-
flected two things: One, we Republicans un-
derstand that we’re not spending the Gov-
ernment’s money. It’s the people’s money,
and we’ve got to let the people keep more
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of their own money in order to keep our
economy growing. And secondly, that tax re-
lief came at the right time.

Some of them up here read a different
economic textbook than we do. They thought
that it made sense to take more money out
of the pockets of the hard-working taxpayers
if the economy were to slow down. We think
just the opposite. We think, when the econ-
omy slows down, you give people more of
their own money so they can spend. And
when they spend on goods and services,
somebody provides the goods and services.
And when somebody provides goods and
services, it means work for American people.
This tax relief was the right thing for the tax-
payers, and it’s the right thing for the econ-
omy of the United States.

And I look forward to working with the
United States Congress to make sure that the
tax relief we passed is permanent, is long-
lasting, is real for the American taxpayer.

At the same time, I worked with Members
on both sides of our aisle to provide an eco-
nomic stimulus package, just when the coun-
try needed it. And I want to thank the leaders
here who worked with the White House, who
understands that when we encourage invest-
ment in the private sector, it is more likely
to lead to work for the American people.

I want to thank the people here who
helped me work on education reform.
There’s nothing more important than making
sure that every child in America gets edu-
cated. I don’t mean a few; I don’t mean some
who live in certain neighborhoods; I mean
every single child in this country.

We passed a bill that sets high standards.
You see, we understand that if you set low
standards, if you don’t believe people can
learn, people won’t learn. See, ours is the
party that looks at each individual and says,
he or she matters, and he or she can learn.
And we set high standards.

Ours is also the party that believes in re-
sults. Listen, if we spend Federal money—
which we do—on disadvantaged children, we
want to know. We expect results. We expect
the children to learn to read and write and
add and subtract. See, we believe every child
can learn.

So part of the reform package said that
if you get help, you must show us—you, the

States and local jurisdictions, must show us.
And if children will learn, listen, we’ll praise
all day long the teachers who are working
hard to make that happen. But when we find
children trapped in schools that will not
teach and will not change, we demand some-
thing else. No child should be stuck in a
school that won’t teach.

And finally, the core component of the
education bill recognizes that we don’t know
all—everything here in Washington. And so
we passed power out of Washington to em-
power local people, to empower people clos-
est to the children, to chart the path to excel-
lence for each child. No, this education re-
form is an important piece of legislation. It’s
conservative to trust local people; it is com-
passionate—it is compassionate to insist that
every single child in America get a quality
education.

And when Dick Cheney and I came to
Washington, we said we’d make sure our de-
fense and defenses of the United States were
strong. And we have done that. The morale
in the United States military is high. Our
folks are being trained, and they’re being well
equipped. And our Nation is better off for
a strong defense policy that we support.

We’ve made progress on key issues—key
issues—like trade. I want to thank the House
of Representatives for getting a good trade
bill out of the House. And it’s now up to
the United States Senate to get a trade bill
to my desk. It is important to open up mar-
kets for U.S. products.

We passed an energy bill. For the first
time, our Nation had an administration that
was willing to stand up and say we need an
energy policy, a policy which encourages
conservation and new technologies for re-
newal but also a policy that understands it’s
not in our Nation’s interest to be dependent
on foreign sources of crude oil, particularly
when some of those foreign sources of crude
oil don’t like us.

One of my passions, one of my legislative
passions, is to encourage programs based
upon faith and programs based upon love to
flourish all across America. The House of
Representatives passed a important piece of
legislation called the Faith-Based Initiative.
It is stuck in the Senate. It is time to get
this important legislation out of the United
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States Senate and on my desk, so we can cap-
ture and rally the great compassion all across
America, to make sure nobody in America
feels left out of this great country.

And there are issues we’re working on.
There is no more important an issue for the
President than to be able to name and nomi-
nate judges. I want you to know that this
country has got a vacancy crisis on the Fed-
eral bench, and that’s not good for America.
That’s not good for America. I’ve worked
hard to name well-qualified jurists, people
from all walks of life, people who have done
different things in their life, different occupa-
tions, but all of them great judges. And I
can’t get the politics of the United States
Senate to be set aside for the good of the
judiciary. One reason we need to change the
Senate is to make sure the well-qualified
judges I have named and nominated get ap-
proved to the benches all across America.

We’re working on an early childhood de-
velopment program. We want our Head Start
programs to be able to teach our children
the basics of reading and writing and math.
If we’re going to measure, we want little kids
from all walks of life at the same starting
point as other kids. This is essential, that we
get good legislation out of the Congress that
focuses on making sure every child learns to
read. There’s nothing more basic and nothing
more important for the future of this country.

We’re working on a welfare reform pack-
age. One of the great success stories was the
welfare reform of 1996. The welfare rolls in
America are down by over one-half. And
that’s good for taxpayers, but more impor-
tantly, it’s good for the people who’ve found
work. A job for a family means dignity, and
we must continue the reform of making sure
we help people find work in America.

And one of the interesting debates going
on in Washington, which amazes some peo-
ple—I know it amazes the people in
Crawford, Texas—is, I think a crucial compo-
nent of a good welfare reauthorization bill
is to encourage people to marry and stay mar-
ried, to encourage families—two-parent fam-
ilies. The statistics show that when there’s
a mom and dad together, a child is more like-
ly to succeed in America. And I’m proud to
strongly support family initiatives all across

this country. No, there’s a lot to work on here
for the good of the people.

Another thing we’re going to be working
on is the budget. I was in Chicago in 2002;
some guy said—a reporter said, excuse me,
said—[laughter]—a male reporter said—
[laughter]—‘‘Would you ever allow a def-
icit?’’ I said, ‘‘Only if we’re at war or only
if the Nation were in recession or only if we
had a national emergency would I allow a
deficit.’’ Well, this administration got all
three. And we’re going to have a deficit be-
cause our economy isn’t generating the tax
revenues that we thought. That will be okay
after a while. We’ll have a small deficit if
Congress adheres to the budget I submitted.
But I wanted you to know how I feel about
it.

My most important job is to protect the
American people. And one of the reasons we
have a short-term deficit is because I’ve in-
sisted that we fund our national defense to
the fullest.

My most important job is to protect inno-
cent lives, is to secure our homeland, is to
do everything we can to make sure the
enemy doesn’t hit us again. I want you to
know that the defense of our country, pro-
tecting the homeland, I don’t view as a par-
tisan issue. I view it as my duty. And I view
it as the duty of the United States Congress
to work with the President, which is what’s
happening.

I wish I could report to you that the enemy
is defeated, that they no longer are interested
in hurting us, but that’s not the case. They’re
still moving around. A lot of kids say and
write letters in and say, you know, ‘‘Why?
Why would they want to come after Amer-
ica?’’ It’s hard for people to understand, but
these coldblooded killers hate what we stand
for. They hate our love for freedom. They
hate the fact that America believes strongly
in the freedom for people to worship the way
they see fit, the people for—the freedom for
people to speak their mind, the freedom of
the press. The freedoms we hold dear are
hated by these people.

I like to remind my fellow Americans that
we’re a unique land, that we’re plenty tough.
And I guess they just didn’t understand us.
They must have thought that we were so ma-
terialistic and shallow and feeble that, oh,
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yeah, we might file a couple of lawsuits—
[laughter]—but that we wouldn’t do anything
else. Thanks to the mighty United States
military and a vast coalition of freedom-lov-
ing countries, we’ve proved them wrong.

And we’re going to continue to prove them
wrong, because this Nation is a united Na-
tion; we’re together. We’re also patient. I’ve
been so pleased and thankful that the Amer-
ican people have been so patient in the un-
derstanding of the task ahead. They don’t
have—like me, they don’t have a calendar
on the wall that says, by such-and-such a date
we’re going to quit. They understand that
we’re facing an enemy that we have never
really seen before—a faceless, nameless
bunch of people who—they’ve got leaders
who say to the youngsters, ‘‘Go blow yourself
up, and in the meantime, I’m going to find
a cave to hide in.’’ A different kind of enemy.

But we’re learning more about them. You
need to know that our intelligence-gathering
is getting better; we’re sharing a lot of intel-
ligence with our friends. And we’re going to
run them down, one by one, and bring them
to justice.

History has called us into action. History
has laid a significant responsibility on this
Nation’s shoulders, our collective shoulders.
And I’m proud to report to my friends and
proud to report to the world that we accept
that responsibility.

That’s why the defense budget I submitted
is significant. It has two principles involved
in it: One, anytime we commit our young
men and women in harm’s way, they deserve
the best pay, the best equipment, and the
best training.

