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Week Ending Friday, June 7, 2002

Proclamation 7569—National
Fishing and Boating Week, 2002
May 31, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation’s landscape contains thousands

of bodies of water that offer endless opportu-
nities for recreational boating and fishing.
Every year, millions of Americans, including
me, look forward to enjoying these popular
pastimes.

In addition to providing opportunities for
recreation, fishing and boating play impor-
tant roles in our Nation’s economy. They sup-
port thousands of American jobs and gen-
erate millions of dollars that go directly back
to protecting and conserving resources at the
local level. Since 1950, State fish and wildlife
agencies have received nearly $4 billion
through the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Res-
toration Act. These funds have helped to pur-
chase over 322,000 acres for boating, fishing
and fish production, and research. In addi-
tion, funding has been used to help educate
the public about fish and their habitats.
These measures enhance the quality of life
for people of all ages and continue a vital
legacy of environmental stewardship.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2 through
June 8, 2002, as National Fishing and Boat-
ing Week. During this week, I encourage
people of the United States to participate in
the thousands of local events scheduled in
communities throughout the United States,
offering hands-on opportunities for families
and friends to share in these recreational ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirty-first day of May, in the

year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 4, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 5. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Telephone Remarks to Race for the
Cure Participants
June 1, 2002

Ambassador Nancy Brinker. Mr. Presi-
dent, we are honored that you would take
time out and talk to us today. Thank you,
and welcome.

The President. Well, Nancy, thank you
very much for your kind words, and I appre-
ciate so very much your service to our coun-
try as Ambassador to Hungary and your serv-
ice to our country as the founding chairman
of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foun-
dation.

And I’ve got to tell you, I’m here at West
Point, getting ready to give the commence-
ment address, and I’m honored to be here.
But I kind of wish I was running today with
the thousands who are there.

I want to thank all the runners for bringing
hope to Americans as we fight cancer. I want
to thank the survivors for your courage. I
want to thank Congresswoman Sue Myrick,
who is Race for the Cure honorary survivor
chair.

I appreciate so very much the fact that you
all recognize that you’re running for a great
work and a great cause, that every life saved
is a mother, a daughter, or a sister restored
to health. What I love most about the Komen
runs is that people participate in the spirit
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944 June 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

of generosity and kindness and love that real-
ly distinguishes America and makes us
unique. You know, a lot of people go out
and run to win prizes. You’re running and
walking to save lives. And for that, our Nation
is incredibly grateful.

I recognize that we’ve made some ad-
vances, and I’m grateful for those, as I know
you are as well. But I also know that we’ve
got a long way to go to win this war on cancer
and breast cancer. Nancy mentioned that the
Federal Government is strongly committed
to funding—putting dollars up for research
at the NIH, which we will do and continue
to do. See, I’m an optimistic person. I be-
lieve—strongly believe—in our lifetimes we
will achieve a victory over cancer.

Again, I want to thank you for running.
Every step you take today is critical to finding
a cure for breast cancer.

S. Sgt. Tony Damon. I’m sorry, Mr.
President. This is Signal.

The President. Yes—what?
Staff Sergeant Damon. I’m sorry, they

dropped the call. We’re going to
reestablish——

The President. What are you talking
about? They dropped the call?

Staff Sergeant Damon. They tried to
connect you to the feed, and the feed didn’t
go through.

The President. You mean I haven’t—they
haven’t heard a word yet?

Staff Sergeant Damon. I’m sorry, Mr.
President, they haven’t heard a word.

The President. Goddang it.

[At this point, the phone line was reestab-
lished.]

Ambassador Nancy Brinker. Welcome,
Mr. President.

The President. Hey, Nancy, I am sorry
that we dropped off. Let me tell all the run-
ners and walkers how appreciative I am that
you’re walking and running to save lives, how
appreciative I am that you show the great
generosity of spirit of the American people.

I want you to know, Nancy, that the Fed-
eral Government stands on your side, that
we’re going to spend money to research, to
find the cures necessary to defeat cancer.
And I believe in our lifetime we will defeat
cancer, and a large part of that success goes

to the thousands all across America who sup-
port the Komen Foundation runs and walks.

And so, on behalf of a grateful nation,
thank you for—you all for what you do. I’m
here at West Point. I kind of wish I was run-
ning with you all today. But since I’m not,
I am honored to be able to start the race.

And so the walkers, you all will start in
a few minutes. But right now, if the runners
will get ready, it’s about time for you to start.
And so in five seconds, it is my honor to start
this Race for the Cure. Four, three, two,
one—runners ready, and go.

NOTE: The teleconference began at 8:22 a.m. The
President spoke from the Superintendent’s House
at the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, NY,
to race participants on the Mall in Washington,
DC. Staff Sergeant Tony Damon, USA, Console
Controller, Army Signal Corps, assisted the Presi-
dent in the telephone conversation.

Commencement Address at the
United States Military Academy in
West Point, New York
June 1, 2002

Thank you very much, General Lennox.
Mr. Secretary, Governor Pataki, Members of
the United States Congress, Academy staff
and faculty, distinguished guests, proud fam-
ily members, and graduates: I want to thank
you for your welcome. Laura and I are espe-
cially honored to visit this great institution
in your bicentennial year.

In every corner of America, the words
‘‘West Point’’ command immediate respect.
This place where the Hudson River bends
is more than a fine institution of learning.
The United States Military Academy is the
guardian of values that have shaped the sol-
diers who have shaped the history of the
world.

A few of you have followed in the path
of the perfect West Point graduate Robert
E. Lee, who never received a single demerit
in 4 years. Some of you followed in the path
of the imperfect graduate Ulysses S. Grant,
who had his fair share of demerits and said
the happiest day of his life was ‘‘the day I
left West Point.’’ [Laughter] During my col-
lege years, I guess you could say I was—

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 02:38 Jun 12, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P23JNT4.007 txed01 PsN: txed01



945Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 1

[laughter]—during my college years, I guess
you could say I was a Grant man. [Laughter]

You walk in the tradition of Eisenhower
and MacArthur, Patton and Bradley—the
commanders who saved a civilization. And
you walk in the tradition of second lieuten-
ants who did the same by fighting and dying
on distant battlefields.

Graduates of this Academy have brought
creativity and courage to every field of en-
deavor. West Point produced the chief engi-
neer of the Panama Canal, the mind behind
the Manhattan Project, the first American to
walk in space. This fine institution gave us
the man they say invented baseball and other
young men over the years who perfected the
game of football. You know this, but many
in America don’t—George C. Marshall, a
VMI graduate, is said to have given this
order: ‘‘I want an officer for a secret and dan-
gerous mission. I want a West Point football
player.’’

As you leave here today, I know there’s
one thing you’ll never miss about this place:
being a plebe. [Laughter] But even a plebe
at West Point is made to feel he or she has
some standing in the world. [Laughter] I’m
told that plebes, when asked whom they out-
rank, are required to answer this: ‘‘Sir, the
Superintendent’s dog—[laughter]—the
Commandant’s cat, and all the admirals in
the whole damn Navy.’’ I probably won’t be
sharing that with the Secretary of the Navy.
[Laughter]

West Point is guided by tradition, and in
honor of the ‘‘Golden Children of the
Corps,’’ I will observe one of the traditions
you cherish most. As the Commander in
Chief, I hereby grant amnesty to all cadets
who are on restriction for minor conduct of-
fenses. [Applause] Those of you in the end
zone might have cheered a little early—
[laughter]—because, you see, I’m going to
let General Lennox define exactly what
‘‘minor’’ means. [Laughter]

Every West Point class is commissioned
to the Armed Forces. Some West Point class-
es are also commissioned by history to take
part in a great new calling for their country.
Speaking here to the class of 1942, 6 months
after Pearl Harbor, General Marshall said,
‘‘We’re determined that before the Sun sets
on this terrible struggle, our flag will be rec-

ognized throughout the world as a symbol
of freedom on the one hand and of over-
whelming power on the other.’’ Officers
graduating that year helped fulfill that mis-
sion, defeating Japan and Germany and then
reconstructing those nations as allies. West
Point graduates of the 1940s saw the rise of
a deadly new challenge—the challenge of im-
perial communism—and opposed it from
Korea to Berlin to Vietnam, and in the cold
war from beginning to end. And as the Sun
set on their struggle, many of those West
Point officers lived to see a world trans-
formed.

History has also issued its call to your gen-
eration. In your last year, America was at-
tacked by a ruthless and resourceful enemy.
You graduate from this Academy in a time
of war, taking your place in an American mili-
tary that is powerful and is honorable. Our
war on terror is only begun, but in Afghani-
stan it was begun well.

I am proud of the men and women who
have fought on my orders. America is pro-
foundly grateful for all who serve the cause
of freedom and for all who have given their
lives in its defense. This Nation respects and
trusts our military, and we are confident in
your victories to come.

This war will take many turns we cannot
predict. Yet, I am certain of this: Wherever
we carry it, the American flag will stand not
only for our power but for freedom. Our Na-
tion’s cause has always been larger than our
Nation’s defense. We fight, as we always
fight, for a just peace, a peace that favors
human liberty. We will defend the peace
against threats from terrorists and tyrants.
We will preserve the peace by building good
relations among the great powers. And we
will extend the peace by encouraging free
and open societies on every continent.

Building this just peace is America’s op-
portunity and America’s duty. From this day
forward, it is your challenge as well, and we
will meet this challenge together. You will
wear the uniform of a great and unique coun-
try. America has no empire to extend or uto-
pia to establish. We wish for others only what
we wish for ourselves, safety from violence,
the rewards of liberty, and the hope for a
better life.
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946 June 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

In defending the peace, we face a threat
with no precedent. Enemies in the past
needed great armies and great industrial ca-
pabilities to endanger the American people
and our Nation. The attacks of September
the 11th required a few hundred thousand
dollars in the hands of a few dozen evil and
deluded men. All of the chaos and suffering
they caused came at much less than the cost
of a single tank. The dangers have not passed.
This Government and the American people
are on watch. We are ready, because we
know the terrorists have more money and
more men and more plans.

The gravest danger to freedom lies at the
perilous crossroads of radicalism and tech-
nology. When the spread of chemical and bi-
ological and nuclear weapons, along with bal-
listic missile technology—when that occurs,
even weak states and small groups could at-
tain a catastrophic power to strike great na-
tions. Our enemies have declared this very
intention and have been caught seeking these
terrible weapons. They want the capability
to blackmail us or to harm us or to harm
our friends, and we will oppose them with
all our power.

For much of the last century, America’s
defense relied on the cold war doctrines of
deterrence and containment. In some cases,
those strategies still apply, but new threats
also require new thinking. Deterrence—the
promise of massive retaliation against na-
tions—means nothing against shadowy ter-
rorist networks with no nation or citizens to
defend. Containment is not possible when
unbalanced dictators with weapons of mass
destruction can deliver those weapons on
missiles or secretly provide them to terrorist
allies. We cannot defend America and our
friends by hoping for the best. We cannot
put our faith in the word of tyrants who sol-
emnly sign nonproliferation treaties and then
systemically break them. If we wait for
threats to fully materialize, we will have wait-
ed too long.

Homeland defense and missile defense are
part of stronger security; they’re essential pri-
orities for America. Yet, the war on terror
will not be won on the defensive. We must
take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his
plans, and confront the worst threats before
they emerge. In the world we have entered,

the only path to safety is the path of action,
and this Nation will act.

Our security will require the best intel-
ligence to reveal threats hidden in caves and
growing in laboratories. Our security will re-
quire modernizing domestic agencies such as
the FBI, so they’re prepared to act and act
quickly against danger. Our security will re-
quire transforming the military you will lead,
a military that must be ready to strike at a
moment’s notice in any dark corner of the
world. And our security will require all Amer-
icans to be forward-looking and resolute, to
be ready for preemptive action when nec-
essary to defend our liberty and to defend
our lives.

The work ahead is difficult. The choices
we will face are complex. We must uncover
terror cells in 60 or more countries, using
every tool of finance, intelligence, and law
enforcement. Along with our friends and al-
lies, we must oppose proliferation and con-
front regimes that sponsor terror, as each
case requires. Some nations need military
training to fight terror, and we’ll provide it.
Other nations oppose terror but tolerate the
hatred that leads to terror, and that must
change. We will send diplomats where they
are needed, and we will send you, our sol-
diers, where you’re needed.

All nations that decide for aggression and
terror will pay a price. We will not leave the
safety of America and the peace of the planet
at the mercy of a few mad terrorists and ty-
rants. We will lift this dark threat from our
country and from the world.

Because the war on terror will require re-
solve and patience, it will also require firm
moral purpose. In this way our struggle is
similar to the cold war. Now, as then, our
enemies are totalitarians, holding a creed of
power with no place for human dignity. Now,
as then, they seek to impose a joyless con-
formity, to control every life and all of life.

