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NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 11.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
June 6, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 19(3) of the Public

Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Law 102–
356), I transmit herewith the report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting for cal-
endar year 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 6, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 11. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
message.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
June 11, 2002

Department of Homeland Security
The President. It’s my honor to welcome

the leadership of the Congress here to the—
to the Cabinet Room to discuss the creation
of the Department of Homeland Security.
We’ve had a really good discussion about the
need to move forward with this idea.

I’ll let the leaders speak for themselves
later on, but I—what I’ve heard is, there’s
a commitment to get this done in a way that
takes any partisanship out of the issue and
at the same time strives for a date certain—
Congressman Gephardt suggested that we
can get this done, or should try to get this
done, by September the 11th. The Speaker
spoke out about the need to work toward get-
ting it done as soon as possible, as did Sen-
ator Daschle and Senator Lott.

And my message here is, we want to work
as closely as we can with the Congress to
achieve this significant change and to leave
behind a legacy for future Presidents and fu-
ture Congresses, the legacy of a department

that will work in close coordination to secure
the homeland.

We’re in for a long struggle in this war
on terror, and there are people that still want
to harm America. And we have an obligation
to our citizens to work together to do every-
thing we can to protect the people. That
commitment is shared by Republican and
Democrat alike. And I’m thankful for the
leadership that the Members here have
shown, and I’m thankful for the good ideas
that have been shared with our administra-
tion as we developed our vision of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

I’ll answer a couple of questions, then
we’ve got to get going. Yes, Sonya [Sonya
Ross, Associated Press].

Abdullah al Muhajir/Dirty Bomb
Q. Sir, in the reporting on yesterday’s be-

latedly announced arrest of Jose Padilla, it’s
come out that the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission has 107 radiation sources missing or
stolen just since March 31st. Do you have
any reason to believe that those samples or
sources are not in Al Qaida or terrorist
hands?

The President. We will run down every
lead, every hint. This guy Padilla’s a bad guy,
and he is where he needs to be, detained.

Q. Mr. President, given the conspiratorial
nature necessary to make a dirty bomb or
any such device, can we anticipate from you
any announcements related to this case, any
additional arrests, any additional people in
custody or in——

The President. As we run down these kill-
ers or would-be killers, we’ll let you know.
And this guy Padilla is one of many who
we’ve arrested. As I said in the speech to
West Point, the coalition we put together has
hauled in over 2,400 people, and you can call
it 2,401 now.

And there’s—there’s just a full-scale man-
hunt on. And Padilla’s where he needs to be.

David [David Gregory, NBC News].

Domestic Reaction to Terrorists
Q. Mr. President, do you feel like the

American people have grown complacent at
all about the threat we face? And do you feel
like the apprehension of Padilla is something
of a wake-up call? And should it be?
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The President. First of all, the American
people are not complacent. They’re patient,
tough, determined, and they recognize we’re
fighting the first battle of the new wars of
the 21st century. The Members of Congress
are certainly not complacent. They are—they
reflect their States or their constituencies,
and they know we’ve got a battle on our
hands.

I’m real proud of the American people.
I’m proud of how the American people have
responded. I’m proud of how strong the
American people are, and I appreciate the
compassion of the American people too.

Last question. Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reu-
ters].

Situation in South Asia
Q. New subject—is the threat of war be-

tween India and Pakistan over, do you think?
And what’s the next step?

The President. Well, we’ve made progress
in defusing a very tense situation. And I want
to thank all the countries who have been—
which have been sending representatives to
India and Pakistan to try to persuade both
leaders that it’s—war would be a disaster.

And so the situation is getting better. But
so long as there’s troops amassed and people
are still hostile toward each other, there’s al-
ways a threat that something could happen.
But I’m pleased with the progress we’ve
made, and we’ll continue to work the issue.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Abdullah al Muhajir, for-
merly known as Jose Padilla, a U.S. citizen and
suspected terrorist who was arrested on May 8
in Chicago, IL.

Satellite Remarks to the
Southern Baptist Convention
June 11, 2002

Thank you all very much. Dr. Merritt,
thanks so much. It’s good to be able to see
you via video. I want to thank you for coming
to the White House right after September
the 11th, and thank you for such a kind intro-
duction. I appreciate your friendship. And
I’m honored to join all of you for the 2002
Southern Baptist Convention annual meet-

ing. And I’m grateful for the opportunity to
address you on this most special occasion.

As you gather this week in St. Louis, you’ll
choose a new president, and you will renew
old and honorable commitments. Three cen-
turies ago, there were fewer than 500 Bap-
tists in America. Today, there are almost 16
million members of the Southern Baptist
Convention. From your denomination have
come Presidents like Harry Truman and
preachers like Roger Williams and Billy
Graham, a man who has played such an im-
portant role in nurturing my faith.

Baptists have had an extraordinary influ-
ence on American history. They were among
the earliest champions of religious tolerance
and freedom. Baptists have long upheld the
ideal of a free church in a free state. And
from the beginning, they believed that forc-
ing a person to worship against his will vio-
lated the principles of both Christianity and
civility.

What I found interesting is, the Baptist
form of church government was a model of
democracy even before the founding of
America. And Baptists understood the deep
truth of what Reverend Martin Luther King,
Jr., said: ‘‘The church is not the master or
the servant of the state but rather the con-
science of the state.’’

Since the earliest days of our Republic,
Baptists have been guardians of the separa-
tion of church and state, preserving the integ-
rity of both. Yet, you have never believed in
separating religious faith from political life.
Baptists believe as America’s Founders did,
that religious faith is the moral anchor of
American life.

Throughout history, people of faith have
often been our Nation’s voice of conscience.
We all know that men and women can be
good without faith, and we also know that
faith is an incredibly important source of
goodness in our country.

True faith is never isolated from the rest
of life, and faith without works is dead. Our
democratic Government is one way to pro-
mote social justice and the common good,
which is why the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has become a powerful voice for some
of the great issues of our time.

You and I share common commitments.
We believe in fostering a culture of life and
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