And the second message is to not only our
friends but our enemies: We’re in this for
the long haul. We’re in it until we secure
our own homeland. See, we fight for free-
dom, and when somebody comes after our
freedom, this mighty Nation is plenty tough.
This mighty Nation will not relent in the face
of people who think that we will back down.

We’ve got a lot of work ahead of us. We’ve
got work ahead of us in Afghanistan, and
we’re after them. We’re going to continue
to work to make sure that the Al Qaida killers
aren’t able to bunch up or train in other spots
of the world. We’re making good progress
there. We’re cutting off their money.

But there’s some larger tasks ahead as well.
We just cannot, as a nation that loves free-
dom, allow the world’s most dangerous re-
gimes to threaten us or to team up with Al
Qaida to threaten us with the world’s most
dangerous weapons.

History is going to look back at this time,
and people are going to say, ‘‘Did the United
States have the courage to lead, or did the
United States blink?’’ And I’m here to report
to you that history will say that the United
States of America led the world to freedom.

I’m an incredibly optimistic person. I be-
lieve that there’s some incredible good that’s
going to come out of this evil. I want you
to know that I talk about our military, and
I talk about ‘‘getting them’’ in caves, but I
long for peace. You see, I know that by being
tough and strong and resolute, we can
achieve peace. And that’s what I—that’s my
hope and my goal. And I believe it’s going
to happen. I believe when the United States
leads the world, we’re more likely to achieve
peace in troubled regions and peace around
the world.

And out of the evil is going to come some
good at home, too; you mark my words. This
country is so compassionate, so decent that
we will be able to address the pockets of de-
spair and hopelessness which exist in cities
and communities around our country, not by
vast new Government programs but by the
love of the American people.

People say, what can they do to help to
fight in the war against terror? And my an-
swer is, love a neighbor like you’d like to be
loved yourself. If you’re interested in fighting
evil, do some good. The acts don’t have to
be hugely significant. Mentor one child as
a part of doing some good. If you’ve got a
shut-in in your neighborhood, walk across the
street on a daily basis and say, ‘‘What can
I do to help you?’’ That’s part of doing good.
If you go to church or a synagogue or a
mosque, rally your fellow citizens to feed
somebody who is hungry. Find a child whose
parent might be in a prison and surround
him with love.

And that’s happening in America. See, the
strength of America is not in our halls of Gov-
ernment; the strength of America is in the
hearts and souls of incredibly decent and
generous and kind people. There’s a spirit
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in this country that I can feel, that’s alive
and well, a spirit that on the one hand says,
we’ll defend our freedoms, and a spirit on
the other hand that says, not only will we
make the world safer, we will make America
better.

It has been an honor to serve as the Presi-
dent of this great country. I’m an early morn-
ing guy. I love getting up in the morning and
bringing the First Lady her coffee. I love tak-
ing Spot and Barney down the elevator and
heading out into the South Lawn. Barney
heads off with the gardener, because the rug
in the Oval Office is new and he’s quite
young. [Laughter] Spot goes in with me.
After all, she was born in the White House
during the ‘‘41’’ era and is quite used to the
accommodations. [Laughter]

I sit behind a fantastic desk that has been
used by Theodore Roosevelt—I’m a Presi-
dent; I call him Ted—[laughter]—Franklin
Roosevelt, John Kennedy, the great Ronald
Reagan. I look at Abraham Lincoln on the
wall, and I put him on the wall there because
he had the toughest job of all, which was
to keep our Nation united in the face of a
civil war. I know my job: My job is to keep
our Nation united so that we can capture the
great spirit of America, to make sure that ev-
erybody who lives in this country under-
stands our promise, our values, and our hope.
That’s my dream for the world—peace—and
our country being as hopeful for everyone
as it can possibly be.

Thank you for giving me the chance to be
the President. May God bless you. Thank you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. at the
Washington Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Marc Racicot, chairman, Ann Wag-
ner, cochairman, and Lewis Eisenberg, finance
chairman, Republican National Committee; and
Marie-Josee Kravis, dinner chairman.

Remarks at the Peace Officers
Memorial Service
May 15, 2002

Thank you very much. Thank you all.
Please be seated. Thank you for that kind
welcome, and thank you for the privilege of
joining you today at this annual tribute.

Today and every May 15th the American
flag flies at half-staff in grateful memory—
in grateful memory—of thousands of fallen
police officers. This year we pay special hom-
age to 480 men and women whose names
are being added to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial. We do so with
enormous respect and appreciation for the
courage and character of all who have an-
swered the call to be a law enforcement offi-
cer.

I want to thank my friend Steve Young,
the president of the FOP, for inviting me
to be here, and I want to thank him for his
leadership. I want to thank members of my
Cabinet who are here. I want to thank the
Members of the United States Congress who
have joined us on the stage and who are here
with us as well. Thank you all for coming.

I appreciate Aliza Clark and those who
work so hard to help the families of the fall-
en. I want to thank the United States Capitol
Police, Vernon Baker. I want to thank Daniel
Rodriguez for lending his fabulous voice in
tribute after tribute to the greatness of Amer-
ica. And I want to thank Marc Anthony as
well.

So many family members of fallen officers
have come to Washington for this service,
and I want you to know we are honored by
your presence. Standing by you today and
always are brother and sister officers who are
faithful to the memory of lost friends.

I thank all the officers in attendance and
the departments you represent. Thank you
for your loyalty to one another and for your
service to America. The loyalty of police offi-
cers is seen in the neighborhoods of America
when our officers are on duty and whenever
one of your comrades is suddenly taken from
us. That happens on average about three
times a week in the life of our Nation, and
each time we witness the powerful family
that unites the police officers of America.
When an officer dies in the line of duty, an
entire community will pause in sorrow and
in admiration with the depth of feeling
Americans reserve for people who protect us
every day.

Last September the 11th, our entire Na-
tion grieved at the loss of 72 police officers.
It was a loss unlike any we have known be-
fore, all in one moment, all at one place.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 12:16 May 21, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P20MYT4.017 pfrm09 PsN: P20MYT4



830 May 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

More than 300 firefighters and
rescueworkers died as well in New York,
along with thousands they were trying to
save. As the buildings fell, the sound, said
one survivor, ‘‘was like the roar of the devil.’’

September the 11th was a day of great hor-
ror and great heroism. It was the first day
of a long struggle against determined en-
emies. It was the first day in which this
mighty Nation will hunt down the killers and
their like one by one and bring them to jus-
tice.

It’s the saddest day in the history of law
enforcement. In his final moments, trapped
in rubble, Officer Dominick Pezzulo called
out to one of his fellows, and he said, ‘‘Just
remember me.’’ The last voice he heard was
Officer Will Jimeno, promising him they
would never forget. So, Dominick, today we
remember—we remember courage and
bravery and sacrifice.

Sacrifice like that of John—Police Officer
John Perry, who retired on September the
11th. Early that morning, he had turned in
his badge at the 40th Precinct. A moment
later, he heard the sound of the first attack
and the radio traffic that followed. He put
his badge back on and was last seen directing
people to safety at the bottom of the tower.

I have the police shield of another officer
who died on that day. His name was George
G. Howard. His mother gave me this badge.
She gave it to me in love for George, but
she gave it to me because I’m confident she
wanted her President never to forget what
took place.

We call all those we honor today, those
who lost their life in 9/11 and those who lost
their life before and after 9/11, heroes—be-
cause they are heroes. Their families are
proud of them and always will be. Yet there’s
not a husband or wife here today or a parent
or child who would not trade the honor to
have them back. In a eulogy for his son who
died on September the 11th, one father said,
‘‘I know he’s in good hands, but I wish he
was in my hands.’’ We know how you feel.

There are more than 700,000 sworn law
officers across America. When the oath is ad-
ministered, they accept great responsibilities
and accept great risk. Even in the most rou-
tine moments on watch or patrol, you protect
us. Even on the quietest day, the next call

may send you into extremes of danger. Amer-
ica is grateful. You just need to know, Amer-
ica is grateful.

We have confidence in our law enforce-
ment because we know the kind of men and
women we select and we know the nature
of the men and women we train for the job.
They’re the ones who face down threats, who
place themselves between the innocent and
the guilty, who step into scenes of chaos and
violence thinking only of whom they can
help.

No one goes into police work for the
money, nor does anybody put on the uniform
expecting a life of ease. You take the job be-
cause you respect the law and you know that
someone has to do the challenging work of
enforcing it. Fortunately, this great country,
America, has never been short of such men
and women and your devoted service, and
we are very grateful.