America confronted imperial communism
in many different ways, diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and military. Yet, moral clarity was
essential to our victory in the cold war. When
leaders like John F. Kennedy and Ronald
Reagan refused to gloss over the brutality of
tyrants, they gave hope to prisoners and dis-
sidents and exiles and rallied free nations to
a great cause.
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Some worry that it is somehow
undiplomatic or impolite to speak the lan-
guage of right and wrong. I disagree. Dif-
ferent circumstances require different meth-
ods but not different moralities. Moral truth
is the same in every culture, in every time,
and in every place. Targeting innocent civil-
ians for murder is always and everywhere
wrong. Brutality against women is always and
everywhere wrong. There can be no neu-
trality between justice and cruelty, between
the innocent and the guilty. We are in a con-
flict between good and evil, and America will
call evil by its name. By confronting evil and
lawless regimes, we do not create a problem;
we reveal a problem. And we will lead the
world in opposing it.

As we defend the peace, we also have an
historic opportunity to preserve the peace.
We have our best chance since the rise of
the nation-state in the 17th century to build
a world where the great powers compete in
peace instead of prepare for war. The history
of the last century, in particular, was domi-
nated by a series of destructive national rival-
ries that left battlefields and graveyards
across the Earth. Germany fought France,
the Axis fought the Allies, and then the East
fought the West, in proxy wars and tense
standoffs, against a backdrop of nuclear Ar-
mageddon.

Competition between great nations is inev-
itable, but armed conflict in our world is not.
More and more, civilized nations find our-
selves on the same side, united by common
dangers of terrorist violence and chaos.
America has and intends to keep military
strengths beyond challenge, thereby making
the destabilizing arms races of other eras
pointless and limiting rivalries to trade and
other pursuits of peace.

Today, the great powers are also increas-
ingly united by common values, instead of
divided by conflicting ideologies. The United
States, Japan, and our Pacific friends, and
now all of Europe, share a deep commitment
to human freedom, embodied in strong alli-
ances such as NATO. And the tide of liberty
is rising in many other nations.

Generations of West Point officers
planned and practiced for battles with Soviet
Russia. I’ve just returned from a new Russia,
now a country reaching toward democracy

and our partner in the war against terror.
Even in China, leaders are discovering that
economic freedom is the only lasting source
of national wealth. In time, they will find that
social and political freedom is the only true
source of national greatness.

When the great powers share common val-
ues, we are better able to confront serious
regional conflicts together, better able to co-
operate in preventing the spread of violence
or economic chaos. In the past, great power
rivals took sides in difficult regional prob-
lems, making divisions deeper and more
complicated. Today, from the Middle East
to South Asia, we are gathering broad inter-
national coalitions to increase the pressure
for peace. We must build strong and great
power relations when times are good to help
manage crisis when times are bad. America
needs partners to preserve the peace, and
we will work with every nation that shares
this noble goal.

And finally, America stands for more than
the absence of war. We have a great oppor-
tunity to extend a just peace by replacing
poverty, repression, and resentment around
the world with hope of a better day. Through
most of history, poverty was persistent, ines-
capable, and almost universal. In the last few
decades, we’ve seen nations from Chile to
South Korea build modern economies and
freer societies, lifting millions of people out
of despair and want. And there’s no mystery
to this achievement.

The 20th century ended with a single sur-
viving model of human progress, based on
nonnegotiable demands of human dignity,
the rule of law, limits on the power of the
state, respect for women, and private prop-
erty and free speech and equal justice and
religious tolerance. America cannot impose
this vision, yet we can support and reward
governments that make the right choices for
their own people. In our development aid,
in our diplomatic efforts, in our international
broadcasting, and in our educational assist-
ance, the United States will promote mod-
eration and tolerance and human rights. And
we will defend the peace that makes all
progress possible.

When it comes to the common rights and
needs of men and women, there is no clash
of civilizations. The requirements of freedom
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948 June 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

apply fully to Africa and Latin America and
the entire Islamic world. The peoples of the
Islamic nations want and deserve the same
freedoms and opportunities as people in
every nation. And their governments should
listen to their hopes.

A truly strong nation will permit legal ave-
nues of dissent for all groups that pursue
their aspirations without violence. An ad-
vancing nation will pursue economic reform,
to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy
of its people. A thriving nation will respect
the rights of women, because no society can
prosper while denying opportunity to half its
citizens. Mothers and fathers and children
across the Islamic world and all the world
share the same fears and aspirations: In pov-
erty, they struggle; in tyranny, they suffer;
and as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation,
they celebrate.

America has a greater objective than con-
trolling threats and containing resentment.
We will work for a just and peaceful world
beyond the war on terror.

The bicentennial class of West Point now
enters this drama. With all in the United
States Army, you will stand between your fel-
low citizens and grave danger. You will help
establish a peace that allows millions around
the world to live in liberty and to grow in
prosperity. You will face times of calm and
times of crisis, and every test will find you
prepared, because you’re the men and
women of West Point. You leave here
marked by the character of this Academy,
carrying with you the highest ideals of our
Nation.

Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisen-
hower recalled the first day he stood on the
plain at West Point. ‘‘The feeling came over
me,’’ he said, ‘‘that the expression ‘the United
States of America’ would now and henceforth
mean something different than it had ever
before. From here on, it would be the Nation
I would be serving, not myself.’’

Today, your last day at West Point, you
begin a life of service in a career unlike any
other. You’ve answered a calling to hardship
and purpose, to risk and honor. At the end
of every day, you will know that you have
faithfully done your duty. May you always
bring to that duty the high standards of this
great American institution. May you always

be worthy of the long gray line that stretches
two centuries behind you. On behalf of the
Nation, I congratulate each one of you for
the commission you’ve earned, for the credit
you bring to the United States of America.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:13 a.m. in Michie
Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen.
William J. Lennox, Jr., USA, Superintendent,
West Point Military Academy; Secretary of the
Army Thomas E. White; and Gov. George E.
Pataki of New York.

The President’s Radio Address
June 1, 2002

Good morning. It’s graduation time on
many college campuses. Members of my ad-
ministration are traveling around the country
to challenge the class of 2002 to make serving
their neighbor and their Nation a central part
of their lives. Earlier today I spoke to the
graduating cadets of West Point, who will
provide the ultimate service to our Nation
as we fight and win the war on terror.

Americans have always believed in an ethic
of service. Americans serve others because
their conscience demands it, because their
faith teaches it, because they are grateful to
their country, and because service brings re-
wards much deeper than material success.
Government does not create this idealism,
but we can do a better job of supporting and
encouraging an ethic of service in America.

During my State of the Union Address last
January, I asked all Americans to give at least
2 years, or 4,000 hours over their lives, to
serving others. And I created the USA Free-
dom Corps to help Americans find volunteer
opportunities. Whatever your talent, what-
ever your background, each of you can do
something.

America needs retired doctors and nurses
who can be mobilized in emergencies, volun-
teers to help police and fire departments, and
transportation and utility workers trained to
spot danger. We have created a new Citizen
Corps to enable Americans to make their
own neighborhoods safer.

America needs citizens working to
strengthen our communities. We need more
talented teachers in our troubled schools and
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more mentors to love our children. Through
the USA Freedom Corps and the ‘‘Citizen
Service Act’’ introduced in Congress just over
a week ago, we will expand and improve the
good efforts of AmeriCorps and Senior Corps
to meet the needs of America’s communities.
I urge Congress to act quickly on this good
piece of legislation. The USA Freedom
Corps is also working with the nonprofits and
hospitals, houses of worship, and schools
around the country that offer millions of
Americans the chance to serve others.

And America needs citizens to extend the
compassion of our country to every part of
the world, so we are renewing the promise
of the Peace Corps, doubling its volunteers
over the next 5 years, and asking it to expand
its efforts to foster education and develop-
ment in the Islamic world. We will fight re-
sentment and hatred with hope and progress.

Americans from every walk of life are
heeding the call to service. Since my State
of the Union Address, more than 45,000
Americans have asked for Peace Corps appli-
cations. More than 34,000 citizens have
signed up for the new Citizen Corps initia-
tive. Applications for AmeriCorps and Senior
Corps are also up.

And service knows no age requirement.
You’re never too old—or too young—to help
out. One remarkable act of service came
from 13-year-old Ashley Shamberger of
Aloha, Oregon. A few months ago, Ashley
wrote me a letter about the patriotic
keychains she and her mom made and sold
to raise money for the children of Afghani-
stan. She included a check for $270.88, ‘‘to
save more kids,’’ as she put it. She did all
this while hospitalized with cancer. Trag-
ically, Ashley died on the very day her letter
reached the White House.

This is the character of our country. This
is the soul of our people. This is the Nation
we love and can honor through acts of serv-
ice. If you’d like to find opportunities to serve
your community, our country, or the world,
as so many Americans already have, just con-
tact usafreedomcorps.gov or call 1–877–
USA–CORPS.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:35 a.m.
on May 31 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 1. The

transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 31 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks to the Community in
Little Rock, Arkansas
June 3, 2002

Thank you all. It’s nice to be back in Ar-
kansas. Thank you for that great hospitality.
You know, when I was Governor, you used
to let me come across the river sometimes—
[laughter]—that is, Governor of Texas—and
it’s good to be back. I’m so honored to be
in this fine State with so many citizens. I’m
here to give you kind of a sense about how
things are going, at least from my perspec-
tive.

Before I do, I want to thank Senator
Hutchinson for his hard work on behalf of
the people of Arkansas, and I want to thank
him for his friendship. I appreciate so very
much Senator Blanche Lincoln being here
as well. Thank you for coming, Senator Lin-
coln; I’m honored to have you here. Con-
gressman Boozman from up north is here.
Thank you for being here, John. I’m glad
you’re here. I hope they’re here to get some
of this update and not because they want a
free ride back to Washington. [Laughter] By
the way, it’s a nice way to travel, I want you
to know.

I’ve known your Governor for a long time.
I’m proud to call him friend. I’m really—
I know you’re grateful for the job he’s doing
as the Governor of this important State, and
I want to thank him.

Mike’s invited me to his church today; I’m
going out there to talk about the need to be
compassionate for people who hurt. And I
can’t wait to go. Mike, I want to thank you
for the invitation for—to give me a chance
to herald the great faith that exists through-
out our country and the importance of faith
in the lives of our citizens and the importance
of faith to make sure our Nation is as strong
and as decent and as hopeful in every neigh-
borhood as is conceivably possible.

And I appreciate Tommy Thompson trav-
eling with us today. Tommy is the Secretary
of Health and Human Services. He is a friend
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of mine as well. He’s the former Governor
of Wisconsin, who understands that welfare
needs to help people help themselves.
Tommy is doing a fantastic job as our Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

Not on our traveling team is the most pop-
ular person in my family, the First Lady of
the United States. [Applause] I know. The
same thing happened to my dad. [Laughter]
But Laura was recently here in Arkansas.
She’s talking about her passions of education
and helping people. And when I asked her
to marry me, she was a public school librarian
in Texas, and she didn’t particularly care for
politicians or politics. And here she is, First
Lady of the United States—thank goodness,
for the country. She’s doing a great job.

The family’s doing well. Barney, the dog,
is in great shape. [Laughter] Spot, the dog
who was born at the White House when
Mother and Dad were there, is getting a little
up in the years, but she’s doing well too.
She’s used to the confines of the South Lawn.
And I invite her every morning into the Oval
Office with me to start my day. Kind of in
the southern tradition, I’m an early morning
person. I get there about 10 until 7 every
morning, and Spot makes herself com-
fortable on the new carpet. [Laughter] That’s
why Barney’s not invited in in the morning.
[Laughter] But we’re doing great.

And before I begin the state of our Union,
or at least how I see it right now, I want
to thank all of you for your prayer. Many
people in this State and around our Nation
give the President the greatest gift a Presi-
dent could receive, and that is prayer. And
it’s a—it’s not a Republican prayer; it’s not
a Democrat prayer. It’s a prayer that’s far
greater than politics, and I know that. And
I want to thank you for that, and I want to
thank you for praying for our Nation as well,
because we’ve got some challenges ahead of
us.

And there are some truths to the chal-
lenges we face. What’s interesting is that
we’ve been at war for 9 months. And that’s
a short time in the—generally, in the history
of war. It seems like a long time to some.
But not much time has passed, really, when
you think about it. And we’re making good
progress, though. We are. We’ve got—we’re
learning a lot. We’re learning that there are

people that hate America because of our—
the fact that we love freedom. That’s what
we’ve learned.

I remember some children asking me,
‘‘How can we be attacked? Who would want
to hurt America?’’ And the answer is, people
that can’t stand freedom. They hate the
thought of a nation being tolerant about reli-
gion. They can’t stand that we’re allowed to
worship freely in America. That bothers
them. It bothers them that we can have good,
open, and honest political discourse. It both-
ers them we’ve got a free press. It bothers
them that we are the beacon to freedom, so
when people look around the world for what
freedom means, they look to America. And
that bothers them.

