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Proclamation 7573—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 2002

June 7, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The American flag is a beacon of hope,
a symbol of enduring freedom, and an em-
blem of unity. Many have given their lives
in its defense, and countless men and women
have worked to ensure that Old Glory con-
tinues to stand for the ideals of freedom, jus-
tice, and equal opportunity for all. Our flag
symbolizes the purpose and resolve of our
Nation, first expressed by our Founders who
triumphed against great odds to establish this
country.

Today, as we face the challenges of a new
era, our flag reminds us that freedom will
prevail over oppression and that good will
overcome evil. Following the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, Americans embraced a renewed
sense of the meaning and purpose of our flag.
The unforgettable images of our Nation’s col-
ors flying defiantly over the debris of the
World Trade Center inspired our country
with a healing hope, uniting our people in
purpose and consoling those who had suf-
fered great loss. At the Pentagon, an Amer-
ican flag was hung from the building’s dam-
aged walls, expressing our collective resolve
to rebuild and move forward. And earlier this
year, during the Opening Ceremonies of the
Winter Olympic Games in Salt Lake City,
Americans, joined by peace-loving people
from around the world, paid tribute to the
tattered flag that had been recovered from
the ruins of the World Trade Center.

As we reflect on what our flag represents,
we recall the words of President Woodrow
Wilson, who said just weeks before the onset
of World War I: “My dream is that, as the
years go on and the world knows more and
more of America, it . . . will turn to Amer-
ica for those moral inspirations which lie at
the basis of all freedom . . . that America
will come into the full light of the day when
all shall know that she puts human rights
above all other rights, and that her flag is
the flag, not only of America, but of human-

ity.
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The flag that inspired Francis Scott Key
to write our National Anthem 188 years ago
still energizes and inspires the American spir-
it. Since September 11, we have seen our
Nation’s flag appear everywhere—on cars
and clothing, houses and hard hats—showing
our country’s commitment to always remem-
ber those who lost their lives and to remain
unremitting in the pursuit of justice.

Today, in Afghanistan and around the
world, brave men and women are serving
under our flag, fighting to preserve freedom
and win the war against terrorism. All Ameri-
cans are profoundly grateful for their service
and their sacrifice. We also recognize and
commend the contributions of our veterans
who have bravely defended our Nation’s
founding principles throughout our history.
The image of six marines raising the flag on
the top of Mount Suribachi at Iwo Jima will
always remind us that the struggle for liberty
is a story of courage, sacrifice, and commit-
ment to the unshakeable belief in freedom’s
promise.

On Flag Day, we remember the struggles
and successes for which our flag stands. And
we look to the flag as an everlasting symbol
of our commitment to a world of peace, a
Nation of principle, and a people of unity.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492),
designated June 14 of each year as “Flag
Day” and requested that the President issue
an annual proclamation calling for its observ-
ance and for the display of the Flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings. The Congress also requested, by
joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as
amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President
annually issue a proclamation designating the
week in which June 14 occurs as “National
Flag Week” and calling upon all citizens of
the United States to display the flag during
that week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2002,
as Flag Day and the week beginning June
9, 2002, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag on all
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Federal Government buildings during that
week, and I urge all Americans to observe
Flag Day and National Flag Week by flying
the Stars and Stripes from their homes and
other suitable places. I also call upon the
people of the United States to observe with
pride and all due ceremony those days from
Flag Day through Independence Day, also
set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as
a time to honor America, to celebrate our
heritage in public gatherings and activities,
and to publicly recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 11, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 13, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 12.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Business Leaders
June 13, 2002

Corporate Responsibility

The President. Thank you all for coming.
And I want to thank the—some of our coun-
try’s great corporate leaders for joining us in
helping to save people’s lives.

These leaders create value for their com-
pany, but they're also willing to work to cre-
ate values in America. And for that, the coun-
try is better off.

You know, there’s been a lot of talk about
corporate responsibility here in America, and
there needs to be. People who run their busi-
nesses need to do so in a way that treats their
employees with respect and treats the com-
munities in which they live with respect as
well. And that’s precisely what is happening
as—with these companies. These leaders un-
derstand that there is more to just a balance
sheet. They understand that value comes
from encouraging their employees to make
a difference in somebody’s lives.
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It’s my honor to herald some of the—some
of the really true leaders in our country, and
I want to thank them for coming. I want to
thank you all for your vision. I want to thank
you for agreeing to work to expand the circle
of corporate America that’s willing to commit
itself to improving our Nation so that pockets
of despair become places of light and hope.

Steve Case is going to say a few comments,
and Michael.

[At this point, Stephen Case, chairman, AOL
Time Warner, Inc., and Michael Eisner,
chairman and chief executive officer, the
Walt Disney Co., made brief remarks.]

Q. A few business-related questions, sir?
Sir, could we get a business-related question
in this morning?

The President. T'll see you this afternoon.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister John Howard of
Australia and an Exchange With
Reporters

June 13, 2002

President Bush. We're going to have an
opening statement; the Prime Minister will.
I will call upon an American reporter. The
Prime Minister will call upon an Australian
reporter. I will then call upon an American
reporter. The Prime Minister will finish by
calling on an Australian reporter.

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome.

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you.

President Bush. The United States has
got a great friend in Australia, and I've got
a personal friend in the Prime Minister. And
I want to thank you for your steadfast support
when it comes to fighting terror.

I reminded the people here in the meeting
that the last time the Prime Minister and I
visited here in America was on September
the 10th, and our world was changed forever
the next day. I found it really interesting that
one of our best friends was with the Presi-
dent of the United States the day before the
attack. And our best friend will be with us