Every day in every place in America, we
can be thankful for the integrity and courage
of our officers of our law. Today we give
thanks for the special courage of the fallen,
those whose watch ended with their lives.
America cannot fully repay our debt to them
and to the families. We can only acknowledge
that debt, which we do today with pride and
affection of an entire nation.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. on the
West Grounds at the Capitol. In his remarks, he
referred to Steve Young, national president, Fra-
ternal Order of Police (FOP); Aliza Clark, presi-
dent, Fraternal Order of Police Auxiliary; Officer
Vernon Baker, chaplain, Fraternal Order of Police
of Ohio, who gave the invocation; Officer Daniel
Rodriguez, New York City Police Department,
who sang the national anthem; singer Marc An-
thony; Officer Will Jimeno, Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey; and Arlene Howard, mother
of Officer George G. Howard.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in
Jammu and Kashmir, India
May 15, 2002

The United States condemns the terrorist
attack carried out by militants in Jammu and
Kashmir yesterday. On behalf of the Amer-
ican people, I extend my condolences to the
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families of the victims and the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, whose citizens were
killed in this attack.

Yesterday’s attack was also aimed at de-
stroying opportunities for South Asia to build
a future that is more stable, more peaceful,
and more prosperous. We will not allow ter-
rorists to succeed in this larger mission. The
United States will not yield in its determina-
tion to work with the people of South Asia
to fight terrorism and to build a better future.

Statement on the Proposed ‘‘Charity
Aid, Recovery, and Empowerment
Act of 2002’’

May 15, 2002

I was pleased to meet this morning with
the leadership of the United Jewish Commu-
nities (UJC). We share a strong commitment
to see passage of the CARE (‘‘Charity Aid,
Recovery, and Empowerment’’) Act. The
UJC and more than 1,600 other organiza-
tions—ranging from America’s Second Har-
vest to the YMCA—support this important
piece of legislation, which will spur charitable
giving and create a more level playing field
for faith-based and community organizations.

America should stand by the charities that
support people in need and in crisis. Giving
to many charities—and particularly to social
service organizations—is down, while the de-
mands on them remain great. The Senate
should pass the CARE Act, and the Congress
should send me legislation that I can sign
that will help support the vital work of thou-
sands of faith-based and community-based
charities across America.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Requesting Subsidy
Budget Authority Necessary To
Support America West Airlines
May 15, 2002
Dear Mr. Speaker:

In accordance with provisions of Public
Law 107–42, the Air Transportation Safety
and System Stabilization Act, I hereby re-
quest the subsidy budget authority necessary
to support a $429 million Federal credit in-
strument for America West Airlines. I hereby
designate this subsidy budget authority, cur-
rently estimated at $172 million, as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section
252(e) of the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Reallocation of
Funds Previously Transferred From
the Emergency Response Fund
May 15, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In furtherance of the provisions of Public

Law 107–38, the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, today I am notifying the
Congress of my intent to reallocate funds
previously transferred from the Emergency
Response Fund.

This reallocation within the United States
Postal Service reflects revised requirements
related to the anthrax incidents that affected-
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the Nation’s mail. As provided in Public Law
107–38, the reallocation would be effective
15 days from the date of this transmittal.

The details of this action are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget. I concur
with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Funding for the
Disaster Relief Program of the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency

May 15, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–73, the Departments of Veterans
Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Independent Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2002, I hereby request and make
available $500 million for the Disaster Relief
program of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA).

These funds will allow FEMA to continue
providing assistance to victims of disasters in
several States, including victims of recent tor-
nadoes in Maryland and storms and flooding
in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia. These
funds also would be available for ongoing re-
sponse to prior disasters and to ensure that
FEMA has resources on hand to provide
timely response to future disasters.

I designate the $500 million made avail-
able today as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, as amended.

The details of this action are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget. I concur
with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Remarks at the National Hispanic
Prayer Breakfast

May 16, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Sientense.
[Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible].
The President. Sı́. Muchas gracias.

[Laughter]
Thank you all for such a warm welcome.

It is un honor para mı́ de estar aquı́ para
le—the first—the first—not the last but the
first—[laughter]—National Hispanic Prayer
Breakfast. I want to tell you it’s an honor
to be here amongst people who dedicate
their lives to the embetterment of our fellow
human beings. I appreciate that a lot.

I want to thank Luis. I met with Luis; one
of the things that struck me was he is a—
he’ll say sergeant; I say general—in the army
of compassion in Philadelphia. I loved his
compassion. Not only is he a man of God;
he also understands the importance of edu-
cation. We talked about a charter school he
wanted to start in his neighborhood. He un-
derstands what I understand, that when you
have quality education, you improve inner-
city America. And so, Luis, I want to thank
you for your focus on education. We must
continue to work to make sure todos los niños
puedan leer.

I want to thank Mel Martinez. Dónde está
Mel? Anyway, he’s somewhere here. He’s a
member of my Cabinet. You may remember
the story about Mel. He’s the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development now. As
a young boy, his mother and daddy put him
on an airplane to America from Cuba. He
was a part of Operation Pedro Pan. They
wanted their son to be raised in freedom.
They longed for freedom and were willing
to take the risk to send their loved one to
the land of freedom. And now I’m proud he
has gone from a young niñito in Pedro Pan;
today, he is now the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development. And it shows the
wonderful spirit and strength of our country.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here. I see I’ve got Senators here
and Members of the Congress. Thank you
all for coming. It’s important that you’re
here, and I appreciate you being here as well.
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I want to thank all who have worked hard
to set this breakfast up. It gives me a chance
to come and remind us all that America has
many traditions of faith, and that’s important
to always remember. We have never imposed
any religion, and that’s really important to
remember, too. We welcome all religions in
America—all religions. We honor diversity in
this country. We respect people’s deep con-
victions.

We know that men and women can be
good without faith. We know that. We also
know that faith is an incredibly important
source of goodness in our country. Through-
out our history, Americans of faith have al-
ways turned to prayer—for wisdom, prayer
for resolve, prayers for compassion and
strength, prayers for commitment to justice
and for a spirit of forgiveness.

Since America’s founding, prayer has reas-
sured us that the hand of God is guiding the
affairs of this Nation. We have never asserted
a special claim on His favor, yet we’ve always
believed in God’s presence in our lives. This
has always been true. But it has never been
more true since September the 11th. Prayer
has comforted people in grief. Prayer has
served as a unifying factor in our Nation.
Prayer gives us strength for the journey
ahead. Millions of Americans have turned to
prayer during these times and have been re-
minded of an important truth: While weep-
ing may endure for a night, joy comes in the
morning.

The last 8 months have showed the world
the American character is incredibly strong
and confident. Yet prayer reminds us that a
great people must be humble before God,
searching for wisdom—constantly searching
for wisdom—from the almighty Dios.

Prayer is a vital part of our national life.
That’s why your breakfast is so important.
Prayer and faith are an especially vital part
of the life of Hispanos in este paı́s. We see
the role of faith in your devotion to church,
to your family, and to charity. The power of
faith is found among the young, and that’s
good news—really good news. Ministers say
that a revolucı́on espiritual is taking place
amongst los jóvenes Hispanos aquı́. That’s
good.

I want to thank you all for leading that
effort. It’s an important contribution to our

country. One youth leader put it this way:
‘‘The revival is impacting the youth most of
all, because they do not set limits on God.
God is doing something so big with the youth
of this Nation.’’ Those are mighty powerful
words for a President to hear.

We know how important faith can be, and
we know that faith without works, without
action, is dead. True faith is never isolated
from the rest of life. It proves itself through
actions and sacrifice, through acts of kindness
and caring for those in need.

For some people, Jesus’ admonition to
care for ‘‘the least of these’’ is an admirable
moral teaching. For many Hispanic Ameri-
cans, it’s a way of life. You understand that
God has a special concern for the poor and
that community helpers and healers are
doing the most important work of all, repair-
ing broken lives, bringing love into pockets
of hopelessness and despair.

Charities and community groups and faith-
based institutions do incredible work in our
country, really important work, providing
shelters for battered women, helping the
homeless, the important work of mentoring
children without fathers, the work of loving
a child whose mother or father may be in
prison, reminding them that there is love and
compassion and decency and hope, of help-
ing people overcome drug and alcohol addic-
tions by helping them first and foremost
change their hearts.

These groups, these platoons in the armies
of compassion, demonstrate compassion and
inspire hope in a way that Government never
can. And they inspire life-changing faith in
a way that Government never should.

The Faith-Based and Community Initia-
tive that I’ve been working on and others
from Congress have been working on is really
important. It’s an important part of our strat-
egy to combat hopelessness and despair and
loneliness, to make America a land of oppor-
tunity and hope and promise por todos—por
todos.