We’ve learned that this enemy is nothing
but a bunch of coldblooded killers—cold-
blooded killers who hijack a religion. That’s
what we’ve learned. We’ve learned they’re
pretty resourceful and pretty devious. They’ll
hide in a cave, thinking that we’ll quit.
They’re willing to send youngsters to their
death, while they, themselves, are taking care
of their own. That’s who we’re dealing with.
And they’re patient, and they’re still deter-
mined—they’re still determined. They’ve still
got an army out there. Oh, it’s not the kind
of army we’re used to when you think about
war—certainly not the armies that fought on
the continent of Europe. Just—as you know,
I was honored to go to Normandy. What an
unbelievable sight that is, by the way. And
for all the World War II vets who are here,
thanks from the bottom of our collective
hearts for securing our freedom.

We’ve learned that the new enemy, the
enemy of the new wars of the 21st century—
they don’t have lines of defense; they kind
of meld into society. They take advantages
of either weakness or freedom. That’s what
we’ve learned. And it’s good to know that—
it’s good to know that.

And they’ve learned some stuff about us.
They’ve learned we’re pretty tough when
people come after America. They’ve learned
that when it comes to defending our free-
dom, we’ll defend it with all our might. That’s
what they’ve learned. They’ve learned that
we love freedom, and it is nonnegotiable, our
love for freedom.
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They have learned that the United States
has got a great military. They have learned
that America is grateful for those who wear
our—the uniform of our military. And
they’ve also learned that this is an administra-
tion that understands, anytime we commit
any of our young to battle, they deserve the
best pay, the best equipment, the best train-
ing possible.

The enemy probably thought that we were
such a weak society, so materialistic and self-
absorbed, that when they attacked that all
we would do is file a couple of lawsuits.
[Laughter] They’ve learned that that’s not
the way we think, that we’re resolved.

Much to their chagrin, they’ve learned that
we’re a patient nation, that the people of this
country understand what I know, that this
struggle for freedom is going to take a while.
As a matter of fact, there is no—there’s not
a calendar that says it’s got to quit by such-
and-such a moment; that if things aren’t
wrapped up by this election or this Super
Bowl or this World Series that we’re just
going to fold up and go on home; that we’re
a patient people; that the American people
understand that some days there will be mo-
ments of great drama on the TV screens, and
sometimes there’s going to be, you know,
kind of a lull in the action; and that—that
we understand that.

And that’s important in this war, that
American people, much to the chagrin of the
enemy and much to the delight of a grateful
President, understand that we face a new
threat, the likes of which we’ve never seen
before, and that we will do what it takes to
win the war.

If there’s a cave that needs to be searched,
we’ll search it. If there’s a country that needs
to hear again and again, ‘‘You’re either with
us or you’re against us,’’ they’ll hear it. We’re
on an international manhunt. And you just
need to know, my fellow citizens, that even
though it may not be prominent in the news,
I think about defending this country every
day and that we’re after them, one person
at a time. Anybody who thinks they’re going
to hurt America is going to be hunted down.
The best way to defend—the best way to de-
fend this country, the best way for me to do
my most important job, which is to protect
innocent Americans, is to go on the offense

and chase them down one by one and bring
them to justice, which is precisely what
America is going to do.

And we learned that we’ve got some work
to do at home, that we can do a better job
of defending the American people, which we
are going to do. We know we’ve got to do
a better job on our borders, understanding
who’s coming into the country and who’s
leaving and why they’re here and why they
haven’t left. We know that we need to do
a better job of that in order to defend the
homeland.

We know we’ve got to make sure we’re
ready for whatever happens. I want to thank
the police and the fire and the emergency
workers here in the State of Arkansas for the
important job you do and let you know that
part of our strategy is to make sure we’ve
got a first-responders initiative and strategy
that will make the homeland more secure.
We know we need to do that, and we’re doing
that.

We’ve got to make sure that we get the
best intelligence possible. In this new war
against this shadowy enemy, it’s very impor-
tant that we gather as much intelligence as
we can. We need to know what they’re think-
ing and what they’re planning on doing be-
fore they do something. That’s the best way.

And we also know that at home we needed
to have changed and are now changing our
law enforcement agencies from—to a new
strategy, one that not only chases down
criminals and arrests them, but a strategy
which works to prevent further attacks. So
when you read about the FBI, I want you
to know that the FBI is changing its culture.
The FBI prior to September 11th was run-
ning down white-collar criminals—and that’s
good—was worrying about spies—that’s
good. But now they’ve got a more important
task, and that is to prevent further attack.
And so the FBI is changing, and they’re
doing a better job of communicating with the
CIA. They’re now sharing intelligence.

My point to you is that whether it be at
your airports or on a border or law enforce-
ment, the whole mission of the Federal Gov-
ernment, working in conjunction with the
State and local governments, is to protect the
American people.
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The enemy also knows that I’m really seri-
ous when it comes to routing out harm be-
fore it hits America. I don’t know whether
that’s good or bad they know that, but they’re
learning that. They’re also learning we’re the
kind of team that does what we say we’re
going to do. So when I said the other day
that I’m concerned about these countries
which develop weapons of mass destruction
and we know they hate America and I intend
to bring the diplomatic pressure or the pres-
sure of the world and, if need be, act, I mean
it.

History has called this Nation into action.
History has put the spotlight on America.
History is going to write, did this country,
in its position—unique position in the world,
did we blink in the face of terror, or were
we willing to lead the world to a more free
and civilized society? And as far as I’m con-
cerned, there’s only one answer to that ques-
tion, and that answer is, this great country
will lead the world to a more safe and secure
and free society.

No, this Nation is plenty patient and plenty
tough. And we’re ready—we’re ready. But
you know what else I’ve learned? That out
of evil can come some incredible good. Out
of evil, out of the evil done to our country,
we have a chance to not only keep the
peace—and I want the youngsters here to
know that when you hear about fighting, it’s
because we want the world to be peaceful.
Our goal is peace. We never have sought re-
venge. This great country seeks justice. And
we want you to be living in a world that is
peaceful, so when you grow up, you can feel
freedom and be free.

But also at home, we have a chance to
show, out of evil can come some incredible
good. People say to me, ‘‘What can I do to
join this great country in the war on terror?’’
And my answer is, love a neighbor like you’d
like to be loved yourself. If you want to fight
evil, do some good. You want to fight evil,
help somebody who needs some help. And
those acts can be great acts, or they can be
small acts, but they all add up. Our society
can be saved one heart and one soul, one
conscience at a time. And I recognize while
one person can’t do everything, one person
can do something to make a difference in
somebody’s life.

You’ve seen how people have taken a look
at their own lives and at their own soul since
9/11. You’ve seen moms and dads recognize
their most important job, if they happen to
have a child, is to love their children and
remind them they love them. That’s part of
a compassionate society. There are people all
across this country who are—who hear a call
to help somebody. It’s not a Government-
issued call, really; when you think about it,
it’s a call of conscience and a call of heart.
All the President can say, ‘‘If you want to
help, please help,’’ and I do that all the time.
We’ve got the USA Freedom Corps, Peace
Corps, ways to help—and AmeriCorps.

And today we’ve got with us Brenda Ross,
who’s a USA Freedom Corps honoree, full-
time AmeriCorps*VISTA volunteer. She
works in making sure people who need food
get food. She’s working in Boys and Girls
Clubs. I don’t know where Brenda is, but
anyway, she is part of the soldiers in the ar-
mies of compassion.

And you can join that army of compassion,
too, by mentoring a child. I told you, we’re
going to Huckabee’s church—excuse me,
Governor Huckabee’s church—I call him
Huckabee. [Laughter] This is a church which
is helping welfare recipients learn a skill so
they can work. There’s nothing more—
there’s no more—there’s no better way to
earn dignity than to work. And this church
understands that.

We can fight terror by feeding people who
are hungry. We can fight terror by loving the
lonely. We can fight terror by insisting every
child learns to read. We can fight terror by
doing good, and that’s happening all across
America.

The great strength of this country is not
really our military. The great strength of the
country is the people of America. The great
strength of the country lies in the hearts and
souls of our citizens, people who are willing
to serve something greater than materialism
and selfishness, people who are willing to
serve something greater than yourself.

You know, that really came home to me
most vividly on Flight 93. Think about that:
People got on an airplane; they’re flying
across the country; and all of a sudden the
call comes and says, ‘‘Your airplane is going
to be used as a weapon.’’ And so they tell
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their loved ones they love them; they said
a prayer; they took the plane to the ground
to save somebody else’s life.

You see, it’s that sense of serving some-
thing greater than yourself that we all can
do—that we all can do—by showing compas-
sion and decency and love. And as a result,
we will show the world the true strength of
America. We’re going to keep the peace by
being strong militarily and by doing our job,
and we will win the war by being a compas-
sionate, decent, honorable nation.

It is such an honor—such an honor—to
be the President of such a grand country.
Thanks for giving me the chance.

May God bless you all. May God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. at the
Statehouse Convention Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas.

Remarks in a Discussion on Welfare
Reform in Little Rock, Arkansas
June 3, 2002

The President. Mike, thank you very
much. I’m real fond of your Governor. I’ve
known him for a long time. As he said, thank-
fully I took the hot dog out of my hand before
I shook his hand. You were probably the guy
yelling, ‘‘More pitching,’’ though. [Laughter]

But it’s great to be here with Mike in a
State that—whose Governor works hard to
find innovative ways to help people. And
we’re going to spend some time today talking
about how best to help people go from wel-
fare to independence and dignity. That’s
what we’re really here to talk about.

Before I do though, I do want to say that
I am working hard to secure the country. My
vision is for a country that is not only more
secure but also a country that is better. And
so we’re going to talk about the ‘‘better’’ part,
how best to help people. I picked—the first
way to start is to pick a good Cabinet. I’ve
really done that. I’m surrounded by great
people on not only the foreign policy side,
on the national security side of my adminis-
tration, but also on the domestic side.

Tommy Thompson was a Governor, a
friend of Mike and mine, Governor of Wis-
consin, and did a terrific job of heralding

education reforms and welfare reforms in his
State. So I figured if a person could do a
good job of helping people find work in Wis-
consin, why not bring him to the Federal
level? Not only is he successful as a Gov-
ernor, but he also understands that Gov-
ernors need flexibility and authority in order
to meet the goals that we all want. And so
Tommy is a person who trusts the people
of Arkansas to figure out the best way to take
care of the people of Arkansas. And he’s
doing a great job as the Secretary of Health
and Human Services. So I appreciate you
being here, Tommy.

I want to thank your two United States
Senators for traveling with me today, Tim
Hutchinson and Blanche Lincoln. I appre-
ciate you all coming. Congressman Boozman
is here as well. I want to thank him for being
here. The Lieutenant Governor—there’s the
Lieutenant Governor; I’m glad that Governor
Rockefeller is here. I want to thank the
mayor for being here as well—and other
elected officials. I appreciate you coming to
hear this discussion, because it’s an important
discussion for Arkansas.

I want to thank Mark Evans. There’s a lot
of stories that I’ve already learned in one
brief car ride about Pastor Evans. They’re
all good, by the way. [Laughter] Instead of
building a house of worship, the first thing
he’s going to do is build a place to help peo-
ple, a welfare-to-work training center. I
thought that was—and in the meantime, I
guess you’ll have your services here.

Well, that’s really important. See, I like to
remind people that governments can pass out
money. What government cannot do is put
love in people’s heart or hope in people’s
lives. And one of the things I feel most pas-
sionate about is how to capture this great
strength of the country and help church and
synagogue and mosque interface with people
in need. The best welfare programs at many
places are really found inside—inside houses
of worship. And that’s what’s happening
here. It’s interesting, we’re having this dis-
cussion on how to move people from welfare
to work in a house of worship, and we’re
going to hear from three brave ladies here
in a second about how this—this church, in
this case, is helping—or two of the ladies—
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helped them find dignity in their lives and
hope for their families.

I want to talk a little while before we turn
it over to the people that matter a heck of
a lot more than me and Tommy—for that
matter, Huckabee—[laughter]—and that is
the heroines of welfare reform. But first, the
law that was passed in 1996 has been a great
success. Senator Hutchinson, as a matter of
fact, was on the conference committee that
was a part of writing this law. It’s been a
huge success in America.

It’s important for Americans to under-
stand, when they hear the talk about welfare
reform, that the ’96 law has made a signifi-
cant difference in millions of people’s lives.
As a matter of fact, Tommy’s releasing a re-
port today, and he can elaborate on that a
little later, that details the successes of wel-
fare reform: 5.4 million people fewer—fewer
people in poverty in 2000 than in ’96. A lot
of it had to do with the Nation making a
concerted effort to move people from wel-
fare to work. And so when we talk about the
reauthorization, which means we’ve got to
extend it somehow in Congress, it’s impor-
tant for the Congress to recognize that this
has been an incredibly successful piece of so-
cial policy.

Secondly, part of the reason why it’s
worked so well is because of work—that
there is a work requirement. In order to
make sure that we continue with good wel-
fare law and good social policy, we should
not weaken the work requirement in welfare.
We ought to set high standards and aim for
those standards. Anything that weakens the
work requirement in a welfare reauthoriza-
tion bill hurts the people we’re trying to help.
And it’s important to remember that.

