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thank the Members of the United States
Congress who are here. I see one, two, three,
four, five—they're everywhere. These guy
know a good free meal when they see one.
[Laughter]

I especially want to say a word of phrase
to Kofi Annan, who is the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, for his strong leader-
ship and his good heart and his decency. I
enjoy working with him a lot. He’s a class
act, as we say in the State of Texas, and I
know you all agree with me in that.

We gather tonight here in a place—right
next to a place of great tragedy and great
sorrow. And we also gather in a garden of
great hope and renewal. From this room, we
can view the empty space where these mag-
nificent towers once stood and remember
those who perished one year and one day
ago. And in this room, we see and feel the
common commitment of our nations to build
a better world, to work hard to see to it that
good can overcome evil.

Ever since it opened in 1988, the Winter
Garden has been one of New York’s most
beautiful public spaces, a place where people
gathered to hear music and view art against
the backdrop of one of the world’s greatest
skylines. September the 11th, in just a few
moments, that skyline was a scene of fire and
murder. This atrium was filled with steel and
glass, and history turned a page. Scores of
nations lost citizens that day. And in the 366
days since, scores of nations have committed
themselves to confronting and combating the
threat of global terror.

Our nations have enjoyed—have em-
ployed the powers of law enforcement, of di-
plomacy, military force, and financial con-
trols to bring justice, not to seek revenge but
to bring justice, and to prevent further at-
tacks. Much has been accomplished, and it’s
important to remember much remains to be
done.

On behalf of the people of the United
States, on behalf of the good people of this
land, I want to thank every nation that has
joined us in this great global struggle.

The terrible losses of September the 11th
are close to our thoughts tonight, but so are
the common hopes of our nations for a better
world, a world beyond terror. And again, this
room is a powerful symbol of these hopes.
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In one short remarkable year, the Winter
Garden has been reborn. The speed and suc-
cess of this rebuilding effort is a testament
to the optimism and determination of the
people of New York and the people of the
world. More than one million pounds of mar-
ble for this building was quarried in Italy and
Spain. As one quarry official stated, “We
didn’t consider this a job. It was a duty.”

Now the world is called to urgent duties.
We're called upon to reaffirm great founding
purposes of the United Nations, universal
standards of human dignity, and a global sys-
tem of peace and security. We're called to
confront great challenges to these ideals,
from poverty and disease to terror and the
aggression of tyrants.

By our determination, by our faith, by co-
operation, we can and we will meet these
tests. And by our efforts, we will lift the lives
of people on every continent.

Thank you all for coming tonight. May
God bless your countries, and may God bring
peace to the world.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 p.m. in the
Winter Garden at the World Financial Center.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Certain Terrorist Attacks

September 12, 2002

In accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency I declared on September
14, 2001, in Proclamation 7463, with respect
to the terrorist attacks at the World Trade
Center, New York, New York, and the Pen-
tagon, and the continuing and immediate
threat of further attacks on the United States.

By Executive Order 13223 of September
14, 2001, and Executive Order 13253 of Jan-
uary 16, 2002, I delegated authority to the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Transportation to order members of the Re-
serve Components to active duty and to
waive certain statutory military personnel re-
quirements. By Executive Order 13235 of
November 16, 2001, I delegated authority to
the Secretary of Defense to exercise certain
emergency construction authority.
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Because the terrorist threat continues, the
national emergency declared on September
14, 2001, and the measures taken on Sep-
tember 14, 2001, November 16, 2001, and
January 16, 2002, to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 14, 2002. Therefore, I am continuing
in effect for 1 year the national emergency
I declared on September 14, 2001, with re-
spect to the terrorist threat.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 12, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:59 a.m., September 12, 2002]

NoTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on September 13 and pub-
lished in the Federal Register on September 13.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Central African Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters in New
York City

September 13, 2002

The President. Thank you all for coming.
First, I'm honored to be able to meet with
my colleagues from Central Africa. The Sec-
retary of State and I look forward to a very
frank and constructive dialog about how to
continue our common pursuit against terror
and how we will work together to promote
prosperity. I look forward to constructive dia-
log. So thank you all for coming.

Before we begin our discussion, let me an-
swer a few questions. Are the interpreters
working right now? They are? Yours isn’t
working, okay. Before we begin our dialog,
I'll take three questions from the American
press corps, starting with Mr. Fournier, who
writes for the Associated Press.

President Saddam Hussein of Iraq

Q. Thank you, sir. Knowing what you know
about Saddam, what are the odds that he’s
going to meet all your demands and avoid
confrontation?
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The President. I am highly doubtful that
he’ll meet our demands. I hope he does, but
I'm highly doubtful. The reason I'm doubtful
is he’s had 11 years to meet the demands.
For 11 long years he has basically told the
United Nations and the world he doesn’t
care. And so, therefore, I am doubtful but,
nevertheless, made the decision to move for-
ward to work with the world community. And
I hope the world community knows that
we're extremely serious about what I said
yesterday, and we expect quick resolution to
the issue. And that’s starting with quick ac-
tion on a resolution.

Randy [Randy Mikkelsen, Reuters].

United Nations Resolution

Q. Yes, sir, how soon are you expecting
the resolution from the United Nations? In
a week, month, days?

The President. As soon as possible.

Q. And how—what kind of deadline would
you perceive within that resolution?

The President. Well, there will be dead-
lines within the resolution. Our chief nego-
tiator for the United States, our Secretary of
State, understands that we must have dead-
lines. And we're talking days and weeks, not
months and years. And that’s essential for the
security of the world. This man has had 11
years to comply. For 11 long years, he’s ig-
nored world opinion, and he’s put the credi-
bility of the United Nations on line.

As I said yesterday, we'll determine—how
we deal with this problem will help deter-
mine the fate of a multilateral body, which
has been unilaterally ignored by Saddam
Hussein. Will this body be able to keep the
peace and deal with the true threats, includ-
ing threats to security in Central African and
other parts of the world, or will it be irrele-
vant?

Judy Keen [USA Today].

Timing of Congressional Action/Russian
President Putin

Q. Mr. President, thank you. Are you con-
cerned that Democrats in Congress still don’t
want a vote there until after U.N. action?
And secondly, have you spoken with Presi-
dent Putin since your speech yesterday?

The President. I have not spoken to Presi-
dent Putin since my speech. I did speak to