This set of laws will provide new incentives
for charitable giving, and that’s important,
really important. It will allow non-itemizers
to be able to deduct a charitable gift. That
will help raise money. It will help encourage
the flow of people who realize it’s important
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to not only give of their time but of their
money as well.

When it comes to providing Federal re-
sources to effective programs, this law will
make a difference, because, you see, it wel-
comes private and faith-based programs. It
says that the days of discriminating—when
it comes to the use of Federal money, the
days of discriminating against religious insti-
tutions simply because they are religious
must come to an end.

I understand you’ll be hearing from or
have heard from Senator Joe Lieberman,
Rick Santorum, and I know you just heard
from J.C. Watts. I mention these gentlemen
because first, they’re fine leaders. They come
from different faiths, different political par-
ties, but are united by the common desire
to pass important legislation that unleashes
the strength of the country, which is the com-
passion of our fellow citizens. I appreciate
their hard work. I appreciate their willing-
ness to focus on the common good. I look
forward to signing a bill as soon as we can
get it out of the United States Senate.

You know, I often tell people that if you
want to respond to what has happened to
our country, you can do so with prayer, but
as importantly, you can do so by loving your
neighbor like you’d like to be loved yourself.
If you want to fight evil, do some good. I
also—one person cannot do everything in our
society, of course. But one person can do
something. And by that, I mean that we can
change our country one person at a time—
one person at a time. And that’s what we’ve
got to do, and that’s what we have to think
about.

And there’s nothing more powerful in
helping change the country than the faith—
faith in Dios. I want to tell you, the greatest
gift that people can give to a President or
people in positions of responsibility—any-
body else, for that matter—is prayer.

I work the ropelines a lot, and people say,
‘‘Mr. President, I pray for you and your fam-
ily.’’ I turn to them, I look them in the eye,
and say, ‘‘That’s the greatest gift you can
give—the greatest gift you can give.’’ I mean
it with all sincerity.

And so I want to thank you for your prayer.
I want to thank you for what you do for our
Nation. I want to thank you for your good

works. I want to thank you for helping change
America one heart, one soul, one conscience
at a time.

I believe that it will be said, it will be said
of Americans such as yourself, ‘‘Bien, siervo
bueno y fiel.’’

It’s my honor to be with you this morning.
May God bless you and your ministries, and
may God continue to bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:07 a.m. in the
Presidential Ballroom at the Capital Hilton. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. Luis Cortes of Phila-
delphia, founder and president of Nueva
Esperanza, Inc., a Hispanic faith-based commu-
nity development corporation. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on Presenting the
Congressional Gold Medal to
Former President Ronald Reagan
and Nancy Reagan
May 16, 2002

Thank you all very much. Ever since the
American Revolution, our Congress has
given gold medals to heroes of our Republic.
Today I’m honored to join the Members of
the Congress from both parties in paying
tribute to Nancy and Ronald Reagan as they
receive this high award, the Congressional
Gold Medal, in recognition of their contribu-
tions to America and to the cause of freedom.

Mrs. Reagan, it’s great to see you again.
It’s always a pleasure to be with you.

I want to thank our Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, for joining us today; Mr. Sec-
retary, thank you for coming. I appreciate
the justices from our courts being here. I par-
ticularly want to thank the Members of Con-
gress, Mr. Speaker and Senator Byrd and all
the Members of the Congress who are here.

I want to welcome all the friends of Presi-
dent and Mrs. Reagan. All of you all who
work in the Reagan administration, welcome
back to your old stomping grounds.

Ronald Reagan is one of the largest figures
of our time. His name will always stand for
courage and consistency, for patriotism and
resolve, and for humor and optimism. He’s
a man of great talent and great character.
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Yet, his entire career is a tribute to the power
of great ideas.

President Reagan believed deeply in
American character and destiny. He believed
deeply in the power of freedom to improve
the lives of average men and women. These
ideas changed America, and they changed
the world, not only because he eloquently
explained them, because they are right and
they are true. Ronald Reagan believed that
prosperity is another—another name for eco-
nomic freedom, and his policies of freedom
laid the foundations for a prosperous and for
a generous society.

Ronald Reagan believed that history is on
the side of human liberty, that all tyranny
must be temporary, because liberty is the
universal hope of all mankind. He believed
that the aspirations of our country require
the might of our military. And he knew that
the cause of freedom is served by moral clar-
ity, a willingness to call oppression and evil
by their proper names.

Above all, Ronald Reagan believed in the
strong character of the American people,
even when some on both the left and right
were quite skeptical of that character. He
would recognize the country we have seen
since September the 11th. He would look at
the spirit and sacrifice of the firefighters and
police officers, the men and women of our
military, average Americans, and he’d be
proud. He wouldn’t be surprised. He knew
the courage and decency and generosity at
the heart of this country because he shared
it and he embodied it.

At every step of an amazing life, Nancy
Reagan has been at Ronald Reagan’s side—
right by his side. As his optimism inspired
us, her love and devotion strengthened him.
As first lady of California, Mrs. Reagan spoke
out on behalf of POWs and American serv-
icemen missing in action. As our First Lady
of the United States, Nancy Reagan led an
antidrug campaign that helped significantly
reduce teen drug use. Now she has joined
the fight against the terrible curse of Alz-
heimer’s.

Ronald and Nancy Reagan were married
in 1952, and their love for one another has
only grown greater with the passage of time.
They set out to make a life together, and
this amazing partnership helped change the

world. Now on a difficult journey, we admire
Nancy Reagan’s eloquent example of loyalty
and love.

May God bless you and your husband,
Mrs. Reagan. And may God bless this coun-
try he loves so much.

And now I’m honored to present the Gold
Medal, along with the Speaker and Senator
Byrd, President pro tempore.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Rotunda at the Capitol. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of former First Lady Nancy Reagan.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Welfare
Reform Legislation
May 16, 2002

Today the House passed welfare reform
legislation that will help millions of Ameri-
cans realize a life of hope, dignity, and inde-
pendence. This compassionate approach
builds upon our past successes by moving
more Americans from welfare to work, en-
couraging strong families and healthy mar-
riages, and freeing States to innovate as they
help people find the independence of a job.

I commend the House for moving quickly
and now urge the Senate to act on behalf
of those who seek a better life.

Statement on Completion of the
NATO Mission in the United States
May 16, 2002

I thank NATO for the steadfast support
and cooperation after the attacks on Sep-
tember 11. Today marks the end of NATO
aircraft and crews patrolling American skies
as part of Operation Noble Eagle. These air-
crews began their deployment soon after the
terrorist attacks of September 11th. This de-
ployment, coupled with the declaration that
the attacks on the United States were attacks
on all NATO members, affirmed NATO’s
commitment to collective defense.

For 220 days, NATO aircrews from 12 na-
tions, based at Tinker AFB in Oklahoma,
flew missions over the United States. On be-
half of the American people, I thank them
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for their important contribution to the de-
fense of this Nation.

Proclamation 7562—Armed Forces
Day, 2002
May 16, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The words of President Dwight D. Eisen-

hower written in 1953 remain true today: ‘‘It
is fitting and proper that we devote one day
each year to paying special tribute to those
whose constancy and courage constitute one
of the bulwarks guarding the freedom of this
nation and the peace of the free world.’’ On
Armed Forces Day, our grateful Nation sa-
lutes the brave men and women who protect
our country, defend freedom, and help make
our world a better place.

During these extraordinary times, we are
reminded that our achievements in peace
and war stand upon the service and sacrifice
of those in uniform. Today, we have troops
fighting overseas to defeat terrorism. These
brave men and women follow in the footsteps
of previous generations who, since our Na-
tion’s founding, have stepped forward to de-
fend our homeland and secure liberty for our
country and our friends and allies. The mem-
bers of our military exemplify the true spirit
of patriotism—a love of country expressed
through a commitment to serve our Nation
and defend our freedom. Their selfless dedi-
cation and determination are an inspiration
to every American.

In difficult times, America has called on
members of our Armed Forces to protect the
democratic ideals on which our country was
founded, and they have never let our country
down. As we confront the challenges of this
new era, we will continue to rely on our mili-
tary’s extraordinary skill, sense of honor, de-
votion to duty, and courageous commitment
to service.

More than 50 years ago, President Harry
S. Truman helped establish a day for Ameri-
cans to join together and thank our military
members for their service to our country. In
1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson

announced the establishment of Armed
Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, and Air Force Days. A year
later, President Truman issued a Presidential
Proclamation, observing that the day ‘‘marks
the first combined demonstration by Amer-
ica’s defense team of its progress, under the
National Security Act, towards the goal of
readiness for any eventuality. It is the first
parade of preparedness by the unified forces
of our land, sea, and air defense.’’