One of the interesting things—you’ll hear
people say, ‘‘Well, there needs to be more
money.’’ Of course, that’s always an argu-
ment in Washington, and I’m aware of that
argument. The budget that we submitted up
there has got $17 billion. It’s the same level
that has been in place in the past. But what’s
interesting is that the caseload has declined
by 50 percent. That’s part of the success of
the ’96 law. So if you’ve got the same money
with half the number of cases, we doubled
the amount of money available to all people.
And that’s important for the Congress and

the appropriators to understand, that if you
keep the funding level the same and the case-
load is half, you’ve got twice the amount of
money to help.

Thirdly, that it’s also important to say that
part of the work requirement is, you’ve got
to work 40 hours a week. In other words,
work is work. We can play like it’s not work,
but that doesn’t help people we’re trying to
help. The play-like world is the world that
these ladies struggled to get out of. They
wanted the real world of dignity and work
and to be able to raise their families. And
so when I asked Congress to say 40-hour
workweek, we mean that.

Now, I recognize some people need extra
help. There needs to be some extra education
or some extra job training, and so part of
the 40-hour workweek can go to job training.
As a matter of fact, 16 hours of the 40, if
need be, should be set aside for job training
or education purposes. And that’s in the bill
I’ve submitted and passed the House of Rep-
resentatives.

And finally, it’s very important that we give
States maximum flexibility. The problem
with Washington is, oftentimes Washington
thinks on behalf of people just because some
in Washington think that the only place
where smart people live is in Washington.
That’s not really the case. [Laughter] There’s
a couple smart ones up there, but not all the
brains in America are in Washington, DC.
Therefore, we ought to trust the local folks.
We ought to trust the Governors more. As
a former Governor—and Tommy’s a former
Governor—we understand that the more
flexibility in the welfare law or the education
law, for that matter, the more likely it is we’re
going to achieve important social goals and
social objectives.

And so the bill I’ve submitted that passed
the House is a bill that’s got adequate fund-
ing. It’s got the need to—it’s got high stand-
ards, and that’s what we want. If you lower
the bar and lower the standards, you’re not
going to get the results you want in society.
We believe that people can achieve.

And the final ingredient that needs to hap-
pen is, is that we need to get the Faith-Based
Initiative out of the United States Senate,
too. It’s an initiative that recognizes that—
that while on the one hand we don’t want
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the church being the state, or the state being
the church, we shouldn’t discriminate against
programs that come out of faith-based insti-
tutions, all aimed at helping people help
themselves.

Listen, some of the best drug treatment
programs and alcohol treatment programs
are programs that first help change a person’s
heart, so they can make better choices in
their lives. And so I’m—I’ve come to this
house to herald the programs, to call upon
a good law, for starters, out of Congress—
out of the Senate, so we can get it to the
Senate and the House, and get it to my desk,
and give these Governors time to plan to help
people.

But I also come here because I recognize
that some of the greatest social programs in
the country come out of houses of worship
of all faiths—of all faiths. And so Pastor Greg,
I want to thank you for your leadership. I
want to thank you for helping to live the
adage—you want to love a neighbor like
you’d like to be loved yourself. And I appre-
ciate a man who not only preaches but a man
who does.

Thanks for giving us a chance to be here.

[The discussion began.]

The President. You did great. Thank you
very much. I appreciate you, Vivian. Probably
would be helpful if some of the dads paid
their child support, don’t you think?

Participant. Yes.
The President. Pastor, you’ve done great.

I appreciate it. Thanks.
Thank you, ladies, for sharing your stories.

There’s millions of stories like yours, single
moms who struggle to get ahead. By the way,
being a single mom is the toughest job in
America. It’s the toughest job.

And so long as there’s pockets of hopeless-
ness, this country must act—it must act. Any-
time we find somebody who hurts, we’ve got
to love them. I tell people, if you want to
fight evil, the evil done to America, you do
some good.

And the other interesting thing about what
you all have done is, your example serves to
help save somebody else’s life. And I want
to thank you for that and thank you for shar-
ing with us and the country your great stories.

You did really well, very good job by all three
of you.

I want Tommy to say a few words. Tommy
is in charge of getting the law through the
Senate, getting the differences between the
House and the Senate reconciled and on my
desk and then making sure it’s implemented
in the right spirit. But Tommy, do you mind
saying a couple of things?

[At this point, Health and Human Services
Secretary Tommy G. Thompson made brief
remarks.]

The President. Pastor, there’s a couple of
other things in the bill that might interest
the people here. One of the things that we
try to promote in the bill is family, and we
set aside money for grant programs to States
to encourage families to stay together. Now
I recognize, not all families are going to stay
together. But the more families we save, the
more likely it is a child is going to have a
good chance of making it here in the country.

And so there’s a strong initiative in there
to promote families, to help people who are
about to get married to understand the con-
sequences of marriage, and then to help peo-
ple who are married who know they need
to save their marriage, help them save that
marriage. The family is an important part of
the future. And that money, as far as I’m
concerned, should be available for programs
that work. We ought to be asking the ques-
tion, what works, and get out of the process-
oriented world that we sometimes find our-
selves in Government. And I know that, Pas-
tor Evans, you’ve got a family initiative in
your church, and I want to thank you for that.

The other thing—the other part of the bill
that obviously gets a lot of heat, but it’s one
that I think makes a lot of sense, is that we
promote abstinence as well. We can argue
the merits of it—whether or not it would be
a part of the bill, but I tell you this: If you’re
interested in what works, it works 100 per-
cent of the time. [Laughter]

So the bill is comprehensive in that sense,
and it’s all aimed at helping people—it’s—
that and this education reform. Listen, I want
your kids to go to college, and I want your
kids to get the best education possible. And
we’ve passed a pretty good bill out of Wash-
ington. It really does empower the State of
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Arkansas more than ever before. And it says,
every child can learn. I mean, it starts with
this premise, every child—it doesn’t matter
how your children are raised, what the mom
does for a living—every child can learn.

It also sets high standards. And see, I’m
the kind of fellow who believes in raising that
bar. I believe in the best. I don’t want medi-
ocrity. I want excellence in everything we do.
And so I’m confident that the bill that is
being debated up there now, combined with
the education bill, it’s really going to make
America a much more hopeful place for
every single citizen, not just a few of us, not
just a group of us, but every citizen. And
that’s really what we’re aiming for.

NOTE: The discussion began at 1:05 p.m. at The
Church at Rock Creek. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkan-
sas, who introduced the President; Lt. Gov. Win
Rockefeller of Arkansas; Mark Evans, senior pas-
tor, and Greg Kirksey, pastor, The Church at Rock
Creek; and Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock. The
discussion participants were Spring Davidson, Jea-
nette Cain, and Vivian Webb.

Exchange With Reporters at
Fort Meade, Maryland
June 4, 2002

Intelligence Prior to September 11
The President. How are we doing?
Q. Not bad, sir. I wanted to ask you, yes-

terday you said in Little Rock that a better
job could have been—a better job needs to
be done to prevent terrorism. Does that
mean, in hindsight—which, obviously, is 20/
20—a better job could have been done?

The President. Well, I think there’s no
question that the FBI, for example, did not
have as its primary mission a prevention of
an attack, and now it does. In other words,
the FBI was a fine law enforcement agency,
chasing down white collar criminals and peo-
ple that were committing crimes in America.
And that’s good, and that’s still an important
function of the FBI. But now the focus is
on—the primary focus is on preventing a fur-
ther attack. So the mission has changed, and
that’s a positive change.

In terms of whether or not the FBI and
the CIA were communicating properly, I

think it is clear that they weren’t, and that
they—now we’ve addressed that issue. The
CIA and the FBI are now in close commu-
nications; there’s better sharing of intel-
ligence. And one of the things that is essential
to win this war is to have the best intelligence
possible and, when we get the best intel-
ligence, to be able to share it throughout our
Government.

And as you’ve seen the reforms that both
Director Tenet and Bob Mueller have put
in place, a lot of those reforms had to do
with how able—the two are able to talk to
each other. And it’s a very positive reform.

Q. If the reform had been put in place
beforehand, if the FBI had been——

The President. Well, it’s hard—it’s
hard—I haven’t seen any evidence——

Q. ——could the attacks have been
stopped?

The President. I’ve seen no evidence to
date that said this country could have pre-
vented the attack.

Upcoming Visit by President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt

Q. Mr. President, President Mubarak told
the New York Times this morning that he
is proposing the idea of declaring a Pales-
tinian state and then negotiating the hard
things—borders—later. Does that make any
sense to you?

The President. Well, I look forward to
talking to President Mubarak. I’d rather—
you know, I think it’s probably wise for me
to listen to what he has to say and not read
it, you know, through the filter of a fine news-
paper. So I’m going to look forward to my
meetings with him at Camp David.

Egyptian Intelligence Prior to
September 11

Q. He also—one of the things he said in
that was that the Egyptian intelligence serv-
ices had told the United States that they were
expecting an Al Qaida attack a week before
September 11th. Is there any—do you know
of any reason to believe that?

The President. No, listen, there’s all kinds
of speculation. As I said, I have seen no evi-
dence that would have led me to believe that
we could have prevented the attacks. And
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obviously, if we could have, we would have
prevented the attacks.

Intelligence Community/Congressional
Investigation

Q. Sir, is there any concern at all that all
this finger-pointing between the FBI and the
CIA is distracting them a bit from the mis-
sion at hand, preventing future terrorist at-
tacks?

The President. Well, you know, one of
the things I’ve said is that, for example—yes,
I’m concerned about distractions from this
perspective: I want the Congress to inves-
tigate, but I want a committee to investigate,
not multiple committees to investigate, be-
cause I don’t want to tie up our team when
we’re trying to fight this war on terror. So
I don’t want our people to be distracted.

In terms of the gossip and the finger-point-
ing—level three staffers trying to protect, you
know, trying to protect their hide—I don’t
think that’s of concern. That’s just typical
Washington, DC.

But what I am concerned about is tying
up valuable assets and time and possibly
jeopardizing sources of intelligence. And
that’s why it is very important that the Con-
gress do investigate, but they do so in a way
that doesn’t jeopardize our intelligence gath-
ering capacity. That’s why they have intel-
ligence committees on Capitol Hill, and
that’s the appropriate forum, as far as I am
concerned, for these investigations.

Iraq
Q. Mr. President, you’ve got a lot going

on foreign-policy-wise right now, the Middle
East meetings later this week, the continued
efforts here. Is this all moving Iraq to the
back burner?

The President. Well, I think you need to
read my speech that I gave at West Point.
If you haven’t, I’ll get you——

Q. I was there, sir.
The President. Oh. I think you need to

have listened to my speech I gave at West
Point. [Laughter]

No, the war on terror is—and my strong
desire to protect our homeland is of para-
mount importance to me. And I think people
understand my position on these closed re-
gimes that harbor and desire to have weap-

ons of mass destruction. And as I said in my
speech, we’ll use all the tools at our disposal
to deal with these nations that hate America
and hate our freedoms. And one option, of
course, is the military option, but as we’ve
said repeatedly, I have no plans on my desk
at this point in time. But nevertheless, these
nations that I have named need to take—
they need to take America seriously. When
it comes to defending our freedoms, they
need to be worried about how we defend
our freedom. We’re very serious about this,
and we expect them to change their behavior.

Global Warming
Q. Mr. President, good morning, sir. Do

you plan any new initiatives on—to combat
global warming?

The President. No, I’ve laid out that very
comprehensive initiative. I read the report
put out by a—put out by the bureaucracy.
I do not support the Kyoto treaty. The Kyoto
treaty would severely damage the United
States economy, and I don’t accept that. I
accept the alternative we put out, that we
can grow our economy and, at the same time,
through technologies, improve our environ-
ment.

Morale in the Intelligence Community
Q. Sir, are you concerned about the mo-

rale in the intelligence agencies, given the
criticism that’s been lodged so far, and is that
part of what you’re going to be talking about
today with the employees of the NSA?

The President. I believe morale is high.
I glean that from the leaders with whom I
meet on a regular basis. These—our intel-
ligence communities understand they are on
the forefront of one of the most important
wars in our Nation’s history. And they’re—
I think I’m more worried about them being
overworked. These good people are putting
in long, long hours.

And one of my jobs is to remind those who
sacrifice on behalf of our Nation that we ap-
preciate it a lot. And I’d rather have them
sacrificing on behalf of our Nation than, you
know, endless hours of testimony on congres-
sional hill. The appropriate place to do that,
of course, is the intelligence committees.
And again I repeat, the reason why that’s im-
portant is because we have got to guard the
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methodology—methodologies of our coun-
try, of how—it’s important for us to not re-
veal how we collect information. That’s what
the enemy wants, and we’re fighting an
enemy.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:45 a.m. in the
Operations Center at the National Security Agen-
cy.

Remarks to Welfare-to-Work
Graduates
June 4, 2002

The President. Thank you all for coming.
Welcome. Please be seated. Well, thank you
all for that warm welcome, and welcome to
the people’s house.

All of you here today who have gone from
welfare to work really represent courage and
strength. And I want to thank you for your
examples of what is possible and for your sto-
ries of success. You’ve earned independence
and the respect of your families and your
communities, the respect of your President.
I congratulate you—I want to congratulate
you on using and utilizing your God-given
talents to their fullest. So, welcome.

