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Statement on Congressional Action
on the Proposed “Public Health
Security and Bioterrorism
Preparedness and Response Act of
20027

May 23, 2002

I applaud members of both parties, includ-
ing Congressman Tauzin and Dingell and
Senators Kennedy, Gregg, and Frist, for act-
ing on my proposals to protect Americans
against  bioterrorism.  This legislation
strengthens food safety and security, im-
proves the ability of Federal, State, and local
authorities to coordinate their response to
possible bioterrorist attacks, and enhances
surveillance and security over dangerous bio-
logical agents.

I commend the House and Senate for their
hard work and look forward to signing this
important bipartisan legislation into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3448, the
proposed “Public Health Security and Bioter-
rorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002.”

Statement on Senate Action on the
Proposed “Andean Trade Preference
Expansion Act”

May 23, 2002

Today’s passage by the Senate of a vital
package of trade legislation is a critical step
in advancing America’s trade agenda and
strengthening the U.S. economy. As I begin
my trip here in Europe, the passage of this
bill sends an important signal to our trading
partners that we are committed to free and
open trade.

Restoring trade promotion authority will
give me the flexibility I need to secure the
greatest possible trade opportunities for
American workers, consumers, families, and
farmers. The administration also supports ex-
panding the Andean Trade Preferences Act
in a way that reflects the economic realities
of the region. ATPA will help the Andean
economies grow through legitimate trade,
while also enhancing our counternarcotics
strategy.

Every day the United States goes without
trade promotion authority is another day the
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American people are deprived of the benefits
of trade. Therefore, I urge the House and
Senate to convene a conference committee
immediately so they can resolve their dif-
ferences and send me a trade promotion au-
thority bill I can sign at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3009, the
proposed “Andean Trade Preference Expansion
Act.”

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia
in Moscow, Russia

May 24, 2002

President Putin. Distinguished Mr. Presi-
dent, distinguished colleagues and friends,
we are happy to welcome you in the capital
of Russia and in the heart of it, in the Krem-
lin of Moscow.

This is the first visit of the President in
office of the United States of America to the
Russian Federation, and I'm very pleased to
note that this visit is of a different quality
than all previous visits of the heads of the
U.S. state to our country.

I'd like to underline that if prior to this
time virtually all meetings at this level were
dedicated to overcoming contradictions or
consequences of those contradictions, today
we have the right to state the creation of an
absolutely new quality to our relationship.
This touches upon the issues of security, the
issues of limitation of a strategical process,
and our participation in the building of the
new safe world. And this has a bearing to
the quality of trust for the relationship. And
all this happened over the past months, past
12 or 18 months, with active participation
and support of this process on behalf of the
President of the United States, Mr. Bush,
and his team.

Therefore, we're especially pleased, distin-
guished Mr. President, to receive you here
in Moscow, in Russia. Myself and my col-
leagues recall the warmth of the reception
we were accorded in the United States, in-
cluding in your home, in your family, and
we would like very much to respond with
a similar hospitality. And we hope and we're
confident that your visit to our country will