The theme of this year’s celebration is
‘‘United For Freedom.’’ During this celebra-
tion, I encourage Americans to show the
world that we are unified as a people and
ready to defend our way of life, our free-
doms, and our homeland. As President and
Commander in Chief, I urge all our citizens
to join me in expressing appreciation for the
dedication and selfless service of the mem-
bers of our extraordinary Armed Forces.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America
and Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces of the United States, continuing the
precedent of my ten immediate predecessors
in this Office, do hereby proclaim the third
Saturday of each May as Armed Forces Day.

I direct the Secretary of Defense on behalf
of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air
Force, and the Secretary of Transportation
on behalf of the Coast Guard, to plan for
appropriate observances each year, with the
Secretary of Defense responsible for solic-
iting the participation and cooperation of
civil authorities and private citizens.

I invite the Governors of the States, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and other
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, to provide for the observance of
Armed Forces Day within their jurisdiction
each year in an appropriate manner designed
to increase public understanding and appre-
ciation of the Armed Forces of the United
States.

I also invite national and local veterans,
civic, and community service organizations to
join in the observance of Armed Forces Day
each year.

I call upon all Americans not only to dis-
play the flag of the United States at their
homes on Armed Forces Day, but also to
learn about our system of defense and about
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the men and women who sustain it by attend-
ing and participating in the local observances
of the day.

Proclamation 6693 of May 21, 1994, is
hereby superseded.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 20, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 21.

Remarks on Presenting the
Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the
United States Air Force Academy
Falcons
May 17, 2002

Please be seated. Thank you. Well, it’s my
honor to welcome back—[laughter]—the
Mighty Falcons. It seems like Coach
DeBerry is the charter member of the White
House frequent visitor club. [Laughter] I’m
real proud of you all and want to congratulate
you for a great season and for winning the
Commander’s Trophy again.

I recognize Pete Pace. You look a little out
of place here, Pete—[laughter]—but I’m
glad you’re here. You’re doing a fine job.
General John Jumper, as well, is here. I want
to thank the Lieutenant General, John
Dallager; thank you, Superintendent, wher-
ever you are. One of these days, you’ll invite
me to the graduation ceremonies. [Laughter]

I do want to thank the players for their
hard work and the example they set. And of
course, I want to congratulate the coach
again. I was reading where he is going to
go to the South Carolina Athletic Hall of
Fame. That’s a big deal, if you’re from South
Carolina. So Coach, congratulations for that.

The interesting thing about this group of
seniors is, they have never lost to Army or
Navy. But upon graduation, they’re going to
be on the same team, and that’s important
for them to remember.

During last May’s visit, I said of Coach
DeBerry, he is not just recruiting to win foot-
ball games; he is recruiting to win our Na-
tion’s wars, if we have one. That was May.
And on September 11th, war came to our
country. And I want to thank you, Coach,
for recruiting those who will help us win our
Nation’s wars, because unlike the last time
we met, we’re at war. We’re in the midst
of a war against a determined and fierce
enemy.

I want the troops here to know that I take
my job as the Commander in Chief very seri-
ously, that my most important job is to pro-
tect America and to protect our homeland.
I do whatever it takes, and I know you’ll join
me in doing whatever it takes to prevent the
enemy from attacking America again, like
they did, and causing thousands to suffer and
to mourn and to grieve.

You know, what’s interesting about Wash-
ington, it’s a town—unfortunately, it’s the
kind of place where second-guessing has be-
come second-nature. The American people
know this about me and my national security
team and my administration: Had I known
that the enemy was going to use airplanes
to kill on that fateful morning, I would have
done everything in my power to protect the
American people. We will use the might of
America to protect the American people.

We’re in for a long struggle. It’s a tough
war. This is an enemy that’s not going to quit.
So therefore, in order to protect innocent
lives, this country must have the will and the
determination to chase these killers down,
one by one, and bring them to justice. And
that’s exactly what is going to happen, so long
as I am the President of the United States
of America.

I’m proud of what this group of Americans
have done on the football field; no more
proud than those who wear the blue, I might
add. And I’m proud of your commitment to
our country. See, this enemy of ours, they
don’t understand the Air Force Academy or
what it stands for. They thought we were
weak—of course, they never saw the Air
Force football team play. They thought we’d
just roll over. They thought we might file a
couple of lawsuits. They found out we think
differently here in America.
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We think differently because this is a na-
tion that loves our freedom, loves our coun-
try. And this is a nation that has got citizens
who are willing to sacrifice for a cause greater
than themselves. We’re here to honor a foot-
ball team; we’re also here to honor soldiers,
men and women who wear our uniform and
who are willing to sacrifice for the greatest
Nation on the face of the Earth.

Welcome back to the White House. May
God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Fisher DeBerry, head football
coach, and Lt. Gen. John R. Dallager, USAF, Su-
perintendent, U.S. Air Force Academy; Gen. John
P. Jumper, USAF, Air Force Chief of Staff; and
Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Remarks to the Coalition for
Medicare Choices
May 17, 2002

Well, thanks for that warm welcome, and
welcome to the people’s house, the White
House. I am so glad you’re here to discuss
an incredibly important subject, and that is
how we can work together to strengthen
Medicare.

The most eloquent spokespersons for
Medicare are our senior citizens. And I share
the determination of people in this room to
make sure that Medicare is—not only works
for this generation, the generation now on
Medicare, but works for generations to come.
Our Nation has a moral commitment to fulfill
Medicare’s promise of health care security
for American seniors and for people with dis-
abilities. Yet, we need to do more to meet
the commitment, and that’s what we’re here
to talk about today.

Two problems demand immediate action:
Medicare must provide prescription drug
coverage, and all seniors should be able to
choose an affordable Medicare coverage op-
tion that best suits their needs. We’re going
to keep our commitment to senior Ameri-
cans, and we’ll work together to make Medi-
care work better.

I want to thank Tom Scully from Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services for being

here—that used to be called HCFA. [Laugh-
ter] He joins me in a strong commitment for
that which I’m about to talk about. You need
to know, my administration is committed to
trusting seniors with more options. We’re
committed to the programs and the prin-
ciples about which I’m going to speak.

I want to thank my fellow Americans who
have joined us on the stage. I want to thank
the Salazars; they’re from Texas. [Laughter]
I want to thank Mary Gruenewald for being
here as well. I want to thank Joe Hotin and
Ben Oppenheim, Florence Galloway, the
Holmes family. Thank you all for coming and
sharing with me your deep concerns and for
sharing with others your concern about how
to make sure Medicare fulfills its promise.

I want to thank the docs who are here,
one from California and one from Florida.
I asked him if he’d ever heard of the Gov-
ernor down there. [Laughter] Dr. Bangasser
and Dr. Thompson—I want to thank them
for being here as well. They’re men who are
deeply concerned about the health and wel-
fare of our seniors, who understand firsthand
the problems that Medicare faces.

The health care system that we have in
America is unique and strong in many ways.
After all, we lead the world in dramatic med-
ical advances, and that’s really positive. It’s
important, as we think about medical policy,
that we encourage innovation in our health
system. After all, live-saving drugs are help-
ing millions of senior citizens—millions of
senior citizens to live longer and to have
healthier lives.

New drugs are available to treat diabetes,
for example, and that’s a positive develop-
ment for many of our seniors. New drugs
are available to prevent serious complications
from heart disease or cancer, and that’s in-
credibly positive news as well. Yet, as many
in this room can testify, the costs of these
treatments are really high. Because Medicare
does not cover most prescription drugs, many
seniors often pay the highest price for drugs,
forcing too many to choose with either paying
for pills or paying for their bills.

Members of Congress in both House and
Senate are working on legislation, and that’s
a positive development, and that’s good.
They’re hearing my call and your call to do
something about Medicare. In the House,
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the committees and the leadership are draft-
ing legislation to help seniors immediately
with drug costs and to ensure every senior
has access to prescription drug coverage.
That’s a positive development, and we’re
hopeful to get this legislation out of the
House very soon. In the Senate, there is a
tripartisan group working on legislation to
provide prescription drug coverage and im-
prove Medicare, and I support their efforts
as well.

So we’ve got something to work with. And
I urge you all to not only pay attention to
the process but let your voices be heard as
the process—the legislative process starts
heading down toward, hopefully, a conclu-
sion this year.

My administration is doing some things in
the short term that I’d like to share with you.
We’re working for a Medicare-endorsed drug
card that will allow seniors to get lower prices
from drug manufacturers right away. I un-
leashed the idea a while back. It kind of got
snagged up in the courts. Now we’re working
to get it unsnagged in the courts for the ben-
efit of our seniors. This is a good idea, and
this will help.