I want to welcome Tommy Thompson,
who’s the Secretary of Health and Human
Services. Tommy, thank you for being here.
He’s a former Governor—nothing wrong
with former Governors. [Laughter] But
Tommy has been a leader in welfare reform,
which is really a leader in helping people.
He did a great job as the Governor of Wis-
consin. He’s doing a great job here in Wash-
ington. Thank you, Tommy.

Elaine Chao is here as well, who is the
Secretary of Labor. I want to thank you for
coming, Elaine, as well.

I want to thank Members of the Congress
who are here. Wally, thank you for coming—
Wally Herger from California, Buck McKeon
of California, Michael Bilirakis of Florida. I
appreciate your interest. I thank you for com-
ing.

I want to thank Rodney Carroll, who is
here. Rodney is the president and CEO of
the Welfare to Work Partnership. What that
means is, Rodney is really in charge of con-
vincing corporate America to do their duty,

and that is to help people who want to find
work. And Rodney’s done a great job.
There’s—millions of people have been
placed in employment because of the Wel-
fare to Work Partnership.

And one of the really terrific companies
that has responded to the call to be a respon-
sible corporate citizen in America is UPS.
And I want to thank the representatives of
UPS who are here; ‘‘Big Brown,’’ I think you
call yourself now. [Laughter]

On the stage with me is Al and Ann
Briscoe. They’re going to have something to
say if we can ever get the President to stop
talking. [Laughter] But I want to welcome
the Briscoes and all the welfare-to-work
graduates from the States of Pennsylvania
and Michigan and Connecticut and Florida.
We’re really glad you’re here.

I want to thank the Briscoes for their will-
ingness to share the inspiring story—stories,
by the way, which we heard yesterday in Ar-
kansas as well. These are stories that are
being repeated all across the country, com-
pelling human stories of people conquering
very tough odds to succeed, to go from pov-
erty to success and from welfare to work.

The people in this room who have over-
come the obstacles have obviously known
some really tough times, starting with the fact
that the hardest job in America is a single
mom. That’s the hardest work. People have
overcome incredible odds and obstacles and
hurdles. But thanks to courage and deter-
mination and hard work—in many cases,
prayer—you’ve turned your lives around, and
you’re strong, proud, successful women, and
we want to thank you for that—and strong,
proud, successful men, I might add.

The historic welfare reform passed by
Congress in 1996 helped many Americans
find dignity and self-respect. And that’s what
we’re here to talk about. We’re not only here
to talk about the lives that have been changed
but law and how to make the ’96 law work
better. And the ’96 law worked well because
of the—much of it had to do with the work
requirement in the law. It basically said,
you’ve got to work. In order to be inde-
pendent and free, you’ve got to work, and
we want to help you find work. That’s what
the law said.
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The statistics are strong about how suc-
cessful the ’96 law was. At the time, however,
it was quite controversial. I wasn’t here. I
was working with Tommy, trying to get the
law passed from the perspective of a Gov-
ernor. But there was one study, for exam-
ple—to show you how controversial the bill
was—that said, at least a million children
would be cast into poverty by the welfare
reform law—if it passed, if the ’96 bill passed,
that a million children would be thrown into
poverty.

Well, whoever did that study probably is
out of work—at least I hope so—[laughter]—
because the truth is, there are 5.4 million
fewer people in poverty today than in ’96,
and there are 2.8 million fewer children liv-
ing in poverty than in ’96. Anyway you look
at it, the bill has been really successful.

The real success, though, is not found in
the numbers. The real success has been
found in the number of lives that have been
changed. It’s one thing to talk about reducing
welfare rolls, and that’s fine. But the most
important thing is the number of lives that
have been saved and enriched. That’s the
most important part about the ’96 law and
its consequences.

Maria Medellin, de mi estado de Texas—
from the State of Texas is here, and she is
one type of story. She’s been working for
UPS, Big Brown, now for 3 years. When she
first came to UPS, she was a single mom on
welfare, raising two sons. She needed extra
income and benefits to support her family,
so she started working at UPS for $8.50 an
hour, and then she was promoted. And now
she is a recruiter; she’s a boss. She’s enrolled
in college, and she’s going to get her degree
in 3 years.

Maria says this about her journey and
about her struggles: ‘‘It was a challenge to
overcome the statistic of being a single mi-
nority female with two children on welfare.
UPS is the foundation that has allowed me
to be where I am today. Being able to raise
my children and provide for them is my
greatest source of pride. Just showing my
children that I’m strong enough and can suc-
ceed is more than enough for me.’’

Maria, congratulations.
And there are a lot of people with stories

like Maria’s. The great thing about the sub-

ject we’re talking about today is, there are
Marias all across America and right here in
this room.

And so the fundamental question is, How
can we continue this progress? What can we
do to continue to make America a better
place? As you know, we struggle hard to keep
America secure, and we’re going to. We will
win the war on terror and keep us free. But
as we fight for our security, we also must
work to make America a better place. And
where we find people who’ve lost hope, we
must work to provide hope. And where we
find pockets of despair, we must work—all
of us work—to eradicate pockets of despair.
And one way to continue to make sure Amer-
ica is a hopeful place, a better place, is to
work on a new reauthorization bill for welfare
that continues to make progress to help peo-
ple. That’s what we’ve got to do.

The bill in ’96 is up; it kind of run out
of its time. And so it’s now time for Congress
to come together and pass another measure.
And the debate’s going to be, What do we
do? How do we make it? What do we do?
The House has already answered the ques-
tion by passing a law that really makes sure
that work is still an integral part of welfare
reform. Work and family are integral parts
of welfare reform, I might add.

Here’s what I think ought to happen: I
think the Senate ought to pass a bill that has
the same principles embodied in the House
bill. And it says that rather than lowering
standards, we need to keep high standards
in America, particularly when it comes to
what we expect in terms of work.

We want 70 percent of the people on wel-
fare working by the next 5 years. That’s what
we want. We don’t want to reduce the num-
ber of people that should be working in
America, because we understand how impor-
tant work is to the future of every citizen.
We want to raise the standard and raise the
bar. And that means 40-hour workweeks.
That’s what work—that’s the definition of
work.

Now, I recognize there are a lot of people
that need help, and so within the 40-hour
workweeks there are credits for education
and vocational training, to help people help
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themselves. A work requirement isn’t punish-
ment. A work requirement is part of libera-
tion in our society. But in order to make sure
that people are able to work, we want to
make sure there is ample training and ample
education, to give people the chance they
want. And that’s what this bill—and that’s
what this vision for a better welfare reform
bill talks about.

And then, of course, there is the issue of
money, and that’s always a big debate here
in Washington, DC. [Laughter] It seems like
you can never spend enough. And so one of
the things I decided to do was to be wise
about how we spent—the amount of money
we spent in the welfare appropriations. I
thought it made sense to keep the level of
welfare spending the same as it has been,
which really doubles the amount of money
available for States to spend, because the
caseload has declined in half. So if you’ve
got the same amount of money and the case-
load has declined in half, you’ve got double
the money available for people you’re trying
to help.

And that ought to be ample money for the
States to help people with education, voca-
tional training, to help people help them-
selves. And so I’m confident the amount of
money we’ve got in the bill is more than ade-
quate to meet the needs and to help meet
our goals of work and money available to
help—to help the 2 million families who are
still on welfare rolls. And that’s the goal, is
to help as many as we possibly can achieve
independence and dignity and work.

I think it’s important for Members of Con-
gress to talk to the people who—and listen
to the people who’ve succeeded under the
current law, who have actually become inde-
pendent from Government, and what it
means to their lives. They ought to listen to
the Marias and the people who I’ve had the
honor of talking to, as they decide how best
to help people. They ought to listen to the
stories, and they ought to be hopeful and op-
timistic about what is possible in America.
People who are pessimistic about the future
lower standards. People who are optimistic
raise the standards, because we believe in the
best.

I’m honored to have the Briscoes here
with us today. They are exemplary of what

is possible in America. And I fully understand
that laws are important; no question about
it. And spending money is important; there’s
no question about that. But there’s nothing
more important than heart and courage and
desire.

And so it’s my honor to welcome here to
the podium Mr. Allen Briscoe, who is a man
who has overcome tough odds to be a great,
proud dad and successful American.

Welcome.

[At this point, Mr. and Mrs. Briscoe made
brief remarks.]

The President. So there you have it. I
want to—I want to thank you all for—I want
to thank you all for sharing—just a—not
quite yet.

Participant. Stay?
The President. Yes, you stay right there.

[Laughter]
Participant. Yes, sir. [Laughter]
The President. I want to thank you all

for sharing your story with us. And we could
have had some great stories here, long—we
could have taken a lot of time with some of
the great stories here. And I want to thank
you all for coming.

This is a fabulous country in which we live.
It is, and it’s because the people are fabulous.
For those who represent corporate America,
keep doing what you’re doing. You have a
responsibility to the country in which you
thrive. You’ve got a responsibility to help
people; you do. Those of us in Government
have a responsibility to pass good law that
will help people. And for those of you who
have overcome incredible obstacles, thanks
for the example you’ve set.

May God bless you and your families, and
may God continue to bless America. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:53 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former welfare recipients Alfred
and Ann Briscoe. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.
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Proclamation 7570—National
Homeownership Month, 2002
June 4, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Homeownership is an important part of

the American Dream. As President, I am
committed to helping many more Americans
achieve that dream. A home provides shelter
and a safe place where families can prosper
and children can thrive. For many Ameri-
cans, their home is an important financial in-
vestment, and it can be a source of great per-
sonal pride and an important part of commu-
nity stability.

Homeownership encourages personal re-
sponsibility and the values necessary for
strong families. Where homeownership
flourishes, neighborhoods are more stable,
residents are more civic-minded, schools are
better, and crime rates decline. Thanks to
the resources available in our Nation, more
Americans own homes today than at any time
in our history. However, among African
American and Hispanic families, fewer than
half are homeowners. My Administration is
working to provide all families with the tools
and information they need to accumulate
wealth and overcome barriers to home-
ownership.

The Department of Housing and Urban
Development is partnering with State and
local governments, community groups, and
the private sector to make the most effective
use of Federal funds. Through a combination
of down payment assistance, tax incentives,
and education about the process and respon-
sibilities of homeownership, we are helping
thousands of Americans buy homes and pur-
sue a better quality of life.

During National Homeownership Month,
I encourage all Americans to learn more
about financial management and to explore
homeownership opportunities in their com-
munities. By taking this important step, indi-
viduals and families help safeguard their fi-
nancial futures and contribute to the strength
of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2002 as Na-
tional Homeownership Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to join me
in recognizing the importance of providing
all our citizens a chance to achieve the Amer-
ican Dream.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 6, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 7.

Proclamation 7571—National Child’s
Day, 2002
June 5, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Children bring joy and challenge to the

lives they touch. And as our next generation
of leaders, they carry with them the hope
of our Nation. From the excitement of
watching a toddler take a first step to the
satisfaction of seeing them mature into adult-
hood, we are blessed to share our lives and
experiences with children. Their thoughts,
ideas, and unique perspectives renew our ap-
preciation for life.

National Child’s Day is a time to affirm
our commitment as parents, teachers, and
citizens to the health, well-being, and success
of our children. Our goal must be to make
sure that all children have the opportunity
to learn and succeed. To achieve this, we
must use the resources of our families, com-
munities, schools, and government to ensure
that no child is left behind.

My Administration is strongly committed
to helping boys and girls grow up in secure
families that help them reach their full po-
tential. Families forge values where children
can find fulfillment and love. And children
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who are surrounded by love, support, and
encouragement can develop self-esteem and
have a strong foundation for life.

We are working to implement programs
and initiatives that help families stay strong
and intact; that support adoption efforts and
mentoring programs; that protect children
from abuse and neglect; and that encourage
alcohol, drug, and sexual abstinence. We also
are making great progress in helping all
schools become places where every student
is able and expected to learn.

While government can provide much to
support children, it cannot provide the love
a child needs. I encourage all community
leaders, educators, faith-based organizations,
and citizens to seek opportunities to mentor,
encourage, and listen to our children. As we
observe National Child’s Day, we should also
communicate to young people that their
dreams, aspirations, happiness, and well-
being are important to us and to our future.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 9, 2002, as
National Child’s Day. I urge all Americans
to work within their communities to appre-
ciate, love, and protect all of America’s chil-
dren. I also call upon citizens to observe this
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 7, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 10.

Remarks at the Congressional
Barbecue
June 5, 2002

Welcome. Laura and I are really happy to
give you all a taste of Texas. We want to
thank our friends Asleep At The Wheel out

of Austin, Texas, for your fantastic music.
Thank you all very much. And I want to thank
our friends from Buffalo Gap, Texas, the
people who brought the food. That would
be Tom Perini and—[inaudible]—we want
to thank them and all the people who served
the food. We want to thank you all for com-
ing tonight.