We’re also working on temporary assist-
ance with drug costs for seniors with limited
incomes. We’re trying to bridge toward the
time when full prescription drug benefits be-
come available. In other words, we want to
help people who need help immediately.
Those are two ideas that we’re working with
Congress on.

Medicare also needs to give every senior
affordable, up-to-date health insurance cov-
erage options to get the most out of Medi-
care. Right now in America, more than 5 mil-
lion Medicare members have access to a val-
uable program, to a modern health insurance
program with modern health benefits called
Medicare Plus Choice. Medicare Plus Choice
is a vital program if we’re going to meet our
commitments to our seniors. And Congress
ought to understand how vital the program
is and how important the program is. They
need to listen not only to me—of course, I’d
like them to listen a little more to me—
[laughter]—but to the folks here in this
room, the people who understand.

Now, let me give you some interesting
facts. Many Medicare members, including

those with limited means, including those
with low incomes, prefer these private health
plans because they provide more benefits
than traditional Medicare at lower cost. If
you find an idea that provides better benefits
at lower cost, it seems like it makes sense
that people up on the Hill there would un-
derstand that.

The improved benefits and innovative
treatments have given Fred Salazar the as-
sistance he needed to get his diabetes under
control. That’s not just theory; that’s actually
happened. Ben Oppenheim improved his ar-
thritis and lowered the amount he spends on
his arthritis treatment through an exercise
program provided in his health plan. Flor-
ence Galloway got the bills paid for the care
she needed when she fell and broke a back-
bone in Spain. She got the care she needed.
Arina Holmes was hospitalized with a serious
illness. She was not saddled with hundreds
of dollars of deductibles and co-payments for
her care.

These are examples, right here, of people
who have benefited in a real way from the
innovative options under Medicare Plus.
Some plans in Medicare Plus even make it
possible for their members to help other sen-
iors with transportation or grocery shopping
or yardwork or other needs. That’s also very
positive.

What’s important to understand is that al-
most none of the treatments that I de-
scribed—or programs that can save and im-
prove lives and reduce health care costs—
are part of Medicare’s defined benefits.
Many are only available through Medicare’s
private plans, and that’s important to under-
stand. As we discuss Medicare and it’s re-
form, it’s important to understand that the
defined benefit plan in Medicare limits the
capacity of seniors to meet their needs. And
that doesn’t seem right to me.

Dr. Thompson—Dr. Isaac Thompson said
this: ‘‘Medicare Plus Choice has served as
a safety net for my patients and for tens of
thousands of beneficiaries, so many of whom
are low income and would otherwise not be
able to afford the drugs they need.’’ This is
Dr. Thompson speaking, a man who makes
a living off of helping seniors, a person who
understands Medicare and Medicare Plus
Choice, and the differences between the two.
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You know, as he talks eloquently about low
income seniors, the myth is, somehow, that
if seniors are given choice, low income sen-
iors will not benefit; that if we provide more
options for our senior citizens to tailor plans
that meet their needs, that somehow the low
income will be left behind. That’s the oppo-
site of what Dr. Thompson has learned, be-
cause it is the opposite of what happens with
Medicare Plus Choice.

We’ve got to address this issue straight on.
Millions of Medicare members don’t have
the option to choose benefits from private
health plans, and access to these benefits for
everyone in Medicare is threatened. Under
current law, private health plans cannot com-
pete in Medicare in the same way that the
Federal Government has long provided for
people who work for the Federal Govern-
ment.

I’ve always found that to be pretty inter-
esting, that the people who make the laws
here in Washington—good, fine people from
both political parties—make sure that the
Federal employees have choice. They trust
the Federal employees with whom they work
to be able to go into the marketplace and
figure out what best suits their needs. And
yet, when it comes to our seniors, through
Medicare, they don’t get the same benefits.
It seems like, to me, that the Congress ought
to be consistent with how they view—[ap-
plause].

You know better than me—or you know
as well as I do, at least—that the current sys-
tem hasn’t reflected rising costs. The lack of
enthusiasm for choice for seniors has affected
budgets. And therefore, 100 private plans
have left Medicare, and millions of seniors
have lost the valuable additional benefits that
private plans provide. To be blunt about it,
it seems like Medicare Plus Choice is getting
slowly starved, and we’ve got to change that.

Part of my message today is, I want to work
with you to provide more choices and more
savings for our seniors. I’m a person who
trusts people. See, I trust the American peo-
ple. The American people are fantastic, great
citizens. We’ve got to trust people with their
own choices in life. I’d rather have the Amer-
ican people make choices than the Federal
Government make choices on their behalf.

We need a fair system of competition. We
need a system that guarantees that patient
protections and all of Medicare’s required
benefits are included in every choice, a sys-
tem that encourages additional benefits and
options for better care at lower cost, includ-
ing improved medical savings accounts.
That’s what we need to think about, and
that’s where we ought to head here in Amer-
ica.

The cost savings from competitive reforms
are essential. They’re essential. If you notice,
and the people will testify to this, that there
are lower costs in Medicare Plus Choice. And
those cost savings in a Medicare Plus Choice
plan are very important for the future, for
your children and your grandchildren to be
able to have a Medicare system that works.
We must this year pass legislation that gives
all seniors secure access to prescription
drugs, along with up-to-date, lower cost cov-
erage options in Medicare. That’s the goal.

I believe strongly that we’ve got to make
sure that our seniors understand that if
you’re happy with your current Medicare
coverage, nothing changes. There are a lot
of our citizens who worry that any kind of
strengthening of the system will maybe dis-
rupt their current health plans. And I can
understand that. I can understand someone
who is perhaps content with the way things
are and shouldn’t be forced to change, par-
ticularly at this point in somebody’s life. And
I respect that, and any reform must honor
that. We’ve got to make sure, however, that
the promise of prescription drugs is a part
of any plan and that we recognize that as
treatments change, as the ability to treat a
disease changes with modern times, that the
people we’re trying to help are able to realize
those benefits.

You see, Medicare was written awhile ago,
in such a way that it doesn’t have the ability
to change. And so all of a sudden, technology
is heading here, and Medicare is stuck back
here. And Medicare Plus Choice has pro-
vided seniors with the ability to stay up with
technology. That’s why you’re so supportive
of it, and that’s why I am as well. But we’ve
got to make sure that the whole system
moves with the technological change, so we
can benefit—all of us, not just the young but
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all of us can benefit from the new tech-
nologies available to help save lives.

I believe that when we trust people with
their—trust their decisions and trust their
judgment about how best to care for them-
selves, a better plan evolves, a much better
plan than one designed by some green eye-
shades up on Capitol Hill, because it will be
a plan designed by the consumers, not by
the planners. It’s a plan that evolves as a re-
sult of the collective decisions of people
we’re trying to help, not by some who aren’t
even in the plan.

And so what we’re talking about today is
recognizing the importance of Medicare Plus
Choice, what it means to people’s lives in
real terms, how it can positively affect people
that we have a moral obligation to help, but
also how best to incorporate the principles
of the plan to expand it, to make it work for
more seniors and, at the same time, make
sure Medicare works for people like me,
when it’s my time—to make sure that it’s not
only healthy today but healthy tomorrow,
that it can exist and be available.

I believe we can make good progress, but
we need your help. To be frank with you,
there are some up there that really don’t like
this plan, and I understand that. I mean, what
the heck, that’s the great thing about democ-
racy; not everybody agrees 100 percent of
the time. We all agree we need to help the
seniors, and that’s important. But to the ex-
tent that you can help influence opinion, it’s
really important; it is. People listen—people
listen—people around here listen to opinion,
and they listen to people such as yourself,
who understand what you’re talking about.
And we need your help to get this done.

There’s a reluctance, but it’s okay. It’s—
you’ve seen reluctance in your life before.
You’ve lived a good, strong, full life in the
service of your country, many of you, and
now is your chance to provide a unique serv-
ice, an important service not only for yourself
but future generations that are coming up,
by spreading the word, by contacting your
Congressman or your Senator. Let them
know. Let them know the importance of this
program and this idea.

I also want to thank you for your service
to the country. You know, you know better
than me that—you’ve see a lot of America

in your day, and it’s a fabulous country that
we’re able to call home. It’s a—what a re-
markable land, where we share common val-
ues. People from all walks of life come into—
underneath this unique experiment called
America. Our spirit is strong. It’s never been
more needed these days, of course, as we
make it clear to the world and to an enemy
that we’ll defend our freedoms at any cost.