First I want to say something to the
spouses and the family members who are
here. Thank you for your service to the coun-
try. We appreciate your patience and we ap-
preciate you supporting your loved ones in
their important jobs of representing the
greatest Nation on the face of the Earth, the
United States of America.

The last time we were supposed to have
this party was on September the 11th. And
we have come together here in Washington
and around the Nation for a great and noble
cause, and that is to defend freedom. The
defense of our freedoms here in America is
not a Republican calling or a Democratic
calling; it is an American calling. And I want
to thank all the Members of Congress.

I want to thank you for your support here
in Washington, and I want to thank you for
going home to your districts and your States
and explaining to our citizens, our fellow citi-
zens, what’s ahead. This country is patient,
and this country is united, and this country
is plenty tough when it comes to defending
that which we hold dear. And a lot of it has
to do with what you do when you go home,
and I want to thank you for that a lot. It
means a lot.

It is much easier to be the Commander
in Chief when the people are pulling in the
same direction. And they’re pulling in the
same direction, much to the chagrin of the
enemy.

So it’s our great pleasure to welcome you
here. I know sometimes we have squabbles
with the legislative branch. If only you did
it the way the Vice President and I wanted
you to do it, everything would be fine.
[Laughter] But I admire—I admire those
who serve in the Senate and the House. I
admire your steadfast love of democracy, and
I appreciate so very much your love of our
country.
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May God bless your work, and may God
continue to bless America. Thank you all for
coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:48 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Tom Perini, chuckwagon cook,
Perini Ranch Steakhouse.

Executive Order 13264—
Amendment to Executive Order
13180, Air Traffic Performance-
Based Organization
June 4, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered that Executive Order 13180 of De-
cember 7, 2000, is amended as follows:

Section 1. The first sentence of that order
is amended by deleting ‘‘, an inherently gov-
ernmental function,’’.

Sec. 2. Section 6 of that order is amended
to read as follows: ‘‘This order is intended
only to improve the internal management of
the executive branch and is not intended to,
nor does it, create any right to administrative
or judicial review, or any right, whether sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable by any
party against the United States, its agencies
or instrumentalities, its officers or employ-
ees, or any other person.’’

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 4, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 6, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 6, and it
was published in the Federal Register on June 7.

Address to the Nation on the
Proposed Department of
Homeland Security
June 6, 2002

Good evening. During the next few min-
utes, I want to update you on the progress
we are making in our war against terror and

to propose sweeping changes that will
strengthen our homeland against the ongoing
threat of terrorist attacks.

Nearly 9 months have passed since the day
that forever changed our country. Debris
from what was once the World Trade Center
has been cleared away in a hundred thousand
truckloads. The west side of the Pentagon
looks almost as it did on September the 10th.
And as children finish school and families
prepare for summer vacations, for many life
seems almost normal.

Yet, we are a different nation today, sadder
and stronger, less innocent and more coura-
geous, more appreciative of life, and for
many who serve our country, more willing
to risk life in a great cause. For those who
have lost family and friends, the pain will
never go away, and neither will the respon-
sibilities that day thrust upon all of us.

America is leading the civilized world in
a titanic struggle against terror. Freedom and
fear are at war, and freedom is winning. To-
night over 60,000 American troops are de-
ployed around the world in the war against
terror: more than 7,000 in Afghanistan; oth-
ers in the Philippines, Yemen, and the Re-
public of Georgia, to train local forces. Next
week Afghanistan will begin selecting a rep-
resentative government, even as American
troops, along with our allies, still continu-
ously raid remote Al Qaida hiding places.

Among those we have captured is a man
named Abu Zubaydah, Al Qaida’s chief of
operations. From him and from hundreds of
others, we are learning more about how the
terrorists plan and operate, information cru-
cial in anticipating and preventing future at-
tacks.

Our coalition is strong. More than 90 na-
tions have arrested or detained over 2,400
terrorists and their supporters. More than
180 countries have offered or are providing
assistance in the war on terrorism. And our
military is strong and prepared to oppose any
emerging threat to the American people.

Every day in this war will not bring the
drama of liberating a country. Yet, every day
brings new information, a tip or arrest, an-
other step or two or three in a relentless
march to bring security to our Nation and
justice to our enemies.
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Every day I review a document called the
threat assessment. It summarizes what our
intelligence services and key law enforce-
ment agencies have picked up about terrorist
activity. Sometimes the information is very
general, vague talk, bragging about future at-
tacks. Sometimes the information is more
specific, as in a recent case when an Al Qaida
detainee said attacks were planned against
financial institutions.

When credible intelligence warrants, ap-
propriate law enforcement and local officials
are alerted. These warnings are, unfortu-
nately, a new reality in American life, and
we have recently seen an increase in the vol-
ume of general threats. Americans should
continue to do what you’re doing. Go about
your lives, but pay attention to your sur-
roundings. Add your eyes and ears to the pro-
tection of our homeland.

In protecting our country, we depend on
the skill of our people, the troops we send
to battle, intelligence operatives who risk
their lives for bits of information, law en-
forcement officers who sift for clues and
search for suspects. We are now learning that
before September the 11th, the suspicions
and insights of some of our frontline agents
did not get enough attention.

My administration supports the important
work of the intelligence committees in Con-
gress to review the activities of law enforce-
ment and intelligence agencies. We need to
know when warnings were missed or signs
unheeded, not to point the finger or blame
but to make sure we correct any problems
and prevent them from happening again.

Based on everything I’ve seen, I do not
believe anyone could have prevented the
horror of September the 11th. Yet, we now
know that thousands of trained killers are
plotting to attack us, and this terrible knowl-
edge requires us to act differently.

If you’re a frontline worker for the FBI,
the CIA, some other law enforcement or in-
telligence agency and you see something that
raises suspicions, I want you to report it im-
mediately. I expect your supervisors to treat
it with the seriousness it deserves. Informa-
tion must be fully shared so we can follow
every lead to find the one that may prevent
tragedy.

I applaud the leaders and employees at the
FBI and CIA for beginning essential reforms.
They must continue to think and act dif-
ferently to defeat the enemy.

The first and best way to secure America’s
homeland is to attack the enemy where he
hides and plans, and we’re doing just that.
We’re also taking significant steps to
strengthen our homeland protections, secur-
ing cockpits, tightening our borders, stock-
piling vaccines, increasing security at water
treatment and nuclear powerplants.

After September the 11th, we needed to
move quickly, and so I appointed Tom Ridge
as my Homeland Security Adviser. As Gov-
ernor Ridge has worked with all levels of gov-
ernment to prepare a national strategy and
as we have learned more about the plans and
capabilities of the terrorist network, we have
concluded that our Government must be re-
organized to deal more effectively with the
new threats of the 21st century. So tonight
I ask the Congress to join me in creating a
single, permanent department with an over-
riding and urgent mission, securing the
homeland of America and protecting the
American people.

Right now as many as a hundred different
Government agencies have some responsibil-
ities for homeland security, and no one has
final accountability. For example, the Coast
Guard has several missions, from search and
rescue to maritime treaty enforcement. It re-
ports to the Transportation Department,
whose primary responsibilities are roads,
rails, bridges, and the airways. The Customs
Service, among other duties, collects tariffs
and prevents smuggling, and it is part of the
Treasury Department, whose primary re-
sponsibility is fiscal policy, not security.

Tonight I propose a permanent Cabinet-
level Department of Homeland Security to
unite essential agencies that must work more
closely together: Among them, the Coast
Guard, the Border Patrol, the Customs Serv-
ice, Immigration officials, the Transportation
Security Administration, and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. Employ-
ees of this new agency will come to work
every morning knowing their most important
job is to protect their fellow citizens.

The Department of Homeland Security
will be charged with four primary tasks: This
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new agency will control our borders and pre-
vent terrorists and explosives from entering
our country; it will work with State and local
authorities to respond quickly and effectively
to emergencies; it will bring together our
best scientists to develop technologies that
detect biological, chemical, and nuclear
weapons, and to discover the drugs and treat-
ments to best protect our citizens; and this
new Department will review intelligence and
law enforcement information from all agen-
cies of Government and produce a single
daily picture of threats against our homeland.
Analysts will be responsible for imagining the
worst and planning to counter it.

The reason to create this Department is
not to create the size of Government but to
increase its focus and effectiveness. The staff
of this new Department will be largely drawn
from the agencies we are combining. By end-
ing duplication and overlap, we will spend
less on overhead and more on protecting
America. This reorganization will give the
good people of our Government their best
opportunity to succeed by organizing our re-
sources in a way that is thorough and unified.

What I am proposing tonight is the most
extensive reorganization of the Federal Gov-
ernment since the 1940s. During his Presi-
dency, Harry Truman recognized that our
Nation’s fragmented defenses had to be reor-
ganized to win the cold war. He proposed
uniting our military forces under a single De-
partment of Defense and creating the Na-
tional Security Council to bring together de-
fense, intelligence, and diplomacy. Truman’s
reforms are still helping us to fight terror
abroad, and now we need similar dramatic
reforms to secure our people at home.

Only the United States Congress can cre-
ate a new department of Government. So to-
night I ask for your help in encouraging your
Representatives to support my plan. We face
an urgent need, and we must move quickly,
this year, before the end of the congressional
session. All in our Government have learned
a great deal since September the 11th, and
we must act on every lesson. We are stronger
and better prepared tonight than we were
on that terrible morning, and with your help
and the support of the Congress, we will be
stronger still.

History has called our Nation into action.
History has placed a great challenge before
us: Will America, with our unique position
and power, blink in the face of terror, or will
we lead to a freer, more civilized world?
There’s only one answer: This great country
will lead the world to safety, security, peace,
and freedom.

Thank you for listening. Good night, and
may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. in the Cross
Hall at the White House.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters

June 7, 2002

Department of Homeland Security

The President. I want to welcome Mem-
bers of the Senate and the House, members
of both political parties, to the Cabinet Room
this morning to discuss how best to imple-
ment the strategy that I talked about last
night, that other Members of Congress have
been talking about for awhile, and that is the
development of the Department of Home-
land Security.

We’ve got a lot of work to do to get this
Department implemented. There’s going to
be a lot of turf protection in the Congress.
But I’m convinced that by working together,
that we can do what’s right for America, and
I believe we can get something done.

To this end, I’m going to direct Tom Ridge
to testify before Congress about the need for
the establishment of this Cabinet agency. I
feel strongly that he is the—he can represent
the interests of the administration on the
Hill, and he can bring our message to the
Hill.

And I look forward to working with Sen-
ators Lieberman and Specter and Members
of the House to get this important legislation
passed. Obviously, the sooner the debate be-
gins, the sooner the passage of this bill can
happen. And that’s good for the country.
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Again, I want to thank the Members who
are here. I want to thank you for your leader-
ship on this issue. Thank you for your willing-
ness to speak out about the importance of
protecting our homeland.

I’ll answer a couple of questions. Yes, Ron
[Ron Fournier, Associated Press]?

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Thank you. If I could look ahead the

next couple days, it’s been a couple months
now since you asked all the parties to step
up in the Middle East, and there are still
suicide bombings, still the incursions by the
Israelis. Is there any hope for any progress
in the next couple days with the President
of Egypt and the Prime Minister of Israel?

The President. Yes, I mean, we’re going
to have good discussions, and that’s always
important. George Tenet has just come back
from the Middle East. Ambassador Burns is
coming back from the Middle East. There’s
been consultation with all the parties. And
after my meetings with President Mubarak
and Prime Minister Sharon, I’ll talk to our
country about how I think we should move
forward.

Progress is being made. The Arab world
now understands they need to be involved
in pushing for peace and fighting against the
terrorist actions that have—that make it very
difficult to achieve a peace.

I still am disappointed in Mr. Arafat’s lead-
ership. He needs to cut off the terrorist ac-
tivities.

Q. So you’re talking about a speech on the
Middle East?

The President. Well, I don’t know if it’ll
be a speech. It may be a discussion. It could
be a paper. I haven’t decided the forum.

Q. But you’ll lay out a new vision?
The President. No. I’m going to lay out—

listen, if you’re interested to know what I
think, go back to the April 4th speech.

Department of Homeland Security
Q. Mr. President, how are you going to

deal with some of the turf battles that come
up? And what led you to change your mind
about a Cabinet agency?

The President. Well, first of all, I have
always been—ever since we first got going,
I’ve been exploring this idea. My mind was

never made up one way or the other. I knew
I needed to act right after September the
11th, and that’s why I called upon Tom to
serve in the capacity in which he has served.
We needed to do something very quickly
right after the attack.

We’ve been exploring this idea for awhile.
I’ve been listening to Members of the Con-
gress, who have been quite articulate on the
subject. And after doing a lot of work on the
feasibility of setting up this Cabinet position,
we decided to move forward yesterday.

Now, in terms of turf battles, there’s noth-
ing wrong with a good turf-battle fight. And
one way to win that argument is to call upon
the good services of effective Members of
the House and the Senate. And that’s what
this meeting is all about; it’s the beginning
of winning the turf battle.