You know, I like to remind people, those
that attacked, they must have thought that
we were so selfish and so weak and so mate-
rialistic that we might file a couple of lawsuits
or two, but that’s all we were going to do.
[Laughter] They found out we think a little
differently here in America when it comes
to our freedom. And that when it comes to
our freedoms that we love—the freedom to
worship the way each of us sees fit, the free-
dom to raise our family the way we think
is necessary, the freedom to speak out, free-
dom of the press—the freedoms that we hold
dear, if anybody attacks those freedoms, we’ll
defend them. We’ll defend them.

You need to know about me that I am as
resolved as I was the day after the attack,
today. I know my duty, and my duty is to
protect America in the best way. And as we
do so, I believe we’ll make the world safer.
I long for peace. I just want you to know
and assure you that the actions my adminis-
tration takes has a lofty goal in mind, and
that’s peace, peace for our country, peace
around the world. That’s why we do what
we do.

But we need to make the world not only
safer but better, a better place. And one way
we can make the world a better place is to
make sure our seniors are treated with dig-
nity, by starting with a health care plan that
provides options.

So I want to thank you all for coming to
this magnificent house, the White House.
It’s—as you can imagine, it’s an honor to be
here, and it’s an honor to welcome you here.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. Ronald Paul Bangasser, family
physician, Redlands, CA; and Gov. Jeb Bush of
Florida.
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Remarks on the Observance of Asian
Pacific American Heritage Month
May 17, 2002

The President. Elaine, thank you very
much. Welcome to your house—[laughter]—
the White House. I want you to know, Norm,
I welcome Republicans, Democrats—[laugh-
ter]—people who don’t care—[laughter]—all
Americans. You’re welcome here. I am hon-
ored to welcome you. I didn’t realize you
sponsored the legislation that my dad—we
call him ‘‘number 41’’—signed, which per-
manently made the celebration of Asian and
Pacific American culture a month-long event.
And that’s what we’re honoring today.

I’m so proud to be the President of a di-
verse nation, a nation with 13 million Ameri-
cans of Asian or Pacific Island heritage. What
a great country, to welcome such diversity.
Whether you’re here by birth, or whether
you’re in America by choice, you contribute
to the vitality of our life. And for that, we
are grateful.

I also appreciate service to our Govern-
ment and our country. I picked two fabulous
members of my Cabinet from Asian Pacific
backgrounds. You’ve seen them both. One
lady who wasn’t born in America, yet because
of the dreams of her mother and father and
because our country can be a welcoming
country, was able to get a good education,
and here she sits in the Cabinet of the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Another man, a man not of the same polit-
ical party as I am but a man who loves his
country just as much as I do, a person who,
as a young boy, was interned in a camp for
Japanese Americans on our own soil—a mo-
ment that is not a good chapter in our his-
tory—and yet had the courage to fight for
change and for the dignity of every Amer-
ican, and now sits in the Cabinet of the Presi-
dent of the United States. I am fortunate to
have them in my Cabinet. I appreciate their
advice, and I appreciate the great job they’re
doing on behalf of all Americans—all Ameri-
cans.

I want to thank Senator Inouye for being
here. He’s one of the fine distinguished
Members of the United States Senate. He’s
an ally when it comes to defending our Na-
tion. He understands what it means to serve

your country and be prepared for the defense
of America. Senator, you’re doing a great job.
Thank you for coming. I also want to thank
Congressman David Wu from Oregon for
being here as well.

I want to thank Delegate Faleomavaega.
[Laughter] Did I even come close? [Laugh-
ter] Well, at least I gave it my best shot, Eni.
[Laughter] How about just Eni? Thank you
for coming from the American Samoa.

We’ve got friends of ours from Guam, the
Guam Senate: Senate Leader Edward Calvo
and the House Speaker, Tony Unpingco.
Thank you all for coming. I’m honored you
both are here. You are welcome.

I want to thank Susan Allen, the president
of the U.S. Pan Asian American Chamber
of Commerce. Thank you, Susan, it’s great
to see you again.

Richard, I want to thank you for filling this
room and the whole house with incredible
music. Man, what a talent. And I appreciate
you sharing it with us. You help make a spe-
cial day more special. And Lisa, thank you
for bringing your beauty here. [Laughter]

I’m looking around for Dat Nguyen. Is he
here? He’s supposed to be here.

Audience members. [Inaudible]
The President. Yes, he’s a Texan. [Laugh-

ter] He’s a mighty Texas A&M Aggie, middle
linebacker for the Dallas Cowboys, came
from a Vietnamese family. He’s a great story,
and I just wish they’d win a couple more
games. [Laughter]

I want to thank John Tsu, the Chairman
of the White House Initiative on Asian Amer-
icans and Pacific Islanders. John, thank you
very much, and Russell Wong, a great actor,
for being here as well. And welcome to you
all.

The history of Asian Pacific Americans is
really a history of great patriotism, people
who were willing to sacrifice. Incredibly
enough, Asian Pacific Americans fought in
the Civil War and, of course, World War II
and the war on terror.

It’s a story of hard work. Many of you have
had relatives who came here early, early on
in our country, that worked the railroad,
helped build the infrastructure necessary for
America to grow. It’s a story of great achieve-
ment and great success. I mean, look at our
Olympic teams, Asian Americans on our
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Olympic teams, helping a unified country
achieve in sports. It’s a story of great business
success, great cultural success. It’s a story of
influence on our society, scientific influence,
architectural influence, music, art—signifi-
cant contribution to our country. And for
that, all of us are grateful.

Sadly, one of the greatest contributions,
Asian contributions to our Nation was de-
stroyed on September 11th. The Twin Tow-
ers of the World Trade Center were designed
by Seattle architect Minoru Yamasaki. He
and his partners designed the towers. For 30
years, they stood as a testament to American
ingenuity and prosperity. They served as a
symbol—now, perhaps, as a symbol of a more
innocent time.

But for me, I can assure you, it’s a re-
minder, a symbol, that we must never forget
there are people in the world who hate what
we stand for, people who can’t stand the
thought that a diverse nation can be a free
nation, people who hate freedom, freedom
of religion, freedom of thought, freedom of
press. They can’t stand it. And I can’t stand
the thought that they hate us, and we’re
going to run them down, one by one, to pro-
tect our homeland.

They don’t understand us. Mr. Senator,
they just didn’t understand us. They thought
we were so weak and materialistic, we must
not have believed in much, that all we’d do
is kind of roll over and say, ‘‘Well, that’s just
what happens, you know,’’ and go about our
business. But that’s not America. See, we de-
fend our values and our freedom.

We fight for peace, and I want you to
know, I long for peace—that’s my dream, for
peace. But we also fight for values that we
hold dear. We believe strongly in America
that each person needs to be judged on his
or her individual values, abilities, and talents,
that each life has dignity—has dignity—each
individual matters, no matter where you’re
from, no matter how you were raised. That’s
what we fight for.

And as we fight for a safer world and a
peaceful world, we’ve got to work for a better
world here in America. One of the great tra-
ditions in our Asian communities is the un-
derstanding and love for education. It’s
amazing how well and how hard Asian youth
work in school to get ahead. It is an unbeliev-

ably good example for all of us. Educational
excellence must be the standard for every
child in America. Access to good education
must be the goal for every single child. In
order to have a better tomorrow, we’ve got
to continually work to make sure that every
child gets educated—I mean every child.

In order to make sure there is a better
tomorrow, we’ve got to make sure the entre-
preneurial flame continues to shine brightly
in America, that we’re known as entrepre-
neurial heaven. I was pleased to see that
there are nearly a million small businesses
in America owned by Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans. That’s a lot. That’s good news for our
country. It means that people are willing to
take risk and own their own business, which
is a powerful part of the American experi-
ence. The role of Government’s never to cre-
ate wealth; it’s to create an environment in
which anybody from any background who’s
got a good idea can work and achieve the
dream of owning your own business—and
therefore, by the way, employing more peo-
ple.

Talked about the tax cuts—Elaine talked
about the tax relief. I viewed the tax relief
that we passed as an incredibly important
part of small business formation. Most small
businesses are not incorporated; they pay in-
come tax at the personal tax level. And there-
fore, when you reduce the personal income
taxes, you help small businesses all across
America.

As you know, we’re working hard to make
sure our homeland is more secure. The best
way to make—the best defense is a good of-
fense, no question about that. But you need
to also understand that I’m mindful of Amer-
ican traditions, and as we work to make our
borders more secure, for example, people
will be treated fairly. Our INS must do a
much better job of identifying who’s coming
into our country and why, but they’ve also
got to do a better job of processing paper-
work. It’s inexcusable, the endless delays of
paperwork that really do make it hard for
families to function and to stay together.