I think most Members of Congress under-
stand the need to act. I know Members of
Congress know that we’re in a new type of
war, and there’s been precedent. As I talked
about last night, Harry Truman moved—
asked Congress to move, in the reforms of
our war-fighting capacities, and we need to
do the same thing for the homeland.

And we’ve got Members here—if you look
around this table, we’ve got Members here
with plenty of seniority and plenty of stroke
and plenty of credibility to move this package
through both the House and the Senate.

Q. Mr. President, many Americans, when
they hear about this plan, may think it is a
growth in the size of Government, in the bu-
reaucracy, another layer of bureaucracy.
What do you say to people who might have
that concern, might be concerned that this
is just a shuffle and reshuffling of the deck?

The President. Well, I would tell them
that there’s going to be savings by—when we
combine accounting units and savings when
we combine people in place to worry about
administration. You see, when you combine
agencies that are scattered throughout the
Government, there are inherent savings,
which means that we’re going to be able to
have more money on the frontline of our
homeland security.

There is—one of the things that’s impor-
tant about Government is that there be ac-
countability within Government. And as I
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mentioned last night, there’s over 100 dif-
ferent agencies involved in homeland secu-
rity. In other words, the ability to protect the
homeland is scattered throughout, so there
really is no accountability.

I mentioned the example of Customs. You
know, they collect tariffs, but they report to
the Secretary of Treasury, who really isn’t in
charge of homeland security. And so the idea
is to configure those existing agencies into
a—that are responsible for pieces of our se-
curity into one agency, so that accountability
is clear.

And obviously—Harry Truman said, ‘‘The
buck stops here,’’ in the White House. I un-
derstand that. But if that’s the case, I want
to make sure that accountability to me is
clear, that we’ve aligned responsibility and
authority. And so this is a very important re-
organization to—it’ll enable all of us to tell
the American people that we’re doing every-
thing in our power to protect the homeland.

Q. Mr. President, we were told yesterday
that this would lead to no substantial changes
at the FBI and the CIA. Since those are the
two agencies under the most scrutiny right
now, how can Americans rest assured that
this reorganization will really do anything to
address the root intelligence failures behind
the September 11th attacks?

The President. Well, first of all, the FBI
and the CIA are changing. They understand
that there have been gaps in intelligence
sharing. If you listen to the testimony of FBI
Director Mueller, you will understand that
the FBI is making changes.

Now, FBI Mueller came to work one week
before September the 11th. He’d been here
one week on duty. And he has taken the testi-
mony of the lady, the FBI woman out of Min-
neapolis, very seriously. He’s looked at the
report from Arizona. And he’s reacted with
reform.

The CIA and the FBI—I’ve said this in
many, many speeches—that is, if you were
paying attention to them—that the CIA and
the FBI now talk like they’ve never talked
before. In other words, we’ve learned lessons
from what took place prior to September the
11th. And so the reforms, they’re already
going on, and they’re making great progress
and communicating in a much more seamless

way, in a much more—in a way that will help
protect the homeland.

Thank you all.

Death of Martin Burnham
Q. Mr. President——
The President. Yes, one question. I want

to answer this. Yes?
Q. Are you satisfied that the Philippine

troops did all they could in the rescue at-
tempt of the Burnhams? And have you con-
tacted their family here at home?

The President. First, let me say how sad
we are that Martin Burnham lost his life, and
I will call his parents. I’m pleased that Mrs.
Burnham’s alive; that’s good.

I talked to President Arroyo of the Phil-
ippines. She told me that she had called the
Burnham parents, and I thanked her for
reaching out. She assured me that the Phil-
ippine Government would hold the terrorist
group accountable for how they treated these
Americans, that justice would be done.

We are obviously going to look at all the
particulars and the facts, and the State De-
partment will be talking about that later on
today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:31 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Hosni Mubarak
of Egypt; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel;
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity; Minneapolis, MN, FBI Agent Coleen Rowley;
and President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the
Philippines. He also referred to Martin Burnham,
an American missionary who had been held hos-
tage in the Philippines by the Abu Sayyaf terrorist
group and was killed June 7 during a rescue at-
tempt; his wife, Gracia, who was held hostage with
Mr. Burnham but survived the rescue; and Mr.
Burnham’s parents, Paul and Oreta Burnham.

Remarks at the World Pork Expo in
Des Moines, Iowa
June 7, 2002

The President. Thank you for that warm
welcome. David, thanks for your kind re-
marks. It’s a great honor to be here. It’s a
great pleasure to get out of Washington.
[Laughter] It feels like I’m kind of getting
closer to home, to be with people who make
their living on the land. I’m honored to be
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with the good folks who supply our country
with food and the good folks who live the
values of the farm.

I am honored to be traveling today with
Tom Ridge. I gave a speech last night to the
Nation that talked about the need to make
sure we do everything we can to secure the
homeland. And Tom—I convinced him to
leave the Governor’s—the statehouse of
Pennsylvania to join me in Washington, and
he’s done a really good job, really good job.

I want to thank some of my friends who
flew down from Washington with me. I don’t
know if they wanted a free ride or not, but
they came. [Laughter] You know how Sen-
ator Grassley is. [Laughter] Congressman
Ganske, Leach, and Latham also came down
with me, and I was honored to travel with
them. I appreciate their friendship. We spent
a lot of time talking about the farm. Any time
you’re around people from Iowa, at least the
congressional delegation, they’re always talk-
ing about the farm, and that’s good. I’m told
Senator Harkin is here. Thank you for com-
ing, Senator. I appreciate you being here.
Congressman Leonard Boswell is here.
Thank you for coming, Congressman. I’m
honored you’re here. The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Sally Pederson, is here; Governor,
thank you for being here. I’m honored you
came.

I’ve got one regret. The traveling team
wasn’t complete. Unfortunately, my wife
didn’t come with me.

[At this point, the audience groaned.]

The President. Yes, I agree with you.
[Laughter] You know, I’m really proud of
her. The country has gotten to know Laura
like I have gotten to know her. People now
understand why I asked her to marry me.
A lot of people are still confused as to why
she said yes. [Laughter] But she has been
a great comfort to our Nation and a great
love of my life.

I remember—I remember campaigning in
Chicago, and one of the reporters said,
‘‘Would you ever deficit spend?’’ I said,
‘‘Only—only in times of war, in times of eco-
nomic insecurity as a result of a recession,
or in times of national emergency.’’ Never
did I dream we’d have a trifecta. [Laughter]

But I want you to know we are dealing
with these issues in a way that I hope makes
you proud that we’re dealing with the issues.
I’m doing everything I can to put the inter-
ests of the American people ahead of politics.
I’m doing everything I can—everything I can
to address these issues in a way that solves
problems. So for example, on the issue of
economic security, I went at it in a way—
the only way I knew how, which is in a
straightforward, plain-spoken way.

I said, the best way to make sure we’ve
got a strong farm economy and to make sure
our economy recovers from the recession is
to let people keep their own money. I believe
that when you let a person keep his own—
his or her own money, they’re going to spend
it. And when they spend it, it increases de-
mands for goods and services. And with an
increase of demand for goods and services,
somebody has got to produce that good and
service. And when they produce it, it means
somebody’s going to find work.

It was one year ago today, I had the honor
of signing the tax relief bill that Chairman
Chuck Grassley—then-Chairman Grassley—
shepherded—helped shepherd through the
United States Senate. It was the right public
policy at the right time for the United States
of America. And today I’m told that there
are some statistics coming out that shows that
the unemployment rate in America is drop-
ping. People are getting back to work. My
attitude is, I don’t pay attention to the num-
bers, however. If a person’s looking for work
and can’t find work, I’m worried about it.
And so long as there are people looking for
work who can’t find work, we’re going to con-
tinue doing the right thing in Washington to
stimulate job creation.

Now, part of that tax relief package was
something really important for the future of
the country and for the future of your fami-
lies. Finally, the United States Congress real-
ized how unfair the death tax is to the people
who make a living on the farm, and finally,
we repealed the death tax. Now—but be-
cause of a quirk in the law, that repeal isn’t
permanent. It’s hard for me to explain why.
They repeal it but didn’t repeal it. And so
what I want you to do is work with Members
of the United States Senate so that they do
what they did in the House, which is to make
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the repeal of the death tax permanent. It
makes no sense to tax a person’s assets twice,
and it makes no sense to have a tax that drives
people off the farm. For the good of Amer-
ican agriculture, let’s make sure that death
tax is forever buried and forever done away
with.

For the good of the economy and for eco-
nomic security, they need to get me an en-
ergy bill, an energy bill that encourages con-
servation, an energy bill that encourages rea-
sonable, environmentally sound exploration,
and an energy bill—and an energy bill that
promotes renewable sources of energy such
as ethanol and biodiesel.

When I first came to Iowa to ask for the
support of the people here, and I talked
about ethanol, people’s eyes tended to glaze
over at times because they said, ‘‘Well, this
guy’s from Texas. He can’t possibly mean
what he says about ethanol.’’ First, I hope
I proved them wrong. And secondly, you’ve
got to understand, it’s in our Nation’s na-
tional interest; it is in our national interest
to have more forms of energy produced at
home so we’re less reliant upon foreign
sources of energy.

In order to make sure this economy is
strong, we’ve got to make sure that the agri-
cultural sector of our economy is strong. See,
I understand that. I was from a—the Gov-
ernor of the second largest agricultural State
in the Union. I understand farm economics.
I understand the need to have a hopeful
economy. And I understand the need to be
able to grow more—to grow more food than
we need, for the national security of the
country as well.

But I also understand, when there’s over-
supply, it’s a problem. And one of the ways
to deal with oversupply is to sell Iowa pork
in foreign markets. I need the trade pro-
motion authority. It is time to quit playing
politics with trade promotion. It’s time for
the House and the Senate to get together
and get that bill on my desk. And my promise
to you all is this: We’re not going to treat
agriculture as some second-class citizen
when it comes to international trade agree-
ments.

I understand the importance of agriculture
for our economy. I understand the impor-
tance of agriculture for job creation. And I

understand the need to fight for foreign mar-
kets so that when we’re good at something,
we benefit. And we’re good at growing hogs,
and we ought to be selling our hogs all across
the world.

And the farm bill I signed recognizes the
importance of trade. To put it in fancy Wash-
ington talk, it’s what we call WTO-compliant.
It means we’ve honored our trade agree-
ments when it comes to agriculture. But it
also recognizes, there needs to be a safety
net for the American farmer. And it also rec-
ognizes the need to promote conservation in
America through the EQIP program, for ex-
ample. I signed a good farm bill. It’s good
for the American farmer, and it’s good for
the United States of America.

And finally, to work on the economic secu-
rity of this country, we need terrorism insur-
ance. There’s a lot of construction programs
or projects that aren’t going forward because
people can’t get the right kind of insurance
for fear of a terrorist attack. And Congress
has got to act, for the good of the working
people, for the good of people who are build-
ing skyscrapers and construction projects all
across America. The United States Congress
needs to get to my desk a bill to make sure
we’ve got terrorism insurance all across the
United States of America. If we’re interested
in economic security, this is a good step in
that right direction. This is a step in a direc-
tion that will help people find work when
it comes to building plants and equipment.
The economy’s getting better, but I’m not
going to rest until everybody can find work.

The other big challenge we have is to make
sure our homeland is secure. As I mentioned
last night, when I get into the Oval Office
every morning, I read what they call a threat
assessment. By the way, I do have a ritual
every morning. I’m still getting Laura the
coffee. I hate to put the pressure on you guys,
but—[laughter]—there I was this morning.
I’m kind of on a farmer’s schedule. We’re
up early. In comes the coffee. I don’t spend
a lot of time on the editorial pages, I want
you to know. [Laughter] And then I’d walk
the dogs, and it’s a moment of high drama
for the dogs. They’re looking forward to get-
ting out of the confines of the White House.
Spot the dog is pretty comfortable there.
After all, she was born when my dad was
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the President, born right there at the White
House. And so she’s—second time around,
feels—understands where the hedges are.
[Laughter] And Barney, 11⁄2-year-old Scot-
tish terrier, he’s a feisty little guy. He doesn’t
spend a lot of time in the White House—
I mean, in the Oval Office. After all, we’ve
got a new rug in there. [Laughter]

So off goes Barney in one direction, and
Spot and I go in the Oval Office. And I settle
in to read this threat assessment, and it re-
minds me, on a daily basis, my most impor-
tant job is to protect America from attack.
We’re constantly asking inside the White
House, What can we do? What do we need
to do to protect innocent Americans? And
the reason we’re having to do that is because
we face a formidable enemy, an enemy which
hates America because we stand for freedom.
The problem is, they’re going to be on the
losing side because we’re more formidable,
because we love freedom.

I don’t know what went through their
mind when they attacked us. They must have
thought we were so materialistic and so weak
and so self-absorbed that all we would do
is file a couple of lawsuits. They found out
we’re a little different than that.

And the first thing we’ve got to do is to
make sure we do everything at home to pro-
tect the people. And that’s why last night,
on national TV, I proposed the creation of
the Department of Homeland Security, a
new Cabinet-level position that will consoli-
date the essential functions of securing our
homeland into one agency.