I’m a strong believer that our Nation must
pass what they call 245(i), immigration re-
form which will allow families to stay to-
gether. People who are here and applying
for different paper shouldn’t have to go back
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to their country and then come back if one
of the members is here legally with cards.
It just doesn’t make any sense. We need to
be mindful of the dignity of each person in
our country. And I know we can achieve that
goal—good homeland security, better border
control—and at the same time treating peo-
ple with respect who are here in our land.

I also very much appreciate the bridge that
our Asian Pacific community provides Amer-
ica to an incredibly important part of the
world. And those are the nations of the Pa-
cific. I spent some time there, and I gave
a speech in China and Japan and South
Korea where I said, ‘‘This is going to be the
Pacific century.’’ And I believe that. We are
a Pacific nation, America. We’ve got a lot of
incredibly important ties with China and
Japan, Korea, the Philippines; all the nations
represented in this room are an incredibly
important part of our future.

We’ve got to work on trade issues, issues
that open up trade between our respective
nations, so that we’re able to better exchange
goods and services. That’s to the benefit of
not only workers here in America, of course;
it’s also to the benefit of workers in countries
with whom we trade. We’ve got to continue
dialog; we’ve got to make sure that we work
closely together to promote peace, to fight
off this scourge called terror.

And the Asian Pacific Americans of our
country make those ties incredibly important.
Not only do you help Americans understand
the cultures in the countries, you, yourself,
by your presence, export American values so
that those countries understand us better.

And so it’s my honor to welcome you all
to this magnificent house, to welcome your
contributions to the greatest land on the face
of the Earth, to tell you how proud I am
to be the President of a diverse nation in
which people make contributions, all kinds
of fantastic contributions, to let you know
that as we fight, we do so with peace in our
mind and that we do so to make the world
a better place here at home.

I often say that if you want to join in the
war against terror, do some good. If you want
to fight evil, love your neighbor like you’d
like to be loved yourself. That’s a universal
call. That’s a call that is exhibited in neigh-
borhoods all throughout America. See, the

great strength of our country really isn’t in
the halls of government, Senator and Con-
gressmen; it’s in the hearts and souls of our
citizens. That’s what makes our country
unique and strong and vibrant, is the great
citizens of America.

And it’s my honor to welcome such citizens
to the White House. May God bless you all.
And may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Labor Secretary Elaine Chao; Com-
merce Secretary Norman Y. Mineta; and tele-
vision personality Lisa Ling.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 12
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC.

May 13
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence briefings. He then traveled to Chi-
cago, IL, where he met with Jerry and Adri-
enne Welenc, who have been foster parents
to over 90 children and provide support to
other foster parents. In the afternoon, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

May 14
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. Later, in an Oval
Office ceremony, he signed the
Hematological Cancer Research and Invest-
ment Education Act of 2002.

In the afternoon, he met in the Diplomatic
Room at the White House with the Sunshine
Kids, a group of children with cancer who
were visiting Washington, DC.

The President announced his designation
of the following individuals to represent the
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United States at the inauguration of Presi-
dent Xanana Gusmao of East Timor on May
22: former President Bill Clinton, who will
lead the delegation; Richard Holbrooke;
James Kelly; Karen Brooks; Shari Villarosa;
and Brig. Gen. John G. Castellaw, USMC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John William Blaney to be Ambas-
sador to Liberia.

May 15

In the morning, the President had a break-
fast meeting with Speaker of the House of
Representatives J. Dennis Hastert, Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle, Senate Mi-
nority Leader Trent Lott, and House Minor-
ity Leader Richard A. Gephardt to discuss
the congressional agenda. He then had CIA
and FBI briefings. Later in the morning, he
met with members of the United Jewish
Communities to discuss the proposed ‘‘Char-
ity Aid, Recovery, and Empowerment Act of
2002.’’ He then met with the House Repub-
lican Conference at the Capitol, to discuss
defense and domestic issues.

Also in the morning, the President had a
telephone conversation with Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee of India to express his
condolences for the victims of the May 14
terrorist attack in Jammu and Kashmir.

May 16

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence briefings. In the afternoon, he met
with the Senate Republican Conference at
the Capitol, to discuss the upcoming congres-
sional agenda.

The President declared a major disaster in
New York and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by an earthquake on April 20.

May 17

In the morning, the President met with
Prime Minister Janez Drnovsek of Slovenia
to discuss bilateral issues.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Camp David, MD.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted May 13

James E. Boasberg,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of 15 years,
vice Gregory E. Mize, retired.

Gene B. Christy,
of Texas, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Brunei Darussalam.

Douglas L. Flory,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Farm
Credit Administration Board, Farm Credit
Administration, for a term expiring October
13, 2006, vice Michael V. Dunn.

Phyllis C. Hunter,
of Texas, to be a member of the National
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board for a
term of 2 years (new position).

Kristie A. Kenny,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Ecuador.

Susanne T. Mitchell,
of Virginia, to be Chairman of the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board, vice Beth Susan
Slavet.

Barbara Calandra Moore,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Nicaragua.
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Submitted May 15

Charles E. Beach, Sr.,
of Iowa, to be U.S. Marshal for the Southern
District of Iowa for the term of 4 years, vice
Phylliss Jeanette Henry, resigned.

John William Blaney,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Liberia.

Kevin Vincent Ryan,
of California, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Northern District of California for the term
of 4 years, vice Robert S. Mueller III.

J.B. Van Hollen,
of Wisconsin, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Western District of Wisconsin for the term
of 4 years, vice Peggy A. Lautenschlager, re-
signed.

Submitted May 16

Emil H. Frankel,
of Connecticut, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Transportation, vice Eugene A. Conti, Jr.,
resigned, to which position he was appointed
during the last recess of the Senate.

Gerald Reynolds,
of Missouri, to be Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, Department of Education, vice
Norma V. Cantu, resigned, to which position
he was appointed during the last recess of
the Senate.

Dennis L. Schornack,
of Michigan, to be Commissioner on the part
of the United States on the International
Joint Commission, United States and Can-
ada, vice Thomas L. Baldini, to which posi-
tion he was appointed during the last recess
of the Senate.

Jeffrey Shane,
of the District of Columbia, to be Associate
Deputy Secretary of Transportation, vice Ste-
phen D. Van Beek, resigned, to which posi-
tion he was appointed during the last recess
of the Senate.

Michael E. Toner,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member
of the Federal Election Commission for a
term expiring April 30, 2007, vice Darryl R.
Wold, term expired, to which position he was
appointed during the last recess of the Sen-
ate.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released May 13

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Announcement of nomination for Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia and designation of Chief Judge
of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims

Released May 14

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Senator
Danforth’s Report to the President on Sudan

Fact sheet: History of Senator John Danforth
as Envoy for Peace in Sudan

Announcement of nominations for U.S. At-
torneys for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia and the Western District of Wisconsin
and U.S. Marshal for the Southern District
of Iowa

Announcement: Homeland Security Direc-
tor Tom Ridge To Travel to Buffalo, New
York, To Meet With Deputy Prime Minister
John Manley To Discuss Border Security
Issues

Released May 15

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer
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Released May 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the chro-
nology of events during the spring and sum-
mer of 2001

Transcript of remarks by Vice President Dick
Cheney at a Conservative Party of New York
dinner

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to New York

Released May 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Fact sheet: Strengthening Medicare’s Cov-
erage Options: Affordable Health Care To
Improve Lives

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved May 13

H.R. 2646 / Public Law 107–171
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002

Approved May 14

S. 1094 / Public Law 107–172
Hematological Cancer Research Investment
and Education Act of 2002

H.R. 3525 / Public Law 107–173
Enhanced Border Security and Visa Entry
Reform Act of 2002

Approved May 15

H.R. 169 / Public Law 107–174
Notification and Federal Employee Anti-
discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002

Approved May 17

H.R. 495 / Public Law 107–175
To designate the Federal building located in
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, United States
Virgin Islands, as the ‘‘Ron de Lugo Federal
Building’’

H.R. 819 / Public Law 107–176
To designate the Federal building located at
143 West Liberty Street, Medina, Ohio, as
the ‘‘Donald J. Pease Federal Building’’

H.R. 3093 / Public Law 107–177
To designate the Federal building and
United States courthouse located at 501 Bell
Street in Alton, Illinois, as the ‘‘William L.
Beatty Federal Building and United States
Courthouse’’

H.R. 3282 / Public Law 107–178
To designate the Federal building and
United States courthouse located at 400
North Main Street in Butte, Montana, as the
‘‘Mike Mansfield Federal Building and
United States Courthouse’’
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