See, there’s now over 100 different enti-
ties—agencies that deal with the homeland,
which makes it kind of hard to hold anybody
accountable. I believe in accountability in
Government. After all, you will hold me ac-
countable, and therefore, it’s important to
align authority and responsibility, to create
accountability.

Last night I used a couple of examples.
You know, I said that the Coast Guard’s—
obviously—job is to patrol the coast, but they
report to the Transportation Department.
And the Transportation Department’s pri-
mary function is not the security of the coun-
try. The Customs reports to the head of the
Treasury. The main job of the Treasury is
not the security of the country. It’s time for

us to consolidate, not to increase the size of
Government but to increase the efficiency
of your Government, so we can do the job
you expect us to do.

This is going to be a tough battle because
we’re going to be stepping on some people’s
toes. I understand that. You see, when you
take power away from one person in Wash-
ington, it tends to make them nervous. So
we’re just going to have to keep the pressure
on the people in the United States Congress
to do the right thing. I believe it is going
to happen.

This morning we had a group of Senators
and House Members from both parties—Joe
Lieberman was there; Arlen Specter was
there—talking about how to get this bill start-
ed in Congress and through Congress as
quickly as possible. And so I’m confident it’s
going to happen, particularly when the
American people understand it is in our na-
tional interests that we bring these agencies
under one—under one head, so that we can
do everything in our power—and I mean ev-
erything in our power—to keep you all safe.

But the best way to keep you safe, the best
way to protect the homeland, is to chase the
killers down one by one and bring them to
justice. And that’s what we’re going to do.

I see some youngsters out there. I want
you to understand that the goal of this coun-
try is to have peace. The goal of the United
States is to remain strong and tough so that
you can grow up in a peaceful world. That’s
my hope. And it’s not just you growing up
in a peaceful world; it is children all around
the world growing up in a peaceful world.

But so long as there are people out there
that want to harm us because of that vision,
because we love freedom, because we wor-
ship freely, because we’re free to speak our
mind, the United States of America has an
obligation to lead. The United States of
America has an obligation to lead a coalition
to bring people to justice. And so long as
I’m the President of the United States, that
is precisely what this great Nation is going
to do.

This is a new kind of war. We’re not used
to this kind of war in America. First of all,
we weren’t used to the fact that anybody
could come into our country and kill thou-
sands of innocent people. We’ve got to get

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 02:38 Jun 12, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P23JNT4.007 txed01 PsN: txed01



971Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

used to the fact that they want to come again.
That’s what we have to get used to. But we’ve
also got to get used to the fact that we’re
fighting an enemy that’s willing to send
youngsters to their suicide, to the death by
suicide, and they, themselves, hide in a cave.
And so it’s going to require this country to
be determined and strong and patient. And
that’s exactly how the country feels. And for
that, I’m grateful. And for that, the enemy
is nervous.

You see, the world looks at us right now.
They say, ‘‘Well, this great bastion of free-
dom—how are we going to react? As time
goes between September the 11th and now,
what’s going to happen to the United States?
How strong are they? How much are they
willing to defend their country? What are
they really like?’’ And that’s why it’s impor-
tant for us to remain tough and strong. If
we blink, the world’s going to go to sleep,
and I understand that. In order to defend
freedom, we’ve got to have the world by our
side. And that’s what’s going to happen,
folks—that’s just exactly what’s going to hap-
pen.

There is no cave dark enough and deep
enough to prevent us from chasing down
these killers. And so one by one, this great
and steady and strong United States of Amer-
ica is going to liberate the world from people
who would destroy civilization as we know
it. It’s the right course of action. History has
called our Nation into action. History has
given us a chance, and it’s a chance I intend
to seize.

I believe—I firmly believe, out of the evil
done to the country will come some great
good; I do. I believe that over time, we can
achieve peace in places where there’s never
been a hope for peace. I believe by being
strong and diligent, by speaking out against
right from wrong, by calling evil what it is,
we can lead the world to a more peaceful
tomorrow.

And I also know this about America: Out
of the evil done to our country can come
some incredible good right here in Iowa, and
all across the country. People ask me all the
time, ‘‘What can I do to help America? How
can I participate in this war against terror?’’
Well, if you’re interested, really interested,
you can call up—dial up USA Freedom

Corps on the Internet to find out. But you
don’t need to do that. If you’re interested
in fighting evil, do some good. If you’re inter-
ested in fighting evil, love a neighbor just
like you’d like to be loved yourself.

Sometimes the acts of kindness are notice-
able, and sometimes they’re not. Walking
across the street to a shut-in, saying, ‘‘I love
you. What can I do to help you?’’ is part of
loving your neighbor like you’d like to be
loved yourself. Mentoring a child is an in-
credibly important part of defining America
for what we are, which is a country of good-
ness and decency.

Today at the airport I met a young lady
named Annie Wignall. She’s the founder of
Care Bags Foundation. Young lady—where
are you, Annie? Stand up. [Applause] Annie
started this foundation on her own. She just
decided she’s going to do something to make
a difference in somebody’s life. It collects
and distributes clothes, toys, and personal
care items to children who are victims of
abuse or neglect. Annie is a soldier in the
army of compassion. Annie sets a good exam-
ple for all of us. One person can’t do every-
thing, but one person can do something to
make somebody’s life better.

So my call to my fellow Americans is that
on the one hand we’re tough, to keep the
peace. But on the other hand, I know we
can rise to the challenge of showing the world
that in the face of the incredible evil done
to America can come some great good. And
it starts right with you. Every act of individual
kindness and compassion, the gathering mo-
mentum of millions of acts of kindness and
compassion, will show the enemy and the
world the true face of the greatest Nation
on the face of the Earth.

Thank you for letting me come by. God
bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the
4–H building at the Iowa State Fairgrounds. In
his remarks, he referred to David Roper, presi-
dent, National Pork Producers Council, who intro-
duced the President. He also referred to EQIP,
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
which is funded through the Commodity Credit
Corporation.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 1
In the morning, the President traveled

from Camp David, MD, to West Point, NY,
and later, he returned to Camp David.

June 2
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC.

June 3
In the morning, the President traveled to

Little Rock, AR, where he met with
AmeriCorps*VISTA volunteer Brenda Ross.
In the afternoon, he returned to Washington,
DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon of Israel to the White House on June
10 to discuss the situation in the Middle East
and to review key bilateral issues.

June 4
In the morning, the President traveled to

Fort Meade, MD, and in the afternoon, he
returned to Washington, DC. Later, he met
with bipartisan Members of the Senate to
discuss welfare reauthorization.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard L. Baltimore III to be Am-
bassador to Oman.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gail Dennise Thomas Mathieu to
be Ambassador to Niger.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donald C. Johnson to be Ambas-
sador to Cape Verde.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jimmy Kolker to be Ambassador
to Uganda.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Martin George Brennan to be Am-
bassador to Zambia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Vicki Huddleston to be Ambas-
sador to Mali.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul William Speltz to be U.S. Di-
rector of the Asian Development Bank, with
the rank of Ambassador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carolyn W. Merritt to be Chair-
person and member of the Chemical Safety
and Hazard Investigation Board.

June 5

In the morning, the President met with
Senators Joseph R. Biden, Jr., and Richard
G. Lugar to discuss the President’s recent
visit to Europe and urge them to bring the
Treaty of Moscow to a vote for ratification
by the Senate. Also in the morning, the Presi-
dent met with Lt. Gen. Daniel James III,
USAFR, Director of the Air National Guard.

During the day, the President had tele-
phone conversations with President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan and Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee of India to urge them
to take steps that will ease tensions in the
region and reduce the risk of war.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael Klosson to be Ambassador
to Cyprus.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Larry Leon Palmer to be Ambas-
sador to Honduras.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Irvin Gadsden to be Ambas-
sador to Iceland.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Randle Hamilton to be Am-
bassador to Guatemala.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Randolph Bell for the rank of Am-
bassador during his tenure as Special Envoy
for Holocaust Issues.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Deborah Doyle McWhinney to be
a Director on the Board of Directors for the
Securities Investor Protection Corporation
(securities industry representative).
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The President announced his intention to
nominate William H. Campbell to be Assist-
ant Secretary of the Department of Veterans
Affairs for Management.

June 6

In the morning, the President had CIA and
FBI briefings. He then met with the Home-
land Security Council. Later, in the Oval Of-
fice, he met with Prime Minister Ivica Racan
of Croatia.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Vladimir
Putin of Russia to discuss the India-Pakistan
situation, nonproliferation cooperation, and
other issues.

June 7

In the morning, in the Oval Office, the
President met with President Rudolf
Schuster of Slovakia. Later, he had a tele-
phone conversation with President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines con-
cerning the death of Martin Burnham, an
American missionary who had been held hos-
tage in the Philippines by the Abu Sayyaf ter-
rorist group and was killed earlier in the day
during a rescue attempt. The President also
had a telephone conversation with Mr.
Burnham’s parents, Paul and Oreta
Burnham, to express his condolences. Later,
he traveled to Des Moines, IA, where he met
with eighth-grader Annie Wignall, who
founded the Care Bags Foundation to aid
children who are victims of abuse or neglect.

In the afternoon, he traveled to Camp
David, MD.

In the evening, the President hosted a din-
ner for President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Charles Aaron Ray to be Ambas-
sador to Cambodia.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the President’s New Freedom Commis-
sion on Mental Health: Stephen Wright
Mayberg, Nancy Carter Speck, Larke Nahme
Huang, and Norwood Wilbert Knight-Rich-
ardson.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 4

Richard L. Baltimore III,
of New York, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Sultanate of Oman.

Martin George Brennan,
of California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Zambia.

Vicki Huddleston,
of Arizona, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Mali.

Donald C. Johnson,
of Texas, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Cape Verde.

Jimmy Kolker,
of Missouri, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Uganda.

Gail Dennise Thomas Mathieu,
of New Jersey, a career member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Niger.
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Submitted June 5

Randolph Bell,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure
of service as Special Envoy for Holocaust
Issues.

James Irvin Gadsden,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Iceland.

John Randle Hamilton,
of North Carolina, a career member of the
Senior Foreign Service, class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Guatemala.

Michael Klosson,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Cyprus.

Carolyn W. Merritt,
of Illinois, to be Chairperson of the Chemical
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board for a
term of 5 years, vice Paul L. Hill, Jr.

Carolyn W. Merritt,
of Illinois, to be a member of the Chemical
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board for a
term of 5 years, vice Paul L. Hill, Jr.

Larry Leon Palmer,
of Georgia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Honduras.

Paul William Speltz,
of Texas, to be U.S. Director of the Asian
Development Bank, with the rank of Ambas-
sador, vice N. Cinnamon Dornsife, resigned.

Submitted June 6

William H. Campbell,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Veterans Affairs (Management), vice Edward
A. Powell, Jr., resigned.

Peter J. Hurtgen,
of Maryland, to be Federal Mediation and
Conciliation Director, vice Charles Richard
Barnes, resigned.

Deborah Doyle McWhinney,
of California, to be a Director of the Securi-
ties Investor Protection Corporation for a
term expiring December 31, 2004, vice Al-
bert James Dwoskin, term expired.

Alejandro Modesto Sanchez,
of Florida, to be a member of the Federal
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a
term expiring October 11, 2002, vice Sheryl
R. Marshall.

Alejandro Modesto Sanchez,
of Florida, to be a member of the Federal
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a
term expiring October 11, 2006 (reappoint-
ment).

Andrew Saul,
of New York, to be a member of the Federal
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a
term expiring September 25, 2004, vice
James H. Atkins.

Gordon Whiting,
of New York, to be a member of the Federal
Retirement Thrift Investment Board for a
term expiring September 25, 2006, vice Don
Harrell, term expiring.

Submitted June 7

Mark Moki Hanohano,
of Hawaii, to be U.S. Marshal for the District
of Hawaii for the term of 4 years, vice How-
ard Hikaru Tagomori.

Michael Lee Kline,
of Washington, to be U.S. Marshal for the
Eastern District of Washington for the term
of 4 years, vice G. Ronald Dashiell, term ex-
pired.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 02:38 Jun 12, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P23JNT4.007 txed01 PsN: txed01



975Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Charlotte A. Lane,
of West Virginia, to be a member of the U.S.
International Trade Commission for a term
expiring December 16, 2009, vice Dennis M.
Devaney.

Carolyn Y. Peoples,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, vice Eva
M. Plaza, resigned.

Charles Aaron Ray,
of Texas, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America to the King-
dom of Cambodia.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 3

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Scott McClellan and Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy G.
Thompson

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel

Fact sheet: New Report Shows That Welfare
Reform Really Works

Released June 4

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Golden Ju-
bilee of Queen Elizabeth II

Released June 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s telephone calls to the leaders of
India and Pakistan

Released June 6

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s telephone conversation with
President Vladimir Putin of Russia

Advance text of the President’s address to
the Nation

Excerpts of the President’s address to the
Nation

Fact sheet: The Department of Homeland
Security

Released June 7

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Announcement of nominations of U.S. Mar-
shals for the District of Hawaii and the East-
ern District of Washington

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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